Devotional Thoughts :: The Key to Holiness

The Key to Holiness - posted by SteveNoel (), on: 2006/11/1 19:26
THE KEY TO HOLINESS
Steve Noel
Holiness is a subject of great importance to the Christian. No higher authority than God himself has said, Â“Be holy, bec
ause I am holyÂ” (1 Peter 1:16). Yet the key to holiness is often lost amidst legalism or is languishing under license. Con
fusion about holiness abounds and distortions dominate the minds of many believers. Those who are laboring under the
load of legalism need to hear that HOLINESS IS NOT A BURDEN. While those lounging in the lawn chair of license mus
t realize that HOLINESS IS NOT AN OPTION. Scripture emphatically states that, Â“without holiness no one will see the
LordÂ” (Hebrews 12:14b).
Yet herein lies the key to holiness: WITHOUT THE LORD NO ONE WILL SEE HOLINESS. This is the secret of holiness
. This is the foundation of holiness. Holiness is the fruit of a living vibrant relationship with Christ. Holiness is not the prod
uct of human effort or determination. It is the outgrowth of intimacy with the Lord. This was the message of Jesus himsel
f. He said, Â“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothingÂ” (John 15:5).
That being the case our focus should be on Jesus and not on producing holiness. Jesus is the source of holiness. Jesus
is the root of holiness. Jesus is the foundation of holiness. If we neglect intimacy with Jesus, then holiness is impossible.
How often I have tried to maintain holiness apart from a living vibrant walk with Christ. How often I have neglected qualit
y time in prayer and in the Word and have seen it show up in my attitudes and actions. My Pastor once summarized this
aptly when he preached a message called, Â“You Can Trace Your Mistake to Neglect of the Secret PlaceÂ”.
If we want our lives to be characterized by holiness, then we must make intimacy with Jesus our ultimate priority. Reme
mber, without the Lord no one will see holiness. If youÂ’re lacking in holiness youÂ’re probably lacking in intimacy with t
he Lord. You can trace your mistake to neglect of the secret place. If you correct the root, then youÂ’ll see the fruit produ
ced in your life. Commit yourself again to seek the Lord in the Word and in prayer. DonÂ’t forget that Jesus is your focus
and without Him you can do nothing.

Re: The Key to Holiness - posted by kdbutton, on: 2006/11/1 21:53
Quote:
-------------------------If we want our lives to be characterized by holiness, then we must make intimacy with Jesus our ultimate priority.
-------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------If youÂ’re lacking in holiness youÂ’re probably lacking in intimacy with the Lord. You can trace your mistake to neglect of the secret
place.
-------------------------

We neglect the prayer closet to our own peril! But no one can tell you that until you have tried the prayer closet out consi
stently for a time and you are able to look back
at the way you were. (I think that is a song)
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Re: The Key to Holiness - posted by enid, on: 2006/11/2 5:33
Lack of prayer, lack of holiness.
There are no short cuts to what God wants. We either do it His way or forget it.
If God says be holy for I am holy, then, that is what He wants. He wants to see His holiness in us, His people.
When Moses stood before the burning bush, God told him to remove his shoes for the place where he stood was holy gr
ound.
The ground was only holy, because God was present.
If God is not present in our lives, then holiness isn't either.
We need holiness, God says so.
God bless.
Re: - posted by kdbutton, on: 2006/11/2 6:29
Quote:
-------------------------The ground was only holy, because God was present.
-------------------------

Love that insight! I think I'll tuck that in my heart for some seeking God more about this issue of prayer and Presence an
d Holiness.
When Thou wentest out before Thy people, when Thou didst march through the wilderness, Selah! The earth shook, the
heavens also dropped at the Presence of God, the God of Israel!!! (Ps.68)
OH GOD! Shake the earth, pour out the rain, we want Your Presence!!!!!!
Holy Holy Holy
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