Praying Pulpit Begets a Praying Pew by E.M. Bounds
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WHERE ARE THE CHRISTLY leaders who can teach the modern saints how to pray and put them at it? Do we
know we are raising up a prayerless set of saints? Where are the apostolic leaders who can put God's people to
praying? Let them come to the front and do the work, and it will be the greatest work which can be done. An
increase of educational facilities and a great increase of money force will be the direst curse to religion if they
are not sanctified by more and better praying than we are doing. More praying will not come as a matter of
course. The campaign for the twentieth or thirtieth century fund will not help our praying but hinder if we are
not careful. Nothing but a specific effort from a praying leadership will avail. The chief ones must lead in the
apostolic effort to radiate the vital importance and fact of prayer in the heart and life of the Church. None but
praying leaders can have praying followers. Praying apostles will beget praying saints. A praying pulpit will
beget praying pews. We do greatly need somebody who can set the saints to this business of praying. We are
not a generation of praying saints. Non-praying saints are a beggarly gang of saints who have neither the ardor
nor the beauty nor the power of saints. Who will restore this breach? The greatest will he be of reformers and
apostles, who can set the Church to praying.
We put it as our most sober judgment that the great need of the Church in this and all ages is men of such
commanding faith, of such unsullied holiness, of such marked spiritual vigor and consuming zeal, that their
prayers, faith, lives, and ministry will be of such a radical and aggressive form as to work spiritual revolutions
which will form eras in individual and Church life. God can work wonders if he can get a suitable man. Men can
work wonders if they can get God to lead them. The full endowment of the spirit that turned the world upside
down would be eminently useful in these latter days. &#8232;&#8232;
E.M. Bounds (1835-1913) - A Methodist ministry used by God to write many book on prayer which have become
classical works. His chief work is the book Â“Power Through PrayerÂ”.
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