
General Topics :: Faith or Works?

Faith or Works? - posted by Paula-NZ (), on: 2005/10/31 3:04
How do I know the difference between faith and works?? (it sounds dumb but i'm confused!)

Does faith, in this reference, just refer to believing, accepting (and all that goes with it) Jesus Christ, or is it more than th
at.

The bible clearly states that we will be judged by our works/deeds, and that it's not enough just to have 'good intentions' i
n our hearts ("each tree is recognised by its own fruit")

I want so badly to be obedient to the Lord right now, but I just don't really have the 'Passion' (if you know what I mean)... 
The drive, the love, the longing that comes from deep within...  I do everything I'm doing right now out of obedience, out 
of wanting in my head (cos I know I SHOULD) but not my heart (because I really WANT to, or because I delight in it)...

And recently I have raised a question within myself...  

Am I just living by works??!! 

Trying to achieve something from God or gain his favour by how well I can keep going, hoping(praying) he will give me a
love for Him and everything I do for Him.

I feel guilty if I watch TV instead of praying when I first get home, (I'll just give you one examply cos I don't want to drag t
his on)

What does if mean to live by faith...?

Am I going about it all the wrong way??

Re: Faith or Works? - posted by Nightwatch (), on: 2005/10/31 3:22
In the old Jewish culture, to have faith in Jesus meant a lot more than a mental exceptance of Him. It was first turned int
o a theological accent in Greek culture. I wish I remeber who gave that sermon.

For some people to live by faith means that they have to trust God for food tomorrow. 

Definately good to fall in love with Jesus. You ravished His heart with but a glance of your eye. (Song of Solomon, 4:9)

Faith... eh, how bout love? Whenever you do something 'for God' ask yourself if your doing it for love. That helps me a lo
t. I like to pray... I want to do this because I love you God. He is worthy. 

Amen, lets stand.

Oh I also don't know what reference your refering too.
Faith without works is dead.

I want to move to New Zeland!
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Re: - posted by Paula-NZ (), on: 2005/10/31 3:37
Sorry, what do you mean what reference...? (do you mean, why I say the bible cleary states we are rewarded for our wor
ks?)

For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his w
orks. Matt 16:27

But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. Acts 10:35

Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the Lord repay him according to his works. 2Tim 4:14

This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be 
careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men. Tit 3:8

Re: - posted by Nightwatch (), on: 2005/10/31 3:49
Oh I get it now. I was thinking when you said " in this reference" you had a specific one that I missed somehow... Well I g
uess I did miss it, but still.. I get it, refering to biblical reference.

Re: - posted by Paula-NZ (), on: 2005/10/31 3:52
PS... Yes NZ is really cool! (we are the ends of the earth  ) ;-) 

Re: Faith or Works? - posted by npautsky (), on: 2005/10/31 4:07
 
Quote:
-------------------------I do everything I'm doing right now out of obedience, out of wanting in my head (cos I know I SHOULD) but not my heart (because I 
really WANT to, or because I delight in it)...
-------------------------

Hello,

I have a question for you. If everything that God wanted you to do was already in your heart then why did Jesus teach th
at it is a necessity to take up your cross daily if you want to be his disciple? 

Luk 9:23  And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and fo
llow me. 
Luk 9:24  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.

 Even Jesus had to choose between his own will and the Father's. 

Mat 26:39  And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

It looks to me like Jesus laid down is own will here and in obedience took up the father's will. One of my favorite promise
s in the bible is: he that loses his life shall find it. If your heart was already one with Gods in the sense that all of his will 
was already all of your will then there would be no need to be transformed from glory to glory or to take up your cross da
ily or to die daily as Paul puts it. I encourage you to follow your conscience, follow the word of God. I can honestly say th
at never once have I ever followed my conscience and then ended up saying O what a dummy I am, I followed my consc
ience and now look at what a mess I am in. Seek to obey God with all of your heart regardless of how you feel about it, d
o the right thing because that is what Jesus would do and he is your master. 
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Re: - posted by Paula-NZ (), on: 2005/10/31 4:36
At least something would have to come from a heart felt desire though.  Because if not... Then I don't think I could make 
it my whole life as a Christian!

And that is the point.
With Jesus... Everything he did was out of love, it was obedience out of love, not necessity or guilt or because it was just
the right thing to do...love for the father

I don't have that... but I want it

Re: - posted by groh_frog, on: 2005/10/31 4:48
Have you heard "Hell's Best Kept Secret" by Ray Comfort?  It's talking about our work as christians, and is an awesome 
one to be challenged by.  It helped me put some things in perspective.  Also, look up "The Revival Hymn".  It's another g
reat compilation, that will challenge you.

Grace and Peace...

Re: - posted by groh_frog, on: 2005/10/31 4:50
Those two are two are both awesome sermons, but also try "Ten Shekels and a Shirt" by Paris Reidhead, or just about a
nything by Leonard Ravenhill is you want to hear a man with a passion for God.  

Grace and Peace...

Re: - posted by npautsky (), on: 2005/10/31 5:11
Paula-NZ

I think the simplest way to say this is like this. If a person is going to be a Christian then there are going to be things that 
they have to do that they don't want to do. That's where the doctrine of denying oneself comes in. But, for the most part I
believe a Christian will have a heartfelt desire say, to help some troubled person. I can't imagine a person being  much o
f a Christian if their heart isn't in helping people. Its just the things that cut into our flesh that are usually hard to come up 
with a heartfelt desire for. Those are the things we must die to.

Re: Faith or Works? - posted by beenblake (), on: 2005/10/31 9:16
Dear Paula-NZ,

Hebrews 11:1 (NLT)
What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cann
ot yet see.

To have faith in Jesus is to believe in Him. And to believe in Him is to believe what He says. 

Faith includes several important things: trust and submission.

Trust in the Lord. Faith is all about trust. This means that you trust what Jesus says: you trust in what He is doing and is 
going to do.

Submit unto the Lord. Faith is all about submission. Having faith in Jesus means you are putting your faith in Him. More 
or less, you are depending on Him. Your life depends on Him. This cannot happen unless you submit unto Him.

(Read the rest of Hebrews 11, it talks all about faith.)

It is good that you seek to be obedient. The Lord probably laid this desire on your heart. He will not force you to do anyth
ing. He is making a request. He is asking you to take some steps in faith. Will you do what He asks? Will you take the st
eps and trust in Him? 

Prayer is one of the most important things a Christian can do. Jesus wants a relationship with us. A key component of a
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ny relationship is communication. How can you have a relationship with God, if you do not communicate with Him? You 
need to spend time with the Lord in prayer. Jesus spent many, many hours praying. If God is asking you to give up TV in
order to pray, He is asking you to come spend time with Him. Will you do it? 

You asked, what is the difference between faith and works? 

I think by this question you are asking what is the difference between works with faith, and works without faith. 

Works without faith means that you are trying to do things for God in order to earn His favor. It means you are trying to e
arn something. You do good things so that you can earn benefits. For instance, you do good things so that you can earn
a ticket into Heaven.

Works with faith means that you do things for God because God love's you. It means that you are doing these thing as a
result of what God has done for you. For instance, when God's love fills you so much, you can't help but run into the stre
ets and tell everyone how great God is. 

In the first instance, the person is being selfish. They don't really love God. They are doing good things so that they can 
get stuff. In the second instance, the person acting in love. They are out doing good things to show appreciation to God f
or God loving them. 

As you pointed out, when we do works with faith, our heart is in it. When our heart is in it, we are filled with joy. When we
delight in the Lord, we are overwhelmed with joy, and are extremely thankful for all His love. And so, if your heart is not i
n your works, then are you really showing God appreciation? Are you really delighting in the Lord? 

You must realize though that humans are weak. We are failures. We need Jesus. We need Jesus for salvation. We nee
d Jesus to carry us through even after we are saved. We need Him, not once to be saved, but always. 

And so, it is important for us to continually draw close to the Lord and ask Him for help. The apostle Paul said, 

1 Corinthians 15:31 (NKJ)
I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

Every day, Paul died to his old man, and every day Paul gave his life to Jesus. This means, that every day Paul drew clo
se to the Lord so that the Holy Spirit could fill Him. When the Holy Spirit fills us, He produced fruit as outlined in Galatian
s 5:22. One of these fruit is joy. 

It is important for us to humble ourselves before the Lord and seek His will. We should seek to do His will, and by this w
e are seeking to be obedient. We should also trust in the Lord that He will direct our path. (Proverbs 3:5,6) Trusting in th
e Lord means we will wait on the Lord. (Psalms 27:14, 37:5)

The above means many things, but especially it means we need to pray and be honest with the Lord. Confess all your th
oughts and desires. Confess everything before the Lord. Ask Him questions. Seek His will. Be real with God. Talk to Him
like a best friend, like a close parent, like someone you love. 

God knows you inside and out. He knows your every thought and every action. He knows what you will say before you s
ay it. (Matthew 6:8) When we pray to the Lord and confess all things to Him, it confirms this. It makes our faith true. Whe
n we do this, we are saying, "I believe you are God." Especially when we ask Him for something. It takes faith to ask so
meone for something. We must believe they can do it. And so, when we ask God for things, we are showing our faith tha
t He can do those things. 

I believe it is always important to be honest with God. We should cast all our anxiety on Jesus as Peter says (1 Peter 5:7
). Confess your sins. (1 John 1:8-10)

When you devote your time to God, especially in prayer, trust in Jesus and submit unto Him, you will delight in the Lord. 
The Lord will bless you. 

Anyway, I am sorry this has become so long. I suppose I could have narrowed this post down to one word: "PRAY!" 
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Speak to God, with your heart.

Hope this helps,

In love,
Blake

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2005/10/31 13:15
Brother Blake wrote:

Works without faith means that you are trying to do things for God in order to earn His favor. It means you are trying to e
arn something. You do good things so that you can earn benefits. For instance, you do good things so that you can earn
a ticket into Heaven.

Works with faith means that you do things for God because God love's you. It means that you are doing these thing as a
result of what God has done for you. For instance, when God's love fills you so much, you can't help but run into the stre
ets and tell everyone how great God is. 

While one may try to earn their way into heaven by following the law or the vain traditions of their fathers, most of what w
e see in religion today is works.  Why do I say this?  It is because we do not really want to hear the voice of God.  For if 
we would only listen, the word of God would cause us to be a living sacrifice.  The word of God would set us apart from 
all the affections we have for this world.  This is how the Corinthian church failed and this is how we fail today.  

We can only do the good works spoken of in Ephesians 2:10, as He himself teaches us to do them.  It all begins with fee
ding on the Holy Scriptures daily.  As the Scriptures begin to show one the foolishness of what one once hoped for and r
eplaces these futile hopes with true life experiences that come from Him one will through walking with Him daily begin to
hear His voice.  This is where we are liberated from our carnal mind.  This is the place where we learn of the treasure th
at is unseen.  This is the place where our hearts are quikened.  This is the only place from which good works has is sour
ce.  

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2005/11/1 11:08
2Cor. 6:11 O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open.  12 You are not restricted by us, but y
ou are restricted by your own affections.  13 Now in return for the same (I speak as to children), you also be open. 

2Cor. 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessnes
s? And what communion has light with darkness?  15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believ
er with an unbeliever?  16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living G
od. As God has said:
	Â“I will dwell in them
	And walk among them.
	I will be their God,
	And they shall be My people.Â”
17 Therefore
	Â“Come out from among them
	And be separate, says the Lord.
	Do not touch what is unclean,
	And I will receive you.Â”
18 	Â“I will be a Father to you,
	And you shall be My sons and daughters,
	Says the LORD Almighty.Â”
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One might ask, what does this have to do with works verse faith.  Listen to what Paul declares about the church of Corin
th.

1Cor. 1:4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus,  5 that yo
u were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge,  6 even as the testimony of Christ was confirme
d in you,  7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  8 who will also c
onfirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 God is faithful, by whom you we
re called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

These brothers and sisters in Christ have free access to the grace that comes with walking with Christ.  Yet listen to the 
next verse.  

1Cor. 1:10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgm
ent.  11 For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of ChloeÂ’s household, that there are con
tentions among you.  12 Now I say this, that each of you says, Â“I am of Paul,Â” or Â“I am of Apollos,Â” or Â“I am of Ce
phas,Â” or Â“I am of Christ.Â”  13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Pa
ul? 

What do you see?  Even though they have been given all things in Christ Jesus, yet they seek to identify with men.  How
much of this still is present with today's church.  How many seek to honor men?  How many works are done according to
man's ways?  How many works are done because we seek the affections of this world?  Can the ways of the world be in
corporated into His Church?  

Is there division in our churches like that of the Corinthian church?  Division will always be present when we look to follo
w men and not Christ.

In Christ
Jeff

Re:, on: 2005/11/1 11:21

 (https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?viewarticle&aid15590) My thoughts on works vs faith

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2005/11/1 12:33
Brother Jesse wrote:

Quote:
------------------------- Moses was a man who was a friend of God, who walked with God, and had been in God&#146;s presence so much that his face br
ightly shined and needed to be veiled. As a great preacher once said &#147;when Moses left nobody knew where he went, but when he returned ever
yone knew where he had been.&#148; God must shine through or God is not there.
-------------------------

Matt. 6:22 Â“The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if 
your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that 
darkness!

God Bless
Jeff
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Re: - posted by bluinos, on: 2005/11/1 12:36
Lazarus,

Great Document!

This is the verse that the Lord of lords has been speaking to me and convicting my heart and soul.

John 15: 8 Â– by this my Father is glorified, that you bear MUCH FRUIT; so you will be My disciples.

In bearing fruit, you have no fruit, - fruit, - more fruit, and then you have Much Fruit.

We must allow GodÂ’s Holy Word to perform its perfect work in us, it is then I Believe we are able to bear much fruit, frui
t that will remain.

Re: - posted by Paula-NZ (), on: 2005/11/2 3:45
npautsky - dying to self is not the issue (at least not the issue in question) Maybe TV is a bad example as you just
assume that I can't be bothered praying I would rather sit and not really think about anything while I just watch TV. 
Which isn't the case, and isn't the problem i'm addressing.  

The problem is... if I do these things (ie die to self) out of anything other than love, Is that works without faith???
I don't know how to make myself do them out of love, it seems to me that can only come from God... or is that just being
lazy and expecting Him to do everything for me, and me just wait for Him to change me??

I think the problem is I just don't know/understand Jesus enough to truely love him.

The bible says worship in spirit and truth.  If I don't know what it means to be spiritual (to walk in the spirit) and what I
know (and my relationship with) God is on an information level and not a revelation level, Am I a hypocrite If I sing along
at church even though I don't really mean or understand what I am singing? Aren't I just being a hypocrite???
But isn't it worse if I don't sing, because then I am not even making an effort...?

Do you see my problem???

PS Thanks beenblake - This is exactly what i meant =P

Quote:
-------------------------
beenblake wrote:

You asked, what is the difference between faith and works? 

I think by this question you are asking what is the difference between works with faith, and works without faith. 

Re: - posted by groh_frog, on: 2005/11/2 4:32
Hey, Paula.  There's two awesome sermons that, while they're not focused on this topic, they definitely changed my vie
w on it:  Listen to "Learning the Fear of God" by Zac Poonen, and "Hell's Best Kept Secret" by Ray Comfort.  They're bot
h awesome.

Oh, and also, if you have some time, listen to "Ten Shekels and a Shirt" by Paris Reidhead.  It starts out slow, but it's inc
redible.  It really is.

Grace and Peace...
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Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2005/11/2 12:34
Sister Paula wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------The problem is... if I do these things (ie die to self) out of anything other than love, Is that works without faith???
I don't know how to make myself do them out of love, it seems to me that can only come from God... or is that just being lazy and expecting Him to do 
everything for me, and me just wait for Him to change me??

-------------------------

What you have just stated is what Paul wrote in Chapter 7 of Romans.

18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what 
is good I do not find.

Do you see what you and Paul have said is the same:  "...but
how to perform what is good I do not find."  What does Paul attribute this lack of understanding to?  "For I know that  in 
me (that is, in my flesh)  nothing good dwells."  You have come to understand what Paul is teaching here in Romans 7.
 You know according to Scriptures that God command us to love Him with all of our stength, mind, and heart and then to
love one another.  Yet you also have come to understand that you don't have it within you to obey His command.  

You have also spoken of walking in the Spirit.  This again is the solution to this dilema which you find yourself in.  Scriptu
re says that one must be led by the Spirit so that one can know how to perform what God has commanded of His childre
n.  

Do you see how Scripture begins to work in you?  Do you see the power of the living word?  Everyone who comes to Je
sus will walk this same path.  Everyone who continues to draw near Him will be given all things that are in Christ Jesus.  

Continue reading the Scriptures.  Feed daily on the bread from heaven.  His words will come to give you understanding. 
Only believe every word of Scripture.  Do not treat the Word of God as a smorgasborg; only picking what tastes good to 
your flesh.  Allow the word of God to penetrate your being.  As He speaks to you, give up those things which you once th
ought to be true.  This is where the dieing to self begins.  It is not according to the flesh but as the Spirit calls to you, this 
is the perfect way.  His burden is light, take His yoke upon you and learn from Him.  He is lowly and of a humble heart.  
As He directs you by the yoke of His word, you will learn how He loves you.  You will learn to love the same things He lo
ves.  This is the only way.  He is the way the truth and the light.  

Do not honor men more than your Savior.  

Quote:
-------------------------I think the problem is I just don't know/understand Jesus enough to truely love him.

The bible says worship in spirit and truth.  If I don't know what it means to be spiritual (to walk in the spirit) and what I know (and my relationship with) 
God is on an information level and not a revelation level, Am I a hypocrite If I sing along at church even though I don't really mean or understand what 
I am singing? 
-------------------------

He will give you a new song.  He is faithful just listen.  It is this song that causes your heart to cry out Abba Father.

In Christ
Jeff
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