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The Idea of the Spirit

The idea of the Spirit held by the average church member is so vague as to be nearly nonexistent. When he thinks of th
e matter at all he is likely to try to imagine a nebulous substance like a wisp of invisible smoke that is said to be present i
n churches and to hover over good people when they are dying. Frankly he does not believe in any such thing, but he w
ants to believe something, and not feeling up to the task of examining the whole truth in the light of Scripture he compro
mises by holding belief in the Spirit as far out from the center of his life as possible, letting it make no difference in anythi
ng that touches him practically. This describes a surprisingly large number of earnest persons who are sincerely trying to
be Christians. 
Now, how should we think of the Spirit? A full answer might well run to a dozen volumes. We can at best only point to th
e "gracious Unction from above" and hope that the reader's own desire may provide the necessary stimulus to urge him 
on to know the blessed Third Person for himself.

Prayer

We long to know the Holy Spirit ourselves, Lord God; make it so in our lives

Scripture

Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him."
Â—John 1:32
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