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. . it has not yet been revealed what we shall be . . . Â—1 John 3:2

Our natural inclination is to be so preciseÂ— trying always to forecast accurately what will happen nextÂ— that we look 
upon uncertainty as a bad thing. We think that we must reach some predetermined goal, but that is not the nature of the 
spiritual life. The nature of the spiritual life is that we are certain in our uncertainty. Consequently, we do not put down ro
ots. Our common sense says, "Well, what if I were in that circumstance?" We cannot presume to see ourselves in any ci
rcumstance in which we have never been.

Certainty is the mark of the commonsense lifeÂ— gracious uncertainty is the mark of the spiritual life. To be certain of G
od means that we are uncertain in all our ways, not knowing what tomorrow may bring. This is generally expressed with 
a sigh of sadness, but it should be an expression of breathless expectation. We are uncertain of the next step, but we ar
e certain of God. As soon as we abandon ourselves to God and do the task He has placed closest to us, He begins to fill
our lives with surprises. When we become simply a promoter or a defender of a particular belief, something within us die
s. That is not believing God Â— it is only believing our belief about Him. Jesus said, ". . . unless you . . . become as little 
children . . ." (Matthew 18:3 ). The spiritual life is the life of a child. We are not uncertain of God, just uncertain of what H
e is going to do next. If our certainty is only in our beliefs, we develop a sense of self-righteousness, become overly critic
al, and are limited by the view that our beliefs are complete and settled. But when we have the right relationship with Go
d, life is full of spontaneous, joyful uncertainty and expectancy. Jesus said, ". . . believe also in Me" (John 14:1  ), not, "B
elieve certain things about Me". Leave everything to Him and it will be gloriously and graciously uncertain how He will co
me inÂ— but you can be certain that He will come. Remain faithful to Him.
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The Ministry Of The Unnoticed
   
Â“Blessed are the poor in spirit.Â”
Matthew 5:3 

The New Testament notices things which from our standards do not seem to count. "Blessed are the poor in spirit," litera
lly - Blessed are the paupers - an exceedingly commonplace thing! The preaching of to-day is apt to emphasize strength
of will, beauty of character - the things that are easily noticed. The phrase we bear so often, Decide for Christ, is an emp
hasis on something Our Lord never trusted. He never asks us to decide for Him, but to yield to Him - a very different thin
g. At the basis of Jesus Christ's Kingdom is the unaffected loveliness of the commonplace. The thing I am blessed in is 
my poverty. If I know I have no strength of will, no nobility of disposition, then Jesus says - Blessed are you, because it i
s through this poverty that I enter His Kingdom. I cannot enter His Kingdom as a good man or woman, I can only enter it 
as a complete pauper. 

The true character of the loveliness that tells for God is always unconscious. Conscious influence is priggish and un-Chri
stian. If I say - I wonder if I am of any use - I instantly lose the bloom of the touch of the Lord. "He that believeth in me, o
ut of him shall flow rivers of living water." If I examine the outflow, I lose the touch of the Lord. 

Which are the people who have influenced us most? Not the ones who thought they did, but those who had not the remo
test notion that they were influencing us. In the Christian life the implicit is never conscious, if it is conscious it ceases to 
have this unaffected loveliness which is the characteristic of the touch of Jesus. We always know when Jesus is at work 
because He produces in the commonplace something that is inspiring.  

 (https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?viewcategory&cid484)  Oswald Chambers
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