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Cloud-bursts of Salvation
FULL-ORBED PENTECOSTAL revivals are cloud-bursts of salvation, caused by the spiritual atmosphere being
so electrified by the Holy Ghost that believers are fully sanctified, sinners converted, opposition confounded,
and the devil repulsed.
Pentecost was such a revival. By studying it and other New Testament revivals we can learn the principles
which govern these mighty movements. They are the Pentecostal Church, like a mighty army, in motion against
a determined and entrenched foe.
Mechanical Efforts
The difference between true revivals and the mechanical efforts of Christless clubs to secure members is seen
from the following facts:
Conditional Revivals
Pentecostal revivals are conditional revivals. They are cloud-bursts of salvation, caused by the Holy Ghost, yet
the precipitation is conditioned upon human compliance with certain spiritual laws. Given one hundred and
twenty persons as dead to sin and the world, as absorbed in Christ, as loyal to His instructions, as united,
prayerful, obedient, earliest and expectant, as was the first Pentecostal Church, and such revivals would be the
rule instead of the exception, varying in quantity of converts with character of surroundings.
It is impossible to have Pentecostal revivals without Pentecostal material. A fire can not be built with
sea-soaked wood. World-soaked preachers and churches must be kiln-dried before they are fit for revival
kindling wood. A box on a street corner is a better site for a Pentecostal revival than a fine cathedral full of
spiritual mummies. Prayer, fasting, the baptism of the Holy Ghost upon the church, Holy Ghost preaching,
testimony and personal work are all conditions of Pentecostal revivals.
Sham revivals are those in which these conditions are either aped or ignored, and result in a fizzle instead of a
Pentecostal deluge. A refusal to meet Pentecostal conditions on part of preacher or people, or both, has caused
the criminal abortion of many a revival. Perpetrators of the crime are guilty of soul-murder. Meeting the
conditions precipitates Pentecost. As they are so simple, reasonable and clearly revealed, all churches may
embrace them, and thus share the rich results that follow.
Contagious Revivals
They are contagious revivals. Their promoters were magnetic centers of revival power. Full of God and His gifts
they stormed the citadels of sin wherever their conquering Captain led. The fortifications of sins and
superstitions and carnality which defied them, were shattered by the dynamite of divine power. The works of
the devil were burned up under the blazing fire of revival truth.
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