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~Other Speakers M-R: Daily Portions: 

"Godliness is profitable unto all things." 1 Timothy 4:8

What is "profitable?" I may define it in one short sentence--that which does the soul good. Now "godliness" is
profitable unto all things, as doing the soul good in all circumstances. Here it stands apart and separate from
everything of a worldly nature. Here it is distinguished from the "bodily exercise that profits little." It is
"profitable unto all things." In sickness, in health; in sunshine, in storm; upon the mount, in the valley; under
whatever circumstances the child of God may be, "godliness" or rather the "exercise" of godliness is profitable.
And it is drawn out by these circumstances. It lives in the face of trials; it is strengthened by opposition; it
becomes victorious through defeat; it gains the day in spite of every foeÂ– "Stands every storm, and lives at
last."

It does not die away like "bodily exercise;" it does not bloom and fade away in an hour; it is not like Jonah's
gourd that grew and withered in a night; it does not leave the soul in the horrors of despair when it most needs
comfort; it is not a fickle, false friend that turns its back in the dark and cloudy days of adversity. It is "a friend
that loves at all times," for the Author of it "sticks closer than a brother." It can come to a bed of sickness when
the body is racked with pain; it can enter a dungeon, as with Paul and Silas when their feet were in the stocks; it
can go, and has gone with martyrs to the stake; it soothes the pillow of death; it takes the soul into eternity; and
therefore it is "profitable unto all things." It is a firm friend; a blessed companion; the life of the soul; the health
of the heart; yes, "Christ himself in you, the hope of glory." It is God's own work, God's own grace, God's own
Spirit, God's own life, God's own power, God's own dealings, which end in God's own happiness; and therefore
it is "profitable unto all things."
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