Scriptures and Doctrine :: Dancing in the Church

Dancing in the Church - posted by Nellie, on: 2006/4/8 15:31
A few weeks ago a Young Couple came to our Church and were dancing like the World would dance, on the front pew.
One of them was part of our Youth Group.
This was done during the singing.
Not anyone in Leadership told them to stop.
This grieved the Spirit of God in me.
When some of us objected to this type of behaviour in Church, we were made to feel like we were the ones that were wr
ong, to even question it.
These Young people need to be saved.
Are we just supposed to pray, and act like nothing happened?

Would like some input on this.
Some Scriptures.
Thank-you.
God Bless you
Nellie
Re: Dancing in the Church - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2006/4/8 16:16
I believe that dancing is permissible but there definetly needs to be a spirit behind it and not done in a fleshly manner. W
e are spirit-soul-body and when we want to express worship in the spirit it comes through our soul (mind, emotions) and
our body (ears, hands, eyes, mouth). So in some ways it makes sense that the worship in Spirit and Truth will result in o
utward acts.
I also believe God is most pleased in heart worship and one of the main hebrew words for worship has a picture of a dog
before the masters feet, when last have we conceptulized and practiced that sense of spirit worship.
Re: consideration for others - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/4/8 17:06
Nellie, the way you describe this situation would grieve me too. Even putting aside any spiritual or religous viewpoints, th
ere is a place for good-old fashioned etiquette, ie, respect for others. If one's "worship" is self-absorbed and shows no co
nsideration for others, they are only worshipping themselves.
It is inappropriate to let this continue - even under the disguise of "freedom in the Spirit". Those who are bothered by it h
ave no need to feel like THEY are the ones in the wrong.
This is no different than for those who feel "free" to wear their dirty boots in the sanctuary or in someone else's house. T
hey should know to take them off out of consideration, or else they need to be told to do so (if they are so immature that
they do not see the need to do so themselves.)
People may freely wear dirty boots or dance in their own homes; no one needs to stop them there.
I remember being in a church service where two women were dancing "in the Spirit" the entire time of singing. They nev
er thought that they were blocking our view to the overhead words on the screen. This was inconsiderate.
I realize that our dancing friends can come back at us with the biblical passage about David dancing in the nude, and his
wife despising him. But that episode is hardly a lisence for the "free" expression of the flesh.
Diane
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Re: Dancing in the Church - posted by lit4ever (), on: 2006/4/8 17:29
I'm wondering how you know that they weren't being led by the Holy Spirit? I have seen both "led and unled" dancing in
church and I'm not going to be the one to put the Holy Spirit in a box. He can pretty much do what he wants. :)
Re: - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/4/8 17:36
Quote:
-------------------------I'm not going to be the one to put the Holy Spirit in a box. He can pretty much do what he wants.
-------------------------

This is where discernment is needed. Not everything attributed to the Spirit originates from the Spirit.
Some things are obvious, some are not.
If the dancers are offended when the church leaders tell them to stop or to dance elsewhere, and they go around bad-m
outhing or bitter, then likely it is an indication that they are not led by the Spirit, but rather by the flesh or deception. They
still need to undergo some maturing.
I guess you just have get good at inspecting fruit.
Diane
Re: - posted by Compton (), on: 2006/4/8 18:53
Obviously there are many scriptures, especially in the Old Testament that sanction dancing. There's hardly a need here
to create a long post full of examples of Hebrew words for whirling, clapping, joyful occasions and other worship
concepts.

Quote:
-------------------------I'm not going to be the one to put the Holy Spirit in a box.
-------------------------

Amen! Hopefully no Christian wants to confine the Holy Spirit! Yet limits and constraints are also holy. If we don't like to l
eave these church-wide matters up to arbitrary methods of "discernment" then we are left with making rules.
In my experience there has always been a simple rule to differentiate between spiritual dancing and sensual dancing: I d
o not believe in all of the biblical examples of ceremonial dancing that male and female could mingle in the act. I think thi
s is unpleasing before the lord as a form of public worship. Thus, typical Charismatic expressions of congregational danc
ing are in my opinion, unpleasing to God. (I'm not talking about clapping hands...)
One time a young woman shared a testimony on Sunday morning how the Lord delivered her from bondage. It was a to
uching and transparent moment for the congregation. But then she asked the sound man play a popular CCM song calle
d Shackles (Mary, Mary) Â“Take the shackles off my feet so I can dance. I just wanna praise you.Â” The congregation, f
ollowing her lead began to dance to the funky beat, women and men together. We had danced before during worship, b
ut I had always been separate from the congregation, up on the platform concentrating on my keyboard playing. This tim
e I was down on the floor with congregation and felt the wrongness of it. If anything, it made the older believers uncomfo
rtable, and out of respect for them I felt it was inappropriate.
Since then I decided to never play on a Charismatic worship team againÂ…We have all week long to worship with our w
hole body and it's endorfins...can't we find a couple hours a week to set apart for worship in spirit?
Now we want freedom in the Lord for sure. But for me, I want my liberty to edify and encourage my brothers and sisters.
It is not a liberty that I want to claim at the offense of those who are older then me, or those who are uncomfortable with
men and women dancing. Also, I do not believe dancing has a unique supernatural power, like Â“evoking the presence
of GodÂ”, or Â“breaking demonic strongholdsÂ”. These things are accomplished through heart submission to the ministr
y of the Holy Spirit aloneÂ…we are set free from religious methodologies that have no power in themselves.
As I said earlier, I believe that the Lord sanctions (some)dancing. IÂ’ve seen politely dressed women perform moving an
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d demure ballets in church, and I freely admit that I have felt a sense of the Lord's joy and danced freely myself on occas
ion in my own prayer time.
But public shoulder to shoulder dancing in mixed company with men moving in the very midst of each otherÂ’s wives an
d daughters I think is unedifying to the Church and unwelcome by the Lord. True David danced publicly with all his might
in the nude. But he also had concubines and cut the foreskins off of his enemies. David lived in a different chapter of Go
dÂ’s everlasting covenant then we do brethren. The Spirit has moved on and so we must also.
Blessings,
MC

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2006/4/8 19:09
Wrong:
Exd 32:19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and
Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.
Right:
1Sa 18:6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the
women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with
instruments of musick.
1Sa 30:16 And when he had brought him down, behold, spread abroad upon all the earth, eating and drinking, and dan
cing, because of all the great spoil that they had taken out of the land of the Philistines, and out of the land of Judah.
2Sa 6:16 And as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal Saul's daughter looked through a window, and
saw king David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart
Do we see the difference in dancing, when God has overcome enemies and does good to His people there is dancing b
efore the Lord. It seems that God entertains the Joy of His people.
2 Samuel 6:16-23 And as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal Saul's daughter looked through a win
dow, and saw king David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart. And they brought in
the ark of the LORD, and set it in his place, in the midst of the tabernacle that David had pitched for it: and David offered
burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. And as soon as David had made an end of offering burnt offering
s and peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts. And he dealt among all the people, eve
n among the whole multitude of Israel, as well to the women as men, to every one a cake of bread, and a good piece of f
lesh, and a flagon of wine. So all the people departed every one to his house. Then David returned to bless his househol
d. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, How glorious was the king of Israel to day, who u
ncovered himself to day in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth
himself! And David said unto Michal, It was before the LORD, which chose me before thy father, and before all his hous
e, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel: therefore will I play before the LORD. And I will yet be m
ore vile than thus, and will be base in mine own sight: and of the maidservants which thou hast spoken of, of them shall I
be had in honour. Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death.
Let them dance to the Lord, iiiiifffff it is to the Lord and not of self in showing for self reward and self display for wanting
others to see how spiritual they are.
Like tongues, don't forbid, but make sure it is of God and not for self exaltation and works oriented.
If it is of God, Glory. Don't be like Michal the daughter of Saul, despising the dancing to the Lord that was in David. The
re was a consequence to in the despising, no children all her life.
In Christ our Joy is in us, which is Christ in us the Hope of Glory. Col 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, t
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o the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.
Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hy
mns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
In Christ: Phillip
Re: Dancing in the Church - posted by Smokey (), on: 2006/4/8 19:14
Nellie
I have no problem with people dancing, or swaying, or lifting hands, and rocking back and forth, if there is no attempt to
make a spectacle. In this case you state that they were dancing ON the front pew. I do not believe that this is appropriat
e behavior anytime, or anywhere, let alone during a church service, as this caused all the attention of the worshipers to
be focused on them.
Just my thoughts..
Many blessings Greg
Re: - posted by Nellie, on: 2006/4/8 19:28
Dear lit4ever
I would never want to put Holy Spirit in a box, either.
God is never the Author of confusion.
The Spirit of God is up-lifting, and He is a Gentleman.
Blessings to you, also
Nellie
Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2006/4/8 21:46
Quote:
-------------------------Even putting aside any spiritual or religous viewpoints, there is a place for good-old fashioned etiquette, ie, respect for others.
-------------------------

Yes, precisely.

Quote:
-------------------------In this case you state that they were dancing ON the front pew. I do not believe that this is appropriate behavior anytime, or anywhe
re, let alone during a church service, as this caused all the attention of the worshipers to be focused on them.
-------------------------

Though all of 1Co 14 would apply ...
1Co 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

Re: take a deeper look at the problem - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/4/9 6:15
This thread was posted in the Scriptures and Doctrine forum Â– specifically inviting discussion about the theology of dan
cing. However, as I look back over the thread, I think that there are some key elements that are being ignored.
1.Apparently one of the dancers belonged to the youth group. So, clearly, these are not adults. They are kids.
2.Also, the church leaders were permitting this.
3.Those who expressed concern were Â“made to feelÂ” that they were in the wrong.
IÂ’d like to encourage more thinking here by sharing an unrelated situation:
I sometimes visit a school where there has been bullying in the playground, in spite of attempts to snuff it out. Then, whe
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n I walk past the classrooms, I see the teachers themselves bullying the children into submission. Now, I ask, Where do
the children learn that bullying is the way to handle those who donÂ’t do what you like? DonÂ’t you see a double stand
ard here? Young folk merely express outwardly the beliefs and behaviors of their adult authorities.
Could it be that way with our dancing duo? Where do they learn what it means to Â“move in the spiritÂ”?
All too often, from what I have seen Â“move in the spiritÂ”, let the spirit move youÂ”, Â“do however you feel ledÂ”, all me
an Â‘DO YOUR OWN THINGÂ’, ie follow your instincts.
If the adults in the church are doing their own thing, ie indulging at potlucks, being inconsiderate towards others, motivat
ed by their own lower instincts, impulsive, living however they feel best, then I ask, HOW ARE THE YOUNG ONES SUP
POSED TO KNOW ANY DIFFERENT?
Think how powerful the kids feel over the adults when they see that they can do what they want even when adults expr
ess objection.
I believe that it wonÂ’t do any good to merely stop the unacceptable behavior without also promoting maturity by offering
something better: the REAL thing Â– true spiritual life in Christ. Our youth need a better foundation to stand on than the
front pew and an impotent religious system.
LetÂ’s not scapegoat the young folk for the failures of the adults.
Just a few thoughtsÂ….
Diane

Re: - posted by Smokey (), on: 2006/4/9 10:41

I almost forgot, how silly of me, find someone else to blame for our bad behavior. Well in my case it was Eve's fault, afte
r all she ate from the tree that she was told not to eat from, so everything is her fault, so I should be able to get away wit
h anything I want, and just blame her..When Jesus calls me to account, I will just point at Eve, and say "It's all her fault".

If this is really what you think roadsign, I would suggest you check out scripture a little closer, because I believe it teache
s we are responsable for our own actions..
Blessings Greg
:-o
Re: - posted by deltadom (), on: 2006/4/9 12:36
My heart has been that people would dance in church so that the night clubs would be empty I used to dance abit in that
kind of scene and loathe it with a vengence.
I think Christian Dancing should be different that Worldly Dancing as we are Dancing to are savior.
I think it was Richard Wembrant in prison that was when he got his feet damaged when they tried to make him not danc
e and sing to the Lord even thou they had been through much sorrow.
If you notice there is worldy dancing in exodus.To me sometimes it is better people dancing in church than it is in nightcl
ubs but hopefully not the same way as in the nightclub.
That was one of the strong things that kept me in church dancing used to be quite regular in one of the youth camps to p
raise and worship music, I found it much more better than the rubbish from the world.There was one time when I was so
miserable that I danced to the Lord out on the street, because I thought I might aswell praise and worship him it had bee
n a really bad day.
This is a very complex issue. it says to love the Lord with all you body mind and strenght and I guess that isnt passive.
The Israelis are much more passionate about dancing if you know anything about Messiniac Christianity.I know I have g
ot some things wrong, may the lord multiply my zeal for him a hundread fold so that I can dance even more for him.
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Jud 21:21 - Show Context
And see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in dances, then come ye out of the vineyards, and
catch you every man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin.
Job 21:11 - Show Context
They send forth their little ones like a flock, and their children dance.
Ps 149:3 - Show Context
Let them praise his name in the dance: let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and harp.
Ps 150:4 - Show Context
Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.
Ec 3:4 - Show Context
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
Isa 13:21 - Show Context
But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell ther
e, and satyrs shall dance there.
Jer 31:13 - Show Context
Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and
will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.
La 5:15 - Show Context
The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into mourning.
Ex 32:19 - Show Context
And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' ange
r waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.
1Sa 18:6 - Show Context
And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women cam
e out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of musick.
1Sa 30:16 - Show Context
And when he had brought him down, behold, they were spread abroad upon all the earth, eating and drinking, and da
ncing, because of all the great spoil that they had taken out of the land of the Philistines, and out of the land of Judah.
2Sa 6:16 - Show Context
And as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal Saul's daughter looked through a window, and saw kin
g David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.
1Ch 15:29 - Show Context
And it came to pass, as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came to the city of David, that Michal the daughter of Sa
ul looking out at a window saw king David dancing and playing: and she despised him in her heart.
Ps 30:11 - Show Context
Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness;
Lu 15:25 - Show Context
Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing.
2Co 4:10 - Show Context
Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in ou
r body.
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Dancing - posted by crsschk (), on: 2006/4/9 13:56
Greg, think you might be missing something here...
"Both"

Quote:
-------------------------2.Also, the church leaders were permitting this.
-------------------------

1Co 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order.
Why did Paul go to such lengths in explanation?
Sorry Diane, no need of my intrusion on your behalf. But Greg, think you would do well to be less accusatory, maybe as
k a question rather than make a statement.
Edit*
Quote:
-------------------------I guess you just have get good at inspecting fruit.
-------------------------

Diane, this seems to keep coming up in other threads as well, even if it is being used somewhat differently in intent...
Still, not understanding where this idea is truly something we are supposed to be doing. It seems to apply to false proph
ets. Better, will start another thread, it seems it needs to be looked at more closely.
Re: agreement - posted by Compton (), on: 2006/4/9 14:46
Quote:
-------------------------LetÂ’s not scapegoat the young folk for the failures of the adults.
-------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------If this is really what you think ..., I would suggest you check out scripture a little closer, because I believe it teaches we are respons
able for our own actions..
-------------------------

I think Diane would agree with you Smokey. In fact I hear her saying the same thing...she is an adult and instead of blam
ing the children, she is asking where did they pick up these inappropriate attitudes and behaviors. As an adult she is ask
ing adults to accept more responsibility.
I remember the same conversation popped up in the thread about little children wailing in soul anguish to the Lord ...whe
re do our children learn these unhealthy extremes from beating their chests with tortured spirits to dancing hilariously on
the pew?
From spiritually unstable adults perhaps? Unfit examples to the flock? I think Dianes point is not only are we as adults re
sponsible for our own foolishness, but our children suffer because of our foolishness as well.
When the oversight failed to correct them, and would not hear concerns, they are at once responsible for approving it. (A
t least that's how my children reason...)
MC
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Re: - posted by cheta52 (), on: 2006/4/9 19:52
Which dance is in fleshly manner and which is not. How can I define a fleshly dance based on what and by what interpr
etation? influenced by the culture of majority of Christians?Â… did the first disciple danced. How come where they not fu
ll of the Holly Spirit?
Do we see any instances in the new testament where the disciple danced?
Labeling something Â“by the Holy SpiritÂ” does it really make it led by Him? Holy Spirit is HOLLY and the fruits results a
re holly and Him seek to glorify reveal Jesus and not man. If you mean to leap for joy praise the Lord then if that joy is c
ause by the Spirit who revealed Jesus to you and as a result of it you are full of joy then no one can stop you but when
MAN is revealed then watch out.
Did David dance nude? What nakedness the scripture mean for the old time(DavidÂ’s) it is Â“normalÂ” for us. (Exodus
28:42 And thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover their nakedness; from the loins even unto the thighs they shall
reach:) we today have forgotten to blush.

Re: fostering responsibility - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/4/9 20:21
Quote:
------------------------- I believe it teaches we are responsable for our own actions..
-------------------------

Greg I'm glad you brought up this point for clarification.
When I used the word "scapegoat", I wasn't using it to absolve responsibility in any way.
The reason people scapegoat those who look more "obviously" like the problem, is so that they don't have to admit their
own responsibility in this.
The issue here is that some young folk look like THEY are the only ones involved in their choice. But think about it. How
in the world did they get the idea that they could dance on someone's furniture? If this behavior is considered acceptable
from the top, than how can anyone suggest to these young folk that they might be inconsiderate in their choices.
I know that you would agree that part of the role of leadership is to foster responsibility and accountability in others.
Diane
Re:, on: 2006/4/10 9:42
I really didn't want to post on this thread purely because i don't want anyone to misunderstand me, But:
I don't understand what wordly dancing is as opposed to what dancing in the spirit is? In our church we have strong links
to churches in Africa and when we see videos played from their services they are a noisy bunch, full of joy when praising
God. They are playing the tamborine, praising in a loud voice all in one accord and dancing (on the spot) and raising thei
r hands.
Maybe someone would be kind enough to clarify this for me?
Thank you, In His Love
Geraldine
Re:, on: 2006/4/10 11:17
Are people really serious about not knowing what fleshly dancing is as opposed to spiritual dancing? Is that how worldy t
he church has become?
If a woman (or a man) dances in such a way as to cause men to have impure thoughts, then it's fleshly. I'm a red-bloode
d man, I can tell the difference.
My wife loves to dance in the spirit, and there is a difference between that and fleshly dancing.
But today... modesty is not taught in the church. Women wear revealing clothes to church, and think nothing of it. They a
re as guilty as the men who lust over them. Guilty of being a stumbling block.
I dont have a problem with spiritual dancing in the church, but if the dancing is causing a scene, or is sexually suggestiv
e (which I have seen in some of the Charismatic Churches we used to attend) then it needs to be addressed. If your lea
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dership has no backbone and will not address them, then you should look for a leadership that does and submit yourself
to them instead.
Krispy
Re: - posted by Nellie, on: 2006/4/10 12:19
Hi Grealdine,
Worldly Dancing is Sensual.
This Young Couple were dancing not in the Spirit, but in the flesh.
I'm not against dancing in the Spirit of the Lord, and I have seen Women and Men dance in the Spirit, Seperately, and I f
elt the Joy of the Lord, but in the Church, Sensual Dancing should not be allowed.
What's Flesh is flesh, and what's Spirit is Spirit.
May God have someone talk to this Young Couple , so that they will understand.
Someone in Leadership, and I feel like the Pastor should be the one to do it.
God Bless you.
Nellie
Re: - posted by Nellie, on: 2006/4/10 12:24
Krispy,
I agree with your post
I have felt the same way about looking for another Church.
I am praying and asking God to lead me.
Thank-you
God Bless
Nellie
Re: - posted by Nellie, on: 2006/4/10 12:29
Thanks Diane,
We lead by example, and the Young people will follow the example of the Youth Leader.
Thanks so much for all your in put.
I appreciate my Brothers and Sisters on this web
site, even when they don't agree with me.
I have a lot to learn, and will be learning until Jesus comes or calls me Home.
God Bless you
Nellie
Re:, on: 2006/4/10 13:37
Quote:
-------------------------Are people really serious about not knowing what fleshly dancing is as opposed to spiritual dancing? Is that how worldy the church
has become?
-------------------------

This is why i was afraid to post because i did not want to be misunderstood. All i wanted to know was what was meant b
y worldly dancing. Thanks for clearing that up with me Nellie. The reason i was asking in the first place was for a concer
n i have about dancing in the church and mearly wanted the opinion not criticism of others.
Re:, on: 2006/4/10 13:47
I wasnt critisizing others, and you were not the only one who was questioning the difference between carnal dancing and
spiritual dancing.
Sorry if you took that personally.
You have to admit there are times when it seems the church is so much like the world that there isnt any difference. We
are not seperate. We are not even peculiar anymore. It's that condition that I was addressing. It's not critisism... it's calle
d truth.
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Krispy
Re:, on: 2006/4/10 14:03
Quote:
-------------------------You have to admit there are times when it seems the church is so much like the world that there isnt any difference. We are not sep
erate. We are not even peculiar anymore. It's that condition that I was addressing. It's not critisism... it's called truth.
-------------------------

Yes, i wholeheartedly agree with you, 100%. I did take it personally, which i am sorry i misunderstood. :oops: (Feeling a
little sheepish now)
God Bless You Krispy
Re: Wordly or spiritly - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/4/10 14:48
Quote:
-------------------------This is why i was afraid to post because i did not want to be misunderstood. All i wanted to know was what was meant by worldly da
ncing.
-------------------------

Geraldine, You did not ask a bad question at all, but a very good one
I think people muddy things up by the way they use words. And then we don't have clear meanings. For example: What
is dancing "in the spirit" anyway? There are all kinds of spirits, good and bad that loiter around our churches. And not ev
erybody who thinks that they are "moving" in the Spirit really know what it means to be moved by the Holy Spirit.
I would prefer not to conclude that all those in churches, black or otherwise, who are jiving to the music are responding t
o a special prompting of the Spirit. Nor are they particularily "worldly". A lot of behavior in our churches is simply conditi
oned. Ex: In some churches everybody raises their hands. IN some they kneel, in some they say "amen", etc etc. But th
at doesn't mean it is intrinsically wrong. I'm not knocking it.
Movement is good - good for the body and good for the psyche. I'm trying to get these Presbyterians whom I work with t
o move a little more. Even clapping would be great. But for some of the older folk, even that is like asking them to play p
at-a-cake. It feels condescending. So, I have to be careful to respect that.
We just don't need to deify behaviors in church with sacred expressions like "moving in the Spirit" That does not necess
arily justify it.
I love dancing, and sometimes at home I put on some lively music very loudly. Tell me I'm worldly, but all that I know is t
hat I get the excercise I desparately need. It's good for my heart, lungs, and muscles. And I'm having fun, and I'm praisin
g God. It's better than that ol' treadmill.
Geraldine, does that make your understanding clearer or muddier?
Diane
Re:, on: 2006/4/10 16:05
Thanks Diane. To answer your question, Clearer. I asked because when i worship the Lord in church i like to close my
eye's raise my hands and stand in awe of my wonderful God! I may swing side to side as i rock my baby in my arms but i
cant say i have 'danced'. There have however been times where we have been told that we are not being lively enough
and are critisized for being too 'quiet' (i cant think of a better word at present or of the actual word used). Anyway you
could feel as we were being condemned for not moving enough or praising enough the Holy Spirit was being quenched.
It was awful.
So my question really did have apoint to it. I really wondered what was being refered to as worldy dancing.
Quote:
-------------------------I love dancing, and sometimes at home I put on some lively music very loudly. Tell me I'm worldly, but all that I know is that I get the
excercise I desparately need. It's good for my heart, lungs, and muscles. And I'm having fun, and I'm praising God. It's better than that ol' treadmill.
-------------------------
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Ahh, now i can relate to that! I have three wonderful children and many times have we put on a christian cd and danced t
ogether (more jumping up and down , there very energetic :-) ) and then there are the times im alone and the Holy Spirit
floods in and all i want to do is jump up and praise The Lord!
God Bless you Diane
Re: coercing worshippers - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/4/10 19:53
Quote:
-------------------------There have however been times where we have been told that we are not being lively enough and are critisized for being too 'quiet'
-------------------------

Geraldine, The amount of body movement has NOTHING to do with the work of the Spirit! That is more like pagan ritual
s, invoking the spirits with rain dances and such. I think of the Baal worshipers at Mt. Carmel, or those who danced arou
nd the golden calf. That is not God's way.
It is possible to invoke the wrong spirits in our churches, assuming that it is God's Spirit. That is the nature of deception it looks like light, but is darkness.
Perhaps you could suggest to your church leaders that you do a Bible study on the role of the Holy Spirit.

Quote:
-------------------------we were being condemned for not moving enough or praising enough the Holy Spirit was being quenched.
-------------------------

You were being condemned because of a faulty understanding of the Spirit. Not only that, it is inappropriate to "make" ,
coerce, or shame anyone into certain religious behaviors. Jesus NEVER did that. He allowed people freedom - even fre
edom to accept or reject him.
This is antirely different kind of freedom than was inappropriately permitted to our dancing duo at the beginning of this t
hread.
There is such a thing as good rules to promote orderliness.
Diane

Re: Dancing in the Church, on: 2006/4/13 19:38
Ya i have seen this alot. Flesh! Pastors looking the other way. Look at Ezekiel chapter 9. Abominations will happen in th
e church. Jesus will come and shake everything that can be shaken. Dont feel prude, there are others who discern and f
eel the same as you.
Re: - posted by sleepless, on: 2006/4/14 4:56
'But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh
what does it mean to put onÂ…?
is putting on in contrast with fulfilling the lust of the flesh? Or can both coexist, as long there is no sin.
Can I be involved in Â“cleanÂ” activities and yet without realizing I am a person that makes provision for the flesh. We a
re skilled when it comes to defend what we like and never consider doubting what we do.. Â“My preference has more val
ue than your statement Â“
Jeremiah 23:16 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, ...: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not o
ut of the mouth of the LORD.
17 They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; (ther is real and false peace) a
nd they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.
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What is interesting the people who despise the Lord and those that walk after the imagination of their own heart are pron
e to be deceived.
But him who stays under the LordÂ’s counsel can understand and make His will known (18)
Our Lord mention that a man livesÂ” with every word that comes from GodÂ”.
Am I thirsty for His word? Do I long for His word that can give me the true life? What is the purpose of running to prophe
sy (v21) is it the result of me staying at His counsel? (v22) or I am using the LordÂ’s name so my words have more credi
bility as verse 31 mention.
So
-if I belong of the group that despise the Lord (in my mind I may say differently, but my activities donÂ’t support it). Yet th
ose who seek GodÂ’s glory and interest gladly depart from all appearance of evilÂ….

-if I accept and submit to the desire of my heart ( not necessarily evil or sinful but those dreams that have nothing to do
with honoring God, but rather honoring myself making me feel important, good, appreciatedÂ…) some have good impre
ssion of themselves yet God think otherwise. The whole Bible condemns self-seeking as wrong, and inconsistent with th
e true service of God. If I walk after such then I am in danger to be deceived.
Or
-if I consider myself called and yet is not the Lord that send me ( I did not stay at His counsel, nether do I esteem His w
ord as the only food that I can live with,) then I am in danger of doing, going without being sent.
The Holy Spirit has in mind Christ only, not myself, He will talk of Me says Jesus.
May the LordÂ’s peace be upon His people!
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