Secret of Joy

D.L. Moody:
Remember, then, that love is power, and peace is power; but now I will call attention to another fruit of the
Spirit, and this too is power - the grace of joy. It is the privilege, I believe, of every Christian to walk in the light,
as God is in the light, and to have that peace which will be flowing unceasingly as we keep busy about His
work. And it is our privilege to be full of the joy of the Lord. We read, that when Philip went down to Samaria
and preached, there was great joy in the city. Why? Because they believed the glad tidings. And that is the
natural order, joy in believing. When we believe the glad tidings, there comes a joy into our souls. Also we are
told that our Lord sent the seventy out, and that they went forth preaching salvation in the name of Jesus
Christ, and the result was that there were a great many who were blessed; and the seventy returned, it says,
with great joy, and when they came back they said that the very devils were subject to them, through His name.
The Lord seemed to just correct them in this one thing when He said, "Rejoice not that the devils are subject to
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." There is assurance for you. They had something to
rejoice in now. God donÂ’t ask us to rejoice over nothing, but He gives us some ground for our joy. What would
you think of man or woman who seemed very happy today and full of joy, and couldnÂ’t tell you what made
them so? Suppose I should meet a man on the street, and he was so full of joy that he should get hold of both
my hands and say, "Bless the Lord, I am so full of joy!" "What makes you so full of joy?" "Well, I donÂ’t know."
"you donÂ’t know?" "No, I donÂ’t; but I am so joyful that I just want to get out of the flesh." Would we not think
such a person unreasonable? But there are a great many people who feel - who want to feel - that they are
Christians before they are Christians; they want the ChristianÂ’s experience before they become Christians;
they want to have the joy of the Lord before they receive Jesus Christ. But this is not the Gospel order. he
brings joy when He comes, and we can not have joy apart from Him; there is no joy away from Him; He is the
author of it, and we find our joy in Him.
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