
The Lord is able to give thee

F.B. Meyer: 

The Lord is able to give thee

much more than this. 2 Chron. xxv. 9.

 

AMAZIAH had many good qualities, but he did not clearly see how impossible it was for Israel to be allied with
Judah without invalidating the special Divine protection and care on which Judah had been taught to rely. We
must understand that God cannot be in fellowship with us if we tolerate fellowship with the ungodly. We must
choose between the two. If we can renounce all creature aid, and trust simply in the eternal God, there is no
limit to the victories He will secure; but if, turning from Him, we hold out our hand toward the world, we forfeit
his aid. 0 child of God, let not the army of Israel go with thee! Do not adopt worldly policy, methods, or
partnership. However strong you make yourself for the battle in alliance with these, you will fail. Indeed, God
Himself will make you fall before the enemy, that you may be driven back to Himself.

But you say that you have already entered into so close an alliance that you cannot draw back. You have
invested your capital, you have gone to great expenditures Yet it will be better to forfeit these than Him. Without
these aids, and with only God beside you, you will be able to rout Edom, and smite ten thousand men. Would
that men knew the absolute deliverance which God will effect for those whose hearts are perfect towards Him!

The soldiers of Israel committed depredations on their way back. This was the result of the folly and sin of
Amaziah's proposal. We may be forgiven, and delivered, and yet there will be afterconsequences which will
follow us from some ill&#8209;considered act. Sin may be forgiven, but its secondary results are sometimes
very bitter. We must expect to reap as we sow.
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