And David went to Rabboh, and fought

F.B. Meyer:
And David went to Rabboh, and fought
against it, and took it. 2 Sam. xii. 29.

VICTORY might seem to have been for ever forfeited after so great a fall. We could not have been surprised had
we been told that from this time onward the course of David's conquests had stayed. And yet this thought
would be a misconception of God's dealings with the penitent. Where there is true contrition, confession, and
faith, He not only forgives, but restores; He not only restores to the enjoyment of his favour, but reinstates in
opportunities of usefulness. So Jesus not only met the apostle who had denied Him, and put him back into the
old position of happy fellowship, but gave him a commission to feed his sheep and lambs.
We have sometimes met backsliders who have doubted the possibility of their forgiveness; or, if they have
realized this, they have never dared to hope that they could ever be what they had been. And so long as faith
refuses to believe in the perfect work of God's love, it must inevitably take a back seat. Let us seek for such an
entire faith in God's forgiving and restoring love as to dare to believe that we are put again into the old place,
and allowed to anticipate the same victories as aforetime. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9).
Directly David said, "I have sinned," in the dash of a moment Nathan said, "The Lord hath put away thy sin";
and when Joab sent tidings that Rabbah was about to fall, David was permitted the honour of its final capture,
though it had been associated so closely with Uriah's death. Where sin abounds grace superabounds, and
reigns through righteousness. Dare to believe this.
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