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The Christian church cannot rise to its true stature in accompanying the purposes of God when its members operate larg
ely through the gifts of nature, neglecting the true gifts and graces of the Spirit of God. Much of the religious activity we s
ee in the churches is not the eternal working of the Eternal Spirit, but the mortal working of man's mortal mind-and this is
a raw tragedy.

From what I see and sense in evangelical circles, I would have to say that about ninety per cent of the religious work car
ried out in the churches is being done by un-gifted members. I am speaking in the context of men and women who know
how to do many things but fail to display the Spiritual gifts promised through the Holy Spirit. This is one of the very evide
nt ways in which we have slowed down the true workings of God in His Church and in the hearts of unbelieving men all 
around us- acknowledging and allowing un-gifted members of the Body to do religious work without possessing the genu
ine gifts of the Spirit.

Paul wrote to the Corinthian church and reminded believers that they were all baptized into one Body by the Spirit. But H
e went on at great length to explain the necessity for the functioning of the gifts of the Spirit in the Church- and I believe 
he was explaining that these Spiritual functions and capabilities are the birthright of every Christian. Lets bring it down to
our level. Religious activists have many things of which they can boast. They build churches. They write hymns and boo
ks. Musically they sing and play. Some of them will take time to engage in prayer. Others will organize movements and c
rusades and campaigns.

No matter how early in the morning they begin and no matter how late at night they stay with their project, if it is an exerc
ise in human talent for religious purposes, it can only wind up as a mortal brain doing a mortal job. I have taken the pain
s to say all this as a reminder that mortality and temporality are written all across the church of Christ in the world today 
because so many persons are trying to do with human genius and power of the flesh what only God can do through the 
Holy Spirit. (A.W.Tozer) 
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