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The Justice Of God
by Jonathan Edwards

In the improvement of this doctrine, I would chiefly direct myself to sinners who are afraid of damnation, in a use of convi
ction. This may be matter of conviction to you, that it would be just and righteous with God eternally to reject and destroy
you. This is what you are in danger of. You who are a Christless sinner are a poor condemned creature: God's wrath still
abides upon you; and the sentence of condemnation lies upon you. You are in God's hands, and it is uncertain what he 
will do with you
. You are afraid what will become of you. You are afraid that it will be your portion to suffer eternal burnings; and your fe
ars are not without grounds; you have reason to tremble every moment. But be you never so much afraid of it, let eternal
damnation be never so dreadful, yet it is just. God may nevertheless do it, and be righteous, and holy, and glorious. Tho
ugh eternal damnation be what you cannot bear, and how much soever your heart shrinks at the thought of it, yet God's j
ustice may be glorious in it. The dreadfulness of the thing on your part, and the greatness of your dread of it, do not rend
er it the less righteous on God's part. If you think otherwise, it is a sign that you do not see yourself, that you are not sen
sible what sin is, nor how much of it you have been guilty of. Therefore for your conviction, be directed,

How much of a spirit of pride has appeared in you, which is in a peculiar manner the spirit and condemnation of the devil
! How have some of you vaunted yourselves in your apparel! others in their riches! others in their knowledge and abilitie
s! How has it galled you to see others above you! How much has it gone against the grain for you to give others their du
e honour! And how have you shown your pride by setting up your wills and in opposing others, and stirring up and prom
oting division, and a party spirit in public affairs. 

How sensual have you been! Are there not some here that have debased themselves below the dignity of human nature
, by wallowing in sensual filthiness, as swine in the mire, or as filthy vermin feeding with delight on rotten carrion? What i
ntemperance have some of you been guilty of! How much of your precious time have you spent at the tavern, and in drin
king companies, when you ought to have been at home seeking God and your salvation in your families and closets!

What stupidity and sottishness has attended your course of wickedness: which has appeared in your obstinacy under a
wakening dispensations of God's word and providence. And how have some of you backslidden after you have set out in
religion, and quenched God's Spirit after he had been striving with you! And what unsteadiness, and slothfulness, and lo
ng misimprovement of God's strivings with you, have you been chargeable with!��
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