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He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. (1 Corinthians 6:17)

The nature of this relationship is essentially spiritual; that is, it is a union of spirit. "He that is joined to the Lord is one spir
it." "They that worship Him must worship Him in spirit..." because "God is Spirit." The union, then, is the union of spirit. T
hat goes deeper than any other kind of union. We cannot go deeper than that. That defines the nature of man in the dee
pest, the most real part of his being, that he is fundamentally in the sight of God, spirit. The basis is Life. That is what Jo
hn brings out so clearly, by way of illustration in his Gospel, and by way of direct statement in his epistle â€“ "...God gav
e unto us eternal life, and this life is in His Son." "He that hath the Son hath the life." That is a statement imposed upon t
he basic declaration that our fellowship is with the Father and with the Son. The fellowship is explained as being that of 
possessing His very Life. The basis of union with God is that God's own Life is given to us in new birth, and upon that G
od builds everything, on that He counts for everything. Where that is not, God can do nothing so far as union is concerne
d.

In order to reach and realize all God's thought, God must put Himself into man in the very essence of His being, His very
Life. God cannot realize spiritual, eternal, universal intentions on the basis of natural life. The Scriptures make it very cle
ar that man's own natural life can never be the basis of the realization of any of God's purposes, that God's own Life alo
ne can be that. Thus for all His hopes God first of all provides His own basis. God's hope is in His own Life, not in ours, a
nd He puts the basis of His hope within at new birth, and on that basis He proceeds to the development of all His though
t, and the realization of all His intention.
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