
General Topics :: Thank you i go to church

Thank you i go to church - posted by saved_matt (), on: 2005/10/12 16:14
This is really a question for all of us who are open air evangelists, specifically people who hand out gospel tracts,

many, many, many, many times when giving out tratcs i get the response, 'Thank you i go to church' sometimes I'll
respond 'Are you saved?' sometimes if their walking away I'll say 'Oh good', I'm ever aware that church-goers are not
always saved and in some ways, sadly, can be more lost than a non church-goer.
 
Just looking for advice from the open air wing of the SI community,

how do YOU respond to 'Thank you i go to church'

Re: Thank you i go to church - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2005/10/12 16:19
I ask them how long they have been born again... If they don't know... well then they haven't been.

Or I ask them about their relationship with God... how did it start... how is their prayer/study time.. how often do they witn
ess and how do they do it..

Usually after a few questions you can find out alot about their walk. If there is one.. or if there isn't...

Re: Thank you i go to church - posted by allhavsinned (), on: 2005/10/12 16:21
Yo bro :) check out the www.fieldpreacher.com link on another post, it's just for people like us!

Ste. 
(see u Saturday)

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2005/10/12 16:23
If they do have a relationship with God.. I start talking about holiness and things of that sort.. eventually to encourage the
m to witness and go on with God. 

Re: - posted by allhavsinned (), on: 2005/10/12 16:32
Good response Josh, I too get the 'I'm a Christian' brush off, though I find if they are 'good' Christians they will stop and 
ask us about our walk, to make sure we are not JW's or the like. When we get talking they often say 'you are brave doin
g this' and I reply 'no, we're obedient' and that gives us an opening to encourage them to do more than just 'non-verbal' 
evangelism.

Ste

Re: Thank you i go to church - posted by philologos (), on: 2005/10/12 16:57

Quote:
-------------------------Just looking for advice from the open air wing of the SI community,

how do YOU respond to 'Thank you i go to church'
-------------------------

The classic answer used to be "I go to MacDonalds but I'm not a hamburger"
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Re: - posted by saved_matt (), on: 2005/10/12 17:07

Quote:
-------------------------"I go to MacDonalds but I'm not a hamburger"
-------------------------

bit too sarcastic thought that one, if I'm going to get hit or yelled at I'd prefer it to be for preaching the Word ;-)

Re: - posted by _Disciple_ (), on: 2005/10/12 17:42

Quote:
-------------------------Or I ask them about their relationship with God...
-------------------------
yea this is what i ask too, also when they are saying they have a christian background.

Also to get them out of the illusion that they think they are a christian when you have parents who are christians, or plac
ed them at a christian school.

however, God hasn't got grandchilderen.

Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2005/10/12 18:24
no, it's not sarcastic unless it's intended to be sarcastic.  If you say it with a smile you may get one in return.  I never use
sarcasm; it is the devil's humour.

Re: - posted by dohzman (), on: 2005/10/12 22:18
I've used that line and it works :-) 

I also ask them what Jesus Christ has been speaking to them lately.

Re: Thank you i go to church - posted by letsgetbusy (), on: 2005/10/12 22:40
It is sort of tricky, but I heard Todd Friel ask someone, 'Are you one of those born again Christians?' That really puts the 
test there.

Very similar to the communist soldiers who demanded everyone in the church they entered to leave if they were not rea
dy to die for their faith before the soldiers risked pulling their Bibles out and risking fellowship.

I asked a couple the question, 'Are you guys one of those born again Christians?' One answered 'yes' and the other 'no' 
at the same time. One of them said they weren't Baptists or anything, and I said I wasn't either (I love my Baptist brother
s, don't misunderstand me). The man commented that we were really hitting them with some heavy stuff for a Friday nig
ht. The conviction got to the point after reading John 3:3 and discussing becoming a new creature in Christ, that the man
ended the conversation.

It is sort of a tricky way to ask the question, but it does find out if they are willing to stick their neck out for Christ, or just 
a 'church goer.'

Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2005/10/12 23:47
Here are some suggestions.

Churchgoer: "Thank you I go to church"

You: Â“ThatÂ’s great do mind if I ask you a quick question?Â”  

Churchgoer: Â“SureÂ”

You: Â“Do you put your hope for salvation in the Word of God or the Words of man?Â”
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Churchgoer: Â“The Word of GodÂ” 

You: Â“Have you read thought the New Testament from beginning to end?Â” 

If they say yes , you can go right to  Â“well then IÂ’m sure you know the Bible teaches...Â”

Most of the time they will say  Â“Well, most of itÂ” or  Â“NoÂ” or Â“Some of itÂ”

Then you can reply  Â“Then how would you know if you are saved if you donÂ’t know the Words you base your salvation
upon?Â” 

or

Â“How do you know if your pastor or denomination is telling you the truth if you donÂ’t know if there are Scripture that co
ntradict what they are telling you since you havenÂ’t read them?Â” 

and

Â“Would it be safe to say then that you spend more time watching T.V. or  playing golf, etc. then reading the Bible?Â”

and then continue with some of the following,

Â“Are you aware that the Bible teaches that there are multitudes of religious people and church members who are not g
oing to heaven and are not really Christian. If you read the Bible you would see it describes these people as "having a fo
rm of godliness, but denying the power thereof" (II Tim.3:5). They think they are Christians, and have the outward form o
f Christianity, but it is only an empty shell, with no power to keep them from sin, no power to cancel their guilt, no power t
o give them peace of mind or joy of heart, and no power to give them eternal life. "They profess that they know God, but 
in works they deny Him" (Titus 1:16). They have just enough of the form of Christianity (going to church, paying tithes, s
ponsoring a child) to deceive them, just enough to make them think that all is well between their souls and God, when in 
fact nothing is well. Could you be one of these people?Â”

and/or

Â“ Do you know Jesus said Â‘Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to des
truction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.Â’ M
atthew 7:13-14 If you will examine the teachings of the Bible for yourself, you will discover that very few are living accord
ing to what is written in it. Very few follow God's ways. First of all, according to the Bible relatively few will enter heaven; 
only a "few" of those who claim to be God's people will actually enter his kingdom. Secondly, sin in your life is what will k
eep you from heaven whether you profess to believe the gospel or not. Finally, many people tolerate sin in their lives be
cause of their ignorance of God's Word and because they have been deceived by a great number of false teachers. Jes
us didn't hesitate to proclaim to people that the path leading to hell is traveled by many more people than the path to hea
ven (Matt. 7:13-14). He said that only a few find the gate that leads to eternal life. Are you one of the many or one of the 
few? Are you sure you are one of the few? What makes you so sure? How are you different from the many who confess 
Christ as Lord?Â” Â“What stands you apart from the rest of the people in your church who call Jesus Lord? Jesus said 
most of them are going to hell.Â”

and/or

Â“Did you know Jesus said Â‘So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.Â’ (Luk
e 14:3) Have you forsaken all?Â” If so- Â“Like what?Â” then when they answer you can say Â“How about........ (whatever
the Spirit speaks to your heart)Â”

and/or

Â“You may be thinking that because you have agree to certain facts of the Gospel or have said a sinners prayer or been
baptized in a church or your pastor said you would rule and reign with Jesus, that you will be saved from God's wrath--y
ou may think that you will be numbered among the "few" based on these assumption, but this is not what the Bible teach
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es. Many of the very people who claim to know and love God draw near to him merely with their lips, but deny him by th
eir actions (Titus 1:16).Â”

and/or

Â“Did you know the Bible teaches very few people accept the truth that can set them free from sin (John 8: 31-36) that is
why so many find themselves still in slavery to sin, still serving the devil (1 John 3:8). The Bible says that because many 
people continue to be evildoers, Jesus will forbid them to enter the kingdom of heaven even though they call him "Lord" (
Matt. 7:21-23). Are you one of the many people who claim to know God but are unaware what God actually says about 
who will enter his kingdom? Think about it, my friend. How many people in America have a Bible or has access to a Bibl
e. How many people read it? How many people who say they are Christians read it as much as they should? If you surv
eyed professing believers, many of them would admit that they do not read their Bibles as much as they know that they 
should. Do you read your Bible as much as you know you should? Do you know the good that you ought to do but do no
t do it and thus sin against God? (James 4:17). Are you one of those people who claim to live by every word of God (Mat
t. 4:4), but throughout the supposed many years of being "Christians" never even read every word of God? These peopl
e prove by their actions that they are not seeking to please God because they do not make every effort if even minimal e
ffort to find out what is written for them in His Word. God says, "my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge" (Hose
a 4:6). Are you one of these people? Please let me help you.Â” Hand them a pocket New Testament.

and/or

Â“Think about this, "few" diligently read, study and obey their Bibles, the "many" rely almost solely on their churches to 
make up for their lack of knowledge of God's Word. They look to their pastors, priests, and other ministers to teach them
what God's Word says, but most of these pastors, priests, and ministers are NOT teaching the truth of the Gospel. the Bi
ble actually predicts that only a few will be teaching the truth of God's Word, while there will be many deceivers in the wo
rld (1 John 4:1). Over and over the Bible warns of the danger of trusting what any person says without comparing it to G
od's Word. It says that we need to "test everything" (1 Thess. 5:21). It is necessary to examine everything we hear or rea
d and compare it to the Bible to see if it is true because Jesus said to "watch out for false prophets" (Matt. 7:15) and that
many will come to deceive you (Matt. 24:4-5, 24). The Bereans were commended for receiving the Apostle Paul's messa
ge with great eagerness and for examining the Scriptures daily to see if what Paul said was true (Acts 17:11). After he s
aid farewell to the elders of the church in Ephesus, the Apostle Paul knew that false teachers would arise (even from am
ong the church) and distort the truth of God's Word (Acts 20:29-30). For three years and with many tears Paul warned th
em night and day to be on their guard (Acts 20:31)! Paul also writes warnings of a time when people will not put up with 
sound doctrine, but will gather to themselves a great number of false teachers who will tell them what they want to hear (
2 Tim. 4:3). Infiltrating modern Christianity, many false teachers have come and have deceived many people just as the 
Bible predicted (2 Peter 1-2). If they would have taken heed to the Bible's multiple warnings of false doctrines and diligen
tly studied and obeyed the Bible they would not have been deceived. Can you honestly look me in the eye and say that 
you are one of the "few" who diligently reads, studies and obeys their Bibles, or are you one of the "many" who rely almo
st solely on their churches to make up for your lack of knowledge of God's Word and look to your pastors, priests, and ot
her ministers to teach you what God's Word says? You know what Jesus said about the Â‘manyÂ’ and the Â‘fewÂ’!Â”

and/or

Â“Think about all the people in your church and all the people you know who say they are Christians and even yourself a
nd then consider the Bible teaches there will be many hypocrites that claim to know God and yet deny him by their actio
ns God says, "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from 
me" (Isaiah 29: 13). These people the Bible talks about claim to do "all for the glory of God" (1 Cor. 10:31) and yet do m
ost things for the purpose of bringing themselves glory, success, entertainment or pleasure with no thought for the many
other things that God would have them do. The false "gospel" that many false teachers are preaching deceives people i
nto thinking they can live their lives for themselves. This is an outright contradiction to the true Gospel of the Bible which 
declares that Jesus died for us so that we would stop living for ourselves and start living for him (2 Cor. 5:15). False teac
hers teach that you can keep sinning and have heaven too, but the Bible says "Everyone who confesses the name of th
e Lord must turn away from wickedness" (2 Tim. 2:19). This false Â“live for yourself and still go to heavenÂ” gospel appe
als to the masses by allowing them to do what they want to do--and so they embrace it without question or searching the
Scriptures for themselves. This false gospel is not the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is a death sentence that deceives many 
people into thinking that their souls are secure and in right standing with God when they are not. These poor deceived p
eople who cling to unbiblical teachings and refuse the truth are among the "many" who Jesus said would try to enter thro
ugh the "narrow door" and not be able to (Luke 13:14). They try, but only half-heartedly. They seek, but only when conve
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nient. They follow God, but only when they are not following their own appetites and desires. They claim to know God, b
ut in actions they deny him (Titus 1:16). They seem eager to know God's ways, but they end up doing as they please an
d living for themselves (Is. 58:1-4). And since their mind is on earthly things, "Their destiny is destruction, their god is the
ir stomach, and their glory is in their shame" (Phil. 3:19).

Which group are most of the people in your church and most of the people you know who say they are Christians in--the
many or the few? Which group are you in--the many or the few? Are you in the remnant that is serving God not only in w
ord but in deed or the multitude who is not?Â”

Re:, on: 2005/10/13 3:33

Quote:
-------------------------I ask them how long they have been born again... If they don't know... well then they haven't been.
-------------------------

I don't think you can derive that kind of assumption from someone not necessarily knowing when they were born again.  
I may be misunderstanding though.  Do you mean if they don't know what you are talking about when you use the term '
born again' or do you mean that if they know what you're talking about but just don't know when it happened?

Liz

Re: Thank you i go to church - posted by Nasher (), on: 2005/10/13 7:39

Quote:
-------------------------how do YOU respond to 'Thank you i go to church'
-------------------------

I haven't tried this yet but you could say "Oh great, would you help me in handing out these tracts please?"
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