Being ready at all times

Erlo Stegen:
Matt 24:36 - 44; 1Cor 15:51; Phillipians 3:11-12
Jesus will return, but no one knows the time, although some try to set dates.
In the last days the love of many will grow cold. The person that persists in his sin, will not receive mercy, but
the one who confesses and forsakes his sin will receive forgiveness and mercy.
In Noah's day they saw the ark being built, but it didn't interest them. They carried on in their sexual
perversions. It was like today, where the internet is a cursed thing, and many Christians fall into sin because of
it. They look at the cursed pornography and sexual perversions and even defile their wives and children with it.
All these things point to His speedy return, but the Gospel must still be preached to the ends of the world.
Finally, when the rain came down, the people cried for help from Noah. But Noah replied that he could not open
the door, for he hadn't locked it - God did. When God had locked the door, you cannot do anything anymore.
A certain girl heard the Gospel often, but she hardened her heart and went and flirted with boys and had an
illegitimate child. When she was in hospital, and was dying of AIDS, she called for a pastor. When the preacher
came, she couldn't speak and soon became unconscious. God had shut the door.
Moody, before he preached, reminded himself that Jesus could return before the end of his sermon. Do you live
such a life daily, knowing that Jesus could return before the end of the day?
Even if two are married, His coming could be the dividing line, where the one is taken and the other left.
A person of the world and a child of God cannot be intimately bonded together. Even a carnal and spiritual
Christian cannot have a close relationship.
In Phillipians Paul writes how he puts his all into it, so that he might attain to "the resurrection out of the dead".
Jesus is coming at an hour when you will not expect Him. No one knows when He will return, but what we do
know is that he will come at a time when we will not expect Him to return. Be prepared at all times, lest you be
left behind, for there will be no time to make your life right when the trumpet sounds.
In Noah's day even the animals had more sense than the people. Make sure you're in the ark, which is Jesus,
when He returns.
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