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Devotion and true religion are identical.

1. It is impossible for us not to be devoted to the object of our supreme affection. If we love God supremely, He will be th
e reason for which we live. If an individual loves God supremely, he will be as conscious that he lives for God as that he 
lives at all!

2. Nothing short of this can be acceptable to God. Unless devotion be a habit or a state of mind, unless the whole being 
be an offering to God, He must have a rival in our hearts. This He will not endure. And to attempt to please Him by isolat
ed acts of devotion (when it is not the habit and state of our minds) is far more abominable than for a wife to attempt to p
lease her husband with an occasional smile, while she lives only to please and gain the affections of another man.

3. A departure from this state is heart-apostasy. Whatever a man's outward behavior may be, the moment he turns aside
from sincere devotion to God, from a supreme consecration of his whole being to the service of God, he has, in his heart
, renounced true Christianity. He is no longer in the service of God, but is serving the object upon which his heart is set; 
and this is the object of his devotion, that is, it is his god.

Charles Finney

Re: True devotion true religion  - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/12/11 7:26
Reading over this, I couldn't help but agree with each paragraph as it's exactly what the Lord has been showing me over
and over for quite a lil while now. Ha! Actually upon reflecting, He has most likely been revealing this the whole time and 
there are those quite times where we are attentive and receptive to His words in a deeper way. 
  I believe even this comes from devotion to Him....
In fact if you look at all the characters of the OT that really stuck out (Abraham,Moses,Joseph,David,Daniel, etc...)  the o
ne common characteristic between them is devotion to God...  

   Personally it seems that God is more concerned with this than most else, I mean to say that if He has our devotion, the
sky's the limit on what He can do in and thru us to His glory but if He doesn't have our hearts devotion then, it seems, th
ere's a pretty low ceiling on what's possible. 

(This may get me in trouble with some here...)

I am becoming increasingly convinced that God is far less concerned with our sin than we imagine,... after all, He has alr
eady dealt with it hasn't He? 
  What He does seem to be primarily concerned with (and we should be too) is righteousness... which at the end of the d
ay is like holiness in that it will not really be possible without Him having our hearts devotion as it's by His hand that thes
e things are wrought and not by our works (apart from Him). 
I think this is consistent with, not only the OP of devotion by Finney but also of Hebrews 6...

1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation o
f repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,
2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
3 And this will we do, if God permit.
4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partake
rs of the Holy Ghost,
5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,
6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, 
and put him to an open shame.
7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dr
essed, receiveth blessing from God:
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8 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.
9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.
10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye 
have ministered to the saints, and do minister.
11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:
12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself,
14 Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.
15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.
16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.
17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it 
by an oath:
18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who hav
e fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:
19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;
20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
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