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TRUE REPENTANCE IS ALWAYS accompanied by sorrow. It has been said by some of those of modern times
who disparage repentance that repentance is "nothing but a change of mind." These words sound as if there
was merely some superficial meaning to them; and so, indeed, they are intended by those who use them, but
they are not so intended by the Spirit of God. Repentance may be and is a change of mind; but what a change it
is! It is not an unimportant change of mind such as you may have concerning whether you will take your
holiday this week or the next, or about some trifling matter of domestic interest; but it is a change of the whole
heart, of the love, of the hate, of the judgment, and the view of things taken by the individual whose mind is
thus changed. It is a deep, radical, fundamental, lasting change; and you will find that, whenever you meet with
it in Scripture, it is always accompanied with sorrow for past sin. And rest you assured of this fact, that the
repentance which has no tear in its eye, and no mourning for sin in its heart, is a repentance which needs to be
repented of, for there is no evidence of conversion, no sign of the existence of the grace of God. In what way
has that man changed his mind who is not sorry that he has sinned? In what sense can it be said that he has
undergone any change worth experiencing if he can look back upon his past life with pleasure, or look upon the
prospect of returning to his sin without an inward loathing and disgust.

I say again that we have need to stand in doubt of that repentance which is not accompanied with mourning for
sin; and even when Christ is clearly seen by faith, and sin is pardoned, and the man knows that it is forgiven, he
does not cease to mourn for sin. Nay, brethren, his mourning becomes deeper as his knowledge of his guilt
becomes greater; and his hatred of sin grows in proportion as he understands that love of Christ by which his
sin is put away.
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