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Revival according to James the apostle... - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/9/3 4:51
Forgive the length of this post. I landed on this while searching for the booklet sis Brenda referred to (by Patricia Knowle
s)
This article is by David Cloud. I don't know him well, some of you may, so this is in No way an endorsement, or otherwis
e, of the author, simply a sharing of some scripture and some very valid commentary on it. Please forgive the adverts of 
certain material which forms part of the article.
My focus is on all of us obtaining first personal and then corporate revival by using these principles so clearly outlined by
James. Please feel free to add your comments unto edification of all:

"On the authority of Godâ€™s Word, there is a path to certain spiritual revival for every child of God, and it is by drawing
nigh to God.

â€œDraw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double 
minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you upâ€• (James 4:8-10).

The Word of God promises that if the believer draws nigh to God, God will draw nigh to him. A believer, a home, or a co
ngregation can have revival. It is promised and guaranteed by God Himself. It is not accomplished by scheduling a reviv
al meeting; itâ€™s by doing what this passage commands. 

This is the path of Christian holy living in a nutshell. 

There is a sense in which everything in the Bible is necessary for a holy life that pleases God. All Scripture is able to ma
ke the man of God perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works (2 Timothy 3:16-17). And we deal with many things i
n Holiness: Pitfalls, Struggles, and Victory. 

But this amazing passage in James provides a concise overview. 

Draw nigh to God

The essence of holy Christian living is an intimate relationship with the triune God through the Son Jesus Christ by Godâ
€™s Spirit. 

Amazingly, God wants our devotion. He wants our attention, our passionate friendship. He wants our first love, and He is
ever attentive to this. God was so pained at Israelâ€™s apostasy that He called upon heaven and earth to consider the 
matter. â€œHear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up childr
en, and they have rebelled against meâ€• (Isaiah 1:2). Christ took note that the church at Ephesus had left its first love (
Rev. 2:5). 

To draw nigh to God is to focus my attention on my relationship with Him, to nurture it, as I would in nurturing a relations
hip with a friend or wife or husband. 

To draw nigh to God is to sing with the hymnist, 

Nothing between my soul and the Savior,
Naught of this worldâ€™s delusive dream;
I have renounced all sinful pleasure;
Jesus is mine, thereâ€™s nothing between.
 
Chorus 
Nothing between my soul and the Savior,
So that His blessed face may be seen;
Nothing preventing the least of His favor,
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Keep the way clear! Let nothing between.

Nothing between, like worldly pleasure;
Habits of life, though harmless they seem,
Must not my heart from Him eâ€™er sever;
He is my all, thereâ€™s nothing between.

Nothing between, like pride or station;
Self or friends shall not intervene;
Though it may cost me much tribulation,
I am resolved; thereâ€™s nothing between.

Nothing between, eâ€™en many hard trials,
Though the whole world against me convene;
Watching with prayer and much self-denial,
Iâ€™ll triumph at last, with nothing between.

Cleanse the hands

One draws nigh to God by cleansing the hands. This is essential, for God is holy. â€œThis then is the message which w
e have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fello
wship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truthâ€• (1 John 1:5-6).

Note in James 4 that Godâ€™s Word is not soft in regard to sin; it does not speak in gentle terms about turning from sin.
James says, â€œCleanse your hands, ye sinners.â€• This is the type of plain reproof that brings conviction and repenta
nce and change. It is the type of preaching that Godâ€™s people need, yet so few preachers and teachers today are wil
ling to give such reproof. Soft preaching produces soft Christian living. The softness of evangelical preaching has produc
ed an evangelicalism that is meaningless in terms of sound belief and practice and true holiness. The same is happenin
g among â€œfundamentalists.â€• An element of reproof and rebuke is absolutely essential to godliness (2 Timothy 4:2).

Cleansing the hands requires searching oneâ€™s life for those things that displease the Lord: anything that is worldly (1
John 2:16), anything that is an unfruitful work of darkness (Eph. 5:11). I must give God first place. I must ask Him to sho
w me anything in my life that displeases or grieves Him or that has come between me and Him, whether it be a form of e
ntertainment, education, job, an idolatrous love for someone or something, even something legitimate, an unwholesome 
friendship, neglect of Godâ€™s Word, neglect of church, or anything else.

There is no shortcut to revival that does not deal seriously with removing evil things from my life and heart. I must get se
rious about this matter. I must stop making excuses for my sin.

Purify the heart

One draws nigh to God by purifying the heart. The work of oneâ€™s hands is the product of oneâ€™s heart. 

The heart is purified by removing evil imaginations. â€œCasting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth it
self against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christâ€• (2 Corinthians 
10:5). 

Whatever is polluting the heart and mind must be rejected and put away, whether it is music, television, movies, video, s
ocial media, Internet browsing, video games, literature, unwholesome conversations with friends, or anything else. 

The Psalmist showed the way in this:

â€œSearch me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlastingâ€• (Psalm 139:23-24).

The heart is purified by the Word of God. A spiritual revival is always driven by the power of the Word of God operated b
y the Spirit of God. If you want to have a revival, immerse yourself in the Word of God. Become a real Bible student.
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Establish a serious daily Bible study/prayer time and jealously guard this from interference by other things. 

Learn how to study the Bible by taking a course like The Effectual Bible Student, available from Way of Life Literature. It 
can be purchased on DVD or downloaded for free from www.wayoflife.org. You must learn the principles of Bible interpr
etation and get the tools that you need to study effectively.

Memorize Scripture and meditate on it throughout the day.

Read books that will help you better understand the Bible and Christian living. We have made many dozens of serious b
ooks available for free downloading and reading. We have published a 20-volume Bible School curriculum called the Ad
vanced Bible Studies Series and made it readily available at a low price. There is no tuition! We have published dozens 
of other serious Bible study materials, including the Way of Life Encyclopedia of the Bible & Christianity, Things Hard to 
Be Understood: A Handbook of Biblical Difficulties, the One Year Discipleship Course, Bible Times & Ancient Kingdoms,
An Unshakeable Faith: A Course on Christian Apologetics, and Keeping the Kids.

Relatively few people take advantage of such resources, but you donâ€™t have to follow the crowd. You can follow the 
example of those who are serious students. Charles Spurgeon read many entire sets of commentaries, and some he rea
d multiple times. There are people who have read the entire Way of Life Encyclopedia of the Bible & Christianity, and ma
ny who have gone through the Advanced Bible Studies Series on their own and thus obtained the equivalent of a Bible 
College education. 

Carve out time for these things. Studying Godâ€™s Word effectively and applying it to oneâ€™s life takes time, and if y
ou arenâ€™t willing to put God first in your daily affairs, you will never make much progress spiritually. Examine your dai
ly schedule and find more time for the Lord and His Word. Most people waste a lot of time on things that have no eternal
value. Spend that time, rather, on the things of God. 

During one of my Bible conferences, an elderly saint approached me and said, â€œI have not been much of a student of
Godâ€™s Word and I have not read many good books; Iâ€™ve been lazy about these things, but starting now this is go
ing to change by Godâ€™s grace.â€•

Put away double mindedness

One draws nigh to God by not being double minded. 

James describes the double minded person in chapter 1. He is not steadfast in faith (Jam. 1:6-8). He believes God one 
day and doesnâ€™t believe the next. When a trial or difficulty comes, he doubts God. 

The double minded person will not receive anything from the Lord (Jam. 1:7). Observe that the Bible does not glorify dou
bt as some do. For example, emerging church pastor Rob Bell says that God gives men â€œthe invitation to follow Jesu
s with all our doubts and questions right there with usâ€• (Velvet Elvis, p. 28). He says, â€œWe sponsored a Doubt Nigh
t at our church awhile back. People were encouraged to write down whatever questions or doubts they had about God a
nd Jesus and the Bible and faith and churchâ€• (Velvet Elvis, p. 29). But the Bible says that faith is necessary to please 
God (Heb. 11:6). Jesus reproved those who doubted (Mat. 6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16:8) and praised those who had faith (Mat
. 8:10; 15:28). He taught that faith is one of the weightier matters of the law (Mat. 23:23) and exhorted the people to hav
e faith in God (Mk. 11:22). Zacharias was judged for doubting (Luke 1:20). Christian men are instructed to praise God wi
thout doubting (1 Tim. 2:8). To doubt is sin (Rom. 14:23). The Bible teaches us that we must come to terms with doubt; it
must be dealt with; it must be resolved. The Psalmist doubted in Psalm 73 (verses 1-16), but his doubt was resolved in t
he same Psalm and he judged himself, comparing himself to a foolish beast for doubting God (verses 17-22).

Victory over double mindedness comes by the Word of God, because this is the source of faith. â€œSo then faith comet
h by hearing, and hearing by the word of Godâ€• (Romans 10:17). 

Be afflicted and mourn

One draws nigh to God by being afflicted (Jam. 4:9). The context refers to repentance from sin and worldliness (Jam. 4:
4, 8). James is not condemning holy laughter; he is condemning worldly laughter. 

Revival comes when the child of God puts an end to his empty, worldly lifestyle and gets serious about walking with God
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in the paths of holiness and truth. Hard choices must be made. Worldly vanities and sinful things must be rejected.

I must beseech God to search me and try me and show me those things that displease Him so that I can repent of them.

This is contrary to the contemporary philosophy which says that the Christian life should be a continual rock & roll party. 
James sees no liberty for worldly mindedness. He calls it spiritual adultery (Jam. 4:4), which is a grave sin against God.

Godâ€™s purpose in our affliction is to bring us to true repentance of sin and then to lift us up in the joy of walking in hol
iness. 

â€œWhen a person, be he a sinner or a saint, comes under Holy Ghost conviction, jests die on his lips. Some people ca
n sit through the most solemn and searching of messages and crack a joke on the way out. The Spirit of God has not to
uched their souls. ... The only reason we do not weep is that we are so insensitive to the horror of our sin, so ignorant of 
its consequences, and so careless about the holiness of Godâ€• (John Phillips).

Humble yourselves before God

One draws nigh to God by humbling oneself before God. 

The way of the world is the way of pride (1 John 2:16-17). The way of Christ is the way of humility. 

If I am humble, I am not self-righteous. With Paul, I know that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing (Rom. 7:1
8). I seek the true righteousness which is in Christ. 

If I am humble, I do not trust in my own understanding, but rather I seek Godâ€™s mind in every way and decision (Prov
. 3:5-6). I seek godly counsel (Prov. 20:18).

If I am humble, I cease to glory in my own accomplishments (Phil. 3:7-8). I think of a lawyer who graduated with top hon
ors from Harvard Law School and West Point, but since surrendering to Christ, his glory is in Godâ€™s grace and truth r
ather than in his own credentials. Instead of joining a prestigious church attended by the pillars of the community, he has
sought out a church that is faithful to Godâ€™s Word, though despised by those who are worldly minded, serving the Lo
rd there as a song leader and bringing children to services on a bus. 

This is the path of continual spiritual revival and renewal. God guarantees it! He is ever waiting for His people to draw ni
gh to Him, so He can draw nigh to them.

copyright 2013, Way of Life Literature
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Re: Revival according to James the apostle..., on: 2016/9/3 5:21
This is the booklet:

http://www.xulonpress.com/bookstore/bookdetail.php?PB_ISBN=9781612153407

I am afraid that I cannot find the free edition anymore.

I would avoid writings on holiness from Reformed sources even though some of it is good and on the right track. You ne
ed writings from the past holiness movement.

I might be able to persuade the writer to come on here to answer questions if people would like this. However, I must poi
nt out that the writer has not entered into the state herself.
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Re: , on: 2016/9/3 5:27
Here it is:

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=9cx6-LIfEp8C&pg=PA8&lpg=PA8&dq=Holiness+the+Key+to+Revival&source=bl&o
ts=oqiofsy1NP&sig=c5V79iyAKJH_T4050kukofeUrvo&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjWtsq-8PLOAhWJJsAKHa8EAj44Ch
DoAQguMAM#v=onepage&q=Holiness%20the%20Key%20to%20Revival&f=false

well some of it.

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/9/3 5:32
Thanks Brenda,

I posted the article more for the scripture from James for us to focus on and apply in our lives to experience personal rev
ival. I don't know the author nor much about "Reformed" doctrine etc :)

Can you provide a list of authors / books from the holiness movement that you think would be the most helpful?
I have read books by Andrew Murray in my early years as a believer and his books were specifically used by the Lord to 
bring me into rest.

Thanks,

Re: , on: 2016/9/3 5:39
Do you know, this is something I have failed to do so far but must remedy. But a quick search finds this page:

http://www.craigladams.com/Books/

Andrew Murray was one of the Keswick crowd and his teachings are very useful. Kewswick teaching had moved a little f
rom traditional holiness teaching but is still sound in the main.

I will prepare a list soon. I like Daniel Steele.

Re: , on: 2016/9/3 5:43
-Not Thomas Cook imo. oops sorry his writings seem okay from this:

http://www.craigladams.com/Books/page63/page69/

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/9/3 5:48
Thanks Brenda,

Had a quick look. Plenty there to keep me busy for a while :)

Thanks again,

Re: , on: 2016/9/3 5:56
You are welcome William.

The debate is whether the old man or nature is destroyed at the second blessing or kept in a subdued condition. Many b
elieve that the Greek says destroyed and this was the position of traditional holiness movement but later it became 'subd
ued'. Destroyed is mistakingly thought of as permanent but it is only permanent according to the grace being active and 
can be fallen from. It is however complete.

I believe that he confusion is caused because there are two stages in the second blessing to make it more confusing lol. 
Each man believes according to his own experience. 

Does free from sin really mean that? Entire means exactly that to me and to the state I entered into at one time and has 

Page 5/6



Revivals And Church History :: Revival according to James the apostle...

been confirmed by countless others.

It is a minefield without guidance and unfortunately a lot of guidance is given by those who have only heard the teaching
and not lived in it. 

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/9/3 6:02
Quote:"It is a minefield without guidance and unfortunately a lot of guidance is given by those who have only heard the t
eaching and not lived in it."

Oh my, that statement is Sooo important. Have we not all sometimes endeavored to teach what we ourselves do not full
y practice?

I will most certainly read the writings of those recommended. If they can guide and help me to go forward in perfection, I 
am all for it :)

Must go now, for a little while.

God bless,
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