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Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2019/4/8 11:07
There seems to be an overwhelming fascination in evangelicalism with what is wrong. What do I mean by that? It seems
that we are more than happy not just to report, but to share, like and comment whenever we see any Christian leader fail
in any type of way. The Christian media is often happy to promote these attention-grabbing pieces. Like feeding fresh bl
oody fish to a group of swarming sharks, the frenzy ensues as web links are made and a new viral news article is born a
t the great expense of the character of a Christian leader as well as the testimony of Christ.

Perhaps you think I am being too critical, but we should think about what we are doing. There is a lost world looking on a
s we quickly share articles that accuse brothers and sisters of things that are not, in many cases, provable facts. And, m
ore importantly, we never pray or fast for these individuals, we simply feed on their demise for our daily entertainment.

But it gets worse. Many modern Christian news outlets find their sources with independent renegade bloggers who start 
blogs in order to criticize and find fault with others, especially a ministry or pastor that has hurt them somehow in the pas
t. The internet is used for many constructive, beneficial things, but sadly, it is also used for many hurtful activities, one of 
them being to tear down the character of an individual or organization.

This could be expected among unbelievers. We think of national tabloids such as the National Enquirer where they look 
to find the most outlandish accusations or photos and make jest at people's lives. Yet, within the Church are we to do th
e same practices? Unfortunately, there are a host of Christian bloggers who are engaging in these activities and, worse 
yet, mainstream Christian internet news have embraced them as the most credible sources of information for the next fai
lure of a Christian leader or organization.

READ MORE on the article on Charisma News: https://www.charismanews.com/opinion/75859-are-these-christian-blog
gers-tearing-down-the-body-of-christ

(Do Share this article on your social media accoutns, lets be a part of the solution not the problem).

Re: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/4/8 12:02

I read the article, then read the comments, one of your commenters/accusers denounced you...and validated everything 
you said with his critical spirit. 

Re:  - posted by docs (), on: 2019/4/8 12:36
Thank you Greg. I certainly agree.

Re: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2019/4/8 13:36
Thank you Greg for writing this much needed article that will get good exposure.

The Word is very clear concerning church discipline, and if we see that a brother is overtaken in a fault, we should not b
e doing the work of the accuser of the brethren, and spread it around like one of the popular gossip magazines. We sho
uld be doing all that we can to restore a fallen brother in the spirit of meekness. 

False prophets and teachers need to be exposed, but the problem arises that just because a brother is not scripturally c
orrect concerning some view or teaching, this does not necessarily make him to be false. I will use John MacArthur as a
n example. I disagree with him concerning his Cessationist views, but I still would acknowledge him to be a brother in th
e Lord.

It is the work of the accuser of the brethren to divide the Body of Christ through accusation and finger pointing. 
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Re: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon - posted by Sree (), on: 2019/4/8 13:46
I do not follow Christian media much so cannot validate many things put here about Christian media.

But 1 scripture that clearly showed me how to react when we hear about Sin in Body of Christ is - 

1 Cor 5:1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even
among the Gentiles, that someone has his fatherâ€™s wife. 2 You have become arrogant and HAVE NOT MOURNED 
INSTEAD, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst.

Our first reaction should be Mourning for the one who fell. But our Adamic nature will always lead us to Gossip 
against the fallen one and speak evil of them.  

The solution is actually to have a burden for the Body of Christ and have a genuine concern for the Church to b
e free from Sin. First we ourself should be doing the good fight not to bring Sin into His Body, then only we will 
get the heart to mourn for others sin.  These are the things that I learnt from judging myself. 

Re:  - posted by deltadom (), on: 2019/4/8 18:31
I would have to ask how do you define the church ? 
Charles spurgeon has a famous sermon 

Churchiantiy Vs Christianity 
https://archive.spurgeon.org/s_and_t/c_v_c.php

You have read John Wesley 

https://www.whdl.org/almost-christian-sermon-2
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/singlefile.php?lid=3658&commentView=itemComments

The Almost Christian
by
George Whitefield
(1714-1770)ttp://www.biblebb.com/files/whitefield/gw043.htm

There are many people who go to church but there are many people who go to a burger king that does not make them a
hamburger 

Matt 24 
 4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.

 5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

 6  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, b
ut the end is not yet.

23  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.

 24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it 
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

 25  Behold, I have told you before.

 26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; 
believe it not.

The bible itself talks about a false prophet 

Rev 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he dec
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eived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive int
o a lake of fire burning with brimstone

Do you join with anybody who wants to join with the interfaith movement like the pope 

Pope interfaith video

https://youtu.be/FKuQqHMhJdY

Are all of the church the actual church ? 
I would regard the interfaith movement is not Christianity 

John 17
 1  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that t
hy Son also may glorify thee:

 2  As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.

 3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

 4  I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

 5  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.

 6  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest th
em me; and they have kept thy word.

 7  Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.

 8  For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely th
at I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.

 9  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.

 10  And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.

 11  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

 12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of the
m is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.

 13  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

 14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of t
he world.

 15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

 16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

 17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

 18  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.

 19  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. note

 20  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;
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 21  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world m
ay believe that thou hast sent me.

 22  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:

 23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent m
e, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

 24  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which
thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.

 25  O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast se
nt me.

 26  And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in t
hem, and I in them.

What I am not talking about is out an heresy would you follow someone who robs people or a witch who runs a church. 

The bible talks about the great harlot church 
Revelation 19
Revelation 17
 1  And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither
; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:

 2  With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk
with the wine of her fornication.

 3  So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of n
ames of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.

 4  And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, havi
ng a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: note

 5  And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AN
D ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. note

 6  And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I sa
w her, I wondered with great admiration.

 7  And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast t
hat carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.

 8  The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and the
y that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

 9  And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.

 10  And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must 
continue a short space.

 11  And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

 12  And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as ki
ngs one hour with the beast.

Page 4/22



General Topics :: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon

 13  These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.

 14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: 
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

 15  And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nati
ons, and tongues.

 16  And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and n
aked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.

 17  For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words 
of God shall be fulfilled.

 18  And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

And the true church 

Revelation 21
 1  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was n
o more sea.

 2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband.

 3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with the
m, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

 4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neith
er shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

 5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are 
true and faithful.

 6  And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst 
of the fountain of the water of life freely.

 7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. note

 8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolater
s, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

 9  And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked 
with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

 10  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusale
m, descending out of heaven from God,

 11  Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;

 12  And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, w
hich are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:

 13  On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.

 14  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

 15  And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.
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 16  And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twel
ve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal.

 17  And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is,
of the angel.

 18  And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.

 19  And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation w
as jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;

 20  The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrys
oprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.

 21  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure go
ld, as it were transparent glass.

 22  And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.

 23  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the La
mb is the light thereof.

 24  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory an
d honour into it.

 25  And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.

 26  And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.

 27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a l
ie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

We are either part of the true church or the false church 

Matt 7 

21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven.

 22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out de
vils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

 23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity

The bible speaks that there will be an apostasy before the time of the antichrist
2 Thessalonians 2
 1  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, note

 2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the
day of Christ is at hand.

 3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that m
an of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

 4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.
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 5  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?

 6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

The Biblical evidence provides for the fact that not everyone who goes to church is the church .

The bible predicts a false church and a true church. 
Jesus himselfs predicts that in the last days there will be more false Christ's and false prophets .

I am just touching on this subject as I have actually read alot of the books that have come out of our Christian bookshop
s it saddens me compared to the books even written 30 years ago. 

Re: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon - posted by JFW (), on: 2019/4/9 7:56
Brother Greg, 
While we may differ on some of the finer points (nuance) there is an agreement with your articles intent and it is a much 
needed and timely admonition:) 

 With a simple (10 min) search of the dissenting commenters sources, it was easily shown to have a specific agenda, wh
ich has little to do with GFA finances but rather brother KPâ€™s stance on homosexuality- it seems quite clear that the 
â€œcritiqueâ€• cited/linked by Frank in the comments and written by Warren Throckmorton is a thinly disguised â€œhit 
pieceâ€• aimed at undermining the good works of GFA. Mr. Throckmorton has a clear and unabashed â€œministryâ€• o
f normalizing homosexual behavior and is quite the busy beaver in his work, using his position as a psychologist to prom
ote and perpetuate sin, attacking those whom stand against it. Knowing brother KPâ€™s position (historically) is not pro 
gay and considering the influence GFA has through its ministry, it makes itself a target for these types of â€œshillâ€• att
acks.  
  While there may indeed be some financial misconduct on GFAâ€™s part, and I may not personally agree with all of the
financial decisions of this ministry, as a brother I am commanded/encouraged to pray and intercede before the Lord on t
heir behalf and not publicly attack them. However Mr Throckmorton cannot be expected to do so as he does not know th
e Lord and therefore cannot hear Him, rather he is controlled by his desire to normalize sin and make it acceptable. Unfo
rtunately â€œFrankâ€• has aligned himself with this agenda perhaps unwittingly as a result of confirmation bias, which it
self is as a yeasty presence within the body of Christ. 
So the truth (as I see it) is that Mr Throckmorton, Frank, and brother KP all present opportunities to pray, seeking the Lor
d on their behalf ðŸ™•ðŸ•»:)

Re: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon - posted by Jeremy221, on: 2019/4/9 8:43
Proverbs 27:2 KJV
 Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips.

Based on the Community Guidelines, the author on this post and the link to Charisma News should be removed becaus
e it is self promotion. Because Greg Gordon wrote the article, it should just be posted without his name in the title. I ask t
hat you also consider your recent behavior with the ebook and the manipulative methods used to promote it. If the Lord 
has appointed it, He will anoint it and use it to bear good fruit. 

Re:  - posted by TMK (), on: 2019/4/9 11:17
Good grief- how about a private email to Greg, Jeremy?
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Re: self promoter - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/4/9 11:33

Ya, that Greg guy is a huge self-promoter. 

But, if you really want a self-promoter look at that guy marvin, he has 983 posts with his name on it...and of all things ex
pects people to read what he said. 

The difference between this discussion website and your own blog is possibly greater readership. 

But nuances aside, our little contradictions overlooked a blog and discussion board where you have hundreds or thousa
nds of postings can hardly be said to be an anonymous purveyance of information.

I truly must be guilty as sin in posting 983 times...it must be rank self-promotion. 

Re:  - posted by havok20x, on: 2019/4/9 14:35
Regarding this discussion, I want to be very careful.  I know that I come down hard on things; however, isn't it fair to say 
that there are many discussions in this forum that I DO NOT even discuss.  There is much that I keep to myself.  There i
s much that I do that is not good.  There is much being redeemed.  I appreciate the fact that Greg is trying to get us to fle
x our discernment muscles and throw punches in the right direction.  We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, we wres
tle against the enemy.

However, to make wide generalizations and cast the whole gamut of Christian bloggers under the "merciless judge" labe
l is dangerous.  Not all Christian bloggers do this.  Not all Christians go around slandering others.  It needs to be warned
against, but not all are guilty.

I also firmly believe that I have every right to call out a false teaching, a false prophet, or other things.  Case in point:  No
one here has any problem with calling out Joseph Smith, the founder of Mormonism.  Not a soul would debate whether o
r not he was a false prophet.  Would you say the same if he was living right now?  Or is death the gateway for this discu
ssion.  Do we need to wait until John MacArthur is dead to find out whether he was true or false.  Should we wait until Jo
el Osteen is dead?  What about you, Greg.  Should we only wait to evaluate you until after you're long gone?  No, I think
we should have these discussions now.  Or else, we are merely affirming everything everyone says until after death.

Finally, I think we should do exactly what Greg is saying:  pray for these men.  Humble ourselves and appeal for them, b
y name and specifically.  If we leave a discussion and everyone feels great about how dumb someone is and justified th
at they have identified a false teacher, then we've got problems.  We need to finish out the process and pray for them an
d minister to them if we can.  Our speech should be merciful and pitied toward those who are erring.  Yet I will say this, if
you have a leaky faucet, the solution to the problem is not to stop drinking water.  Fix the leak.  If we are being too harsh
, the solution isn't to stop identifying false prophets and their teachings.  It is to have these discussions based upon a de
sire for their restoration and/or salvation.

Re:  - posted by TMK (), on: 2019/4/9 15:34
I think part of the problem is how one defines â€œfalse prophet.â€•  For example, some folks think any preacher with a 
charismatic bent is a false prophet, because they believe somewhat differently about certain teachings in the Bible. 

I left behind charismatic churches I attended because of what I considered a lot of nonsense-  however my friends who s
till attend and the pastors are not false prophets.  A tad goofy- yes.  False prophets- no. 

Re: , on: 2019/4/9 23:57
Todd writes.......

"I think part of the problem is how one defines â€œfalse prophet.â€• See below.

"Early liturgies of the church included phrases asking God to help us, through the intercessions of Mary and all the other 
saints. To me this is not disqualifying."
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Re:  - posted by twayneb (), on: 2019/4/10 11:36
Frank:  Good to hear from you again.  I may have been out of the loop but it seems like I have not seen you post in a whi
le.  I could use some clarification.  Where did your last quote come from?  Not sure I follow.  

Blessings

Re:  - posted by twayneb (), on: 2019/4/10 11:52
I recently saw a social media post denouncing the actions of a very prominent pastor and his wife.  It had to so with the 
pastor's wife laying on the grave of Wigglesworth in order to somehow obtain anointing from him.  I am sure the pastor's 
wife was somehow bringing up the idea that the bones of Moses brought a dead man back to life again.  I believe the pa
stor's wife to be in error, especially when the anointing of God is to be found in intimacy with God through His Holy Spirit.
 But her rightness or error is not the most important point. It is sad that the poster was decrying the action publicly, sland
ering the name and reputation of the pastor and his wife.  Gossip is gossip regardless of whether the person being talke
d about was right or wrong.  I found it ironically sad that the same person later posted the statement that we should neve
r gossip because it is really slander.  

Greg is right in my opinion.  Church discipline, including the calling out of error, is something that is assigned Biblically to
eldership and apostleship.  Leaders should spend much time in prayer and listening to the Holy Spirit before they publicl
y denounce one in error.  

Scripture teaches us that when we see a brother overtaken in a fault, we should go to that brother in a spirit of meeknes
s and seek to see that brother restored.  

A heart that is quick to decry and denounce instead of go into the closet to weep and pray is a heart that has not been to
uched by the love of God and does not understand Him and His ways. 

Reproof and rebuke are between the guilty person and the reprover or rebuker, not between the reprover and others wh
o are not involved.  I wonder what would happen if we, when we think someone is in error, would go to that person and s
eek with meekness and wisdom to restore them to truth rather than denouncing their error.

I know a local pastor who stepped over into error where grace is concerned and began to openly espouse what many ar
e calling hyper-grace.  It split his church and caused no small stir.  He has been denounced and put to open shame in th
e community of believers in the area.  People would run into him here and there and attack him for his error.  But one loc
al leader had more wisdom.  He met with the pastor and tried to encourage him and establish relationship.  When the pa
stor finally let his guard down he asked, "Well do you agree with my doctrine?"   This wise leader said, "absolutely not.  I 
think you are wrong, but I love you all the same."  From this relationship has come some healing and restoration to the p
astor in error.  He had been so hurt as a pastor by legalistic people that he had jumped into the opposite ditch and gotte
n into error.  He is still not completely out of his error, but restoration has begun and this wise leader has actually been a
ble to share truth at a conference event presented by the pastor.  

My point is this, the love of God must by the driving force in everything we do.  His ultimate goal is that He be allowed to 
live through us so that we are completely governed and motivated by God's love and desire.  We are to be like Him. 

When rebuke of a person is necessary, when public exposure is warranted, it should come through leadership that has t
he heart of God and is anointed by Him to do so.  

Page 9/22



General Topics :: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon

Re: be slow to judge - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/4/10 12:07

Sniffing out a false teacher? 

A couple of things to consider
1. The scriptures handle the subject by naming the false-teacher with various 'identities'. 
The Charlatan/Exploiter who make merchandise of the people of God. 
The false prophet/teacher who have their own revelations/teachings that supersede the scriptures and nullify God's com
mands.
The skeptic/mocker who calls into question the word of God in order to replace it with his own teachings.
The Tickler who purposely seeks advantage by telling people what they want to hear and censoring those who interfere 
with that. 
The seducer who use carnal means to entice the people if God away from God's commands, they seek to please the fle
sh of their hearers and nullify the cross. 

No doubt others can be mentioned. 

2. It may be observed that those mentioned above are often a mixed bag, the exploiter may also seduce, and the false t
eacher may also mock and bring into question received teachings. 

So, when developing your 'criteria' you will find one criteria doesn't always fit all teachers. 

The 7 point statement of faith of a Church or ministry website can often be contradicted by the locus of that preachers se
rmons. 

3. Which doctrines are essential which are not. You will notice very soon this different with different ministries. 

Some will damn you off to hell because you speak in tongues. Why? 
It follows a chain (sometimes) 
prophecy/tongues=extra biblical revelation=rejection of biblical authority=rejection of the bible itself=renegade/rebellious 
person=unsubmitted to God and the Church=probably unsaved. 

So you may have a non-essential stance on tongues where someone else has put your salvation on the line by way of a 
'slippery slope' line of thinking. 

Since the bible has no stand-alone doctrines, all of them interlace with others, our judgments of one thing are often appr
oved by 'other biblical connections' and at times condemned by those same 'other biblical connections'. 

To me, those that simply broad brush a group or type or method in order to easily condemn them are harmful to the bod
y. 

Re: , on: 2019/4/10 14:21
Hi Travis, it comes from Greg along with a rejection of sola scriptura. He has been rebuked by men like Ron Bailey and 
Allan Halton and Jose Munez, leader of Jesus Crew, himself an ex Catholic like me........bro Frank 

"I found it true in my life when based on "scripture alone" without any help from what the church history or apostles belie
ved I came to weird conclusions on my own." Greg.

Ron Bailey to Greg Gordon on his book on Ignatias.....

The first chapter is sheer fiction. Much is claimed for Ignatius that he does not even claim himself. The notion that Ignati
us was the child â€˜set in the midstâ€™ is a fairytale. To have used these fables as the opening chapter creates a poor f
oundation for what follows. When we build on other foundations than the scriptures we open the way to every shade of g
ullibility.

Neither is â€˜bishops in citiesâ€™ a â€˜givenâ€™. If you read the epistles through the lens of Ignatiusâ€™ incipient Ro
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man Catholicism you will certainly find it.

Re:  - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/4/10 14:48

It is just me or are there folks here that are taking cheap shots at Greg?

The subject was concerning the unwarranted and un-scriptural-ness of attacks and divisiveness of various internet blogg
ers. 

Maybe we should retitle the thread "take cheap shots here"
so we can attack the author. This kind of nonsense validates Greg's article.

Greg doesn't deserve that kind of treatment

by the way...sola scriptura is not violated when a man says "I need help interpreting scripture". 

If Greg locked up this thread it might keep some of us from sinning. 

Re: , on: 2019/4/10 16:18
You need to speak to what Greg is saying, rather than sycophantically defending what is clearly unbiblical Marvin. I mer
ely quoted Greg's words, he is  more than capable of defending whether he believes it is okay to pray to the dead or Mar
y or whether he gives validity to tradition in the same vain as Scripture. These are not small things and hysterically callin
g for the shutting down of the thread is not appropriate Marvin. Remember, there was this little thing called the Reformati
on.............bro Frank

Re:  - posted by havok20x, on: 2019/4/11 1:04
Appolus,

Church history IS what tells you about the reformation.  We ought to go back to church history and see what things were
taught.  It's not like after men who were well respected back in those days die that suddenly everything they said is usele
ss.

Secondly, please brother, I appeal to you, the attitude you have is poor.  You are treating us like dogs.  We are your brot
hers and equals with you.  Sure we might disagree, but you don't have to treat us like your enemies.  You have presente
d no evidence or case that is remotely coherent.  Instead you are giving short snippets of quotes.  How can we judge on 
that?  How can we hear you if you won't stop speaking in whispers?

I am sorry, but this is exactly what Greg was warning us about.

Re: , on: 2019/4/11 8:15
Havok, your hyperbole aside. I asked two basic questions based on long running conversations and warnings Greg has 
received from men well established and respected in the faith. The questions are. Do you believe in sola scriptura and d
o you believe that it is acceptable or within the pale of orthodoxy to pray to the dead. Hysterical statements like " treating
us like dogs," is not going to make the questions go away. As a ministry, I write. If I were, in any way, making statements
that would lead the Body of Christ to believe that praying to the dead was not disqualifying, I would expect to be challeng
ed on it. If I were to assert that tradition has the same kind of validity as Scripture, I would expect to be challenged on it..
..............bro Frank

Re:  - posted by twayneb (), on: 2019/4/11 9:14
Frank, Greg, havok, et.al.

 I hope this is not too much of a rabbit trail from the OP, but since it has come up...let me give you my take.

Just because a man is an early church father does not mean that his ideas or his writings are Biblically correct or inspire
d or anointed.  Just because a man is a great theologian does not mean that his doctrines are sound or correct.  
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The Bible was never meant to be interpreted solely by intellectual man.  It is not an intellectual book.  It is spiritual.  His 
words are spirit and they are life.  Sola Scriptura leads to gross error if it means that man, with is human intellect, studies
only scripture and tries to understand it.  Interpreting scripture through the eyes of the early church fathers leads equally 
to great error for it relies on man's interpretation to establish what we believe.  We may use these men's writings to enco
urage and help us, but we absolutely must stop short of interpreting scripture through the lenses of their writings.  

The Bible is spiritual, not natural.  The word of God is alive.  It is both an anointed book and a person (Jesus Christ).  Bo
th speak to us and neither contradict each other because the living word is the author of the written word.  Paul tells us i
n 1 Cor. 2 that his teaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and power.  
He goes on to tell us that the natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness to him b
eing that they are spiritually discerned.  When we seek to understand scripture, we cannot do it with our natural mind.  
We will get it wrong 100% of the time.  This is the reason for the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  He interprets His
word for and to us.  

You see, the word of God is not a book to be understood.  It is spiritual truth that is meant to be  received by us in our sp
irit, and then quickened to us by the Holy Spirit so that our understanding becomes fruitful.  We were never meant to sim
ply "understand" the word intellectually so that our doctrine is straight, we were meant to receive it into us so that we bec
ome that word.  The word is spiritually discerned. 
If the Holy Spirit is quickening the word to 100 different men of God, they will all have one common conclusion about tha
t word.  If 100 different men are intellectually parsing scripture, they will come up with many different interpretations and 
possibly 100 different points of view.  You cannot interpret the written word without the spoken word by the Holy Spirit.  
And you cannot accept the spoken word without its veracity being confirmed by the written word.  The two are one and t
hey work in concert. 

Re: , on: 2019/4/11 9:54
Travis, I appreciate your words brother. The only red herring was " Sola Scriptura leads to gross error if it means that ma
n, with is human intellect, studies only scripture and tries to understand it." It is a red herring because no one suggested 
that man should interpret the Scriptures outside of the Holy Spirit, but I agree with your point and in fact made that very 
point to Greg, suggesting that his own confusion was not because he was trying to interpret the Scriptures apart from wh
at other men have said before him, but because he was trying to interpret the Scriptures minus the Holy Spirit. It is quite 
something these days when we have to once again defend scriptures alone as the final authority would you not agree? It
is quite something when once again praying to the dead has to be refuted or praying to Mary? And now the latest teachi
ng from Greg, Apostolic succession. The mind boggles how Greg can attack a book like "The Pilgrim Church," in his def
ense of Apostolic succession. Greg writes publicly.....

"Essentially once I researched those splinter groups that the Pilgrim Church and Torch and Testimony or the Trail of Blo
od books explemify, I found these groups to be ridden with false teachers and strange ideas. Sadly it seems in our zeal t
o find an "un-broken" lineage of remnant or true ones we find ourselves mixing in the wrong with the right." 

I might remind Greg that the only real history we have of these different groups mentioned in the Pilgrim Church was the
history written by those who hunted them down and murdered them and then burned their writings. It makes me weep n
ow to see the martyrs attacked in such a fashion. We will be hearing next that the Catholic church did the world a favor b
y killing all of those "heretics," that rejected the Apostolic succession claims of this Satanic counterfeit. ....bro Frank

Re:  - posted by havok20x, on: 2019/4/11 10:53
Proverbs 18:13--"He who answers a matter before he hearts it, it is folly and shame to him."

This is the last thing I will say:  I find it strange that the man you have been berating is the same one who is allowing you
to post on HIS website all this information.  Seems like a godly man who would tolerate a beating from someone with the
audacity enough to dog him to the ground.  You should think about that.

I won't respond further, since your inquiries are all directed at Greg and I can answer none of them.  It's hard to have a d
iscussion when you are talking at someone else.

Page 12/22



General Topics :: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon

Re: , on: 2019/4/11 11:17
Havok, since you have made this charge "berating," and "tolerate a beating," and "dog him to the ground." Can you give 
examples of this charge? Or, are you just furious that one man would have the audacity to question another man? Might 
be well for you to bow out since you seem so angry, this is merely a clarification of positions. If Greg actually stands by h
is words of late, wont be a problem for me, I would just disagree with him as I would disagree with anyone who holds to t
hose positions. I came out of the Catholic church so I am well aware of those who hold these positions as well as Catholi
c charismatics. And you are right, it is "HIS," website and he has the freedom to do anything he wants with it. But the su
ggestion that he is beyond questioning is just a silly one to me.............bro Frank

Re: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon, on: 2019/4/11 11:29
I recognize the potential for extreme positions.  Those who desire to â€œtear downâ€• and those who wear rose colored
glasses.  Personally, I am grateful for those Christian â€œBloggersâ€• who at the cost of their reputations, finances, car
eers and family seek the truth by exposing organizations, ministries, preachers and churches who are controlling and ab
usive.  The so-called Churchâ€™s testimony  in my neck of the woods(Chicago area) is laughable, sad and tragic.  If it 
were not for some brave individuals who took on the Evangelical Mega-Industrial Church System partly through these Bl
ogs the situations at Willowcreek and Harvest Bible would never have seen the light of day.  Often I find that those Blogg
ers Iâ€™m most upset with are the ones who are not necessary wrong, they just donâ€™t see things like me.  By and la
rge around these parts the traditional clergy/laity church, especially the Mega ones are a big mess and they need to be e
xposed for their abuse of power, lack of transparency, missuse of finances, sexual exploitation, and just pure greed.  Th
ese are facts from personal testimonies, law suits, and documentation.  The truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the tr
uth must always be soughtâ€” not just the truth we want to hear.  So let the Bloggers roll.  Most can easily identify those 
who are just looking for the fly in the ointment anyway.  As far as division is concerned the Body of Christ has done a pre
tty good job of that already so no need to blame Bloggers. This â€œthreadâ€• alone should give evidence of just how un
ited we are?

Re:  - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/4/11 11:37

Hi Frank: 

Well, Sycophant is a new name for me...I'll add it to self-promoter. 

But really, the thread is on divisiveness and judgmentalism, you have taken the thread off course and called Greg to acc
ount on other doctrinal issues. 
Ok, fine, this is a discussion forum, but the tenor of your posting is to take Greg behind the woodshed for a spankin. 

Since he is not responding ( no doubt he's read what you've said) it's not even a discussion it's a series of accusations fr
om you. 
I think appropriate decorum would be to have this a private matter between you and Greg so it can be settled. 

lastly and I'll drop this, if Greg is not going to respond publically to your accusations, there is little reason to pursue this o
penly. He may chose not to defend himself here on the forum and there is biblical precedent for taking such a route. 

 

Re: , on: 2019/4/11 11:57
Hi Marvin,

This thread is about tearing down the Body of Christ, that is title of the thread. The issues that I raised goes directly to th
e heart of the Body of Christ. What you call accusations ( its a an ancient criticism) is simply questions asked based on p
ublic comments , read for yourself https://www.facebook.com/gregjgordon under the Igantius thread.
One does not have to agree with the actual practice of praying to the dead, they just have to acknowledge that it is withi
n the pale of orthodoxy and it amounts to the same thing. This all traces back to certain men making overtures to the Cat
holic church, guys like Warren and Bickle. When they are rightly criticized, their critics are attacked by men like Chan wh
o says that God will murder them. I am sure the Catholic hierarchy are delighted by it all. We are living in strange times i
ndeed, the grand delusion is on it way and indeed is already among us.........bro Frank
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Re:  - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/4/11 16:24

Frank:

So I decided to read the book of Ignatius by Greg. His opening chapter had little in it that pegs Greg as unorthodox. If yo
u consider Ignatius teachings have a full stamp of approval by Greg (which was not explicit) at that point you need to get
from Greg just what from Ignatius he will vouch for as his own. 

I did read about 50 some comments (facebook) by Blaine, Ron, Ian, Jonathan and others, they were all making accusati
ons to which Greg never responded to affirming or denying. All Greg did was say "we need context for the New Testame
nt in order to obtain a more accurate interpretation of scripture today" (loose quotation). Well they didn't like that answer 
so out came other conclusions.

Ignatius was very fond of saying to his audience "you are this, this and this! Those who are that, don't do this! That form 
of warning/exhortation I found in all his letters ( supposed) 
To me, its one thing to say "Ignatius missed it on some point or another scripturally". It's another to ignore the context of 
his life and how he was exhorting the believers to live. 
If we were to reverse the table and let Ignatius speak to this generation...It would be no small wonder he would be full of 
rebuke and exhortation. He might fully validate why he exhorted to keep right with the bishop over against our pastors a
nd teachers who violate the scriptures with such abominable lives and teachings. He would probably walk away feeling 
more vindicated than ever anyone had. 

All I would say to all of this. Cookie cutter judgments eventually cut out everyone. When you finally realize your cutter jus
t looks like you, everyone else doesn't. Then there are no orthodox in any age, only you. There are no doctrines or traditi
ons worthy of acceptance other than those you approve of. Like it or not, God's grace makes room for 2000 years worth 
of all kinds of variations, the only variation of course that condemns all others is that kind who thinks they are the end all 
in doctrine and practice. 

We are just not it. 

Before I get ready to toss into hell all the sacredotals...I might check with God to make sure all of the 21st century worldl
y types are going to make it.

I don't buy it that Greg is making overtures to RCC There are plenty of sacerdotal reformed who have nothing to do with 
RCC. 

Anyway I just wanted you to know I would make some effort to understand your position Frank.   

Re: , on: 2019/4/11 16:56
Marvin,

Let me ask you a question, aside from the booklet you just read by Greg, do you know anything about Ignatius and what
his teachings led to? The very foundations of the clergy/laity split, the notion of a universal Catholic church and the notio
n of the Eucharist, that the bread was actually the flesh of Jesus, we can in part thank Ignatius. Of course it grew into the
monster that is the Catholic church with its monstrous teachings and its eventual hunting down and killing anyone who w
ould not bow their knees to its authority. 

"Before I get ready to toss into hell all the sacredotals...I might check with God to make sure all of the 21st century worldl
y types are going to make it."

The lightness with which you treat these subjects, your main aim seeming to be protecting Greg, is truly sad and may be
indicative of this generation. I suppose that only in gross ignorance could the Catholic notions of praying to the saints, E
ucharist, monarchical episcopate and sacraments raise its ugly head again..........bro Frank
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Re:  - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2019/4/12 16:18
Frank, you said, "Hi Travis, it comes from Greg along with a rejection of sola scriptura. He has been rebuked by men like
Ron Bailey and Allan Halton and Jose Munez, leader of Jesus Crew, himself an ex Catholic like me........bro Frank"

"Rebuked," at least for my part, is not the right word to describe the reaction to what Greg Gordon is embracing. It is mor
e a strong plea to Greg to listen to what an increasing number of well-grounded brethren are saying to him. They are  br
ethren who are alarmed at what the founder of Sermonindex is propagating these days. And personally, I have not felt a
nything said to him was out of a critical spirit, but rather out of love.

Allan Halton  

Re:  - posted by deltadom (), on: 2019/4/12 17:23
How do you define the body of the Messiah 

Re: , on: 2019/4/12 21:16
HI Allan, I withdraw your name from the rebuke part, although clearly Ron Bailey and bro Jose were rebuking him. Rebu
ke to me is something that comes when one chooses to publicly call someone to account over an extreme error. Some 
may not consider it extreme error to pray to saints, or disqualifying, but I would have to seriously consider the claim of an
yone who says they are a Christian and prays to Mary and the saints, or anyone who would tell them it is within the pale 
of orthodoxy. I will admit this is not new, it goes back to at least the 90s when a document was signed by Evangelicals a
greeing not to proselytize Catholics..........bro Frank

Re:  - posted by docs (), on: 2019/4/12 22:13
Deleted for the time being.

Blessings.

Re: , on: 2019/4/12 22:45
David, Greg wrote the book you are talking about. There is a fundamental issue here of the foundations of the Catholic c
hurch, vast error beyond compare, and the hierarchal system of leadership perfected by the Roman Catholics. Here is a 
quote from one of the comments by Ron Bailey.......

" but the view you are propounding here is deeply in error and you do a disservice to all who trust your your judgement. 
Sermonindex has a wide reach and influence. I plead with you to take this book out of circulation.
I think you know me well enough that to confront publicly in this way it not my usual mode of operation but Ignatius poiso
ned the minds of generations who believed he was speaking truth and it is a source of deep distress to me to think that y
et another generation will be subject to the same fate."

I agree with bro Ron on this. Greg later commented that those churches and groups mentioned in the Pilgrim Church we
re riddled with error. So, Ignatius and the so called church fathers are promoted, while the groups that stood against the 
Catholic church and were martyred for it are defamed. From Greg.........

"Essentially once I researched those splinter groups that the Pilgrim Church and Torch and Testimony or the Trail of Blo
od books explemify, I found these groups to be ridden with false teachers and strange ideas. Sadly it seems in our zeal t
o find an "un-broken" lineage of remnant or true ones we find ourselves mixing in the wrong with the right."

Here we have a defense of infant baptism, Greg writes....

"Towards infant baptism of course a child cannot crawl up and get in the tub. The believing (repenting) parents must do 
so. In the end in early church tradition the child renews his baptism vows (owns them) when he is older. This works well 
with Acts 2:38 the promise being for the "children."

And here we have Greg commenting on praying to the dead and to Mary......

"Early liturgies of the church included phrases asking God to help us, through the intercesisons of Mary and all the other 
saints. To me this is not disqualifying. Of course there are extremes and those who pray to Mary in a wrong way. Do you
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know how charismatic catholics pray? Is it possible they have corrected the extremes and are more balanced in this are
a?â€•

Is there a right way to pray to Mary? So you see my concerns with these issues? Now I will agree, in this day and age I 
am "extreme." I do not consider Catholics, in general, my brothers. I know that Chan and Bill Johnson and Rick Warren 
and Copeland and Benny Hinn do, they embrace the Pope. I cannot help that. But I can be dismayed by this slide back t
o Rome or the the Orthodox Church..........bro Frank

Re:  - posted by docs (), on: 2019/4/12 22:52
Im in the midst of charging my phone which I'm using and trying to read in between and I need to go back over that threa
d it seems.

I'll try and get back to you. Thanks.

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2019/4/12 22:56

Quote:
-------------------------I agree with bro Ron on this. Greg later commented that those churches and groups mentioned in the Pilgrim Church were riddled w
ith error. So, Ignatius and the so called church fathers are promoted, while the groups that stood against the Catholic church and were martyred for it a
re defamed. From Greg.........

-------------------------

Saints,

I have been on a road trip with the family so I did not have time to really sit down or try and engage this forum thread. I w
ould firstly recommend anyone who are questioning anything written in this thread to consider to see and read the short 
ebook I put together on St. Ignatius: https://www.amazon.com/Early-Church-Father-Ignatius-Antioch-ebook/dp/B07N3TF
JBW/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=greg+gordon&qid=1555123882&s=gateway&sr=8-1

Secondly, I have read alot of accusations towards myself but really what exactly are the questions you would like answe
red? 

Above is a quote by brother Frank and it is polorazing the early church fathers versus any martyred persecuted group.   
Unfortunately this makes no sense as the early church fathers were themselves many of them martyrs (we recall of St. P
olycarp) and the Entire Church (one name for it was "Catholic") was heavily persecuted for the first 300 years of its exist
ence by the Roman Empire. 

There were a few small sects that were not in-line with the Apostles traditons and teachings. Yet any martyrdom on eithe
r side was done by the Roman government.

Re: , on: 2019/4/13 1:34
Bro Greg, first of all it is not an accusation. If you write and make statements, you are accountable for them. I will quote 
you verbatim , one issue at a time, and you can share what you mean. I will respond fist to what you wrote....

""Essentially once I researched those splinter groups that the Pilgrim Church and Torch and Testimony or the Trail of Blo
od books explemify, I found these groups to be ridden with false teachers and strange ideas. Sadly it seems in our zeal t
o find an "un-broken" lineage of remnant or true ones we find ourselves mixing in the wrong with the right."

The groups mentioned in the Pilgrim Church were riddled with false teachers and strange ideas? Was that not the reaso
n given for hunting them down and killing them? And your research must have been quite limited as most of these group
s writings were burned and destroyed by the Catholic church, indeed to the extent that we can gleam anything at all abo
ut them, we gleam it from their detractors, heavily invested in justifying the fact that they hunted down and burned these 
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people alive. 

You say for 300 years the entire church was heavily persecuted. Yet in the two main severe persecutions one at the beg
inning of the third century and the other at the end of the third century and into the fourth were essentially split into two g
roups. One group capitulating and the other being killed. The catholics and the donatists comprising the second great pe
rsecution under Diocletian just prior to Constantine. Can you tell me bro Greg, after the Romans embraced Christianity u
nder Constantine, who killed the millions of martyrs for the following 1300 years? ....bro Frank

Re:  - posted by Martyr (), on: 2019/4/13 1:39
It is amazing to me how a post about "tearing down the body of Christ" has led to so much dissension.

A parable. 

Five men saw a straight stick. They studied it, embraced it and KNEW from that what a straight stick is. 

The same five men saw a crooked stick, and though they're personalities and vessels differed they were all in complete 
agreement that what was before them was indeed a crooked stick.

The disharmony in this forum isnt a "problem", in the way the word is used today. It is a crushing cornerstone that should
prompt us to ask if any of this is real...if any of us actually know, if we are speaking from a place that can tell of Christ in 
a definitive solid way. Or maybe (and Im willing to bet my bottom dollar) if he is reduced to doctrine and dogma that serv
es our purposes and conforms to our little worlds. You speak of catholics and christians as if God even slightly sees the 
difference...He who sees the hearts and the souls of EVERY man in TRUTH without respect of persons. 

How many men on this forum are just tombs filled with dead mens bones (ravenhill, reidhead, ignatius, etc.) rather then t
he Life of Christ.

Shame on you all. Youre disharmonious thought bears witness against you. Anyone who has definitely seen a straight st
ick can tell you are not speaking from a place of knowing and finality but in speculation and desires of the heart.

Forget what you have embraced and seek the Truth!!

Shame on you.

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2019/4/13 4:12

Quote:
------------------------- You say for 300 years the entire church was heavily persecuted. Yet in the two main severe persecutions one at the beginning of th
e third century and the other at the end of the third century and into the fourth were essentially split into two groups. One group capitulating and the oth
er being killed. The catholics and the donatists comprising the second great persecution under Diocletian just prior to Constantine. Can you tell me bro
Greg, after the Romans embraced Christianity under Constantine, who killed the millions of martyrs for the following 1300 years? .
-------------------------

Brother frank, it seems no answer I give will suffice so I am going to try and take a break from trying to work this out with
you.  Your question really is very complex and there is not simple answer.  Of course the majority of martyrdoms in chris
tianity have been orthodox christians being killed by muslims in the last 100 years.  Anyone who follows open doors, or 
VOM will understand this. So again I do not see church history clearly as catholics killing true believers, of course there 
was abuse of power in certain points that ended in martyrdoms. This also happened with other churches that took contro
l of country states. It is something I am still understanding and grasping fully. 

Quote:
-------------------------How many men on this forum are just tombs filled with dead mens bones (ravenhill, reidhead, ignatius, etc.) rather then the Life of C
hrist.

-------------------------
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Dear brother,  I do understand what you are writing and feeling but there is also place for honest questions and struggle
s people have over things in relation to the Church. 

From the original article here is a quote that we can all follow and consider more in this thread:

St. Polycarp, the second-century bishop of Smyrna, says, "Not quickly crediting an evil report against any one, not sever
e in judgment, as knowing that we are all under a debt of sin. If then we entreat the Lord to forgive us, we ought also our
selves to forgive; for we are before the eyes of our Lord and God."

Let us all have more mercy on each other. More forgiveness, more grace and kindness. We all really see just in part.   

Re:  - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2019/4/13 8:40

Brothers and sisters,

It is not difficult to find fault and error in one another, and that error should be addressed if it is leading the saints away fr
om the truth.

In the Colossian letter, the Apostle Paul adressed What is known as the â€œColossian Heresyâ€•, but before he does t
hat the emphasis that is made is on the greatness and preeminence of Christ. 

We need to make the main thing the main thing, and that is not just examining the error, but it is by growing in the knowl
edge of Jesus Christ, seeing Him who is the truth. The light will always expose and overcome the darkness.

None of us can say that there is no fault in us, and the Lord is calling us to be of the same mind, and to correct one anot
her in all gentleness, humility, and meekness. It is only by grace that we stand.

Re: , on: 2019/4/13 10:22
Greg, fair enough. I am going to leave it and here is the two reasons I will leave it. 

"You speak of catholics and christians as if God even slightly sees the difference."

"Of course the majority of martyrdoms in christianity have been orthodox christians being killed by muslims in the last 10
0 years. Anyone who follows open doors, or VOM will understand this. So again I do not see church history clearly as ca
tholics killing true believers"

There is simply nothing I can do with that level of ignorance. What a terrible betrayal of millions of our brothers and sister
s killed by one of the most heinous satanic organizations the world has ever seen over a period of at least 1000 years. N
ot to mention the millions of children raped and abused by the Catholic system in the last 100 years. Brother, if you coul
d remove my name from the forum I would appreciate that, I cannot be associated in any way with this.............bro Frank

Re:  - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2019/4/13 11:51
Frank, thanks for your earlier clarification about the word â€œrebuke.â€• My concern has been that others who read the
se posts will understand that this is not a â€œfeeding frenzyâ€• (to quote from Gregâ€™s original post) but rather brethr
en who love him and are deeply troubled about serious error that he is propagating these days. 

Greg, you have said elsewhere that correction should be left to leaders, or words to that effect. Iâ€™m not sure I fully ag
ree with you on that, but surely you must acknowledge that some of those who are alarmed at what you are saying are r
espected leaders, elders. Personally, I am dismayed that you have not taken to heart what a leader of the caliber of Ron
Bailey has said to you. Please, Greg, heed your own counsel. It would be a tragedy for the founder of Sermonindex to g
o down in history the way, it seems, you are determined shall be the case.
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Re:  - posted by followthelamb (), on: 2019/4/13 13:03
There is an accidental misquote:

â€œYou speak of catholics and christians as if God even slightly sees the difference.â€•

Greg did not say thisâ€” it was from one of  Martyr/ Brother Tylerâ€™s replies.

Also, Greg does not pray to Mary or the saints nor is he encouraging others to do so.

He has been researching the early church and they seem to have believed that, after Christ came in the flesh, died, was 
buried, ressurrected and ascended, that now when the saints leave their tents behind they are not dead (except their bo
dies) and that their spirits (Philippians 1:23,24; Hebrews 12:23) are in heaven as the cloud of witnesses etc see (Hebrew
s 12:1)

Re:  - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2019/4/13 14:16
Regarding my earlier post, I think there is some confusion in this present thread. People here may not understand that w
hat I said (and what Frank said) has little to do with the original post here. What I said can only be understood in the cont
ext of the lengthy Facebook discussion on Greg Gordon's book on Ignatius of Antioch.  

Ignatius was the first major proponent of the monarchial bishop system, which the Scriptures do not endorse.

Re: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon, on: 2019/4/16 7:42
Greg, Today one of the Bloggerâ€™s I believe you may have been referencing Posted a response directly addressing th
e topic of your original thread.  Most of the responses you received here ended up becoming a tense debate between yo
u and another member which did not address the topic of Bloggers.  If you have not done so I would encourage you to vi
sit the wartburgpress.com site to see how they responded.  Again as far as division in the Body the church continues to 
shoot themselves in the foot.  Silencing the voices of those who wish to bring transparency by calling out the messes  at 
Harvest Bible Chapel, Willowcreek, Mars Hill, SGM, and I could name several others is more than appropriate it is absol
utely critical in this day of declension and evil.  The church is not a â€œ light on a hillâ€• if it fails to even measure up to 
worldly standards.  As I mentioned,  wholesale greed, pedophiles, misappropriation of funds, cult like control, emotional 
abuse are all too evident.  At Harvest Bible there is now a Class Action Lawsuit being brought by the members of the tha
t church against the so-called leadership.  In Corporate America the perpetrators of these offenses would be in jail!  If on
e follows the Bloggers that have been instrumental in bringing this garbage to light one admires their courage to take on 
the Establishment at great cost to themselves.  Will the established church now join those secular policitically correct voi
ces who wish to silent dissent?  Again, hurrah for the courage of those Bloggers, or anyone calling themselves Christian,
who are bold to speak.  If  you, or Sermon Index takes a stance of silencing the dissenters than I to need to have my na
me removed as a member also. To answer the question you posed, â€˜ are these bloggers tearing down the Body of Ch
rist,â€™  I say an emphatic NO.  The church has done a good enough job of that without Bloggers.  

Re:  - posted by TMK (), on: 2019/4/16 9:38
//At Harvest Bible there is now a Class Action Lawsuit being brought by the members of the that church against the so-c
alled leadership//

â€œTo have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be
defrauded?â€•
1 Corinthians 6:7 

Page 19/22



General Topics :: Are These Christian Bloggers Tearing Down the Body of Christ? by Greg Gordon

Re: Brethren  - posted by JFW (), on: 2019/4/16 9:47
While itâ€™s important to provide loving correction itâ€™s equally important to do it properly. Correction for correction s
ake is, at best, a misguided attack. 
If a person â€œwantsâ€• to correct another member of the body of Christ, the spirit of it should itself be in question. Any 
corrective address that is not born of and led by God will only serve to tear down and not build up the body of Christ. We
are implicitly called to build up- 
 Sometimes we have â€œgoodâ€• intentions but that doesnâ€™t necessarily mean they are â€œGodâ€• intentions... 
 While itâ€™s obvious that the body of believers has a sort of autoimmune deficiency it is also obvious that most are ill e
quipped to address the issue as is often observed when an attempt to correct a member takes place. 
This is not to say we shouldnâ€™t â€œdefend the faithâ€• as it was handed down to us, tho some have taken this mand
ate to mean we are somehow licensed to attack other members. This itself is clearly error and itself subject to correction.

The scriptures are replete with examples of proper correction, brought about by God at the time of His choosing. 
So â€œifâ€• we have observed an error and are compelled to issue a correction we must first go to the Lord and pray/int
ercede not only for the member in error but for ourselves to be of the right spirit,... meek, humble, lowly, loving
Itâ€™s been observed we can be â€œrightâ€• regarding an issue but go about a corrective action completely devoid of 
the Holy Spirit - meaning itâ€™s just our flesh and actually does more harm:( 
Itâ€™s also to be noted that WE ALL HAVE BEEN IN ERROR at one time or another and in many cases, will be again a
s we work out our salvation. 
One thing that seems common in biblical correction is they address the issue and not the person... â€œplay the ball - no
t the manâ€•. This allows Holy Spirit to do His work in the hearts and spirits of those in error. It seems oftentimes we wa
nt to â€œbeâ€• Holy Spirit and while it may or may not be a bad thing to want to,... itâ€™s always a bad thing to try to b
e Him.... He is really good at being God and doesnâ€™t need us to do His job for Him ðŸ™•ðŸ•»ðŸ˜‡

Re: I am one.  - posted by Gloryandgrace (), on: 2019/4/16 10:38

A little confession. 

The last several decades God has stirred my heart toward confronting the evil that attacks his people and the lost. 
I am not naturally a confronter, I am passive. As I came to recognize the gift of God in me, I recognized my resilience to 
confrontation was God given and anointed. 

I recognized too that I was able to delve into area or deal with difficult topic or even scenarios with very thick-skin. This t
oo was of God. 

I enjoy reading discernment ministry blogs and articles, I enjoy and thank God for men and women who see what I see, 
and are bold to speak up about it. 

With God's grace and humility, I am what I am and there is nothing to be ashamed of. 
So what is good, boldness, confidence, wisdom, anointing I stand against evil for Jesus sake and love for his people. 

But with all of that, what Fletcher said applies even more to me. I have made every one of the errors mentioned and mor
e so. In reflection on a past debate I needed to use a scalpel, I preferred the chainsaw. So, I used the chainsaw. 

My choice was wrong, therefore my method is intrinsically wrong and my outcome is also wrong. All that God has given 
so that I might act in accordance with his plan and purpose I didn't use, instead I used the carnal 'other'. 

This is the flaw of discernment ministries, bloggers who find an error in a ministry and resort to unbiblical attitudes and c
orrectives which cannot and do not honor God. 

It is right and good that those who discern and confront the errors which arise among us as saints, are also reminded to '
submit yourselves to one another' as Paul entreats. None of us are above reproof and correction. 

I don't read anyone saying on this thread "yea lets get rid of discernment ministries, bloggers who expose error and expl
ain truth". No, but if that man or woman has ventured beyond scripture, they are subject to the same reproof as they give
. 
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If you are going to give reproof, you had better expect to get some back...because you too are being sanctified out of yo
ur sinful self. 

I am appreciative of Frank, I agree with him on the subject of refusing to cave to RCC doctrines slowing creeping into ev
angelical Christianity. 

But, remember, if a few men are debating and even correcting another brother (whether Greg is in error or not, is not my
point) 47 others do not need to join the fray and begin adding their corrections and reproofs. This tactic takes on the app
earance of sharks circling the waters after smelling blood. 

This is also the wisdom of scripture in going to your brother in private, then with two or three others...then publically. 

Gregs article is spot on and needful for at least me. 

Re:  - posted by docs (), on: 2019/4/16 10:56
That seems a wise take on things Gloryandgrace. Thank you.

I read some of the relies at wartburg press and more than a few were saying things about and painting pictures of Greg t
hat simply aren't true and are far from Greg's heart in my opinion. They are just going by what someone else wrote whic
h I suppose is one of the main dangers Greg was trying to address.

Re: lawsuits against bloggers, on: 2019/4/16 12:29
Todd, I agree but evidently James MacDonald and the HBC elders saw fit to bring a lawsuit against some of those anno
ying bloggers and their spouses in an attempt to scare them off.  Didnâ€™t work!! HBC found out it would mean they wo
uld have to prove their case and that meant discovery which was the last thing HBC wanted.  Christianity Today was kin
d enough to allow MacDonald space to write about â€œ why it is necessary to sometimes sue, â€œ in an attempt to sho
w why he was justified in doing so.  I refer you to that recent article.  Interesting though no such space has been allowed
to those who were sued by MacDonald and the elders.  In the meantime MacDonald, his sons and most of the elders ha
ve resigned but recently met to hammer out everyoneâ€™s golden parachute.  The question posed is â€œ do some Blo
ggers divide the Body of Christ.â€• Sure!! But many stand for truth, love Christ and are in despair over itâ€™s condition 
and calling the church out.  To place a limit on what can be expressed or who can express it is often a sign the powerful 
are afraid, at least that has been my experience.  My remarks are not about Greg, who by the way is a blogger! But abo
ut addressing his original question.  My question would be who should not be allowed to Blog about the Church?  

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2019/4/16 13:12

Quote:
-------------------------I read some of the relies at wartburg press and more than a few were saying things about and painting pictures of Greg that simply 
aren't true and are far from Greg's heart in my opinion. They are just going by what someone else wrote which I suppose is one of the main dangers G
reg was trying to address.

-------------------------

Brother,

I believe the replies and the post itself show that there is something amiss in the current evangelical scene towards how 
we deal with others in the body of Christ, namely those in leadership that fall or that have something we are critical of an
d are not sure to deal with it practically hence usually negativism and crticism of unfounded facts etc.   We are usually si
mply a product of our surroundings so the natural way of Christian news outlets reporting accusations against spiritual le
aders seems normal and even good. 

I could easily make a list of blogger websites that I personally believe cross the line but I would much rather just this artic
le be one of many I believe that will be written to help turn the tide back towards a biblical balance in respect for leaders,
humility towards ourselves when moral failures are witnessed, or especially accusatory blogs about choices of leaders th
at we would not choose, etc.

I hope not just this blogger but many others will wrestle with these things. Perhaps we need to email some of them with t
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his article and others just to have them even read it.  I am not calling for the shutting down of all christian bloggers (that i
s an absurd idea) nor am I calling for a complete stop to discernment blogging.  What I am calling for is a biblical re-eval
uation of what is happening and to see some guidelines put in place that are biblical.

Re: Christian Bloggers - posted by macbug (), on: 2019/4/16 20:52
The first question that you might consider is are they "Christian Bloggers, or Bloggers who call themselves "Christian"
The Word has much to say about such activity, gossip, talebearer, false teachers, etc. Combined with the teachings of J
esus, discernment is easy for a Spirit Filled believer.
Do we reflect the love of Christ or are we acting like the enemy of our souls?
If we reflect the love of Christ, we find ourselves under the wings of God.
Far from the darkness.

Re: bloggers, on: 2019/4/17 7:58
Greg, Is it fair to say that you had specific Bloggers in mind that you feel were not biblically discerning when you wrote y
our Article? Bloggers that were/are dividing the Body of Christ?  I feel it is time to â€œcut to the chaseâ€• and identify th
em and what specific toxic, divisive, non- biblical positions they are endorsing that further divides an already divided chu
rch.  I feel the Body of believers needs to know so we can objectively evaluate.  If nothing else it will begin to give us an i
dea of your suggested guidelines.  For starters could you give me your general assessment of the wartburgpress.com, j
ulieroys.com, theelephantsdebt.com, and maybe ministrywatch.com.  Divisive?, untruthful? This is obviously something 
you find critical or you would not have written an Article about it and encouraged others to share your Article on social m
edia.  
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