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No other possibility exists. It is impossible to be independent or operate - live independently by our "own self".

Rom 6:16, "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whet
her of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?"

In this post we will examine what it means to be a servant - slave of sin.

Rom 6:20-21, "For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.  What fruit had ye then in those t
hings whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death."

Eph 2:1-3, "And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;  Wherein in time past ye walked accordi
ng to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience:  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

Eph 2:11-12, "Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by th
at which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens fro
m the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the wo
rld:"

Col 3:6-7, "For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also walked 
some time, when ye lived in them."

1 Peter 4:3, "For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasci
viousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:"

John 8:44, "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a l
iar, and the father of it."

2 Cor 4:4, "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious g
ospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."

John 3:36, "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the
wrath of God abideth on him."

Rom 1:28-32, "And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, t
o do those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, b
oasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affecti
on, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, 
not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them."

Jer 17:9, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?"

Gal 5:19-21, "Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousnes
s,  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, r
evellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God."

So we see that while we live in this state that sin - the devil is our master and owner. We are cut off and completely dead
to God and His Righteousness.  We are not free at all, sin - the devil is our master and our lord and we will do his biddin
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g. We really have no other choice while we continue to be a servant - slave to sin. We are married to the law and under t
he law of sin and death. Our body - temple is infused with sin - the devil. We are just expressers of the devil and are his 
representatives in earth. Basically we are the devil in the flesh.

Now it is possible to be "religious" and be heavily involved in the Christian religion just like the Pharisees of old who look
ed good from the outside but were full of dead mans bones.

Matt 23:25-28, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the pl
atter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and p
latter, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto 
whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleannes
s  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity."

The only way out of this kingdom of darkness is by faith in Jesus Christ and His Gospel.
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So we are in union with sin - the devil or in union with God and His Righteousness. No other possibility exists.
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