
Scriptures and Doctrine :: I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST

I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST - posted by DesiJr, on: 2006/10/26 10:53
Guys I heard this sermon on Monday night and got the sermon notes.

Now I see repentance from dead works completely different.

It's repentance from dead works after I have been saved!

Anyway...it's a great sermon...don't miss it and pass it on!

I am the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus!
2 Corinthians 5:21

That is quite a difficult concept to grasp.  Everything within us resists it as if it were not true.  The American Standard Ver
sion of the Bible has this Scripture written in this way:  2Corinthians 5:21(ASV) Him (Jesus) who knew no sin He (God) 
made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him.  The King James Version has it wr
itten like this:  (KJV) For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him (Jesus).  The phrase Â“might be madeÂ” comes from the Greek word ginomai which means to cause to b
e.  Check out what the StrongÂ’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionary says about this word: G1096 &#947;&#953;&#769;&#95
7;&#959;&#956;&#945;&#953; ginomai (ghin'-om-ahee) A prolonged and middle form of a primary verb; to cause to be (
Â“genÂ” -erate), that is, (reflexively) to become (come into being), used with great latitude (literally, figuratively, intensive
ly, etc.)

Please take notice:  This message is not for the immature Christian who thinks that they have to accomplish a list of goo
d works in order to become something in the Lord Jesus Christ or that they must maintain the status of Â“ChristianÂ” by 
doing good things.  It is solely for the one who realizes that Jesus has completed the work and that we, through faith in 
Him, have become something in God; and not just something, but the righteousness that GodÂ’s Law requires.  We are 
no longer considered law-breakers, but now, through Christ Jesus, we have come into right standing with God.

As we go through the following Scriptures, allow God, through His Word and by the power of the Holy Spirit, to speak to 
your heart.  WonÂ’t you invite Him right now to speak to you?  LetÂ’s pray and ask Him to do that very thing.  Praise the 
Lord forever more.  Now let us, through the precious and eternal Word of God, which is our map for life, place pin marke
rs on our journey as we attempt to understand who we are in Christ regarding righteousness.

In 1 Corinthians 3:1-3, Paul wrote, Â“And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to 
babes in Christ.  I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now y
ou are still not able; for you are still carnal.  For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carna
l and behaving like mere men?Â”  I have underscored the words Â“milkÂ” and Â“solid foodÂ” for the sake of this messag
e. In another place, we read this: Â“Â…of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull 
of hearing.  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles o
f the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  For everyone who partakes only of milk is uns
killed in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those wh
o by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.Â”  (Hebrews 5:11-14)  The word Â“milkÂ” 
is a symbolic gesture that Paul used to stand for any basic Christian or Jewish teaching that involves salvation through J
esus Christ (for the Gentile or non-Jew) and the Law of God (for the Jew).  The words Â“solid foodÂ” are another that Pa
ul used metaphorically when referring to things such as the atonement of Christ, justification by Christ, and the fullness o
f Christ dwelling in the souls of men.

This is certain, it is impossible for babies to eat meat.  They will choke.  So what is Paul trying to tell us?  Anyone who liv
es on milk is Â“unskilled in the word of righteousnessÂ” and has remained a baby in their life with Christ.  He didnÂ’t say
that this person isnÂ’t truly saved.  He just called him a baby.  The problem with being or remaining a baby is that babies
canÂ’t walk.  They are completely dependent on someone else for feeding them, changing them when they mess thems
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elves, and putting them to bed at the proper time.  Without constant supervision they would repeatedly get themselves in
to some sort of troubling predicament.

We have been commissioned by our Lord Jesus Christ to teach.  Babies canÂ’t do that.  Look in Matthew 28:18-20 were
it says, Â“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, ba
ptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I ha
ve commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.Â”  We canÂ’t fulfill this great commission i
f we canÂ’t teach.  And we canÂ’t teach if we donÂ’t understand the Â“word of righteousnessÂ” that is spoken of in Hebr
ews 5:13.  Our understanding of righteousness is paramount to maturing in Christ and leaving the elementary principles 
that would keep us infants in God.

LetÂ’s turn our attention now to what Paul wrote in Romans 10: 3 through 10:

For they being ignorant of GodÂ’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted t
o the righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.  For Moses wri
tes about the righteousness which is of the law, Â“The man who does those things shall live by them.Â”  But the righteou
sness of faith speaks in this way, Â“Do not say in your heart, Â‘Who will ascend into heaven?Â’ (that is, to bring Christ d
own from above) or, Â‘Who will descend into the abyss?Â’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  But what does it sa
y?  Â“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heartÂ” (that is, the word of faith which we preach):  that if you co
nfess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be save
d.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.Â”

Once we have received the Lord Jesus as our savior through faith and confession, we almost immediately try to maintai
n or establish ourselves as righteous in GodÂ’s sight by doing the right things and not doing the wrong things any longer
.  Now, it should be quite obvious that if we are genuinely saved and love the Lord Jesus Christ that we should do good t
hings and stop doing the bad things we once did.  But that is were most of us stop; never coming to understand that thro
ugh Christ we have become righteous.  Besides this, even the best of the good things we do are considered Â“filthy rags
Â” to God.  Look at what Isaiah said, Â“But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like filthy rags: 
we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  And there is no one who calls on Your name,
who stirs himself up to take hold of You.Â”  (Isaiah 64:6,7)  So we must receive ChristÂ’s righteousness in order to be tr
uly righteous.  Our attempts at being right before God miserably fall short.

Please turn to the book of Galatians.  In chapter 2, beginning in verse 16 we read:

Â“Â…knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in C
hrist Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no fles
h shall be justified.  But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore
a minister of sin? Certainly not!  For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.  For I t
hrough the law died to the law that I might live to God.  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Ch
rist lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
for me.  I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.  O fooli
sh Galatians! Who has bewitched you that should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portra
yed among you as crucified?  This only I want to learn from you:  Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by
the hearing of faith?  Are you so foolish?  Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?  Hav
e you suffered so many things in vainÂ—if indeed it was in vain?  Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works
miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?Â—just as Abraham Â“believed Go
d, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.Â”  Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraha
m.  And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforeha
nd, saying, Â“In you all the nations shall be blessed.Â”  So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraha
m.  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, Â“Cursed is everyone who does not 
continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.Â”  But that no one is justified by the law in the 
sight of God is evident, for Â“the just shall live by faith.Â”

How was it possible for the Galatians to be bewitched?  How is it possible for Christians today to be bewitched?  Lookin
g at what Paul wrote in Romans 7:1-4 will provide the answer to this question.

Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as 
he lives?  For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives.  But if the husban
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d dies, she is released from the law of her husband.  So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she 
will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she h
as married another man.  Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, tha
t you may be married to anotherÂ—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.

Because of the dominion of the law, everyone here is married.  And there are only two husbands: 1.) The Law, who is cr
uel and hard, always pointing out your mistakes and failures which in turn makes you feel like a constant failure, and 2.) 
The Lord Jesus Christ, who willingly laid down His spotless life so that you might become the righteousness of God thro
ugh Him.  It is spiritual adultery to go back under the law.  It cheapens the cross of Christ to think that you have not beco
me righteous in Him.  That is why He died.  That is who He will return for.  Ephesians 5:27 says that He will return for a c
hurch Â“not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing.Â”  When would we become such a church if we havenÂ’t already t
hrough Christ? Read what Paul wrote again in Romans 10:3-10 with a new understanding.

DonÂ’t you see, when we try to establish our own righteousness we miserably come up short.  When we try to maintain 
our salvation or the feeling of being saved by doing good things, we have failed to receive all that Christ has accomplish
ed through the cross.  Turn with me to Philippians 3:8-11 where we read, Â“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 
rubbish, that I may gain Christ, and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that w
hich is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His re
surrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurr
ection from the dead.Â”  

We are stuck in the infant stages of Christianity when we wonÂ’t receive the righteousness that Jesus purchased for us t
hrough His cross.  Christ fulfilled the law, then gave His life as a ransom for all who would believe.  Included in that pay
ment was our righteousness; that we could not hope to gain by keeping the law, for all are lawbreakers.  In the book of T
itus we read:  But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousne
ss which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of t
he Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His 
grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  (Titus 3:4-7)

Please hear this, if we wonÂ’t receive the fact that we are righteous in GodÂ’s sight, what's more, that we have become t
he righteousness of God in Christ Jesus, then we destroy our faith.  We remain spiritual babies that are not able to grow 
up in the things of God.  And letÂ’s face it, nobody wants to be around an adult who acts like a child. It eventually wears 
on and wears out the best of us.  We canÂ’t afford to live another day in the deception that we are not righteous in Christ
. Reject that nagging, relentless feeling that youÂ’ll never be good enough, righteous enough, or holy enough.  Where d
oes that feeling of unrighteousness come from?  The Bible says that there exist in the world an accuser, who lays the bl
ame on us day and night (Zechariah 3:1-5 & Revelation 12:10).  Many precious brothers and sisters in the Lord just quit 
because the feeling of trying to measure up is too great.  They just throw in the towel since they canÂ’t escape the feelin
g of not ever getting it right.  Paul said, Â“Who has bewitched you?Â”

Please turn now to Colossians 2:9-10, 14.  This is a wonderful portion of Scripture that will solidify the fact that YOU AR
E righteous in GodÂ’s sight.  You can stop trying to measure up.  You can caste off forever any attempt to gain GodÂ’s a
pproval.  Why?  Because if you believe in Jesus Christ, you already have it. Colossians 2: 9, 10 & 14:  Â“For in Him dwel
ls all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and powerÂ…h
aving wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us.  And He has taken it out 
of the way, having nailed it to the cross.Â”

When we are ignorant of righteousness, when we remain as babes, a spiritual tragedy takes place.  We will read or hear
the wonderful promises of God, but not be able to respond in faith to them because we have a inner voice saying, Â“You
Â’re not good enough to receive any of those.Â”  Our consciousness of sin and the feeling of disapproval makes us put t
he promises of God off for the future.  We think, Â“IÂ’ll have victory someday in heavenÂ” or Â“I know IÂ’ll overcome sin 
one day.Â”  DonÂ’t you know the devil just loves to deceive GodÂ’s people.  When do you expect that:

YouÂ’ll be complete in Him (Colossians 2:9-10)
YouÂ’ll be more than a conqueror through Him that loved us (Romans 8:37)
You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you?  (Philippians 4:13)
	God will always lead you to triumph? (2 Corinthians 2:14)
	There is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus? (Romans 8:1)
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	YouÂ’ll have wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption (1 Corinthians 1:30)

The answer to everyone of these questions is NOW.  Right now! In Jesus Christ.  For He has accomplished it through th
e cross.  By dying for us, He has fulfilled the righteous requirement of the Law and removed all the condemning handwrit
ing.  Once and for all!  2 Corinthians 5:18-21 says, Â“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself throug
h Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Him
self, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Now then, we are ambas
sadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on ChristÂ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.  F
or He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.Â”  If that wer
enÂ’t enough, look at Romans 8:3 & 4:  Â“For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did b
y sending His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin:  He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous req
uirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.Â”

LetÂ’s look at Colossians 1:13-21 and allow the Spirit to transform how you see yourself and quiet the condemning voice
of the devil once and for all.

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we h
ave redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all cre
ation.  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or principalities or powers.  All things were created through Him and for Him.  And He is before all things, a
nd in Him all things consist.  And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dea
d, that in all things He may have the preeminence.  For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, an
d by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heave, having made peace throu
gh the blood of His cross.  And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He h
as reconciled (called back into union or relationship) in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and bla
meless, and above reproach in His sight.

Paul writes in Romans 1:16, 17:  Â“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation f
or everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from fai
th to faith; as it is written, Â“The just shall live by faith.Â”

So whatÂ’s next?  What do we do with this righteousness?  We live.  We live for Him, knowing that we are right in His si
ght.  How do we live?  By His Spirit.  We walk and live by His Spirit.  John 6:63 says, Â“It is the Spirit who gives life; the f
lesh profits nothing.  The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.Â”  Praise Jesus!  LetÂ’s grow in the realiz
ation that He has made us righteous and provides the Spirit so that we can live victoriously for Him.

Re: I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2006/10/28 3:55
Did Abraham know this and was he saved as we are saved?

Was Abraham's faith the same reckoned faith of Christ that we have?  

Gal 3:23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.

In Christ: Phillip

Re: - posted by MisterCheez (), on: 2006/10/31 19:15
An excellent sermon.  Who gave it?

Re: I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST - posted by philologos (), on: 2006/11/1 16:01

Quote:
-------------------------The phrase Â“might be madeÂ” comes from the Greek word ginomai which means to cause to be. Check out what the StrongÂ’s H
ebrew and Greek Dictionary says about this word: G1096 &#947;&#953;&#769;&#957;&#959;&#956;&#945;&#953; ginomai (ghin'-om-ahee) A prolon
ged and middle form of a primary verb; to cause to be (Â“genÂ” -erate), that is, (reflexively) to become (come into being), used with great latitude (liter
ally, figuratively, intensively, etc.)
-------------------------
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I am not sure what point you are making here?

Re: - posted by DesiJr, on: 2006/11/1 18:32
Email me at desinajera@sbcglobal.net and I will give you more information....I don't want to go against any rules layed o
ut by the people here at sermonindex.com

God Bless
Desi

Re: - posted by MisterCheez (), on: 2006/11/3 11:22

Quote:
-------------------------Quote:  The phrase &#8220;might be made&#8221; comes from the Greek word ginomai which means to cause to be. Check out w
hat the Strong&#8217;s Hebrew and Greek Dictionary says about this word: G1096 &#947;&#953;&#769;&#957;&#959;&#956;&#945;&#953; ginomai 
(ghin'-om-ahee) A prolonged and middle form of a primary verb; to cause to be (&#8220;gen&#8221; -erate), that is, (reflexively) to become (come into
being), used with great latitude (literally, figuratively, intensively, etc.)
-------------------------
    
Quote:
-------------------------I am not sure what point you are making here?
-------------------------

I think he is making the point that "might" is not being used in the conditional way we would normally understand it.  So i
nstead of translating it as "could possibly be made" we ought to read "will be made".  It is an active sense not a neutral o
ne and speaks to the fullness/effectiveness of Christ's payment for our unrighteousness.

Re: I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST - posted by jujashan4 (), on: 2015/12/2 7:01
Very good - I recommend reading this message - with faith 

Re: I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST, on: 2015/12/2 11:07
Repentance is the exchange of God's opinion of you instead of your own opinion of yourself. As you embrace God's TR
UTH concerning you, you let go and reject your own ideas and opinion of yourself.  

So YOU ARE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST.

Embrace that truth. This is the REAL truth concerning you.

Re: I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST - posted by Lysa (), on: 2015/12/2 19:17

Desi, 

The email you provided is not working.

Thanks
Lisa

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2015/12/5 21:54
That email was given 11-1-06.

I am the righteousness of God only because of the Christ birthed in me who brings my soul-mind into the realm of the Sp
irit whom is the only one and we in the Spirit the only way to worship God and see the things He has done.

In Christ: Phillip
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Re:  - posted by Lysa (), on: 2015/12/6 4:56

I totally didn't look at the date!  I thought it was a new post!  Silly me!! 

Thanks Christinyou!!! :) 

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2015/12/6 6:37
I only found out because you said it didn't work, so I tried it too.  Then I looked at the date.  See your not so silly after all.

In Christ: Phillip

Re: I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST, on: 2015/12/6 8:18
Here is the original article that is easier to read.

 I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST 

That is quite a difficult concept to grasp. Everything within us resists it as if it were not true. The American Standard Vers
ion of the Bible has this Scripture written in this way: 2 Corinthians 5:21(ASV) Him (Jesus) who knew no sin He (God) m
ade to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him. The King James Version has it writt
en like this: (KJV) For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him (Jesus). The phrase â€œmight be madeâ€• comes from the Greek word ginomai which means to cause to b
e. Check out what the Strongâ€™s Hebrew and Greek Dictionary says about this word: G1096 Î³Î¹Ì•Î½Î¿Î¼Î±Î¹ ginomai (
ghin'-om-ahee) A prolonged and middle form of a primary verb; to cause to be (â€œgenâ€•-erate), that is, (reflexively) to
become (come into being), used with great latitude (literally, figuratively, intensively, etc.)

Please take notice: This message is not for the immature Christian who thinks that they have to accomplish a list of goo
d works in order to become something in the Lord Jesus Christ or that they must maintain the status of â€œChristianâ€• 
by doing good things. It is solely for the one who realizes that Jesus has completed the work and that we, through faith i
n Him, have become something in God; and not just something, but the righteousness that Godâ€™s Law requires. We 
are no longer considered law-breakers, but now, through Christ Jesus, we have come into right standing with God.

As we go through the following Scriptures, allow God, through His Word and by the power of the Holy Spirit, to speak to 
your heart. Wonâ€™t you invite Him right now to speak to you? Letâ€™s pray and ask Him to do that very thing. Praise 
the Lord forever more. Now let us, through the precious and eternal Word of God, which is our map for life, place pin ma
rkers on our journey as we attempt to understand who we are in Christ regarding righteousness.

In 1 Corinthians 3:1-3, Paul wrote, â€œAnd I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as 
to babes in Christ. I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now 
you are still not able; for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carn
al and behaving like mere men?â€• I have underscored the words â€œmilkâ€• and â€œsolid foodâ€• for the sake of this
message. In another place, we read this: â€œâ€¦of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have be
come dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first pr
inciples of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of mi
lk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, t
hose who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.â€• (Hebrews 5:11-14) The word â
€œmilkâ€• is a symbolic gesture that Paul used to stand for any basic Christian or Jewish teaching that involves salvatio
n through Jesus Christ (for the Gentile or non-Jew) and the Law of God (for the Jew). The words â€œsolid foodâ€• are a
nother that Paul used metaphorically when referring to things such as the atonement of Christ, justification by Christ, an
d the fullness of Christ dwelling in the souls of men.

This is certain, it is impossible for babies to eat meat. They will choke. So what is Paul trying to tell us? Anyone who live
s on milk is â€œunskilled in the word of righteousnessâ€• and has remained a baby in their life with Christ. He didnâ€™t
say that this person isnâ€™t truly saved. He just called him a baby. The problem with being or remaining a baby is that 
babies canâ€™t walk. They are completely dependent on someone else for feeding them, changing them when they me
ss themselves, and putting them to bed at the proper time. Without constant supervision they would repeatedly get them
selves into some sort of troubling predicament.
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We have been commissioned by our Lord Jesus Christ to teach. Babies canâ€™t do that. Look in Matthew 28:18-20 wer
e it says, â€œAll authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.â€• We canâ€™t fulfill this great commis
sion if we canâ€™t teach. And we canâ€™t teach if we donâ€™t understand the â€œword of righteousnessâ€• that is s
poken of in Hebrews 5:13. Our understanding of righteousness is paramount to maturing in Christ and leaving the eleme
ntary principles that would keep us infants in God. 

Letâ€™s turn our attention now to what Paul wrote in Romans 10: 3 through 10: 

For they being ignorant of Godâ€™s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitte
d to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. For Moses w
rites about the righteousness which is of the law, â€œThe man who does those things shall live by them.â€• But the righ
teousness of faith speaks in this way, â€œDo not say in your heart, â€˜Who will ascend into heaven?â€™ (that is, to bri
ng Christ down from above) or, â€˜Who will descend into the abyss?â€™ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But 
what does it say? â€œThe word is near you, in your mouth and in your heartâ€• (that is, the word of faith which we prea
ch): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salva
tion.â€• 

Once we have received the Lord Jesus as our savior through faith and confession, we almost immediately try to maintai
n or establish ourselves as righteous in Godâ€™s sight by doing the right things and not doing the wrong things any lon
ger. Now, it should be quite obvious that if we are genuinely saved and love the Lord Jesus Christ that we should do goo
d things and stop doing the bad things we once did. But that is where most of us stop; never coming to understand that t
hrough Christ we have become righteous. Besides this, even the best of the good things we do are considered â€œfilthy
ragsâ€• to God. Look at what Isaiah said, â€œBut we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like filth
y rags: we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. And there is no one who calls on Your
name, who stirs himself up to take hold of You.â€• (Isaiah 64:6,7) So we must receive Christâ€™s righteousness in orde
r to be truly righteous. Our attempts at being right before God miserably fall short. 

Please turn to the book of Galatians. In chapter 2, beginning in verse 16 we read: 

â€œâ€¦knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in 
Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no fl
esh shall be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefo
re a minister of sin? Certainly not! For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I 
through the law died to the law that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Ch
rist lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
for me. I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain. O foolis
h Galatians! Who has bewitched you that should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portray
ed among you as crucified? This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by th
e hearing of faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? Have yo
u suffered so many things in vainâ€”if indeed it was in vain? Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works mira
cles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?â€”just as Abraham â€œbelieved God, 
and it was accounted to him for righteousness.â€• Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.
And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, 
saying, â€œIn you all the nations shall be blessed.â€• So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraha
m. For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, â€œCursed is everyone who does no
t continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.â€• But that no one is justified by the law in th
e sight of God is evident, for â€œthe just shall live by faith.â€• 

How was it possible for the Galatians to be bewitched? How is it possible for Christians today to be bewitched? Looking 
at what Paul wrote in Romans 7:1-4 will provide the answer to this question. 

Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as 
he lives? For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband 
dies, she is released from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will
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be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has 
married another man. Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that yo
u may be married to anotherâ€”to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.

Because of the dominion of the law, everyone here is married. And there are only two husbands: 1.) The Law, who is cru
el and hard, always pointing out your mistakes and failures which in turn makes you feel like a constant failure, and 2.) T
he Lord Jesus Christ, who willingly laid down His spotless life so that you might become the righteousness of God throu
gh Him. It is spiritual adultery to go back under the law. It cheapens the cross of Christ to think that you have not becom
e righteous in Him. That is why He died. That is who He will return for. Ephesians 5:27 says that He will return for a chur
ch â€œnot having spot or wrinkle or any such thing.â€• When would we become such a church if we havenâ€™t alread
y through Christ? Read what Paul wrote again in Romans 10:3-10 with a new understanding. 

Donâ€™t you see, when we try to establish our own righteousness we miserably come up short. When we try to maintai
n our salvation or the feeling of being saved by doing good things, we have failed to receive all that Christ has accomplis
hed through the cross. Turn with me to Philippians 3:8-11 where we read, â€œYet indeed I also count all things loss for t
he excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
as rubbish, that I may gain Christ, and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His r
esurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resu
rrection from the dead.â€• 

We are stuck in the infant stages of Christianity when we wonâ€™t receive the righteousness that Jesus purchased for 
us through His cross. Christ fulfilled the law, then gave His life as a ransom for all who would believe. Included in that pa
yment was our righteousness; that we could not hope to gain by keeping the law, for all are lawbreakers. In the book of 
Titus we read: But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousne
ss which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of t
he Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His 
grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:4-7) 

Please hear this, if we wonâ€™t receive the fact that we are righteous in Godâ€™s sight, what's more, that we have bec
ome the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus, then we destroy our faith. We remain spiritual babies that are not able to 
grow up in the things of God. And letâ€™s face it, nobody wants to be around an adult who acts like a child. It eventually
wears on and wears out the best of us. We canâ€™t afford to live another day in the deception that we are not righteous
in Christ. Reject that nagging, relentless feeling that youâ€™ll never be good enough, righteous enough, or holy enough
. Where does that feeling of unrighteousness come from? The Bible says that there exist in the world an accuser, who la
ys the blame on us day and night (Zechariah 3:1-5 & Revelation 12:10). Many precious brothers and sisters in the Lord j
ust quit because the feeling of trying to measure up is too great. They just throw in the towel since they canâ€™t escape
the feeling of not ever getting it right. Paul said, â€œWho has bewitched you?â€• 

Please turn now to Colossians 2:9-10, 14. This is a wonderful portion of Scripture that will solidify the fact that YOU ARE
righteous in Godâ€™s sight. You can stop trying to measure up. You can caste off forever any attempt to gain Godâ€™
s approval. Why? Because if you believe in Jesus Christ, you already have it. Colossians 2: 9, 10 & 14: â€œFor in Him d
wells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and powerâ€
¦having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it ou
t of the way, having nailed it to the cross.â€• 

When we are ignorant of righteousness, when we remain as babes, a spiritual tragedy takes place. We will read or hear 
the wonderful promises of God, but not be able to respond in faith to them because we have a inner voice saying, â€œY
ouâ€™re not good enough to receive any of those.â€• Our consciousness of sin and the feeling of disapproval makes u
s put the promises of God off for the future. We think, â€œIâ€™ll have victory someday in heavenâ€• or â€œI know Iâ€
™ll overcome sin one day.â€• Donâ€™t you know the devil just loves to deceive Godâ€™s people. When do you expect
that: 

Youâ€™ll be complete in Him (Colossians 2:9-10) Youâ€™ll be more than a conqueror through Him that loved us (Rom
ans 8:37) You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you? (Philippians 4:13) God will always lead you to trium
ph? (2 Corinthians 2:14) There is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus? (Romans 8:1) Youâ€™ll have
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption (1 Corinthians 1:30)
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The answer to everyone of these questions is NOW. Right now! In Jesus Christ. For He has accomplished it through the
cross. By dying for us, He has fulfilled the righteous requirement of the Law and removed all the condemning handwritin
g. Once and for all! 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 says, â€œNow all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself throug
h Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Him
self, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambas
sadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christâ€™s behalf, be reconciled to God.
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.â€• If that w
erenâ€™t enough, look at Romans 8:3 & 4: â€œFor what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God
did by sending His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteou
s requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.â€• 

Letâ€™s look at Colossians 1:13-21 and allow the Spirit to transform how you see yourself and quiet the condemning vo
ice of the devil once and for all. 

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we h
ave redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all cre
ation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, an
d in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things He may have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and b
y Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heave, having made peace through t
he blood of His cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has re
conciled (called back into union or relationship) in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameles
s, and above reproach in His sight. 

Paul writes in Romans 1:16, 17: â€œFor I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation
for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from fai
th to faith; as it is written, â€œThe just shall live by faith.â€• 

So whatâ€™s next? What do we do with this righteousness? We live. We live for Him, knowing that we are right in His si
ght. How do we live? By His Spirit. We walk and live by His Spirit. John 6:63 says, â€œIt is the Spirit who gives life; the f
lesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.â€• Praise Jesus! Letâ€™s grow in the real
ization that He has made us righteous and provides the Spirit so that we can live victoriously for Him.

Re:  - posted by jujashan4 (), on: 2015/12/8 21:51
Thanks Tuc

Re:  - posted by thelogos (), on: 2023/7/31 6:35
Great title, horrid sermon. At the very best, a recipe for ensuring a believer remains a babe in Christ. 

The righteousness that a believer practices after coming to Christ is NOT a filthy rag, but a blessed and absolutely nece
ssary fruit of their redemption. If a professed believer does not practice righteousness, they are NONE of his. 

Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. (1 Jn 3:7)

He says a Christian â€œshouldâ€• do good and stop doing wrongâ€¦.bad choice of words. A Christian MUST do good a
nd stop doing wrong as a condition of their salvation. 

Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not
seen God. (3 Jn 1:11)
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Re:  - posted by Onesimus4God (), on: 2023/9/5 9:55
Excellent!!!!

Re: I AM THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST - posted by twayneb (), on: 2023/11/2 12:03
We also have to note that we do not actually become righteousness.  We have righteousness imputed to us through Chr
ist.  We put on His righteousness.  

righteousness - posted by beloved-vern, on: 2023/11/4 6:50
God has not called you to be perfect, God has called you to His perfection. God has called you to the perfection of anoth
er. He has not called you to be righteous. He's called you to the righteous that belongs to another. And the exercising of 
His power to us is that Christ lives in us as that righteousness perfect and complete. 

The mighty power of God has been wrought in Christ and bestowed to us. The power exerted by God in Christ overcomi
ng corruption and death. This first, again, it's important, this power firstly exhibited in Christ being raised from the dead. 
This is when a new creation comes into being. Again, the resurrection is a big deal. This is when it all comes into being. 
This is when He's raised up and he is raised and He says, I will take away the first, establish the second. Establish mean
s to raise up, to stand up. That means when he stood up, the second was established. And in the second, there is perfec
tion. There is spiritual perfection. There is perfect righteousness without sin, salvation without sin. That comes in the sec
ond that his resurrection brings about. 
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