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 Scripture Reading:  1 Samuel 1 â€“ 3

    Samuel came into this world and was given existence in direct answer to prayer.  He was born of a praying mother, w
hose heart was full of earnest desire for a son.  He came into life under prayer surroundings, and his first months in this 
world were spent in direct contact with a woman who knew how to pray.  It was a prayer accompanied by a solemn vow 
that if he should be given, he should be â€œlent unto the Lord,â€• and true to that vow, this praying mother put him dire
ctly in touch with the minister of the sanctuary and under the influence of â€œthe house of prayer.â€•  It was no wonder 
he developed into a man of prayer.  We could not have expected otherwise with such a beginning in life and with such e
arly environments.  Such surroundings always make impressions upon children and tend to make character and determi
ne destiny.

    He was in a favorable place to hear God when He spoke to him, and was in an atmosphere where it tended to his hee
ding the divine call which came to him.  It was the most natural thing in the world when at the third call from heaven, whe
n he recognized Godâ€™s voice, that his childish heart responded so promptly, â€œSpeak, Lord, Thy servant heareth.â
€•  Quickly was there a response from his boyish spirit, of submission, willingness and prayer.

    Had he been born of a different sort of mother, had he been placed under different surroundings, had he spent his ear
ly days in contact with different influences, does any one for one moment suppose he could have easily heard the voice 
of God calling him to His service, and that he would have so readily yielded his young life to the God who brought him int
o being?  Would a worldly home, with worldly surroundings, separated from the church of God, with a worldly-minded m
other, have produced such a character as Samuel?  It takes such influences and agencies in early life to produce such p
raying men as Samuel.  Would you have your child called early into divine service and separated from the world unto Go
d?  Would you have him so situated that he will be called in childhood by the Spirit of God?  Put him under prayer influen
ces.  Place him near to and directly under the influence of the Man of God and in close touch with that house which is ca
lled â€œthe house of prayer.â€•

    Samuel knew God in boyhood.  As a consequence he knew God in manhood.  He recognized God in childhood, obey
ed Him and prayed unto Him.  The result was that he recognized God in manhood, obeyed Him, and prayed unto Him.  I
f more children were born of praying mothers, brought up in direct contact with â€œthe house of prayer,â€• and reared u
nder prayer environments, more children would hear the voice of Godâ€™s Spirit speaking to them, and would more qui
ckly respond to those divine calls to a religious life.  Would we have praying men in our churches?  We must have prayin
g mothers to give them birth, praying homes to color their lives, and praying surroundings to impress their minds and to l
ay the foundations for praying lives.  Praying Samuels come from praying Hannahs.  Praying priests come from â€œthe 
house of prayer.â€•  Praying leaders come from praying homes.

    â€“ Taken from Prayer And Praying Men by E. M. Bounds.
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