
The Normal Christian Life

~Other Speakers S-Z: Major Ian Thomas: 

For God wanted them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And this is the
secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory (Col 1:27 NLT).

The normal Christian life is a victorious, holy, faith-centered, Spirit-empowered, Christ-dependent, surrendered,
fruit-bearing, broken, overcoming, sustained life. The normal Christian life is another way of describing abiding
in Christ. This life is an on-going conversational relationship with Christ that is maintained by faith through
gratitude toward life disappointments, dependence on the Spirit, and acknowledgment of my numerous
weaknesses and failings. The normal Christian life is daily experiencing the presence of Christ and allowing
him to live his life in and through me. Christ lives the Christian life in me because by my efforts alone I cannot
live the Christian life.

To get light from an oil lamp, filling it first with oil is entirely reasonable. To get a car to provide you with
transportation, filling the tank with gas is completely logical. In the same way, a divine logic affirms that
obtaining righteousness from a man or woman happens only when that person is filled with God. Oil in the
lamp, gas in the car . . . and Christ in the Christian. It takes God to be a man, and that is why it takes Christ to be
a Christian, because Christ puts God back into man, the only way we can again become functional.

It is called new birth, being born again, as our soul is awakened by GodÂ’s Spirit.
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