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General Topics :: Re: Is sin normal for the Christian?

Re: Is sin normal for the Christian? - posted by grod95, on: 2005/10/8 22:02

| don't think it is in the eternal purpose of God for sin to be the norm in the Christian life.

Sin by nature is abnormal. It is the antithesis to all that is righteous, holy and good. God has decreed that sin shall not
have dominion over the life of the sincere believer. Because of the fall, we are beset by the power of sin. There is this c
onstant antagonism between the flesh and the Spirit within our inner man. As Christians we struggle with sin. However,
there should not be a deliberate turning of the life to sin. We must also be aware of the fallacy of sinless perfection. We
are warned from the scriptures if any man deny that he sins he is a liar and the truth has no place in his life. We ought t
o stick with Christ and allow him to cultivate his life within us on a daily basis. He is our ultimate victory over sin.

Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not, on: 2005/10/9 6:13

1 John 2:3-4;"And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, | know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

| John 3:4-10;"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. And ye know
that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever si
nneth hath not seen him, neither known him. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is right
eous, even as he is righteous. He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this pur
pose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth not ¢
ommit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are m
anifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brot
her."

1 John 5:1-4; "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat love
th him also that is begotten of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his ¢
ommandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.
For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith."

Re: Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not - posted by paula4jc (), on: 2005/10/9 16:54
How I resist the devil and over come sin as | run the race for Christ?

| thank Jesus for pulling me out of the pit of hell! When | was a new born again | was passionate and zealous for Jesus,
my soul thirst for his words; | read the bible, each day, for 2 solid years, (Psalm 119:103. How sweet are your words to
my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!).

| taught myself to pray by reading the prayers in the bible. | was in church 7 days a week. When my church didnA’t hav
e any program | find one that does, (Psalm 122:1 | rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LO
RD.").

Gradually I lost A“AllA” interest for the sinful things | once adore, (2 Cor. 5:17. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!).

Those first two committed years the Holy Spirit build a rock solid foundation upon which | stand today and | continue to
build on it, (Matt. 7:25. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did
not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock).

Since the Holy Spirit lives in me and | depend on Him daily to live a peaceful and Christ like life, | strongly resist the tem
ptation to directly or indirectly participate in any thing that would grieve the Spirit or dishonor Christ, (James 4:7. Submit
yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you).

In the natural if | fall in filt, do | lay in it? No! | feel yucky, so | clean up and move on. Like wise when | sin | donA’t go o
n living in my sin. As a child of God who has the Holy Spirit in me | feel guilty, restless and burdensome. | donA’t have C
hrist peace or any peace when my heart is unrepented, therefore | kneel and beg for repentance, (Psalm 51:12. Restore
to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me).

| donA't struggle with reoccurring sins, but as | grow to be more like Christ | seem to encounter more distractions, trials
and temptations. As always the Lord who is gracious and faithfully always strengths and delivers me in my weakness, (1
Cor. 10:13. No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tem
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pted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up und
er it.

2 Cor. 12:9. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.A”)

| usually do more fasting, praying, bible reading, listen to spiritual songs and hymns in those time.

Re: Is sin normal for the Christian? - posted by LetUsPray (), on: 2005/10/11 7:53
Freecd

| love your dedication to truth, therefore | ask you to prayerfully consider this post. Personally | still sin and so does every
Christian | have met on this side of heaven. What makes me uncomfortable is the lack of grace that | receive from your
guotes. | use them all the time when | counsel people to turn back from sin and backsliding, but ALSO the grace from
our Savior. On the other hand the almost callousness when it comes to talk about our God disturbs me too. Our God is
holy and we SHOULD KNOW HOW TO WORSHIP HIM. Without knowing Him everything becomes meaningless and
we may end up being deceived.

Matthew 6
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

In this Scripture it is quite evident that Jesus commanded us to pray to the Father which art in HEAVEN.

------------------------- | am not going to argue about whether you pray to Him or not. | talk to Him but | think He is a spirit of Jesus. | think He is a dear per
son of the trinity. | don't exalt the Holy Spirit. He always glorifies Jesus. That is what Jesus said, "The Holy Spirit will not bear witness to Himself, and H
e will always bear witness to me." So you are safe in the hands of the Holy Spirit. So the first thing is believe that the Holy Spirit is a person in your life
and ask Him, "Holy Spirit, will you begin to counsel me about this and will You begin to take me down to the depths of my inner self so that I, at last kn
ow myself." (Ernest OA'Neill).

1 John 2:3-4;"And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, | know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

God bless you freecd.

Re: - posted by beenblake (), on: 2005/10/11 9:05
Dear grod95,

| wrote this for another post, but | think it is just as pertinent to what you have written. | think this may help you understan
d a bit more about sin after salvation. | fear at times our greatest pitfall as Christians is that we become so absorbed with
righteousness that we often fall away from Christ by becoming judgmental of other Christians and ourselves. | am not sa
ying that you are judgmental or such, but | just would like to encourage you to beware of this pitfall.

So what about sin after salvation?

The apostle Paul had a thorn in his side. The Lord's response to this thorn was, "My grace is sufficient." Why did the Lor
d not deliver Paul from this thorn in his side? Was it because it was impossible for God? ??Quite the contrary. The Lord |
eft the thorn in Paul's side to remind Paul of His grace. ??If Paul had overcome all of his sins, if Paul had walked with no
visible sin, then Paul could have quickly become self-righteous. However, in order that Paul would be continually be hum
bled, the Lord left this little reminder. ??There is a great misunderstanding of sin that many people don't realize. ??At on
e point, a man called Jesus a "good" teacher. How did Jesus reply? Mark 10:18 "Jesus replied. 'Only God is good."??W
hy would Jesus say this? Why did Jesus not come out and admit He was good? ??He did this because we are to follow

Jesus and mimic Christ. And this statement is highly important: Only God is good. ??When we say this statement, we ar
e not giving a characteristic of God. Many people think we are trying give God a trait by saying He is good. This is wrong
. By this statement, we are not giving definition to God, but rather, giving definition to "good". If we were to measure goo

dness, what standard would we use? We would use God. We would say, "how do you measure in comparison to God?"
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This is how good you are.??We don't say, "By what standard do we measure God?" For we know that God is core, the r
oot, the heart of all things. We know God is at the top and everything else is below. Therefore, when we say "God is goo
d", we are really saying, "To be good is to be God." ??This is important. For whenever we saying something is good, we
are saying, "This is God." Only God is good. ONLY God is good. And so, anything that is good, is God. ??Now, when we
call human beings good, we are using it to define them. We are using it as a trait. People judge by what they can see, ou
tward appearance. So, usually, when we say someone is good, it is because of the good things they do. (Because of the
Godly things they do.) We say, "Martin is a good person because he gives money to the poor." However, as we know, G
od judges by the heart. (1 Samuel 16:7) This statement is also important, although I will explain later.??When God creat
ed humans, He meant for them to be good. Which means, He created us to be like Him. However, only God is good. An
d so, all was well and fine as long as we did not defy good (defy God). ??When God looked at His creation (the heavens
and the earth) in Genesis, multiple times He called it good. Why? Because His creation did not defy Him. It was in accor
d with His will. It existed in the presence of God. ??However, the minute we sinned, this all changed. We defied God. W
e defied His goodness. We went against His will.??At this point, it is important to note that we were not born of God. We
were part of creation. As a part of creation, as long as we followed God's will, we were good. We were in one accord wit
h God. ??However, we were given free will. When we exercised our freedom and sinned, everything fell apart. For the fir
st time in all of creation, a creature apart from God had defied His goodness, His supremacy, His Holiness. ??Sin is the
defiance of God's will. Sin is evil because it goes against God who is good. ??Thus, the minute the first sin was committ
ed, evil was born. And from that point forward, all men were evil because they were no longer in accord with God's will. ?
?God is at the top. He is supreme. In order for God to be supreme, He cannot let anything exist that threatens His supre
macy. If He did, He would no longer be good which means He would no longer be God. (Which we know it is impossible
for God to not be God.) ??It is impossible for God to let anything be in His presense that challenges His authority. Our si
n was to defy God. This meant we defied His authority. And so God had one of two choices. He could extinguish us right
then and there, or He could rebuke us. When Adam and Eve sinned, God chose to draw His spirit from us causing us to
die. ??God cannot be near sin. However, only God is good. This means that anything apart from God that is not in accor
d to His will, is evil. Thus, all of humanity is evil. (Romans 3:10) ??The story continues. God gave us the law. He gave u
s the law to show how sinful we are. (Romans 5:20) Only God who is good can live up to the law. He gave us the law to
show us that we are evil. ??We know what happened. The law showed that we are sinful. We cannot be good. ??And so
, God then sent His son to save us. How? Jesus, who is God, came to earth and lived up to the law. He then took all sin
and died with it. The law did not die, rather, Jesus died to the law, and we died with Him. (Romans 7:4)??Then He said,
"Whoever believes in my son, shall be saved." ??What happens is important. In order to be saved, we must accept Jesu
s as our Lord. (Romans 10:9) This means that we submit unto the authority of Jesus Christ. ??The first part is important.
We submit unto the authority of Christ. Do you remember the problem we had above? Sin was the defiance to God's will
. Sin challenged God's authority. If we submit ourselves unto Jesus and make Him our Lord, then we are submitting unto
the authority of God. This solves half the problem of sin. If we submit unto God's authority, then He does not have to exti
nguish us or rebuke us. We can be forgiven for our defiance. We are no longer challenging God's supremacy for we hav
e submitted unto it. We have made Him our King and God by a committed choice.??The second half of the problem of si
n is to not do it. Only God is good. Only God could possibly be good. So, if we are to be made good, we must become a
part of God. This means we must be born again. We must be born again as a part of God bearing His Spirit. However, to
be born again, we must first die.??When we are saved, Christ then helps us overcome sin. How? Well, He redeems us.
We die on the cross to the law, and are born again as a part of God.??There are two parts to our death. We have a spirit
and a body. The spirit and body come together to form us. When we are saved, our spirit that lives in what we call the he
art dies. We are then born again in the Spirit. We are given a new heart. (Ezekiel 36:36) However, the transformation is
still not complete. We still have this body to tackle with. Our earthly body must die and we must be given a new heavenly
body to be fully transformed to the image of Christ. We must be resurrected. (Paul speaks about the importance of the r
esurrection in 1 Corinthians 15.)??However, as far as sin goes, we have been delivered. Christ has delivered us from all
sin in two ways. 1) He has become our Lord. 2) He has made us new. ??This means, as a Christian, it is impossible for
us to sin. It is impossible for us to defy God's will. Why? Because we are a part of God. We have been born again as a p
art of God. If you remember, God is good. God cannot sin. Therefore, if we are truly born again as a part of God, we als
o cannot sin. ??1 John 3:9 - (NLT)?"Those who have been born into God's family do not sin, because God's life is in the
m. So they can't keep on sinning, because they have been born of God."??When we are born again, we become a part
of God. We are good. Our heart is good. However, our body is still bad. Because our bodies are still bad, people who ar
e saved still do bad things. It is not because they are bad, it is because thier flesh is bad. ??It is impossible for us to sin
after we are saved because we are a part of God. Our will has been transformed into God's will. ??Now, what does this
mean for Christian's who sin? If they are a part of God, doesn't that means God sins? What about that? ??You must und
erstand that our heart has been transformed but our body has not been. When we sin, we do not mean to sin. It is not int
ention. It cannot be. Why? For Jesus Christ lives in our heart. If our heart is bad, then we are saying that Jesus is bad.
We know Jesus is good. The heart of a true born again Christian is never bad. It is always good and always wishes to d
0 good things. It bears Christ and has the nature of Christ. Our heart is of God, but our body is not. Rather, our flesh figh
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ts against us.??We all know by experience that we must be reminded to follow our heart, to follow the Holy Spirit inside
of us, to follow Jesus. ??Inside every Christian, a great war rages between the body(flesh) and the heart(spirit). The hea
rt is good and wants to do good. However, the body is still evil. It craves bad things. And so, we live admist this constant
conflict. ??Many Christians sway easily to the desires of thier flesh because they ignore the joys of thier spirit. They are
decieved and tricked. They always mean good things, and always mean to do good things because thier heart is good, b
ut for some reason, they end up doing bad things and sin. Sometimes, they even given in to the flesh and become a slav
e to sin. (They don't want to, but thier flesh is weak.)??Matthew 26:41 - (NLT)?"Keep alert and pray. Otherwise temptatio
n will overpower you. For though the spirit is willing enough, the body is weak!" ??We need not worry about our salvation
, though, for we are judged by our heart as established above. Jesus lives in our heart, and so, we cannot fail. (Unless w
e ask Jesus to leave our heart, but that's a whole different issue.) This means that if we have been born again, we can d
o anything, and we will still goto Heaven. (Please do not pull this as a quote without reading further.)??However, as Paul
so established in the bible, not everything is beneficial. Not to mention, if we truly love God, we will want to please Him.
We will want to do good. ??Since we have been transformed, our inward nature has been transformed. If we give into th
e desires of the flesh, we will quickly discover a disgust, sadness, and other such evils inside of us. We will be prone to
all the desires of the flesh. ??However, if we give into our true nature, the nature of God, it will produce all sorts of good t
hings in us. We will also be joyful and at peace. ??You don't really have to force this on any Christian. | have noticed tha
t people who are filled with the Spirit learn this lesson quickly through experience. They may go into sin for a time, even
a long time in human terms. When they do, it takes a toll on them. Sooner or later, they become so disgusted with thems
elves that they come running to repentance, and some friend gets a call at 3am with the person saying, "Please help me
get right with God." Or in another scenario, God will discipline them. This causes them to come running too. ??It takes ti
me. We must be patient with those that stumble and faulter. We must be careful not to stumble with them, but we must n
ot judge them either. Rather, we should always reflect Christ who loved his disciples and helped encourage them. Even t
hough Christ knew Peter would deny Him three times that very night, Christ still called Peter the rock upon which He wo
uld build His church. ??Now, going back to the above. It is true that we battle against the flesh and fight against it. ??For
many of us, we love God with all our heart, and we want to be sin free. Not because we have anything to prove, but just
because we love God. There are many devout Christians who strive to be thier best in order to show the Lord gratitude f
or all He has done. ??There are also many Christians who encourage and push other Christians to be sin free, not beca
use they are worried this person is going to Hell, but because they love that person. They love them so much, they want
to see them at thier best. ??Love motivates us to be sin free.

The closer we draw to Christ, the more disgusted we become with sin, and the more transformed to His likeness we bec
ome. ??However, there is a small problem. Many people think that since they have been saved that they should have co
mplete victory over thier flesh. This will never happen. It is impossible for you to have complete victory over your flesh. Y
our flesh has yet to be transformed. It is not a part of God. Your flesh is no good. ??If you were to become sin free in yo
ur flesh, then you would do what Jesus did. By this, you wouldn't need Him. As we know, that's no good. If you were to g
ain complete victory over sin in your flesh, then you would not be at war. You would not have a flesh to battle against. If
you walked without sin, then you would not die in the flesh. You would be perfect and live forever. ??That is why God did
not give Paul victory over His thorn. We all have thorns. There is a sin or sin(s) that haunt every Christian. Some try to hi
de it. Some are completely ignorant of it. Some fall away from God because they don't get victory. ??The Devil uses our
thorn to hurt us. We think, "I have victory in Christ." And then we sin in the flesh. This breaks us down. It opens us up to
attack. "Why did | sin? Why did not Jesus help me?" We then start think, "Where was Jesus when | needed Him?" This o
pens us to more attacks and more attacks until finally we start to question our salvation. We become guilt stricken and d

leshly bodies. ??We do not yet have victory. If we had victory, then there would be no war. Victors don't fight, they rejoic
e. We know that we have victory in Jesus. We have the hope of victory. We have HOPE!!! Because we have Jesus, we
can say the war has already been won. The war has been won, but the war is not over. We still have to press on to the e
nd. We still have to persevere.

Everyday, we must die to our flesh. Everyday, we should fall on our knees and ask Christ to give us strength. Everyday,
we must realize that we are weak and that we need Jesus.

The Lord said unto Paul, "My grace is sufficient." This means that the blood of Christ is sufficient to cover all our sin. All
we need is Jesus.

We should be careful not to fall into the snares of the Devil whose primary goal is to destroy our relationship with God. H
e will use whatever means necessary to do so. All the Devil has to do is get us to focus on something other than Jesus.

For Christians, the easiest way to do this is to focus them on sin. He will get them so wrapped up in trying to become sinl
ess, that they lose sight of Christ. By this, instead of having a deep intimate relationship with Christ, the person becomes
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wrapped up in sin management. Is that a healthy relationship? ??We need to keep our focus on our King, on the hope of
the victory. We need to walk in faith. By this, we keep our focus on Jesus. ??If we do, we will not let sin have power over
us. And | don't mean we will not fall into sin. This is not right. The body is weak. We will fall into sin. If we never did, then
we wouldn't need grace. We need grace. The above statment means we will not let sin have power over us. It will not bi

nd us. It will not lead us into guilt. It will not bring us into addiction. It will not control us. It will not haunt us.??When our f

ocus is on Christ, we will be aware of His presence in our lives 24/7. We will live in fear of the Lord. We will not be drawn
to the world, but rather be filled with love. ??Amen.??1 hope this better explains some things.

?May God bless you my brother with deep understanding.??Blake

Re: Re: Is sin normal for the Christian? - posted by LetUsPray (), on: 2005/10/11 11:31
Dear Beenblake,

| post this just to make sure that | understand you correctly. When you say:

------------------------- The apostle Paul had a thorn in his side. The Lord's response to this thorn was, "My grace is sufficient." Why did the Lord not delive
r Paul from this thorn in his side? Was it because it was impossible for God? ??Quite the contrary. The Lord left the thorn in Paul's side to remind Paul
of His grace. ??If Paul had overcome all of his sins, if Paul had walked with no visible sin, then Paul could have quickly become self-righteous. Howev
er, in order that Paul would be continually be humbled, the Lord left this little reminder. ??

are you saying that the thorn was a measure of sin? The Bible doesnA't specify what the thorn in PaulA’s flesh is, but | a
m totally convicted of the fact that since there is no sin in God, He would not give us a measure of sin. We have enough

trouble crucifying the flesh without our Lord to give us some more. Many scholars have said that it was a physical ailmen
t. IsnA't it more likely that it was a physical ailment, which is sometimes also attributed to Satan?

Luke 13:11 And there was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; and she was bent do
uble, and could not straighten up at all. 16 "And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound f
or eighteen long years, should she not have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?"

————————————————————————— The closer we draw to Christ, the more disgusted we become with sin, and the more transformed to His likeness we become. ??Ho
wever, there is a small problem. Many people think that since they have been saved that they should have complete victory over thier flesh. This will n
ever happen.

| agree with your comment. We are crucifiqd with Christ and the power on Satan over our lives is broken, but unfortunate
ly we still sin. But, | agree with others, we A— with the grace of God A— should as Paula4JC writes depend on the sanctif
ying work of the Holy Spirit:

------------------------- Since the Holy Spirit lives in me and | depend on Him daily to live a peaceful and Christ like life, | strongly resist the temptation to dir
ectly or indirectly participate in any thing that would grieve the Spirit or dishonor Christ, (James 4:7. Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you).

God bless you Beenblake,

Re: - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2005/10/11 12:42

————————————————————————— are you saying that the thorn was a measure of sin? The Bible doesn&#8217;t specify what the thorn in Paul&#8217;s flesh is, but |
am totally convicted of the fact that since there is no sin in God, He would not give us a measure of sin. We have enough trouble crucifying the flesh wi
thout our Lord to give us some more. Many scholars have said that it was a physical ailment. Isn&#8217;t it more likely that it was a physical ailment,
which is sometimes also attributed to Satan?

| agree with Hans here and would add this; the Bible tells us that the thorn in the flesh was given to keep Paul from bein
g exalted, from spiritual pride, as a result of the many visions and revelations he had. If the "thorn" was some type of sin
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then that would mean God sent one sin into his life to keep him from another sin? To my knowledge sin never has this ef
fect. Seems much more likely it was some physical ailment as Hans said.

In Christ,

Ron

Re: - posted by beenblake (), on: 2005/10/13 9:09
Dear LetUsPray,

Your correct, the bible does not give clear indication whether Paul's thorn was a sin or not. However, the Lord's
response to Paul in regards to his thorn was, "My grace is sufficient." Why would Paul need grace, if his thorn was not
sin?

It would not make sense if it were a physical ailment. Firstly, God would have said, "My strength is sufficient" as a
physical ailment hinders the body and not the Spirit. Secondly, Paul knew that his body/flesh was incomplete. By this,
Paul would not have pleaded to be healed knowing his body was not of God. Thirdly, Paul would have been thankful for
an ailment such as Jacob had for God would have been all the more glorified through it. Lastly, the Lord left this thorn in
Him to keep him from Spiritual pride as it indicates in 2 Corinthians 12:7. A physical ailment is not something that would
keep Paul from Spiritual pride, for a physical ailment is not spiritual. Spiritual pride occurs when we think we are greater
than God, or as Holy as God. The only thing that would have kept Paul from this is a sin. By this, Paul would have been
reminded daily that He was less than Christ.

Christ did not give Paul his thorn. Paul said he pleaded for the Lord to take it away, but He did not. Rather, the Lord left
this thorn in Paul. He did not take it away.

------------------------- Since the Holy Spirit lives in me and | depend on Him daily to live a peaceful and Christ like life, | strongly resist the temptation to dir
ectly or indirectly participate in any thing that would grieve the Spirit or dishonor Christ, (James 4:7. Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you).

| agree whole heartedly with this quote and don't think it conflicts with anything | have said. Although the Devil will flee fr
om us for a time, He always comes back.

We should strive to be Holy for God. However, this desire to be Holy should not be for the sake of righteousness, rather i
t should be for love.

Let me explain. When we love a person, we do things for that person without expecting anything in return. When we striv
e to be Holy for God in love, we do so without expecting anything in return. We do it to show gratitude for what God has
done for us. When we try to be good or Holy out of love, if we should faulter and fall, it doesn't cause us to waver in faith.
Why? We didn't do it to earn anything, we did it just to give our love to God. And so, since we didn't have any expectatio
ns, our sin doesn't cause us to stumble. Rather, we reside in God's grace and keep trying.

When we strive to be Holy for the sake of righteousness, we are actually being selfish. We are trying to do good things f
or the sake of our own righteousness. We are trying to do good things for God with the expectation that He will give us s
omething in return. We are trying to earn God's love so to speak. In this scenario, when we stumble and sin, we then fall
apart. We feel ashamed and guilt stricken.

My point is this, "Only God is good." We should not attempt to be God, we should attempt to be like Christ. While Christ

was perfect, He never once claimed to be God. He never once claimed that He was good. Rather, He always did the will
of the Father. And Christ always gave credit to God for all His good deeds. Christ was never self-righteous. He never on
ce said, "Look at how good | am and the good things | do." Christ was completely dependent on the Father.

This all leads to the same core statement: we should follow Christ.

Thank you my friend highlighting that.
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| hope this helps,

Blake

Of course it's normal to sin! That's why we need Christ every day! - posted by roadsign (), on: 2005/10/13 9:14

Normal: it means the norm. IA’d have to admit that my observations have led me to believe that it is very normal for Chri
stians to sin. In fact sin seems to be the norm. That is why we need revival.

So perhaps we should reword our question: A“ls it ideal that Christians sin?A” The answer is A“NoA”. But that is not real
ity. But even if we say, A“No it is not expected that we sinA” then we set ourselves such a high ideal, that we either hav
e to deny our sin, or we will feel terribly defeated. (we may kick ourselves a lot)

The above question is also complicated by our faulty understandings of sin. Usually we refer to sin as certain outward ac
ts (depending on our background), but rarely do we think of faulty thinking, faulty trusts, hidden idols in our hearts, bitter
roots, buried anger, unbelief (manifested by worry, controlling behaviors, etc etc.) - all those things that donA’t FEEL wr
ong. Any of these sins can be masked by a fine looking outer life. And so hypocrisy sets in. And soon we say, A“l thank
God that IA'm not a sinner like he is.A” IsnA't that the plague of our churches?

Sadly, | have seen all too often where someone A“asks Jesus in their heartsA” and then they are told that they have vict
ory from sin. It is ideal, but not reality. They still cling to many sins (not on purpose, of course) They simply receive a ma
ssive inoculation and from admitting it. They no longer see their need to face the various sin loads in their heart. After all,
the sin is supposed to be gone! They remain in bondage, and donA’t know why. It canA’t be sin, surely! And so they go |
ooking elsewhere for solutions.

| think that our inadequate definition of sin keeps us from the full benefit of GodA’s forgiveness. We first have to recogniz
e our sin (from GodA'’s point of view), and admit it (confession) before we can appeal to God for his mercy.

GodA'’s standards , the greatest commandment is so high that not one of us can attain it. Who of us can love God with A
LL our hearts, ALL our minds, and ALL our souls A— even for one minute? We may think we do, but God has a way of s

howing us that we donA’t. Who of us always loves our neighbor as we should? We have no idea how many times we A*
pass by on the other sideA”. We have no idea how many times a needy person crosses our path, and we pass them by

with a polite A“Hi, How are you?A” with no real interest in knowing whatA’s going on with them. We have no idea how m
uch our affluent western life style is robbing the poor people of the world.

In Hebrews it says; A“In your struggle against sin you have not resisted to the point of shedding your blood.A” Heb. 12:4
. Il wonder how many of us have died to self so much that we would be willing to surrender our very lives rather than com
promise our loyalty to God. And so, the Lord disciplines us through hardships. Hardships help us learn about ourselves.
They strip away our self-illusions, and cause us to cry out to God for mercy. The recognition of our sinfulness helps us r
ely on God, and not on ourselves, or our past A“salvationA” experience.

Here is an anonymous poem that helps us understand our sinful nature.

Much of our spiritual life

has a great deal of leaven

of self-advantage and self-glory

only on a higher level,

and of a more refined sort.

Nothing is so hard to kill as pride and selfishness.
Man is like an onion - layer after layer,

and each layer of self in some form.

Strip off self-righteousness,
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and you will come to self-trust;

get beneath this

and you will meet self-seeking,

and self-pleasing;

and even when you think these are abandoned,
self will betrays its presence.

If this seems stripped off,
you find self-defense,
and last of all,

self-glory.

And when even this seems abandoned,
the heart of the human 'onion'-

most offensive of all-

is the selfish PRIDE

that boasts at last of being truly humble.

Re: Of course it's normal to sin! That's why we need Christ every day! - posted by LetUsPray (), on: 2005/10/13 9:18
Bless you Roadsign, for that "reality" check.

Re: What is a christian? - posted by roadsign (), on: 2005/10/13 9:43
| forgot to include one other factor:

OneA’s understanding of what a A“ChristianA” is will also complicate this question: Is it normal for Christians to sin?

Jesus said that many would refer to themselves as Christians, but in fact, not be. This is an entirely different topic, but |
add it in here to remind us that there are many "Christians" who are not even BORN FROM ABOVE A- ie the Spirit. So t
hey do not have ChristA’s Spirit working in them to teach them GodA’s ways, purify them, etc etc. They may look more p
olished than true followers of Christ A— those who are still struggling with sin but are crying out to God for his mercy and
forgiveness.

The greatest sin is to deny oneA'’s sin because that keeps one from seeing their desperate need for Christ A— not only o
nce but all the time.

Is a Christian one who seems cleaned up, or one who sees that he is NOT cleaned up and so accepts God's mercy?

Re: - posted by grod95, on: 2006/2/5 20:12

Thanks for the feedback, Blake. | believe you and | are saying the same thing and have a similar understanding of the r
amifications of sin. | just said it in a more condensed form. Sorry for taking awhile to get back to you. Had no idea som
eone had responded to my comment concerning this subject.

grodos 8-)

Re: - posted by BeYeDoers (), on: 2006/2/5 23:26

Paul's thorn in the flesh had nothing to do with sin in his life. Jesus came to set us free from sin; not most sin while leavi
ng one behind. There is no, not one, nil, zilch scripture indicating that God would leave a sin in us. When the Bible talks
about victorious life, it doesn't say "except one sin, that my grace may abound in you". Paul preached against this very t
hing all throughout the NT.

Many believe that Paul's thorn in the flesh was a physical ailment, which was part of the reason he had Luke accompany
him through much of his ministry. David Wilkerson is in this camp.
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However, | believe a study on "thorn in the flesh" in scripture reveals otherwise. | think the phrase is used one or two oth
er times in the Bible, and speaks of a spiritual battle/temptation. Paris Reidhead calls this the "first mention principle." Us
ually, when God uses word or phrase, you find that He defines it in the first occurence of it in scripture. | suggest doing t
hat here.

Just 2 more cents regarding this topic of sin in the Christian life: Leonard Ravenhill believed that Paul in fact reached the
state of entire sanctification here on earth (not sinless perfection, but Christian perfection, as John Wesley defined it), bu
t was too humble to claim such a thing (which begs the question--if he claimed it, would he have really achieved it? My u
ncle likes to say in reference to humility: Once you think you have it, you've lost it).

Blessings

Re: Of course it's normal to sin! That's why we need Christ every day! - posted by Quickend (), on: 2006/2/6 4:37

Roadsign,
| found some of the statements in your post very troubling.

Quote:Roadsign
"GodA’s standards , the greatest commandment is so high that not one of us can attain it"

1 John 2:4
He that saith, | know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

Quote:Roadsign

Sadly, | have seen all too often where someone A“asks Jesus in their heartsA” and then they are told that they have vict
ory from sin. It is ideal, but not reality.

1 Corinthians 15:57
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

In my experience belivers are given victory over sin. However,as with anything that you are given, it is up to you what yo
u do with the gift. You can neglect it, throw it away, or simply not use it. The worst thing you can do , in my opinion is de
ny that you ever had it.

Quote:Roadsign "IA’d have to admit that my observations have led me to believe that it is very normal for Christians to si
n"

1 John 5:18
We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked on
e toucheth him not.

Christains are not infallible by any means, but if sinning has become the norm, we do well to question whether or not we
are christiains at all.

Re: - posted by CJaKfOrEsT (), on: 2006/2/6 5:33

Quickend wrote:

Roadsign,

| found some of the statements in your post very troubling.
Quote:Roadsign

"GodA’s standards , the greatest commandment is so high that not one of us can attain it"

1 John 2:4
He that saith, | know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
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Please Roadsign, correct me if I'm wrong, but | think | understand where you are heading with this.
Sometimes we have to accept the "dark sayings" of God, and stop trying to fill in gaps that He left empty.
Matt 19:26 - "...With men this (entering into the kingdom of heaven) is impossible; but with God, all things are possible.”

You've quoted 1 John, and | believe, have taken slightly out of context. This is more of a "definition" than an "indictment"
. By this | mean, the way to tell if the truth is not in someone, is that they don't keep the commandments. The way to tell i
f you are a "liar" is that you don't keep the commandments.

Remember Paul's words, "Let God be true, and every man a liar". For me to see my failure to keep the commandments
brings me face to face with the fact that | am one of the "every men", wholly dependant on God to cleans me of my unrig
hteousness (1 John 1:9). The only way that this is possible, is by the constant acceptance of the fact that | am totally inc
apable of obedience without Divine assistance, and then trusting Him to cleanse me, knowing that | will never be "clean"
apart from Him.

This is the issue of the garden. Gods plan was always that we obey out of our continual relationship with Him. Satan's te
mptation of Eve led to the two of them seeking the ability to obey internally, thought the acquisition of Knowledge, rather
that through communion with the Divinity.

Quickend wrote:
Quote:Roadsign

Sadly, | have seen all too often where someone A“asks Jesus in their heartsA” and then they are told that they have victory from sin. It is ideal, but not
reality.

1 Corinthians 15:57
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

In my experience believers are given victory over sin. However,as with anything that you are given, it is up to you what you do with the gift. You can ne
glect it, throw it away, or simply not use it. The worst thing you can do , in my opinion is deny that you ever had it.

The gift not and never was obedience, but is Himself. Interestingly, this is what "quickening" means. We fail to realise th
at being filled of the Holy Spirit is the means of producing His fruit. It's always tempting to think of the Holy Spirit as a "thi
ng" and not the third "Person" of the Trinity. Being filled with the Spirit is have your nature infused with His nature. The th
ought of "filling" creates an image of Wind filling a sail, in order to propel the boat. Interestingly the words for Spirit and w
ind are the same in both Greek (pneuma) and Hebrew (bruach). The Holy Spirit fills our nature with His nature with the i
ntention of manifesting His works in our works. In other words, our obedience is really His obedience, and this leaves "n
o room for boasting™ in us.

We have to accept the fact that obedience, in action, is "abnormal” and and therefore it would be "normal” to disobey. To
word it slightly differently, it is "natural” to sin, and it is "supernatural” to obey. "In my experience" to ignore this fact, and
assume an ability obedience without reliance on Christ, is to join the queue to join the backslider club, unless the necess
ary "death to self" is produced first.

Quickend wrote: A
Quote:Roadsign "IA’d have to admit that my observations have led me to believe that it is very normal for Christians to sin"

1 John 5:18
We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

Christains are not infallible by any means, but if sinning has become the norm, we do well to question whether or not we are christiains at all.
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Sorry to split hairs, but "Christian” was more of a derogatory term in NT days, a label assigned to believers by the reside
nts of Antioch. My reason for pointing this out, is that too many people think of being a "Christian" as having entered into
an "initiation" process of sorts, which was either real or false. While this is true to a way, it neglects "He who is able to co
mplete". This really manifests itself with the term "saved" and everything that it entails. Too many Christians use the wor
d saved to mean "someone who has (insert initiation process here)".

Really, there is no real assurance of salvation, until Judgement Day books are opened. However, we can be assured of
our "sonship”. Conformity is a process, and there is no excuse for falling short of the mark. However, if you can accept th
is fact, and "continually acknowledge this before God and man, without attempting to absolve yourself from guilt” (ie, con
fess your sins) then God is "faithful and just to forgive your sins and cleanse you of all unrighteousness". The moment th
e attitude of confession stops, we have to accept the fact that we are guilty of calling God a liar. This is antithetical to fait
h ("Without faith it is impossible to please God", "That which is not of faith is sin").

Faith is not natural or normal!!! This needs to get deep into our understanding, or we can never be pleasing to God. "We
are saved by grace, through faith, which is {b

not of ourselves, but is a gift from God". | repeat, there is no room for boasting in this.

Our obedience in action are merely a proof of this. "Obedience" in action without this, is not obedience at all, but is "self-
righteous-Pharisee-ism" (Rom 10:1-3).

In conclusion, may | quote Roadsign's post title:

Roadsign wrote:
Of course it's normal to sin! That's why we need Christ every day!

Re: about sinning every day - posted by claydough, on: 2006/2/6 14:34

about sinning every day, according to the bible sin is a choice, not something we just do. James 4:7 says he that KNO
WS to do good and does not do it, to him IT (THAT) is sin. according to 1 john 3:8 sin is a wilfull transgression against th
e law of God. therefore we do not have to sin, but we still need Christ everyday. to say that we sin every day is not foun
d in the scriptures. if it were true that we hasd to sin everyday then we would have to say that Adam and Eve had to eat t
he forbidden fruit. they did not have to eat it they chose to eat it.

Re: - posted by Quickend (), on: 2006/2/6 19:06
CJaKfOrEsT,

| would like to responed to your post by first pointing out where we agree.

In your post you stated that you were "totally incapable of obedience without Divine assistance"
Also you said "l will never be "clean" apart from Him"

To this | say amen.
| would however like to point out that we have "divine assistance" and are therefore capable of obedience.

Quote: CJaKfOresT
"You've quoted 1 John, and | believe, have taken slightly out of context. This is more of a "definition" than an "indictment
". By this | mean, the way to tell if the truth is not in someone, is that they don't keep the commandments. The way to tell

if you are a "liar" is that you don't keep the commandments"

1 John 2:4
He that saith, | know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
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In regards to your interpitation of this scipture. | would say that (whenever possible) | take the scripture to mean what the
y most clearly say, and I try not to rephrase them.

You also said in your post "The gift is not and never was obedience, but is Himself.
| belive however that scripture will support the following assertion.

The gift is Christ, but In recieving this gift(Christ)we also recive empowerment among many other benifits as a direct res
ult of reciving Christ.

It is through him that we are able to be obedient.

Romans 6:16
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin un
to death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

There are many other things | would like to disscus with you but perhaps we will talk more in later post. May God bless y
ou and keep you.
Quickend

Re: Of course it's normal to sin! That's why we need Christ every day! - posted by claydough, on: 2006/2/7 3:59

as christians we are told that the scriptures are the final authority in all matters. that would include the idea that we do n
ot have to sin. if we say that we must sin then we must also say that adam and eve in the garden of eden had to eat the
forbidden fruit, you decide what it was, they did not have to eat it. they made a willful decision to eat the fruit, they did n
ot make a mistake they sinned.

am i saying that we do not sin, NO! we sin but it is according to 1 john 3:8 a willful transgression. but no where in God's
Holy word did he give us a command that we could not keep. if he did then he would not be God. it amazes me that pe
ople readily accept some verses but others they say well i don't that God really meant that. if he didn't then it would not

be in the word.

1 john 2:1 says that what John wrote was so that we might not sin. but, and the next word is a big one, if we sin. not wh
en. if is a conditional word and it means if. some will try to say that that is not what God means there, but i say that if G
od said it He means it.

Re: - posted by CJaKfOrEsT (), on: 2006/2/8 10:30

Quickend wrote:
I would like to responed to your post by first pointing out where we agree.

In your post you stated that you were "totally incapable of obedience without Divine assistance"
Also you said "l will never be “clean" apart from Him"

To this | say amen.
| would however like to point out that we have "divine assistance" and are therefore capable of obedience.

Quickend,

| think you missed the heart of my post. My purpose was to reveal that what the two of you were saying was compatible,
but from separate extremes. Please allow me to point out the following principle, as quoted by Ray Comfort, "Law to the
proud, grace to the humble." | make a slight adaptation to this "Law to the proud, grace to the humble, 'law of grace' to th

e proud in Christ™.

Never forget that the cross is, and always will be an "offense to the Jew" and "foolishness to the Greek". Why? Because
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the "Greek" thinks it is ridiculous that someone would die for him because, in his mind, he has done nothing wrong. The
"Jew" on the other hand can't bear the fact that someone else is going to take the rap for him, when he's perfectly capabl
e of atoning for his own sin. This is the "offence of the cross". It is a shame that goes beyond all reproach, the fact that w
e need to accept help from another. The moment that we turn from our need of Divine assistance, the Lord lets us go ou
r way, fully pursuaded that we're okay. Then comes into affect, "Pride cometh before the fall".

My point behind this is as follows. If we are to define sin as malevolent behaviour (ie, murder, fornication, hatred, sexual
lust, etc..) if we are to keep our behaviour in check, then we would be "sinless". This of course is not true, because bene
vloent behaviour outside of union with God is actually the Parissaic sin of self-righteousness.

Consider this, which is worse, to be utterly moral in conduct, or to be totally dependant on God? To quote Leonard Rave
nhill, "Jesus didn't come to make bad men good, but to make dead men live." The reality is, the man who is truly clinging
to Christ, will be naturally moral in conduct, up until the time when he backs off, from Him. He lives "by the faith of the so
n of God, who loved (him) and gave himself for (him)". The man who is moral, without that same level of dependance, wi
I think that he is doing God a service.

Consider also the audience at this site. This is a place where Christians come to find reality (where they realise it when t
hey get here or not:-)). We don't need to start with the Law here, in most cases, for I've always found that the doctrine of
grace brings greater and deeper godly sorrow (and therefore repentance) in the heart of the student of revival, because t
he bulk of them (including myself) are trying to "make it happen" and want revival to "add something" to their spiritual ex
perience.

Grace brings a man face to face with the drudgery of daily life, constantly ashamed of every failure, realising his own sh

ortcomings, and yet grateful of the Lord's promise to "forgive his sin, and cleanse him of unrighteousness", conditional o
n his continual "confession" of unrepented sin. He knows that his every success is the direct result of Christ's interventio
n, and there is no room for a dutiful, "It wasn't me, it was God", because he also knows the arrogance of a statement like
that, that implies that he is "so special” that God does stuff for him.

The proponent of grace teaching is constantly flanked my accusations, from those who wish to relax, of "going to far" by
insisting that "perfection” is possible in a believer, and accusations of promoting "licence" by those who ascribe to the "h
oliness" type teaching. The greatest shame is that he is brutally honest about the fact that he is totally dependant of Chri
st daily, not just at a fixed point in life when he became a "Christian" and then "I'll take over from here".

The silly thing about all this, is that when you take a step back, and look at what Roadsign and myself are saying, you'll s
ee that we are setting a much higher standard that that which is attainable to a mere "human", but then we are pointing t
o the Means of attainment, who is also the End of our being. Are we coming right out and saying that? Perhaps not. Ho
wever allow me to summarise what | (and | belive Roadsign also) have been saying all along.

For a human, to be sinless is impossible. But God is calling us to be impossible.
For a human, to sin is normal, but God is calling us to be abnormal.
"Of course it's normal to sin! That's why we need Christ every day!"

| understand that you feel that we are lightening the burden of a human being. But we're not. | personally don't buy into t

he whole "inherited (original) sin" thing. | believe the fall was the result of God given "self-interest" being wrongly express
ed as "selfishness". Eating the fruit was simply the expression of the heart that needed redeeming (I know that | can get

in alot of trouble saying that). Even if a bite had never been taken out of the fruit of the Tree of Knoweldge, the Cross wo
uld still be necessary. I'll leave you with that.
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Re: - posted by RandyJ (), on: 2006/2/8 13:25

Hi there claydough,

| really appreciate your post and would like to add to it. | read somewhere on this website that someone had said the scri
ptures say that if we say we don't sin then we are liars. | want to point out that that is both misreading the scriptures and
misinterpretting the scriptures. The verse reads " If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is n
ot in us." 1st John 1:8 The verse reads "have no sin" not "do not sin". | am actually quite surprised how common this mis
take is seeing that the apostle John in the very same book of the Bible says "These things write | unto you that ye sin not
"and "He that is born of God sinneth not". To 'have sin' means that you ‘have sinned' and not that you do sin. If it meant
that you do sin then it would flattly contradict the entire grain of what the apostle John was saying in that epistle.

Randy
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