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This is as it should be. Personal experience must always be first in real life. The most important thing is that we experien
ce reality by the shortest and most direct method. A child may eat nutritious food without knowing anything about chemis
try or diatetics. A country boy may know the delights of pure love while never having heard of Sigmund Freud or Haveloc
k Ellis. Knowledge by acquaintance is always better than mere knowledge by description, and the first does not presupp
ose the second nor require it.

In religion more than in any other field of human experience a sharp distinction must always be made between knowing 
about and knowing. The distinction is the same as between knowing about food and actually eating it. A man can die of 
starvation knowing all about bread, and a man can remain spiritually dead while knowing all the historic facts of Christian
ity. "This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." We have b
ut to introduce one extra word into this verse to see how vast is the difference between knowing about and knowing. "Thi
s is life eternal, that they might know about thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." That one wo
rd makes all the difference between life and death, for it goes to the very root of the verse and changes its theology radic
ally and vitally.

Prayer
We donÂ’t want to know about the Holy Spirit, Father, we want to experience Him in our lives.
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