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To Brother Blaine--From Whence We Have Come - posted by havok20x, on: 2017/7/28 13:04
Blaine,

This is not an open rebuke, so don't get defensive about reading this.  I am going to quote you, but only for the purpose 
of explaining my point.  Here is a quote that I have from you:

"I might add that I'm writing as one who used to be a staunch five-point Calvinist. I would defend the reformed Faith with 
my dying breath. Whereas once I had the life of Jesus having come out of the Jesus movement. The life of the Spirit wa
s killed in me when I embraced the deadness of Calvinism. Calbinistic theology puffed-up my mind. But it did very little to
my dead heart."

Brother, I respectfully submit that this is true every every single person who has ever come to faith in Christ from dead re
ligion, and not indicative of Calvinism in and of itself.  This is the very testimony of all who were "religious" before they w
ere redeemed.

All doctrines, all creeds, all faiths--if the person is not rooted in Christ--is pure and empty religion.  The reason why Calvi
nism did not produce life for you is the same reason why the scriptures did not produce life in the Pharisees, which is the
same reason why there are unsaved Baptists, unsaved Methodists, unsaved pentacostals, etc in the midst of true believ
ers--it is because they loved religion and not Jesus.

The Jesus Movement, for the Jesus Movement's sake--apart from the love of Jesus--is still dead religion, brother.

Someone can know all the facts, believe all the right doctrines, etc, and still not know Jesus.

What I find to be true by and large is this:  People who have come out of dead religion do have a tendency to rail against
the dead religion.  You didn't pass from death to life because you left Calvinism for the Jesus Movement. You passed fro
m death to life before you abandoned your own efforts and trusted in Jesus.  Calvinism had nothing to do with your lostn
ess.  Your refusal to trust in Jesus had everything to do with it.

Consider this, brother.  Think about it.

I know men who were lost in a Baptist church and joined with the pentacostals and came to know the Lord.

I know men who were lost in the pentacostal church and joined with the Baptists and came to know the Lord.

I know men who were reformed and moved away from it and then encountered Jesus.

It is NOT from whence we have come that saves us--it is WHO we encounter along the way.  It is Jesus, brother.  It is Hi
m alone.

I am reformed in much of what I believe, but I am a victim of that title more than a supporter of it.  I have beliefs that fall i
n line with reformed theology, and beliefs that seem to align with Pentecostals, and beliefs that seem more post-trib than
others but what does it matter?

I know Jesus.  He has saved me.  He is working in my life.  The evidence of it is there day to day that He who began a g
ood work in me is finishing it.

So brother, I encourage you to move away from railing against certain aspects of certain beliefs simply because that is w
hat you came out of and focus on Jesus, whom you encountered on your way "out".  You didn't move from Calvinism.  Y
ou moved from dead religion in your own heart to Jesus.

Thanks,
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Nathaniel

Re: To Brother Blaine--From Whence We Have Come - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2017/7/28 14:44
Nathaniel, if everyone here would tattoo this scripture on their forehead, there would never be another attack of any kind
on any anyone or any religion here. And yes! a religion falls under flesh and blood, if humans are involved.

Ephesians 6:12
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this d
ark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Please remember this scripture, and also please remember, "THE ONLY WAY" you can't fight a spiritual battle is with pr
ayer. I know if we all follow this, it will probably cut the amount of threads here in half, but so be it.
Praise Jesus!

Re: To Brother Blaine--From Whence We Have Come - posted by RogerB (), on: 2017/7/28 15:46
very good

Re: To Brother Blaine--From Whence We Have Come - posted by Sree (), on: 2017/7/29 6:59
I think any *ism that is held above Jesus is a dead religion that cannot produce life. God cannot be constrained in a box 
of theologies. Same way life giving spirit cannot be constrained. Read the Bible as it is without constraining the meaning 
based on any *isms. When the Bible talks about Eternal security believe it, when the Bible warns you of being disqualifie
d, fear and judge yourself. Why should one truth be held over other? 
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