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THE CHURCH IN AMERICA suffered a greater loss than she has since discovered when she rejected the
example of good men and chose for her pattern the celebrity of the hour. Human greatness cannot be
determined by popularity polls nor by the number of lines any man rates in the public press. It is altogether
unlikely that we know who our greatest men are. One thing is sure, however--the greatest man alive today is the
best man alive today. That is not open to debate. To discover the good great man (granted that it would be to
our profit to do so) would require more than human wisdom.

For the holy man is also the humble man and the humble man will not advertise himself nor allow others to do it
for him. Spiritual virtues run deep and silent. Like the tide or the pull of gravitation or the shining of the sun,
they work without noise, but their gracious ministrations are felt around the whole earth. The Christian who is
zealous to promote the cause of Christ can begin by living in the power of the Spirit and so reproducing the life
of Christ in the sight of men. In deep humility and without ostentation he can let his light shine. The world may
pretend not to see, but it will see, nevertheless, and more than likely it will get into serious trouble with its
conscience over what it sees.

I have met two classes of Christians; the proud who imagine they are humble, and the humble who are afraid
they are proud! There should be another class: the self-forgetful men and women who leave the whole thing in
the hands of Christ and refuse to waste any time trying to make themselves good. They will reach the goal far
ahead of the rest. The truly humble person does not expect to find virtue in himself, and when he finds none he
is not disappointed. He knows that any good deed he may do is the result of God's working within him. 
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