Articles and Sermons :: Ten Shekels and a Shirt

Ten Shekels and a Shirt - posted by elderjeff (), on: 2004/3/7 8:12
This sermon is the most incredible sermon that I have ever heard. Today in this day of lovey dovey
preaching, God loves everything and everybody, this sermon has revolutionized my thinking in terms of why I am a Chris
tian. Is it because I want to go heaven or because God is the creator of all things and Lord of all and I am to be bowed d
own to Him in humble submission. God is to be worshipped and feared, then obeyed. As Paris said, even if at the end
of the road hell is the reward, God is to worshipped, feared and obeyed.
Jeff :-) :-)
Re: Ten Shekels and a Shirt - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/3/7 12:33
Quote:
-------------------------This sermon is the most incredible sermon that I have ever heard. Today in this day of lovey dovey preaching, God loves everything
and everybody, this sermon has revolutionized my thinking in terms of why I am a Christian.
-------------------------

Hi Jeff, I am so glad you shared how this sermon by Paris Reidhead affected you. 'Revolutionized my thinking in terms o
f why I am a Christian,' YES! me too and many others, this is a restoration message that is vitaly needed in the Church o
f Jesus Christ today. This sermon is the highest downloaded sermon on SermonIndex and for good reason. " And this is
the only reason for being, That the Lamb that was slain may receive the reward of His suffering!" That was the call of the
moravian missions and may it be the call of our life!
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/visit.php?lid282) Ten Shekels and a Shirt by Paris Reidhead - In
Judges 17, the prophet, Micah hires a Levite as his personal priest. The price for the Levite's services was ten shekels (
of silver) and a shirt. The real point of this sermon is an indictment of individuals and organizations practising humanism
behind a mask of Christianity! "This sermon should be preached on a regular basis in every church in America!" This me
ssage has been download off this site over 9000 times and is by far the top sermon! Listen to this life-changing message
TODAY!
Re: Ten Shekels and a Shirt - posted by RebeccaRuth (), on: 2004/3/25 21:51
I first heard this message when I was nine years old on a reel-to-reel tape my cousin brought from MN. It made an etern
al impact on my life then and has affected me greatly even 24 years later. I am convicted evey time I listen to it, and desi
re a closer walk with the Lord!
I pray the Lord raises up more preachers of righteousness - men whose hearts burn with a passion for holiness and an u
nswerving love of the Truth!
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/3/29 11:01
Quote:
-------------------------I first heard this message when I was nine years old on a reel-to-reel tape my cousin brought from MN. It made an eternal impact o
n my life then and has affected me greatly even 24 years later. I am convicted evey time I listen to it, and desire a closer walk with the Lord!
-------------------------

WOW thats amazing! hmm I am wondering if it was preached a few times or if the recording I have on the site is the origi
nal? I recall it being said that he only preached that message once? Am I mistaken..
On another note "Ten Shekels and a Shirt" has been downloaded over 10,000 times just off this site alone! what an eter
nal impact this recording is having on this world. Keep praying that people are affecting by these sermons and are trans
formed into the image of Christ from glory to glory.
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Re: Interesting explanation of the background of the message - posted by Gideons (), on: 2004/3/29 13:14
In over fifty years of Bible teaching and preaching Â“Ten Shekels and a ShirtÂ” is the only message that I feel constraine
d to explain how it came to be preached.
During a Bethany Fellowship Summer Conference in the mid sixties I was preparing to speak at the Tuesday morning Bi
ble hour. Upon returning to my room after breakfast to meditate and pray about the message for that morning hour, I felt
strangely impressed that I could not deliver the message that had been prepared for the session. Instead, I felt that there
was some other message that was needed which I was to bring.
After prayer, the message that came to mind was one on which I had begun preparation for the ministry at the church in
New York City of which I was pastor at that time. My notes were not with me, but were in a file folder in my study. An em
pty envelope was on the desk in my room, on the back of which I wrote the scripture texts to be used and one or two ide
as that came to mind. With the envelope in my Bible marking Judges, Chapter 17, and my self utterly cast upon the Lord
, I went to the auditorium where between four and five hundred people waited to hear from the Lord through me.
I remember praying, Â“This morning I am utterly cast upon You because I am not really prepared.Â” In my heart I seeme
d to hear His response, Â“Well is that so bad, alreadyÂ” (being from New York City it was given in an idiom I would unde
rstand.)
I delivered the message and gave an invitation. Shortly the altar across the front of the auditorium was filled with broken
people seeking God.
The summer conference was soon over and I returned to New York City and the ministry there.
About ten years later, one of the Bethany Fellowship staff was in Washington, D.C., where we had moved and from whe
re we still minister. His word was, Â“Paris, I want to tell you that God has repeatedly used your message Â“Ten Shekels
and a ShirtÂ” in my lifeÂ”.
I didnÂ’t really know to what he referred, for I had never preached that message again. The substance of it occurs in oth
er messages, but the exact message itself was preached only that once.
A week or two later Harry Conn from Rockford, Illinois was in Washington. He invited me to have dinner with him. In the
course of the meal he said, Â“I buy that message of yours Â‘Ten Shekels and a ShirtÂ’ by the dozen to give to people. G
od is really using it in livesÂ”. My response was that if you have a copy, I would like to have it sent to me so that I can fin
d out what it is I have said. In a few days the cassette arrived.
Since I donÂ’t have a tape player in my office, I put the tape into the Sony dictating machine on my desk and listened thr
ough the little playback on the hand-held microphone. The element of distance in terms of time, and the distorted sound
through the miniature speaker, let me listen to the message with no real awareness of who was speaking. From time to t
ime I felt like exclaiming, Â“ThatÂ’s right! I wish I had said that!Â” Then it dawned on me that it was I.... no, not really. I r
ealized that on a Tuesday morning during a summer conference, God had been able to get His message across becaus
e of my utter and complete helplessness.
Be sure of this, I take no credit for anything and everything that is good and a blessing from the message. In the past six
teen years several thousands of taped copies of this message have been sold and many more thousands of copies hav
e been made from the ones purchased.
I have never preached this message again, nor will I. This message has not been transcribed and printed, nor will it ever
be. Here is the message just as the Lord, Who chose to use BalaamÂ’s donkey, was also able to use another who was
utterly dependent upon Him.
Paris Reidhead

Page 2/2

