
General Topics :: "The Will"

"The Will" - posted by beenblake (), on: 2006/10/29 23:14
In another thread, I heard a bit of a discussion concerning the "will" and one wondered if it even existed. The question ar
ises "what is the will?" and "how should we understand it?" 

Obviously, the word "will" is used countless times throughout the new testament and specifically by Christ several times. 
Although, I have yet to discover this idea in the old testament, and have understood the concept first arose in greek philo
sophy. Thinking of this, it seems odd that Christ should then speak of such things though it was never before addressed 
in scripture previously. I do believe this is because God is greater than all things, and to explain Him to a human being b
ound by language and other limitations requires explaining things in the context of their life and experiences. When Chri
st came to earth, He spoke the language of the day, and likewise, He comes to each person on the terms of their own u
nderstanding and level. 

As such, when speaking of the "will" of God, we must understand that is encompasses something greater and more than
human language can contain. This means "knowing" and "doing" God's will is not as simple as understanding mentally b
y way of reason and understanding. I can explain what a will is to you, but having this bit of information will in no way ma
ke it applicable to you. The above also means that a "will" is not simply a "will," meaning that if we must be careful of the 
word "will" itself which can misleading. A "will" is not a thing but rather a concept to explain something abstract. Even still
, it does bear characteristics that can help us understand other abstract things like love. 

So what is a will? I have heard it said that a will is a verb and not a noun. I think that it is both and I will explain this furth
er as we go on. I have also heard that a will is a choice, and this is a half-truth that often confounds people.  Let us start 
here, though, with a will being a choice. 

It is said that humans have "free will." This is true, but don't think people fully understand what this means in truth. They i
nterpret this statement as humans having "free choice." As I sit here and think of all things I have to do tomorrow that I d
on't want to do, or even desire to do, I think, "How is it I have free choice?" When I think of a rape victim, I also think, "Ho
w is it they have free choice?" 

We as humans do not have "free choice". There are so many things in my life that I have yearned to do, and have not be
en able. To this day, I have yet to be able to jump off the roof of my house and fly away like a bird. My choice is to fly an
d every time I fall.

I also think of all the rules and regulations, things you might call "controls" that govern my life. If a "law" tells me not to sp
eed and I do not speed because I fear recieving a ticket, then have I honestly made a free choice? My choice is to spee
d, but fear restrains me. 

I also think of animals who don't have "free will" and yet they can choose all sorts of things. How is that?

From the above then, we can see that choices, desires, and wants all play into the "will" but there must be something mo
re. A "will" cannot be simply defined as being a "choice." Likewise, it cannot simply be defined by the word "desire." 

Desires come in droves. In me, I many desires and many of them conflict. Desires do not last. They change over time. D
oes this describe God? Is God's will governed by something so shallow? Additionally, don't animals have desires? Do th
ey have a "will"? There is something deeper and greater to a "will" than mere choices and desires. 

A "will" is the core or essence of a being. A will is not merely a choice, it is the thing behind all choices. A will is the purp
ose for which a thing does all things. You might call it an "intention" but it is much more. 

In humans, the will is the choice or reason being all our choices and behavoirs. In humans, we have the ability to give ou
r will to whom we will. Our will may be directed toward a person or a thing. In a sense, you could say that our will is that 
which we choose to be our God. 

Humans were created as empty vessels that have needs. Some say it like this, "We have an empty hole that needs to b
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e filled." We were not created as complete creatures. God looked at Adam and said, "It is not good for man to be alone."
Adam was not alone, as God was there. Was not God enough? Why did God say Adam was alone?

Adam's will was not for God. And so, God created Eve so that Adam could join to her in a marital union. However, God k
new this union would only be temporary because humanity was created to have a union with God. However, God wante
d humanity to make this choice through faith in love. 

When Adam was created, God could not force Adam to love God. In the beginning, Adam loved God much like a child lo
ves a parent. But God wanted more. God wanted a bride which is a marital union of love. Adam was alone because He 
was not united as one with God. This is why Adam fell. He lived in God's glory and in His presence. But inside, Adam wa
s yet empty. However, because God satisfied Adam's every need, how should Adam ever know of this? And so, God cre
ated Eve, not as a substitute, but as a companion until all things were complete. Adam and Eve exemplified the relations
hip we are to have with God. In marriage, two become one. This is the ultimate purpose of God for all humanity, that we 
become one with God.

Back to the "will." Our will the reason behind our choices. It is that which we give our life and our selves to. We have the 
freedom to give ourselves to anything. 

Here are where faith, belief, and love come in. They are all tied to the will. We have the freedom to put our faith into wha
tever we wish. We have the freedom to believe in whatever we wish. We have the freedom to love whatever we wish. At 
the core, we have free will. We can choose the reason for which we exist and the reason why we do the things we do. 

Think of your "will" as the real you. It is that thing inside. It is a part of self in that it dictates what self is. However, it is not
your entire self because you are more than your will. You also have a word, which I'll explain in a minute. A will is somet
hing you can give. I think it is best expressed in parents. A parent will often give their will to their children. They choose t
heir children for their reason behind their choices. They rise in the morning, attending a drudging day of work, all becaus
e they "will" for that child. 

Here is another example. I say, "I will goto the store." The word will here does not imply the ability. It does not consider t
he ability or limitations. Someone might respond, "You can't, because you can't walk." However, it is my will. 

But it doesn't stop there. "Why are you going to the store?" There is a reason behind this choice or will. It might be a res
ponse to the flesh. "Because I am hungry." This might seem like the will is simply to serve the flesh, however, if we keep 
digging and digging, we can see that at the core is a heart. The person has a core reason for going to the store. What is 
that core reason? What motivates them? What have they given themselves to? 

Scripturally, this was expressed by Christ in this verse: Matthew 12:35 (NAS) "The good man brings out of his good trea
sure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil."

This also brings me to another explaination. The "will" can be either good or evil. A will can be directed toward a person f
or the good of that person or for the evil of that person. I could direct my will toward you hoping the best for you, or the w
orst for you. 

In this case, the "will" takes on an active pursuit. It coincides with the word "seeking." What are you seeking? When our 
will is directed toward someone or something, we then seek a result for that person or thing. In the case of good, I seek t
o give you life and to help you grow and flourish. In the case of evil, I will to see you destroyed. 

A will can be good or evil. This bring us closer to a definition of love and hate. For love is a good will, and hate is an evil 
will. If I love you, I seek to see you have life. If I hate you, I seek to see you die. 

As a quick aside, I wish to explain a few things. All living creatures have a will. Animals and angels do not have free will. 
Before you get all your tail feather in a ruffle, here me out. It is true angels can fall and sin. However, theirs is not like our
s. We have complete free will. In fact, the Lord has blessed us with the ability to believe in lies. We can believe in a false
God. The angels cannot. They know God and cannot deny the truth of Him. This is quite obvious when Jesus encounter
ed demons. They knew who He was. There was no question for them. Angels do not have this freedom. They do, howev
er, have more freedom than animals. They can choose good or evil. The will of the angels is directed toward God. They 
cannot help this or change it. However, they can choose whether or not their will is good or evil. A good will toward God 
means they love God. An evil will means they hate God. 
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When an angel falls, it is because they have turned their love to hatred. And because of this, they feel hatred deeply. Wh
en the Devil fell, his hatred burned as deep as God's love. His seeks to destroy God. However, God has no weaknesses
, so what can He possibly do to attack God? Hurt the ones He loves. The Devils hates God with such a passion and fury
unknown to any human being that he will seek after God's destruction even fully knowing he cannot.

If you remember, a will does not consider it's limitations. The Devil's will is solely and firmly planted in bringing and end t
o God. There is nothing that will stop him. This is true hatred. 

Humans, however, have free will. And because of this, hatred is not the top problem on our list. We are capable of hatre
d, but not like the Devil. Rather, selfishness is one of our top problems. We give our will to ourselves. We live to serve a
nd please ourselves. Because of this, we create false God's to please ourselves. Some athiests even believe this is no 
God. They solely and truly worship themselves. They give their will to themselves.

At this moment, I would like to recap on what a will is. A will is the core reason behind everything we say or do. A will is 
directional, and is purposeful. It is given toward something. For humans, we have free will. We have the freedom to plac
e our faith into whatever we want. We can choose to trust in anything or believe in anything. We can choose our own Go
d.

What about God and His will? How does this all fit with God? We have been given free will because such is the image of
God. But how is this so? To what does God direct His will?

Here lies the significance of the Father and Son relationship. 

God is greater than all things. All things are possible for God. He has no limitations. God can do all things and can will all
things. However, if this is true, then how can we say God is good? For good implies a definition. Good is limiting. 

Obviously, God is not some mystical force. He is a person with a shape and identity. How can that be? If God is greater t
han all things, how can He be limited to an identity? 

God who is greater than all things chose His own identity. God chose His own image. He had complete freedom to be w
hatever He wanted, whoever He wanted. God chose to be the person He is. 

By doing so, He gave birth to a son. This son bears His perfect image. This son is the perfect expression of His person. 
This son bears His identity entirely. This son is God's Word. 

God's Son embodies all that is pleasing to God. God's will is good and this is expressed perfectly in His Son. God's will i
s toward His Son. 

Humanity was created in the image of God. Some people make a big mistake concerning this statement. Some people s
ay that we were created to BE the image of God. This is not so. We were created IN the image of God. The Son is the i
mage of God. We were created to be a reflection of God's Son. There is an immense difference here that is significant in
understanding our place and purpose in God's Will. We were not created to be God's Son, we were created to be a refle
ction of God's Son. And so, being united as one with God's Son is utterly important to fulfilling our purpose. Any derivatio
n from this causes us to fall.

God's Will is good. Only God is good. And so, anything that is aligned with God's Will is good. When we read through G
enesis 1, we find that God is pleased with all that He creates. He looks upon such and such and says, "It is good." The 
works of God's hands are very pleasing because they are in accord with God's Will. God's Will has been met and satisfie
d. His love and work have been completed.

However, God never says this about humanity. Instead, He says that it is not good for man to be alone. He does not say
humanity is evil, however, they are not good. This means that we had not fully reached the purpose or will God had for u
s. 

God's Will is that we would be united as one with Him. God's Will and our will would be united as one, and as such, our 
works would be the works of God. When our will and God's will are one, all our works are pleasing to Him. 
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--------

There is so much more to say and write, and probably a million questions to answer. It is late and I can hardly hold my e
yes open. I surrend this entire thing to the Lord, and offer to everyone else. 

May the Lord's Will be done,

In Christ,
Blake

Re: "The Will" - posted by philologos (), on: 2006/10/30 4:36

Quote:
-------------------------A "will" is the core or essence of a being. A will is not merely a choice, it is the thing behind all choices. A will is the purpose for whic
h a thing does all things. You might call it an "intention" but it is much more.

In humans, the will is the choice or reason being all our choices and behavoirs. In humans, we have the ability to give our will to whom we will. Our will
may be directed toward a person or a thing. In a sense, you could say that our will is that which we choose to be our God.

A will can be good or evil. 
-------------------------

Who says so?  This is my problem with theologies relating to the will. People of very different views seem to start off with
definitions which have no biblical basis.

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/10/30 10:12
Wow, there is a lot of information in that post!  I have not read it all yet but I did notice the following:

Quote:
-------------------------I also think of all the rules and regulations, things you might call "controls" that govern my life. If a "law" tells me not to speed and I d
o not speed because I fear recieving a ticket, then have I honestly made a free choice? My choice is to speed, but fear restrains me. 
-------------------------

Your desire to obey the law and not receive a speeding ticket is greater than your desire to break the law and possibly re
ceive a speeding ticket.  Therefore you made a freewill choice based on your desires and understanding.  (Please know 
that I don't speak flippantly about the following, but use this to show a point.)  This is similar to a person robbed at gunpo
int.  Two options are presented: Death or losing their wallet.  Even though the person may lose both their life and their w
allet, their freewill comes into play when they choose one option over the other.  

This is a great topic and I hope to learn much through this.

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/10/30 12:13
Phil 2:13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

Quote:
-------------------------A "will" is the core or essence of a being. A will is not merely a choice, it is the thing behind all choices. A will is the purpose for whic
h a thing does all things. You might call it an "intention" but it is much more.
In humans, the will is the choice or reason being all our choices and behavoirs. In humans, we have the ability to give our will to whom we will. Our will
may be directed toward a person or a thing. In a sense, you could say that our will is that which we choose to be our God. (emphasis added.)
-------------------------

Here is where Philologos disagrees with John MacArthur.  John says that our will is free to pick its poison.  Philologos di
sagrees and feels that man's will is neutral.  It is not totally depraved but it does need God's work for it to choose Christ. 
(Philologos, please correct me if I am wrong.)
My position--as I see it in Scripture--is that a man's Will is free from external forces but is in bondage to the desires (hear
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t) and understanding (mind) of the man.
Let me clarify what I mean because this has been misunderstood. 

My Will is in bondage to my desires.  This means that I will choose to do what I desire to do.  This does not always mean
that I will do the most desirable thing, but it does mean that I will do what is desirable.  beenblake gave an example of pa
rents drudgingly going to work in order to provide for their children.  Yes, this is not the most desirable thing for the pare
nts to do, but it is desirable for them to do out of the love and care for their children.  This is not done against their Will.  
This can also manifest itself in things that I do not like to do.  (FYI, There is a key difference between what I like and wha
t I desire.)  When I was younger, my Dad would tell me to clean my room or I would be punished.  I did not like to clean 
my room, I did not like to be punished, however my desire to clean my room outweighed my desire to be punished.  My 
Dad did not force my hands to clean my room...My Will was never violated.

My Will is in bondage to my understanding.  Most importantly, my Will is in bondage to my understanding of who God is 
and what he does.  If I do not know God, then it is impossible for me to please him.  If I have never seen God then how c
an I honor him and glorify him. This is best summarized in Romans 8:6-8, "The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind 
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do s
o. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God."  An unbeliever's Will is in bondage because--as scripture p
ointed out--it does not and cannot submit to God's law and it cannot please God.  This is the bondage the Will is under.  
This is the basis for John MacArthur's free to pick your poison comment.

My Will is free from external forces.  This is the one aspect that has been the most difficult to explain.  The normal reacti
on to this is either 'You cannot will yourself to fly' or 'What about a victim of assault?' or 'God can override your Will by kil
ling you.  But, we must understand what the Will is exactly.  beenblake said, 
Quote:
-------------------------A will is the core reason behind everything we say or do
-------------------------
.  To this I agree, notice the phrase, 'we say or do'.  Man's Will corresponds to what man does or does not do based on t
he desires and understanding a person has.  This is why I stated earlier that the police cannot force me to obey the spee
d limit against my Will.  Yes, they can tell me of punishment and punish me when I disobey, but they are not able to forc
e me to obey the law agaisnt my Will.  They can place me in prison so that I never have an opportunity to speed again, b
ut they have not affected my Will.  

I need to spend more time on this issue of 'An outside force can overrule my actions but cannot overrule my Will'.  I do n
ot have the time now.  But I will revisit this later.

Re: - posted by beenblake (), on: 2006/10/30 13:09

Quote:
-------------------------Who says so? This is my problem with theologies relating to the will. People of very different views seem to start off with definitions 
which have no biblical basis.
-------------------------

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

Blake

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/10/30 13:53
The Will of man is free in regards to external forces, including God.  I will limit my discussion to Salvation.  We all agree t
hat God does not force anyone to believe in him.  This is a choice that all Christians make.  It is absurd to think that som
eone would be forced to become a Christian against their Will.  I canÂ’t imagine someone coming down the aisle at a re
vival, meeting the preacher and saying, Â‘Pastor, I did not want to come but the Holy Spirit made me.  I do not desire sal
vation, but I am coming to receive it because I am being forced to do so.Â’  Have you ever seen that kind of testimony?  
Maybe someone who made a false profession, but never a true Christian.

Let me reiterate this truth: All who come to Christ in true faith, come because they desire to do so.  Why do they desire t
o do so?  Because God has drawn them to Christ.  How did God draw them to Christ?  My revealing himself to them so t
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hat they can spiritually see their present condition and their desperate need for Christ.  When God does this he changes 
their desires and understanding.  None of this is done against someoneÂ’s Will because the person never does anything
they do not desire.

This is why Ephesians 2 speaks of Â‘Being made aliveÂ’ and that it is grace that you have been saved through faith.

Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2006/10/30 14:01

Quote:
-------------------------Here is where Philologos disagrees with John MacArthur. John says that our will is free to pick its poison. Philologos disagrees and 
feels that man's will is neutral. It is not totally depraved but it does need God's work for it to choose Christ. (Philologos, please correct me if I am wrong
.)
-------------------------

Yes, you are wrong in your perception of my position. This is going to be a bit difficult to keep track of now that it has spli
t into two separate threads.  Please read my comments on 
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id13000&forum36&129) Open Questions for John M
acarthur where I have been trying to show that I do not work on the model of 'the will' at all.

I see that you agree with beenblake's 
Quote:
-------------------------A will is the core reason behind everything we say or do
-------------------------
 but this is a personal opinion and has no biblical backing.

Re:, on: 2006/10/30 14:31
Where there is a will... there are distant cousins you never heard of before showing up.

Krispy

Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2006/10/30 14:33
Krispy...
 :-P nice one!

Re: - posted by beenblake (), on: 2006/10/30 16:05

Quote:
------------------------- but this is a personal opinion and has no biblical backing.
-------------------------

I can assure you, the source of is from Christ Himself. Pray and ask Him, and you will see.

Blake

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/10/30 16:17

Quote:
-------------------------Where there is a will... there are distant cousins you never heard of before showing up.
-------------------------

I doubt I will ever have to worry about that problem!!!  :-? 
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Re: - posted by CJaKfOrEsT (), on: 2006/10/30 22:27

Quote:
-------------------------
beenblake wrote:

Quote:
------------------------- but this is a personal opinion and has no biblical backing.
-------------------------

I can assure you, the source of is from Christ Himself. Pray and ask Him, and you will see.

-------------------------

No offence beenblake, but is this a new age website or a Christian one? "Pray and ask Him, and you will see" is not a bi
blical answer, because to be biblical means that it is contained in the Bible. That statement reminds me more of Darth V
ader's, "Search your feelings and know that it is true", when Luke didn't believe that Vader was his father. If it is containe
d in the Bible, then where is it (note, that the books of the Bible has been broken up into chapters and verses for ease of
sharing its contents with others)? 

Of course I'm being a little silly here, exagerating Ron's objection somewhat, and perhaps even crossing some social tab
oos with my sarcasm, but I'm sure if someone were to present a biblical reference in its context, that Ron would be ope
n to change his view, considering he is someone who actually reads his Bible more than men's opinions of it. For far in t
his thread, the only verses that I have seen quoted, refer to God's will and not ours (and yes that includes Phil 2:13). 

Ron is not saying that we cannot choose, but simply saying that, in his observation, the Bible never refers to the will as 
a human faculty. So here's your chance guys, give him something else to observe, if its there or else respect the fact t
hat someone is coming to you who is a seasoned man of God and is quoting something, other than from the book of Joh
n.....MacArthur (no I'm not "anti-MacArthur" and have been blessed by much of his sermons), and be open to consider th
at your theological stance may be merely superstition based on the teachings of some dead theologian (nothing wrong 
with dead theologians mind you, we'll all be one some day;-)) and not contained in the Word of God.

I have to admit, when I first heard Ron state that there is no will, in his Having Begun in the Spirit series (I think it was eit
her the sermon on  (https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/singlefile.php?lid2164) Justification or on 
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/singlefile.php?lid2165) Regeneration), I was thrown into a tail spin
. However, since then, I have been looking hard for a reference to "the will" as a human faculty, but I haven't found one. 
Anyway, the issue at hand is a matter of pedantry, and the decline of the English language, where the dendancy is to us
e the wrong word to express ideas (take repentance and condemnation for example). 

As with anything, give the world an inch, and it will take a mile. And if you allow that inch into the church, aches of tares 
are sown as a result. Consider this, if the will is not a human faculty but a Devine, then taking the will as a human faculty
could be construed as ascending to the throne of God. Isn't that what Lucifer attempted to do? Going a bit far, am I? Wel
l then ask yourself this, what is so bad about defining repentance as merely "feeling sorry, out of regret, of one's actions"
? Is this what is worked by godly sorrow? And is it an adequate prerequisite to faith in Christ for salvation? Don't forget t
hat it is the "little foxes that spoileth the vine".

Re: - posted by beenblake (), on: 2006/11/7 11:38

Quote:
-------------------------No offence beenblake, but is this a new age website or a Christian one? "Pray and ask Him, and you will see" is not a biblical answ
er, because to be biblical means that it is contained in the Bible.
-------------------------

See, this is where I differ. I believe Jesus Christ is the Word of God and to know God's Will means being united as one 
with Christ. So many people in the Church believe the bible is the Word of God, and they say "If you want to know God's
Will read the bible." This doctrine is not only false, it has lead the Church far away from her husband. She relies heavily 
on the bible as her source of authority, rather than her husband who is Christ. 
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When a person makes the bible the ultimate authority of their life, authority becomes objective. It becomes something ex
ternal that they in turn they can use to control other people. "You must obey, it says so in the bible." This is the work of t
he Pharisees. When Jesus sits on the throne, and is the authority, then authority becomes subjective. We surrender to C
hrist. He is our PERSONAL Lord and Savior. Not merely an outward law controlling us. He lives inside of us. 

The bible is not the Word of God and is not the authority on all things. Christ is the authority of all things, and He delegat
es authority through the vessels He has chosen to lead. 

Quote:
-------------------------but I'm sure if someone were to present a biblical reference in its context, that Ron would be open to change his view
-------------------------

I would hope not! I would hope Christ would change His view. If indeed what I said has come from Christ, and Ron is ind
eed surrendered unto Him, then I need not quote the bible. Christ will speak to Him. 

However, Ron has clearly stated that He needs a biblical basis. This shows that he does not intend to seek an answer fr
om the Spirit Himself, but instead, from the work of the Spirit through men who wrote scripture. 

I disagree with this way of study. Such relies heavily on an objective interpretation of the bible. A person searches for tru
th objectively by trying to understand and observe the text in context of his or her own mental understanding.

Truth, itself, is objective (in relation to human beings). This means that no matter what you think or I think, truth will be th
e same. However, the search for truth is subjective. This means that in order to know truth, we must subject ourselves u
nto Christ. Many people want to find truth objectively. They do not want to submit unto Christ, rather they want to know tr
uth by words and reason, so that they can use the truth for their own advantage. Such is the way of the world. A scientist
seeks after truth in the universe, so that they can manipulate that truth to make an invention of their own creation.

The difference is between seeking after Christ and seeking after His rewards. If a person is seeking after Christ, they will
first pray, then read the bible. However, too many people read the bible first, seeking truth objectively. Such is not the w
ay of God. 

The Lord wants us first to submit unto Jesus, to take up our cross and sacrifice everything including our own reasoning. 
And then, once we have done this, the Spirit of truth enters into us. We then know truth because it lives in us, not becau
se we discoverd it by an objective view of the bible. We know it, not by words or mental understanding, but intimately by 
spirit.

Why do you think Christ said, "You search the scriptures because you think in them you will find eternal life, but it is thes
e that testify of me."

We submit unto Christ, not the scriptures. We obey Christ, not the scriptures. The Pharisees thought they only obeyed th
e scripture, and as such, they made many accusations against Christ, such as working on the Sabbath. Christ, however,
made it clear that He was greater than the scripture by saying, "I am master of the Sabbath."

In addition to this, people want to make the bible into an objective authority so that they can rely on it as their source of a
uthority. In other words, they have authority because they have a bible. Such is destructive for the Church. Christ said th
at if we have even a small faith we could move mountains. He did not say if we have a bible we could move mountains. 
This means that Christ lives in us. The authority and Word of God lives in us. It does not exist externally in a bible. And s
o, by giving the bible all the authority that Christ is supposed to have, we have missed the purpose of our own calling. W
e have replaced Christ with the bible. We are not doing God's will. We are not following Christ. We are obeying a book. 
We are living in sin.

Quote:
-------------------------However, since then, I have been looking hard for a reference to "the will" as a human faculty, but I haven't found one.
-------------------------
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This is a perfect example. Did not Christ pray, "Not my will but yours?" This would mean that Christ has a will. Was not C
hrist a human? If Jesus, who was completely and entirely a man had a will, then we do as well. 

Quote:
-------------------------As with anything, give the world an inch, and it will take a mile. And if you allow that inch into the church, aches of tares are sown as
a result.
-------------------------

It is not our job to maintain control and authority over the Church. We submit unto Christ who is our Head and authority. 
We follow Him. We surrender to Him. We take up our cross and give all to Him. He is the King. He is the Leader. He is t
he authority. When we surrender unto Christ, he rules over us, protecting us, feeding us, caring for us, loving us. Howev
er, the minute we take control into our own hands, that is when Satan has victory. God wants complete and total dominio
n over His people. He wants to rule in every area. 

The world enters the Church when we do not submit. When we try to obey God objectively, by following laws and reason
ing, then we have allowed Satan a stronghold over us.

We must give all to Christ. 

Quote:
-------------------------Consider this, if the will is not a human faculty but a Devine, then taking the will as a human faculty could be construed as ascendin
g to the throne of God.
-------------------------

When we submit our will unto God, and we become one with Him, then our will becomes God's Will. This means all our 
works and actions will be done in God's Will. We will naturally do God's Will without even knowing it. 

However, the problem from the beginning is that we sought our own will. We sought after our flesh, after our self, after o
ur own. We did not submit our will unto God, we sought to have our own way.  

From the beginning, God's ultimate goal was that we would be united as one with Him. By being united as one with God,
we will share in all that He is. We will be glorified, and all our works will be glorious. However, the minute we disconnect 
or break that unity, we have not only fallen from God, we have become His enemy. 

Unity with God comes by complete submission. 

Pray and ask Christ. Any person who has submitted unto Jesus and asks, they will recieve. However, Christ cannot lead
a person unless they submit unto Him directly. Obeying the commands of an external bible and law is not submitting unt
o Christ. Praying and seeking the Lord is the first step in submission. 

In Christ,
Blake
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