sermon {29

General Topics :: True Faith

True Faith - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2006/2/4 14:25
Here is an article | wrote for a local newspaper

James1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

That is a good verse to think upon. | enjoy what Adam Clarke said about the ones in which this verse pertains: A“They
were downright Antinomians, who put a sort of stupid, inactive faith in the place of all moral righteousness.A” Not to be t
oo brash, but stupid may very well be a good description of one who thinks that just by listening to the Word or going to
church they are justified before God.  According to WebsterA’s 1828 Dictionary (yes, | know IA’'m probably the most ou
tdated 21yr old you will meet) the word A'stupidA’ means A“Very dull; insensible; senseless; wanting in understanding; h
eavy; sluggish.A” This, | deeply fear, is the prognosis of many. Oh, how so many hear the Word and think that is the sa
me as having faith in the Word. There is a difference and | hope we will be able to see that soon.

Faith births action. If you have faith in something, your actions will show it. | have ran into multitudes of people in this a
rea that will claim to have faith, yet the only way you would know it is if you were to hold a gun to their head. Then you
might hear them utter something about God. If you have faith in something, not just a mere intellectual agreement, you
would be willing to trust and devote your entire life to it. | can agree with a lot of facts but that does not mean | have faith
in it. Faith goes beyond agreement into a deep conviction of truth, which results in action. Very few in this world have tr
ue, pure faith. No matter what the object of faith is, you will find very few who give their entire life for it. That is not even
faith! ItA’s just a mere agreement and at best the person might spend a little time developing a habit around it.

Faith involves relationship. To say | have faith in something and that something has no relationship or part of my life wo
uld be to deceive myself. Admittedly, what IA’'m referring to is faith in Jesus Christ, but much of this is just general infor
mation of what true faith is. Now | could say, A“l have full faith in a car to get me from point A to B.A” If that car is not m
ine or | will never have any association with the car, wouldnA't the statement just be a pointless? | could agree a car co
uld get me to where | want to go, which would just be an agreement. If | had faith in the car | would have to have a relati
onship with the car. To have faith that the car | am in will take me to my destination, | would have to be in the car and ha
ve all of me in it. ThatA’s simple enough right? So is the same with those in Jesus, you have to be A“in Him.A” And tha
tA’s all of you, not just on Sundays. Let us not forget what happened to Ananias and Sapphira when they A“kept back p
art of the priceA” and A“lied to the Holy GhostA’- they dropped dead.

The Christian faith is not blind faith. We donA't believe a certain thing just because someone has told us. Our faith is bu
ilt because we A"know in whom we have believed.A” Not just heard about it, but we know. How do we know? Well letA
's look at this example and maybe | can illustrate the point. Image a boy standing at a hot stove. The mother tells the b

oy, A“DonA’t touch that! ItA’s hot!A” The boy agrees because he would have no reason to disagree. After the mother w
alks off, the boy reaches his finger to the stovetop and touches it. A“Ouch! ItA’s hot!A” The boy now doesnA't only agre
e that it is hot because someone told them, but now knows from experience. You couldnA't dissuade the boy if you wan
ted to from having faith that it is hot, he knows. The Christian A*knowsA” because he/she has experience God it what is
commonly called being A“born-again.A” This is when the penitent sinner cries out to God to be cleansed and has faith i

n what Jesus did on the cross.

Have faith in Jesus Christ, donA’'t merely agree with him!
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General Topics :: True Faith

Re: True Faith - posted by deltadom (), on: 2006/2/4 19:16
Does not it also say in that passage it is like looking in a mirror , and not seeing you reflection.

| am so far away from this

Dom

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2006/2/6 11:05
Jam 1:23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:

Jam 1:24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

That's what happens. A person will hear the Word, acknowledge that it is true and see themselves in light of God's holin
ess. And then just go about their own business (no response) and they forget what they looked like.

A good article - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/2/6 16:30

Bravo for you PreachParsley for putting this in the paper. Was it the local paper? If so, | wonder how many in the public
know what antinomian means.

Nevertheless, | believe that you made a clear distinction between nominal faith and true faith. You explain what it means
to have faith in Christ, and you say what is not faith in Christ.

| think that many people would appreciate the clarification, because they may never have heard it anywhere else.

Diane

Re: A good article - posted by jimp, on: 2006/2/6 19:08

hi, true faith is hearing the word from God and believing it unto obedience and the action of completion. by
faith,Abraham left a city... by faith noah built an ark for the saving of his family jimp

Re: A good article - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2006/2/7 9:36

......................... Was it the local paper? If so, | wonder how many in the public know what antinomian means.

Yes it is a local (secular) paper. It's more what | would call a "community" paper. What | mean by that is it doesn't have
world wide politics and such. It just has things relating to the community. One lady in our church has a column in it and
from time to time she asks me to write. | think there is only one other Christian that writes in the paper... or only one oth
er that makes it blatantly obvious.

| also thought about defining antinomian, but | decided not to. I'll let them look it up if that word fascinates them. :-)
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