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Watchfulness!
  By G. D. Watson

    "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him!" (Matt. 25:6). It is watchfulness of spirit that fills its vessel wit
h oil, and trims its lamp, and keeps ready for that long-expected but swiftly-hastening hour when this is the cry that shall 
ring through the earth!

Watch! Look with Attention!

    Watchfulness embraces all the concentrated powers of attention. It is not only the look of the eye, even in physical wa
tching, but of the mind and the affections. To watch is to look thoughtfully either at or for something. Hence religious wat
chfulness is holy thoughtfulness â€“ a calm, wide-awake attentiveness to things spiritual and divine.

    The word "circumspect" means to look all around â€“ to inspect the entire circumference. The living creatures describ
ed by Ezekiel were full of eyes, so they could see in every direction. A soul filled with the Holy Ghost is to spread out its t
houghtfulness in every direction.

Watchfulness â€“ Love on Picket Guard

    To "watch" the way Jesus commanded us, we must have the eye of the mind in the socket of the heart. Unless we lov
e to think on God and the coming of Jesus and on constant spiritual progress we will never make true Scriptural watcher
s.

    A watchful Christian is one whose faculties are flooded with holy love. He loves to remember the things of God; he lov
es to be incessantly choosing the will of God in things great and small. He loves to find God everywhere and in everythin
g. If the love of God is not poured sufficiently abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost to arouse and inspire the faculties, th
e soul will never be a true watcher, but will be drowsy and sleep at its post at the very time the bright procession of Godâ
€™s mercies are going by.

    To hunt for faults is not watchfulness, because it is not the act of love. To be meddlesome, to pry into things that do n
ot contribute to our well-being, to scan people with a cold, critical eye, to be always hunting for heresy, to be alert for unf
air comparisons is not the calm, thoughtful gaze of a heavenly sentinel. Watchfulness, then, is pure love on picket guard.

Upward, Inward, Outward

    Scriptural watchfulness has three directions to it: upward to God, inward to our spiritual condition, and outward to our 
environment. It is to watch for God as David did when he said he watched for God in prayer more than they that watch fo
r the morning (Psa. 130:6). It is to look with patient, loving attention for fresh revelations of the character of God, of new 
openings of His Word, of clear intimations of His will.

    It is also a devout and intelligent outlook for the fulfillment of prophecy, for occasions of divine intelligence in the affair
s of men. It is to keep the telescope of holy vigilance sweeping the heavens of Godâ€™s grace and providence like the 
wise men who were on the lookout for the star of Bethlehem. It has been said, "He that notes a special providence will n
ever lack a special providence to note." It is wonderful how people find what they look for, and holy watchfulness toward 
God will find Him where foolish indifference sees only blank space.

    A watchful Christian will keep guard over his own inner spirit. He will notice the uprisings of every disposition, of the tr
end of his thoughts, and of the choice of his will, and of his words, and the tones of his voice and of his manners. He will 
not only watch his actions, but under the swift and beautiful guidance of the Holy Spirit he will perceive the very essence
and spirit that flows out in the actions and words. This is what the Lord means when Scripture says, "Keep thy heart with
all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23).
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    Holy vigilance must also guard our environment and be on the lookout for the approaches of Satan in multiplied forms
, and keep on the alert for escaping all evil, and doing all the good we can. Watchfulness is to see and seize the golden 
opportunities that an infinite providence brings to us. This is the range of the Bible sentinel. It may seem like a tiresome t
ask, but if the soul is flooded with divine love it will not only be easy but be a chosen occupation of the chastened and sa
nctified intellect.

Quietness of Spirit

    True watchfulness implies the concentration of all the faculties, and a sentinel must watch with his ears and the sense
of smell as well as his eyes. To watch well we need light to see and stillness to hear. Godâ€™s watchers in the darknes
s of this present age need great stillness of spirit, or they will fail to see the things they are appointed to observe. Many 
Christians are so filled with bustle, and noise, and hurry, and excitement, and fret, and criticism, and scheming, and talk
ativeness, they cannot detect Godâ€™s messages, nor the footsteps of the coming King. Neither can they know what is 
going on in their own hearts.

    Watchfulness is to become a heavenly habit of the mind. It is not an instantaneous blessing, but an habitual attitude of
the mind which we must choose and cultivate. This habit of heavenly watchfulness is the attitude of the soul for meeting 
Jesus when He comes!

    Arranged from Spiritual Feasts

Re: Watchfulness... - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2019/4/3 14:15

Quote:
-------------------------

A watchful Christian will keep guard over his own inner spirit. He will notice the uprisings of every disposition, of the trend of his thoughts, and of the ch
oice of his will, and of his words, and the tones of his voice and of his manners. He will not only watch his actions, but under the swift and beautiful gui
dance of the Holy Spirit he will perceive the very essence and spirit that flows out in the actions and words. This is what the Lord means when Scriptur
e says, "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23).

-------------------------

Amen, what an excellent focus for us to consider to watch over our manner of inner life. 

Quote:
-------------------------To watch well we need light to see and stillness to hear. Godâ€™s watchers in the darkness of this present age need great stillness
of spirit
-------------------------

This stillness of spirit caters towards worshippers of God and not those busy only doing things in God's Name. The differ
ence is night and day.  What a great thought. 

here are 2 quotes on silence and stillness:

â€œSilence is the cross on which we must crucify our ego.â€• - st seraphim of sarov 

"Silence is a habit to be learned, and the Season of Lent is both the classroom and the teacher of it. - K.P. Yohannan
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Re:  - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2019/4/3 21:25
Excellent article on watchfulness!
What it is and what it ainâ€™t!

â€œTo hunt for faults is not watchfulness, because it is not the act of love. To be meddlesome, to pry into things that do 
not contribute to our well-being, to scan people with a cold, critical eye, to be always hunting for heresy, to be alert for un
fair comparisons is not the calm, thoughtful gaze of a heavenly sentinel. Watchfulness, then, is pure love on picket guard
.â€•

Re:  - posted by EAGLEFLYING (), on: 2019/4/4 21:52
Amen and Amen.. 
To keep watch over our own spirit..
May we all keep a watch over our own spirit with the Holy Ghost's help. in Jesus name.

Re:  - posted by EAGLEFLYING (), on: 2019/4/4 21:54
Amen
I met a sister when I was a younger believer.. She stood up in church and said "When u point a finger at someone else 
make sure you point it at yourself first..
Praise GOD for HIS Mercy..
Frannie
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