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Arizona Keswick Convention 2012 - Pheonix - May 13-17th - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/4/13 0:22
Saints,

I have enjoyed hearing brother David Ford's vision to start a keswick convention in his area and I have seen this vision c
ome to a reality and now to be a convention next month. I encourage you if you are in that area to consider coming out f
or the meetings. The message of keswick has been embraced and lived out in so many lives of famous christians includi
ng: Watchman Nee, Hudson Taylor, CT Studd, and many others.

For more information go to: http://arizonakeswick.org/ 

Re: Arizona Keswick Convention 2012 - Pheonix - May 13-17th - posted by DEADn (), on: 2012/4/14 15:45
What is Keswick?

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/4/14 16:00

What is a Keswick Convention?

The Keswick (pronounced Â“kezikÂ”) Convention began in 1875 in a village area of the Lake District in the northern part 
of Great Britain. The focus of the Convention was for the deepening of the spiritual life and its motto was Â“All One in Ch
rist Jesus.Â” The two-fold focus of the Convention was the power of holiness in your personal life and power in your publ
ic service and ministry. There are Keswick conventions all over the world to date and thousands have been liberated thr
ough Christ and have gone out into the mission fields of the world as a result of attending one of these conventions.

The sequence of teaching that emerged is from Romans 6-8, focusing on:
a. The reason for failure and defeat is the indwelling principle of sin. How do I identify this?;
b. The remedy for this being the cross and the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. How does this work out in daily living?;
c. Absolute Surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Is this the key?;
d. Living in the blessedness of the fullness of the indwelling Holy Spirit. How can I live holy and victorious in an unholy w
orld?; and
e. The overflow of evangelism and global missions. Is this a commission or an omission?

Some of the past speakers at these Conventions are men such as Andrew Murray, F.B. Meyer, Dr. Stephen Olford, Alan
Redpath, Charles Inwood, R.A. Torrey, Evan Hopkins, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, Billy Graham, Handley Moule, J. Stuart 
Holden, Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, Dr. W. Graham Scroggie, Charles Price (PeopleÂ’s Church in Toronto), Dr. James 
MacDonald, etc.

At the heart of the Arizona Keswick Convention is freedom in Christ through identity/union with Christ in His death, burial
and resurrection. Keswick does not teach perfectionism or passivity in the believerÂ’s walk, for we are Â“laborers togeth
er with Christ,Â” and Â“Â…I also labour, striving according to his working, which works in me mightilyÂ” (Col. 1:29). Â“B
ut thanks be to God, which giveth (present tense: is giving us) us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.Â”

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/4/14 16:05

A old article on the conventions beginning:

Early Keswick Conventions
By Rev. Preb. H. Webb-Peploe, M.A
By Rev. E.W. Moore, M.A.

I have known and valued the Keswick Convention since the year 1882.
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The truth brought out in various forms is the life of peace, joy and victory upon which Christians can enter, and in which t
hey can be kept by full surrender and faith in Christ. It is summed up in the lines:

Â‘Christ without our safety,

Â‘Christ within our joy!Â’

Not only Christ without, but Christ within. Col 1.27, Eph 3.17. Christ within to apply to us by the Holy Spirit His finished w
ork on the Cross; to manifest Himself in the study of the Word; to cleanse us from sin, and keep us cleansed; to fill us co
ntinually out of His fullness; to enable us to identify ourselves with Himself on the Cross; to keep self in the dust of death
; to use us as, and when, and where He pleases.

This is the great Message of Keswick, and this has brought life and joy and peace to thousands. It has introduced a fres
h era into missionary work, many of the missionaries through receiving the Message having entered into newness of life.

- Francis Paynter.

Early Keswick Conventions

Great issues flow from small beginning, and those who now contemplate with amazement and awe the gatherings of tho
usands at the great Keswick Convention can hardly perhaps understand or appreciate from whence these mighty assem
blies sprang. To one who saw, and took part in the first Keswick Convention has been accorded the holy privilege (I will 
not say duty unless my readers will carefully think of this word as meaning only Â‘that which is due from one to othersÂ’)
of telling a little of what took place in those memorable days, and how from the loving invitations of one man to his friend
s and parishioners to come and hear what the Lord Jesus could be and do for the true believer, have gradually come (in 
the magnificent goodness of God) the solemn assemblies which are now seen year after year, filling two great tents, fro
m early morning till night, throughout the whole of the last week of July, and drinking in the Â‘words of LifeÂ’ as God give
s them to His messengers.

The first gathering in Keswick, under the title of Â‘A ConventionÂ’, began on Monday, July 28th, 1875, and its origin may
perhaps be thus described.

In Sept 1874, there had been held in Oxford the first great Convention on Â‘HolinessÂ’, which was attended by (I believe
) about 1,000 persons, almost everyone of whom seemed to receive distinct spiritual blessing; and it was at that holy gat
hering that the late Canon Battersby was led to trust the gracious Saviour with wonderful new Light, and with a joy of so
ul that demanded confession and open manifestation of the blessing received. But though so many had received special
help at the O.C., the teaching there given was not allowed to pass unchallenged; and I can remember, with pain, how no
t only the godless but the greatest Leaders and Teachers of Evangelical Truth thought it their duty to oppose to the utmo
st what they considered Â‘very dangerous HeresyÂ’ Â– that Christ could keep His people from every known sin, and that
according to our faith it would be unto us in this as in regard to our original salvation. The fact was that they did not know
what was really being taught by sober, earnest, and spiritual minded, men; and they only formed their opinions from cert
ain mistaken reports which were promulgated in the columns of some of the weekly papers.

The result was (as we some of us remember with pain) that when in the autumn of 1874 meetings were organized in diff
erent parts of the country Â– to further the good work that had been begun at the Oxford Convention Â– the Evangelical 
Leaders of that day felt it their duty to oppose what they believed to be a false doctrine of Â‘Perfection in man.Â’ The tea
ching was simply that which is now everywhere received as the complement of that Gospel which tells of a free and full 
salvation in Christ, and which makes our blessed Saviour not only a perfect atonement for sin, but also a keeper for thos
e who trust Him up to the measure of their light and knowledge, not only of their own need, but of Jesus Christ as their Â
‘Life.Â’ This, we need hardly say, was never for one moment intended (by those who were rightly instructed, and were th
e real leaders of the movement) to be a teaching of Â‘sinless perfection in manÂ’! On the contrary, it was always most c
arefully guarded by an insistence on the fact that sin remains in us to the last, and that though Christ will by His Holy Spi
ritÂ’s power keep the true believer moment by moment from falling into known and unknown sins, yet that every thought,
word and deed of the believer Â– to the last moment on earth Â– is tainted by the fact of indwelling sin or corruption, and
that therefore the blood of Christ is needed, every moment of our lives, to cleanse us from guilt and keep us acceptable i
n the sight of the Holy God. Never I believe was the solemn meaning or force of 1 John 1:8-10 at any time forgotten or p
ut aside by the real leaders of what is sometimes called Â‘The Keswick MovementÂ’. The term is a false and unmeaning
one really, for the Â‘MovementÂ’ was nothing less than the gracious working of the Holy Spirit, to rouse the Church of G
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od to a greater realization of the Â‘RestÂ’ which God would give to all true believers in Christ, not only from fret, and fear
, and folly, but from all known and actual sins Â– and that the Church should realize and exhibit to the world what is reall
y meant (in spiritual things ) by Â‘entering into the promised landÂ’ (Hebrews chapters 3 & 4).

Surely, no well-instructed Christian of our day, who heard the teaching which I have briefly depicted, would think of cond
emning it as opposed to GodÂ’s Truth, and yet it is only some 28 or 29, years ago that, when I had been asked to set for
th Â‘Keswick teachingÂ’ before some 50 or 60 evangelical clergy and I had heartily responded to the invitation, explainin
g from Romans chapters 6 to 8, from 1 Cor 10.13, and from 2 Cor 12.9, guarded carefully by 1 John 1.8-9, the blessed k
eeping power and purposes of the Lord Jesus Christ for His people Â– the chairman of the meeting (himself perhaps the
very centre of Evangelical Churchmanship) rose as soon as I had finished my address, and said: Â‘Heresy! Heresy!! Da
mnable Heresy! I hold that it is for the glory of God that we should fall into sin, that He may get honour to Himself by dra
wing us out of it!Â’ Thank God! further light was very soon given to the earnest, but misinformed, leaders of that last gen
eration; and for the honour of our Lord and the good fame of the brethren, I may mention that each of the three great lea
ders, who most determinedly opposed the movement at first, afterwards invited me, as an exponent of Keswick teaching
, to conduct missions, or to take special services in their parishes, and that, in each case, I was permitted to do what the
y asked, and to have these honoured fathers sitting humbly in their own parish churches, and listening earnestly, while I 
set forth Â‘the unsearchable riches of ChristÂ’.

I only mention this fact to show, how much of prejudice had to be overcome before the glorious Gospel of a keeping Sav
iour could be welcomed even by those who had long been teachers of the great truth of Â‘justification by faithÂ’, but who
, if I understand the difference rightly, seemed to think that human effort was the chief element in sanctification. Of cours
e, this human effort is demanded, but what is taught at Keswick and other similar Conventions is that Christ keeps His fa
ithful servant from falling, moment by moment, according to the exercise of faith Â– following the teaching of such passa
ges as 2 Pet 1.10 and St. Jude 24 (where the same word, which really means Â‘stumblingÂ’, is given as Â‘fallingÂ’ in ea
ch of the two verses). The immediate result of the Oxford Convention was that, in the autumn of 1874 several smaller C
onventions were held, in some of which I was permitted to take part, and with very blessed and beautiful results. These 
were followed by clerical meetings, etc, in which strong opposition was shown to what was often called Â‘Pearsall-Smithi
smÂ’ or Â‘Sinless PerfectionÂ’, and at a great gathering in June 1875, a leading evangelical clergyman spoke on Â‘Holin
ess by Faith: Are recent statements according to Scripture?Â’ and very strongly reprobated the whole movement as cont
rary to GodÂ’s Word! Yet only a few years later that very same brother invited me to take a mission in a most important 
parish and town.

It was in June 1875 that the great Brighton Convention was held, at which it was said that 8,000 people were present. O
nly those who had the privilege of attending those Â‘Ten-day MeetingsÂ’ can in any way appreciate the marvelous blessi
ng that was given. There may, of course, have been some mistakes, and some erroneous doctrines put forward, for men
were almost excitedly looking for light; but on the whole it may be safely affirmed that the Lord overruled those gathering
s to give wonderful results.

It was as the outcome of that Convention that the late Canon Battersby, the honoured and much-loved Vicar of St.JohnÂ
’s, Keswick, felt impelled to invite a number of friends to go to Keswick for a week of Holiness Meetings, and the intentio
n was that Pearsall Smith should be the leader thereat. Canon Battersby was to be helped in all the details and arrange
ments of the meeting by his true and powerful coadjutor, Mr. Robert Wilson. But man proposes and God disposes; and s
o, when June 28th came, and the meetings were to commence, Mr Pearsall Smith was ill and could not go to Keswick at
all; and from that time he retired altogether from the leadership of Conventions, and other men had to be upraised of Go
d.

On arriving in Keswick we went straight to the Tent, which had in it a gathering of 300 or 400 people. Canon Battersby w
as, of course, the leader, and director, while Mr RobertWilson, with wonderful self-denial, undertook all the arrangement
s connected with the Tent and other secular matters. During the following days of the Convention our numbers may hav
e reached at some meetings as many as 600; but of the great gatherings now expected we knew nothing then. I had onl
y gone as a listener, but like others found myself called to speak almost all day long, owing to the absence of those who 
had been expected as leaders. The programme of the meetings, as issued at the time, was as follows: -

DAILY MEETINGS.
Keswick, June 28 Â– Jul 2, 1875.
Monday, June 28th,
Prayer Meeting, 7.30 pm Â– Marquee.
Daily Meetings, June 29th.-July 1st.
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7.0 to 8.30 oÂ’clock.- Marquee.
Before Breakfast.- Prayer Meetings.
8.30 to 9.30 oÂ’clock. Â– Breakfast.
9.45 to 11.15 oÂ’clock. Conversational Side Meetings-
St. John s Girls and Infant Schools.
Rev. G. R. Thornton, Rev. H. Webb-Peploe,
Mr. H. F. Bowker, Rev. T. Phillips.
Lecture Hall of the Keswick Library,
For Ladies Only.
11.45 to 1.30 oÂ’clock. Marquee.
General Meeting. Prayer and Addresses.
1.30 to 3.0 oÂ’clock. Dinner.
3.0 to 4.0 oÂ’clock.
Prayer Meeting. St. JohnÂ’s Infant Schoolroom.
Service of Song. Rev. J. Mountain, Marquee-
4.0 to 5.15 oÂ’clock. Marquee.
General Meeting. Prayer and Addresses.
5.15 to 6.15 oÂ’clock. Tea.
6.15 to 7.30 oÂ’clock. Marquee.
Ministerial Testimonies.
7.30 to 9.0 oÂ’clock. Marquee.
General Meeting. Prayer and Addresses.
Friday, July 2nd,
Prayer and Praise Meeting, 7.0 a.m.

and all that the speakers knew of preparation times was that, after long and earnest prayer, in Canon BattersbyÂ’s hous
e at night, he would apportion the next dayÂ’s work and say to each one, Â‘Will you take this?Â’ and Â‘Will you take that
?Â’ No one thought of questioning his appointment, but took it as being directly of the Lord. The chief speakers at that fir
st Convention were the Rev. George Thornton, Mr. H. Bowker, Mr. T. M. Croome, Mr. Shipley (an American), and myself
. For two or three hours each day, one was occupied with answering questions, which were openly propounded in the cl
ass-rooms of the schools, or sent up in writing to the platform of the Tent; and this part of our work was very wearying, b
ut exceedingly profitable, and it might with advantage be much more used now. Nothing can be imagined more simple, o
r more unconventional than the arrangements of that first holy meeting at Keswick.

The second Convention in that town began on July 31st, 1876, when the opening meeting was addressed by Canon Bat
tersby and the Rev. Evan Hopkins. About 400 were present that night, and perhaps 600 to 700 at some later meetings o
f the Convention. The speakers of that year were chiefly the Rev. Evan Hopkins, the Rev. R. B. Girdlestone, the Rev. Th
ompson Phillips, the Rev. J. B. Figgis and myself, with Mr. Bowker, and Mrs. Johnson of America, besides Canon Batter
sby, who of course took a leading part as the Vicar, and as Chairman of the Convention. It was during that yearÂ’s gathe
rings that our Tent was blown down in the night, and Mr. Wilson gave up the whole night to preparing the Drill Hall for ou
r 7 a.m. meeting. His generalship was remarkable, and we were all most deeply indebted to him for his labour of love. T
he result was, however, some what trying for us speakers, especially for Mr. Hopkins and myself, as we had to rush fro
m the Drill Hall to the Lecture Hall, and vice versa, all day long, repeating our addresses alternately in each of these plac
es ; but the Convention, in those days, closed before the end of the week ; and so one could get away on Friday, and pr
epare for oneÂ’s home work on the Sunday; and it might be well perhaps for some of us, if the same custom prevailed n
ow.

Wonderful indeed were the spiritual results in those earlier Conventions ; and one sometimes is led to yearn for the simp
le delight that was manifested, as the truth of ChristÂ’s keeping, and peace-giving power, was apprehended by hungry a
nd thirsty souls.

May Keswick Conventions never become formal; but be ever more and more owned of God, for the uplifting of souls into
the true, and joyful, life of a believer in Christ.

I may not now write concerning the later Conventions : Other brethren have undertaken that holy privilege and duty : but 
I would simply, in closing, express my humble astonishment and awe at the great things which the Lord of Hosts has do
ne in that consecrated place; and pray that His mighty power and love may be ever more and more seen, working with e
ven greater force and beauty than in the past, and that every Convention that is held in Keswick may be far better than t
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he preceding one. Thus shall the Lord Jesus be truly honoured as our Saviour, and men shall rejoice in the loving kindn
ess of their gracious God.

H. W. WEBB-PEPLOE.

Re:  - posted by DEADn (), on: 2012/4/14 16:32
This is intriguing reading but I must say that the following is a little questionable for me:

Quote:
-------------------------
The reason for failure and defeat is the indwelling principle of sin. How do I identify this?

-------------------------

 What exactly constitutes failure and defeat and in what context? Is this missionary work? Is this the business field?  I wo
uld agree if this leans to missionary work but in business work it gets a bit sketchy.

From what I have read of this it sounds like one ginormous bible study with speakers who are preaching their version of i
nspiration and pointing the WAY to  personal power in Jesus?

Re: Arizona Keswick Convention 2012 - Pheonix - May 13-17th - posted by JB1968 (), on: 2012/4/14 22:31
Bro. Greg,
Have you ever heard of the Interchurch Holiness Convention, held in Dayton, Ohio each year?  This years date is April 1
7-19.  It will be webcasted.  Here is the link:  http://www.ihconvention.com/home.php

Re: , on: 2012/4/16 9:51
"it was always most carefully guarded by an insistence on the fact that sin remains in us to the last"

This is the great error of Keswick. It is the result of compromising on true holiness teaching in order to draw in Calvinists.

It says in the scriptures that we are to cast off the old nature and all of its works. If the old man is gone then sin is gone.

The error is based on the lack of experience of the proponents and the misunderstanding that to be sinless does  not req
uire the moment by moment work by the HS. It does. But that does not mean that the sin nature remains.

Although it is good to see a half way teaching which is better than none, the real message is disguised. 
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