Scriptures and Doctrine :: Method of recovery

Method of recovery - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2006/5/12 10:57
I think that perhaps we have something here to learn and to which to adjust. We criticize and harshly judge the Church.
We take a very adverse attitude to what we deem to be the faults, weakness, deflections, and even evils in the Church.
We must search our hearts to see why we do so. Is it really our suffering love and sorrow for the Lord that motivates our
spirit and demeanour? Is it redeeming love?
I was reading the quote above and thought about many of the posts we see here on SI that relate to "faults, weakness, d
eflections, and even evils in the Church." We seem to be pretty good at exposing these things but how do we deal with
what is wrong?
What is God's method of recovery from times such as these in the Church?
In Christ,
Ron
Re: Method of recovery - posted by crsschk (), on: 2006/5/12 11:03
Quote:
-------------------------What is God's method of recovery from times such as these in the Church?
-------------------------

Revival ... ?
Perhaps starting with just this;

Quote:
-------------------------We must search our hearts to see why we do so.
-------------------------

Re: - posted by Scroggins (), on: 2006/5/12 11:20
Quote:
------------------------- What is God's method of recovery from times such as these in the Church?
-------------------------

Christ's 2nd coming? :-P
Re: Method of recovery, on: 2006/5/12 12:26
From the above quote
Quote:
-------------------------We criticize and harshly judge the Church. We take a very adverse attitude to what we deem to be the faults, weakness, deflections
, and even evils in the Church.
-------------------------

1 Corinthians 11
29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.
30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.
31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
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32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.
Hebrews 12
4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.
5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chasten
ing of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:
6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?

Ron, I think the answers lies somewhere in our attitude to the ongoing process of correction we must endure if we are se
rious about showing the life of Jesus Christ to the world.
At the time when I committed myself to allowing my Father to reveal to me anything that was wrong, and I would addres
s it, I did not have 'repentance' on my mind, nor sanctification.
Recently though, having been through some of this as a process for some years, I can honestly testify that the pain is tra
nsient. When one truly understands one's sins, repentance is only a breath away to those who would please God.
This has something to do with understanding what Jesus was about in
Luke 9
29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering.
30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias:
31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.
51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerus
alem,
52 And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for
him.
53 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem.

When one understands one must set one's face steadfastly (or, as a flint) to go to Jerusalem, the place of one's decease
in Christ, there can be no turning back. We have to see our own appointment with death (Hebrews 9:27 And as it is ap
pointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:) as unavoidable, before we will embrace our appointment in J
erusalem honestly, and admire the gentleness with which God deals with our fears and our failings, in the most perfectl
y tender order.
He poured out His wrath on Jesus. We should have nothing to fear that would overwhelm us. However, perhaps it is a
matter of having come to trust God's faithfulness, which requires an exercise of faith in the first place, which lays the gro
und within which growth in Him can flourish.
Re: Method of recovery, on: 2006/5/12 12:29
I've been thinking about sanctification recently, in the light of the answers philologos gave in the thread on Instant
Sanctification in the Other Speakers forum. He finished his last post with the suggestion that sanctification should more
correctly be called 'glorification'.
2 Cor 3:18
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Perhaps part of your answer, Ron, lies in looking to the Lord, knowing that what is wrong in the Church is from the carna
l mind, (which cannot please God - Rom 8:6, 7), and what is right in the Church flows from living and walking in the Spirit
.
Going back to sanctification, (a word Tyndale had to invent) I think I've decided on my own definition in these terms: that
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sanctification occurs as I reinforce my original decision to set myself apart unto God (1 Cor 1:2 to them that are sanctifie
d in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and
ours:) by each consecutive decision not to sin and the next decision not to sin (and so on). Every time I knowingly exec
ute a sin, I (should) know I am molesting the progress of sanctification in my life.
Now I have judged myself worthy of death, the death of Christ is more precious to me, and, there seems to be very little t
o commend my love to Him if I do not make a serious effort to desist from sin. Furthermore, now having the power to ov
ercome sin, I have no excuse not to (overcome).
Having said all the foregoing, I didn't always think like this! :-o It was all monumentally exercising to faith, to trust mysel
f to this process in God's hands. And, without doubt, it is part of the responsibility of elders, to rebuke where necessary,
for the good of the local body.
Revelation 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write... 4 Nevertheless I have against thee, because thou hast l
eft thy first love. 5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else
8 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;... 14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there t
hem that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat thin
gs sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans,
which thing I hate. 16 Repent; or else
18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; ..... 22 Behold, I will ... except they repent of their deeds
Revelation 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write;... thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 2 Be
watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before Go
d. 3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch
, I will ...
14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;... 15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I w
ould thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my m
outh. 17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that th
ou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, th
at thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous the
refore, and repent.

Interestingly, Sentry has started a thread on a similar topic today. I was going to refer him to Compton's first post (p1) of
MikeB's Fruit Inspections thread at
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id10222&forum36) https://www.sermonindex.net/m
odules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=10222&forum=36
which is just as relevant to this discussion.
Part of MC's point was, the character of Christ must be present in the leaders, for the appearance of gifts of the Spirit to
be seen as trustworthy. Gifts without the character of the Giver accompanying them, do not testify of a life which is abidi
ng in the true Vine.
Iow, an elder who does not 'live the gospel' (Chaucer), and who is not an overcomer (as per the young men to whom Jo
hn speaks in his first epistle, chapter 2) need not expect the respect of those who are looking for the 'irreproachable' co
mponent required by Paul in
1 Timothy 3:2 The bishop therefore must be without reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, order
ly, given to hospitality, apt to teach; (ASV)
2 Timothy 2:15 be diligent to present thyself approved to God--a workman irreproachable, rightly dividing the word of th
e truth; (Young)
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Re: Method of recovery, on: 2006/5/12 12:54
Here is the link to the Instant Sanctification thread in Other Speakers, to which philologos (Ron Bailey) added two
extracts from Oswald Chambers on the topic.
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id9249&forum34&start10&13) https://www.sermoni
ndex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=9249&forum=34&start=10&13
Re: - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2006/5/12 17:25
Quote:
-------------------------Perhaps part of your answer, Ron, lies in looking to the Lord...
-------------------------

Or perhaps, more to the point, it lies in a fresh revelation and unveiling of the Lord Jesus in all His glory. It seems that be
fore we can deal with details about what is wrong and all the negative aspects, we need a clear view of the positive stan
dard of the Lord. Isn't that how the book of Revelation begins?
In Christ,
Ron
Re: Method of Recovery, on: 2006/5/12 17:39
Has anyone been reading this thread? I think it holds answers, too.
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id10605&forum34&9) https://www.sermonindex.net/
modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=10605&forum=34&9
Re: Method of recovery - posted by Logic, on: 2006/5/13 22:42
InTheLight wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------What is God's method of recovery from times such as these in the Church?
-------------------------

Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Poor as I am bankruped in sin & all my wages are death: My debt is paid by His Blood & I am invited to live in His kingdo
m.
:4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
I mourn for my deadness in spirit: Thank God that He is eteral life.
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I li
ve by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
I will not defend my self of my falts and I will accept His judgment for them: As I aquaint myself with Him I shall inherit th
e earth where the glorious New Jeruselem will rest.
:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
I am starving and am parched for I have no righteousness but dirty raggs: He has filled me by His Word.
:7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
I forgive men their trespasses against me: Because Jesus forgave me of my own sin.
:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
I preseant myself utterly sincer befor my God and I will walk in the light as He is in the light: in that unaprochable light dw
ells God.
:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
I am called to bring men to God so that He will give them his peace: He calls me son.
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Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2006/5/15 18:30
This is a pure picture of Christ.
Blessed: Who is blessed? Are we blessed because of us being poor in spirit, that we morn, are we comforted? Or do
we hurt, are we meek, can we inherit the earth, do we hunger and thirst after righteousness, are we filled, are we pure
in heart, are we merciful, do we obtain mercy, we cannot see God, are we peacemakers, are we children of God?
Absolutely not. There is only one reason we are blessed and that is because of the Christ that is birthed in us. Without
Christ we can attain nothing of the sermon on the mount. With Him we are everything He is, including son's of God.
All things are only accomplished, including the beautiful things of the sermon on the Mount, by the Christ in us the Hope
of Glory.
Phl 2:14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:
Phl 2:21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.
Phl 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom
I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them dung, that I may win Christ,
Phl 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
Col 1:16 For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether thro
nes, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him:
We are called in Christ Jesus that He might come forth from us that All mankind may see Him. Giving all to Him in all w
e do, allowing all we are sent, to see Christ. More and More of Him and less and less of me, this is how son's are made.
In Christ: Phillip

Re: Turn your eyes on Jesus - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/5/16 7:43
Quote:
------------------------- We seem to be pretty good at exposing these things but how do we deal with what is wrong?
-------------------------

I have a somewhat personal take on this:
There were times in my life when church was the most perfect place I could imagine Â– almost like heaven. I thought it
was Church with a capital Â‘CÂ’. I thought everyone was saved. Fellowship was great, Bible studies, etc. And then Â…
Â… when the honeymoon was over Â…Â… Well, you know the storyÂ…. It happens all the time. At some point the gl
ossy view gets marred, and then suddenly itÂ’s all bad and horrible.. and then there is a lot of frustration, complaining, a
nd further wounding.
I believe that the shattering of lofty illusions is not bad Â– in itself. In fact it is necessary in order to move on in faith. Al
so, one needs to acknowledge their negative feelings and woundedness rather than pretend all is well (hypocrisy). Silen
ce is not the answer. Nor does singing H-A-P-P-Y songs help one get Â“over itÂ”.
What helped me get past the criticizing stage was realizing that imperfections are normal in the church, and I didnÂ’t nee
d the ideal church to love and obey God. Most important, I had to see that my frustration revealed that the church had be
come an idol to me, and I had become angry for not meeting my idolatrous needs and desires for security and fulfilment.
I had to admit (confess) that I had placed more trust in the church than in God.
Eventually I praised God for the imperfect church because I found God that way. He became my sufficiency. And that fre
ed me up to love - even the unlovely.
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In one of Earnest OÂ’NeillÂ’s audio messages on Romans he speaks about the remnant principle: God is always buildin
g his remnant among the many who are false. It has always been that way, and always will be. In other words the visibl
e church will never become the ideal, but it will always contain a remnant. We can trust that Christ is relentlessly buildin
g his true Church. He is refining his people through the troubles in church.

Quote:
------------------------- We criticize and harshly judge the Church
-------------------------

With GodÂ’s help, self-centered anger can be transformed into deep heartfelt Christ-centered burden and desire for rev
ival, both personal and corporate.
A thought: This is a site that boldly exposes the wrongs of the modern church - through preachers like Ravenhill, Colin
Carter, etc. So, I wonder if it can be a bit like sticky flypaper, attracting the disgruntled, and also exposing the disgruntled
side of us. But I don't think that is all bad. It can lead to good. We need to pray for GodÂ’s healing, forgiveness, and vict
ory. There is much material here that facilitates that process Â– if one desires to take that route.
Quote:
-------------------------What is God's method of recovery from times such as these in the Church?
-------------------------

It think you answered your question:

Quote:
-------------------------Is it really our suffering love and sorrow for the Lord that motivates our spirit and demeanour? Is it redeeming love?
-------------------------

Experiencing the love of Christ and also expressing it among one another is a great way to facilitate healing and forgive
ness, and maturity. But it doesn't happen overnight - it is a process, and we have to be patient - with each other and also
ourselves.
Diane
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