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Porn Addiction Disqualifies Missionaries

Half of males who apply to serve as a missionary for the Southern Baptist Convention's international mission agency are
turned down, according to a Baptist pastor. The primary reason is the use of internet porn.

Wade Burleson, pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Enid, Okla., received an e-mail from a pastor who recently attend
ed a regional summit of the International Mission Board. The pastor, who preferred to remain unidentified, drew highlight
s from the summit, including the current statistic of female missionaries outnumbering male ones two to one, according t
o Burleson's blogpost on Monday.

The summit drew attention to the pervasive problem of internet porn among men. As much as 50 percent of lay men and
clergy said they viewed porn within the past year, as of May 2006, according to the International Bible Society. ...

read more: http://www.christianpost.com

Re: Porn Addiction Disqualifies Missionaries - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2007/4/4 19:46

Quote:
-------------------------The summit drew attention to the pervasive problem of internet porn among men. As much as 50 percent of lay men and clergy said
they viewed porn within the past year, as of May 2006, according to the International Bible Society.
-------------------------

Let no man tell you this is not a time to "weep and mourn"

"Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O L
ord, and give not theine heritage to reproach..." -Joel 2:17

These are dark days in the church and in christianity. We need a cleansing, we need a baptism of holiness, but it will cos
t us. The question is are we willing to pay the cost.

Re:, on: 2007/4/4 21:17

Quote:
-------------------------The question is are we willing to pay the cost.
-------------------------
Yes I believe that we are Brother. The thing which holds people back is a lack of vision. When the vision is released to th
e people of God, they will fall into their ranks as the Spirit of the LORD leads them into all truth.

The Church is longing for a move of God, and all they see is garbage, and they have been damaged by false preachers 
and teachers. They've been knocked down, put down, told them that they are unworthy in a condemning way. We do ne
ed a healing wave of God Spirit to move over the body of Christ, people will respond, we will come alive to show forth C
hrists righteousness in the Earth.

Even though Elijah felt like he was the only one paying the price, God had 7,000 souls tucked away in reserves that hav
e not bowed their knee to this world.
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Re: Porn Addiction Disqualifies Missionaries, on: 2007/4/4 21:24
If anyone has a problem with Porn, I have  (www.safeeyes.com) SAFE EYES on my comp. It's worth it! 

The internet can be a good tool, but like all good in this world, evil is present.

If you can trust yourself to stay in control, take heed, your going to fall. 

Re: Porn Addiction Disqualifies Missionaries - posted by enid, on: 2007/4/5 3:12
Quote: Half the males who apply to serve as a missionary...

Wait a minute, they apply for missionary work whilst knowingly viewing pornography?

Are they applying not because they have a real concern for the lost, but to get away from the addiction that is gripping th
em?

Which ever it is, there seems to be a heavy oppression on the Church right now, in Western nations that is.

We can all sense it, those that are not caught up in it.  Seems like deception is working its way through the hearts of Go
d's people.

The apostle Paul says in Romans 8v38, 'For I am persuaded...then he list the things that will not separate him from the l
ove of God.

In other words, he was unmoveable.

Where has that gone to?

God help us if this is Church in the 21st century.

The need for revival is greater than ever, God will send it as we seek Him.

God bless.

Re: - posted by SeanHobson (), on: 2007/4/5 5:48
We ought to support the native missionaries with www.heartcrymissionary.com and gfa.com

Its a sure thing they've never viewed pornography because they can't afford a computer. Not that only, but why spend 8
0,000 a year to support a western missionary when 20-30,000 will support one (maybe two) native missionaries?

Let us support the native missionary movement with our prayers and financial support.

Re: Porn Addiction Disqualifies Missionaries, on: 2007/4/5 10:07

Quote:
-------------------------We ought to support the native missionaries ... Its a sure thing they've never viewed pornography because they can't afford a comp
uter.
-------------------------

You don't need a computer to be addicted to lust!!!  LOL  (I'm sorry, I couldn't resist).

I know I'm a female addressing this issue but porn addiction is becoming prevalent among women as well.  All you have 
to do is stop by the paperback section in a Wal-Mart (any kind of Mart store) and read what women are reading today (in
the area of mysteries, histories, romance novels).  I'm here to tell you, that it is as much pornography as Playboy, only m
inus the pictures.  How do I know?  I used to read them but thank the Lord Jesus, He showed me a better way.

And the way the Lord showed me is found in Job 31.1, "I have made a covenant with my eyes; Why then should I look u
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pon a young woman?"  

I have always found it interesting that he didn't make a covenant with God but with his eyes.  When the Lord showed it to
me, I read it as, "I have made a covenant with my eyes that I won't look at the things I used to look at."  More and more 
men AND women need to make a covenant with their eyes.

Re: - posted by iansmith (), on: 2007/4/5 10:15
Sean, there's a need for both native missionaries and western missionaries. I love KP Yohannan, but the man that first 
made an impression on him for missions was George Verwer... what was George doing in India you might ask?!

Heartcry Missions is another missionary organization I respect greatly... but how long was Paul Washer on the mission fi
eld? He's a westerner.

There is a place for Westerners in the mission field.

Re: - posted by iansmith (), on: 2007/4/5 10:20
I'm a Southern Baptist, and I know that odds are if I'm going to go to the mission field it won't be as a Southern Baptist. 

Yes I've struggled with pornography over the years, but that isn't the reason why. Southern Baptists require that all missi
onaries be at the Body Mass Index (BMI). The Southern Baptist Mission Board doesn't send anyone overseas whose ov
erweight or obese. I'm husky, I'm stuck.

As for me, my PC is in the apartment living room visable to everyone, my laptop has been at my parent's house since no
vember. I run X3watch, my leaders know about my problem, and God knows i anguish over it.

I'm also taking a missionary training class right now... am I disqaulified?

Re:, on: 2007/4/5 12:39

Quote:
-------------------------Are they applying not because they have a real concern for the lost, but to get away from the addiction that is gripping them?
-------------------------
Could be both. Some men know their calling, yet are bound in this type of sin. They shouldn't be disqualified to fulfill their
ministry, however, they do need to allow the holy Spirit to free them from this oppression, before they can tend to the ne
eds of others.

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2007/4/5 12:44

Quote:
-------------------------As for me, my PC is in the apartment living room visable to everyone, my laptop has been at my parent's house since november. I r
un X3watch, my leaders know about my problem, and God knows i anguish over it.

I'm also taking a missionary training class right now... am I disqaulified?
-------------------------

De-install X3watch and buy and download http://www.safeeyes.com/  it will actually block content I believe not just log y
our defeats. You can have victory over this brother. God can do a work in you so that you are being filled with the Spirit 
and that Spirit can keep you. Only God can tell you if you are "disqualified" and if He is truly calling you to the mission fie
ld.
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Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2007/4/5 12:47

Quote:
-------------------------We ought to support the native missionaries with www.heartcrymissionary.com and gfa.com
-------------------------

Amen. SermonIndex is fully behind  these 2 missionary organisations and I do pray that saints from sermonindex will su
pport these organisations that are comprimised of mostly native missionaries.

MISSIONS: Support a Native missionary, Invest in Eternity Today!
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=16047&forum=35

Re:, on: 2007/4/5 12:49

Quote:
-------------------------I'm also taking a missionary training class right now... am I disqualified?
-------------------------
A resounding NO!!

However, you may have to end up dropping this whole ministry in Gods lap and for Him to open the doors instead of goi
ng thru your organization, which will require dedicated times of prayer and supplication before the LORD. 

God Bless you.

Re:, on: 2007/4/5 13:02
If anyone is struggling with this PM me.  I say this not to condemn anyone, but not only should those caught up in this
sin not be missionaries, the scriptures warn they will not inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinithians 6:9-10
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral
nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

It is by the fear of the Lord that men depart from their iniquity (Proverbs 16:6).... 
Flee from your sin, cry out until you have victory, that is if you truly want it.  When I was in bondage to sin I used to
"repent" all of the time only to committ the same sins over and over... I was playing games.  I was half hearted and
double minded.  There is absolute victory over this avaialable in the blood of Christ.

I am glad the southern baptists are keeping those who are still bound in sin from being missionaries.  Again, I dont say
this to condemn anyone but that the fear of God may lead you out of this sin and to testify that God delivered me from it
100%.

Deepest love in Christ to all - Jim

PS - Incredible word by David Wilkerson on the subject of lust, sexual sin and believers going to hell for it.  One of his
best sermons ever.

 (https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/visit.php?lid12) Wild Donkeys
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Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2007/4/5 14:21
This topic concerns, what I believe to be one the strongest - if not the strongest - battle a Christian man will ever face. T
he sense of guilt from giving in can be absolutely devastating on the moral conscience...even long after God has forgive
n the sin and washed it once again in the Blood. 

As far as it being a disqualification for ministry, one brother here has wisely said that only God can disqualify a man on t
hese grounds. Men can and will dismiss your credentials for this type of moral failure, but this doesn't mean God dismiss
es you. God chastens you, but there is always blessed restoration and healing in His wings for the genuinely repentant, 
sin-sick heart. We should never tread lightly on this terribly destructive sin, but we should also not go off the deep end a
nd conclude a person's ministry is irrevocably terminated as a result of giving in. Lust wars in our members, and if we ar
e not vigilant, it can gain the upper hand and easily break forth into open flame. Many who have not openly manifested t
his sin on a computer screen, have it hiddenly manifested on their "heart screen" with daily, unmitigated indulgence. Eith
er way, such factors cause the heart to condemn the believer, which, in turn, makes prayer and Bible meditation impossi
ble.   

Brethren, we must always remember that God is not a man, and He knows of man's desperate plight against this insidio
us temptation that endeavors to master us daily. Where much grace is needed, much is given.  

Brother Paul           

Re:, on: 2007/4/5 14:30

Quote:
-------------------------As far as it being a disqualification for ministry, one brother here has wisely said that only God can disqualify a man on these groun
ds
-------------------------

Please read first Corinthians 5 & 6... God has spoken and he has not bowed to our lukewarm and compromised america
n "christianity".

In Christ - Jim

Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2007/4/5 14:38

Quote:
-------------------------Please read first Corinthians 5 & 6... God has spoken and he has not bowed to our lukewarm and compromised american "christiani
ty".
-------------------------

Amen! Believe me, I loathe this sin and readily identify it for what it is - an incalcuable detriment to the body of Christ, an
d one that has incapacitated multitudes of otherwise strong men and potential missionaries and pastors and evengalists 
and prayer-warriors.

However, if a righteous man falls and then repents, you automatically sweep him under your abovementioned category?
Again, I'm not condoning this sin, and I never said that God "bows" to it. I am certainly not talking about those "addicted" 
to it, either. I totally agree that men should be reprimanded who fall into this sin, but the reprimand should aim toward re
storation and not, "That's it. You failed. You sinned. It's all over. Go home." 

I will say that only God determines when a man's ministry is truly "shelved". Men look upon the outer, but God sees the i
nner. Though you may not have indulged in this sin on a computer screen, have you indulged on your "heart screen" at 
anytime within in the past year? Would you feel comfortable were the Lord to display it all here on SI, in full color and gra
phic detail? You would be mortified, brother.

More grace is in order, and we should truly hate and kill this sin by the Spirit, but let's have the mind of Christ, knowing t
hat "he shall have judgment without mercy that hath shewed no mercy." Greg is right: there is victory over this sin, and w
e should encourage and strengthen our suffering, weaker brothers and sisters and not only spank them for "giving in"; th
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eir own hearts and consciences take care of the spanking just fine (even long after God has put His arms around them a
nd welcomed them back into right standing through the blood). I propose that victory was never wrought through this min
dset. But unless you've ever suffered a defeat in this battle and been graciously restored (as I have), you won't know the
grace needed to restore a hurting believer and to get them back on the old paths of holiness and purity that God so delig
hts in offering the wayward.  

Brother Paul   

Re:, on: 2007/4/5 15:43

Quote:
-------------------------However, if a righteous man falls and then repents, you automatically sweep him under your abovementioned category?
-------------------------

As long as by repent you mean confesses and forsakes, not just confesses it, I do not mean that.

Quote:
------------------------- I am certainly not talking about those "addicted" to it, either.
-------------------------

I was reading the thread along those lines, that these were addicted people.  Not people that have slipped and then bee
n heart broken and repented and gained victory over it.

Quote:
------------------------- I totally agree that men should be reprimanded who fall into this sin, but the reprimand should aim toward restoration 
-------------------------

Again, i was speaking of those who continue in the sin, knowing that it is wrong and only half heartedly repenting.

Quote:
-------------------------Have you indulged on your "heart screen" at anytime within in the past year?
-------------------------

Brother I have been tempted, I am a man.  The Lord has given me victory over this thing that used to keep me in bondag
e.  If I am tempted with an impure thought I rebuke it and spend extra time in prayer crying out to God for strength and p
urity.

Quote:
-------------------------but let's have the mind of Christ, knowing that "he shall have judgment without mercy that hath shewed no mercy." 
-------------------------

Brother you have greatly miscalculated my motives, please read back over my posts.

Quote:
-------------------------I propose that victory was never wrought through this mindset.
-------------------------

I must say that you are wrong.  I stand with David Wilkerson in the message I posted earlier in this thread "Wild Donkeys
".   I will pray with them, hope for them, encourage them, but I will most certainly tell them the whole truth, that they must
truly repent and that they should not be deceived...
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In Christ - Jim

Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2007/4/5 16:02

Quote:
-------------------------The Lord has given me victory over this thing that used to keep me in bondage.
-------------------------

This very well may be, and, like you said, this freedom from the bondage of lust was not your doing; it was by the grace 
of God and I don't think anyone here is contesting to what is being asserted (that this addiction is sinful). I am only sayin
g that the approach to blanket someone who has fallen unto a besetting sin as having their ministry automatically termin
ated may not be altogether wise. Undoubtedly, there is never, ever any reasonable excuse for yielding to temptation, an
d were a Christian worker confess to me that they have been succumbing to this sin, I would counsel them to step back f
rom the ministry (if they did not already volunteer to step back themselves!) I am quick to understand that God graciousl
y restores the repentant sinner, even if men will not. I can tell you that personally, if I fell to this sin, I would be the first to
disclude myself from any ministerial opportunites, until (and if) God opened the door to ministry once again. Though the 
Lord restores repentant sinners, ministerial restortation isn't always assured.   

Nonetheless, I would warn certain stonefaced sin-crusading pontificators on SI most solemnly: Do take heed, brethren. 
Men who assume graceless, ruthless stances against certain besetting sins and continue to heap fiery condemnation up
on the heads of fallen believers and thus discourage them from seeking out God's continued holiness...have a mysteriou
s tendency to fall themselves. And how great is the crash when they do! They are painfully humbled, and this too is by th
e grace of God lest they continue to puff themselves up and harden their hearts to the plight of broken and besieged beli
evers who have temporarily fallen. Ah, we get our greatest example from Jesus Christ Himself in his dealing with us whe
n we "miss the mark". I shouldn't have to expound on the awesome mercy and grace and patience of God bestowed upo
n such hurting believers. Many of us here can attest to the unspeakable mercy God has shown us when we should have
been deservedly cut off for transgressing against Light even after coming to the knowledge of the truth.    

Brother, I can take the same cut-and-dry warrior stance you are taking now, and use scriptures to show how God hates 
sin. Everyone here knows this, but there is a better way. I've heard "Wild Donkeys" and "Iron Chariots", but from reading
your post I wonder if you subscribe to Dave Wilkerson's newsletter as well? It is full of grace, as much as he preaches a
gainst sin he encourages to get up and continue walking with God. He doesn't merely say, "You've failed. You can't be tr
usted." 

I had to learn grace the hard way, brother. I fell miserably after having continuous victory for years and years, and sudde
nly thought there was no hope. After all, I had preached so ardently against sin, so strongly, so passionately, so conclusi
vely - as though I could never fall or yield to temptation again. I thought all my strongholds were vanguished as long as I 
continued to _________ (fill in the blank). But whose to say I could continue to ______ as long as my confidence was mi
splaced? I was a boaster! So, when I did fall, it was wholly my fault, the giving in to flesh, the weakness, the disobedienc
e, the horrible shame. No one needed to tell me "Read 5 & 6 Corinthians!" Most men of God who fall into sin know 1 Cor
. 6:9 by heart, and if they don't, the Holy Spirit quickly and lovingly brings it to their recollections. Before I fell, I knew ther
e was victory, because I was living in it with unbroken success! This only compounded the guilt. I discovered that mere 
willpower is often enough to keep your flesh in check for a length of time. The greatest hope, however, after I fell, was n
ot wrought through people telling me "God hates sin! You can no longer be trusted!" but, rather, "Brother, there is forgive
ness, restoration. Gird up thy loins and get back up upon the paths of holiness, and take heed and look only to Jesus, le
st ye fall again." 

Brother Paul
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Re:, on: 2007/4/5 16:06
These are just my opinions, so don't anyone get mad.

What teenage boy or young man, Christian or not, that has access to an unsupervised computer (with internet) hasn't vi
ewed pornography?

Men crave power and the internet virtually obliges those cravings. "Power corrupts. And absolute power corrupts absolut
ely."

But, "Where sin abounds, grace abounds."

I struggled with pornography, women, and booze for years as a bartender and the only way I escaped them all, virtually 
overnight, was the omnipresence of the Holy Ghost in my life.

Try typing www.xxx-^&*%^$^%.com in your address bar when you know He, and tens of thousands of angels are watchi
ng... It's terrifying. If you're not terrified to view porn, you may need to go back to Proverbs and read about "The Fear of t
he LORD".

It's prudent, and Biblical, of Southern Baptists to not promote people who view porn to ministry of any sort... even if they 
only "slip up" once a month. Lust is lust. And one day they might "slip up" with your daughter... Or "slip up" with a teenag
er  (or younger) at a mission... Way, way too risky.

Now someone who used to commit wilful sins of lust, but doesn't any longer because of the workings of the Holy Ghost..
. is made new... and doesn't "willfuly" sin any more and everyone, especially intimates, knows it... is probably ready for p
romotion into spiritual ministry.

Re: - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2007/4/5 16:17
     Amen to these encouraging words (by Paul).  This porn plague has caught and snared many precious brethren, and t
he Lord's heart is broken and pained for them over it all.  Anticipate great and severe judgments for all this!
     Meanwhile we must rise up and fight!  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood striving against sin.
     There are two aspects of Truth we need to war a good warfare and come out victorious in this battle.
     We see these two in Acts 9.31... where we are told the churches were edified "walking in the fear of the Lord, and in t
he comfort of the Holy Spirit."
     First the fear of the Lord:  we must know what is at stake if we treat this sin lightly or half heartedly.  We are admonis
hed to look diligently "lest there be any fornicator or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthri
ght.  For ye know that afterward when he would have inherited the blessing he was rejected: for he found no place of rep
entance though he sought it carefully with tears."
     And so, as someone has already made clear, this is one of the sins that can cost a person his inheritance in the King
dom of God.
     Now, these scriptures and others like them can be a torment to a sincere conscience genuinely broken over this sin a
nd seeking repentance and deliverance. But they are there, and we must face them squarely.  This truly is a matter of lif
e and death, and we must treat it so.
     We must walk in the fear of God.
     And with that, then also, "the comfort of the Holy Spirit."
     We have great hope that if we truly desire to fear His Name and see Him glorified in the earth, and in our own lives, H
e will lead us in the paths of righteousness for His own Name's sake.
     If we are honest and come to the Light, there is cleansing.  "If we walk in the light as He is in the light we have fellows
hip one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin."
     So there is hope for the brother who has become entangled in this web.  Rise up, and fight, beloved brother!  Put on t
he armour of Light!  "...the breatplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the HOPE of salvation" (1 Thes. 5.8).
     There is such an onslaught of Satan against the Church in this hour... DON'T QUIT THE BATTLE NOW!  A great vict
ory is at hand!  You will be part of it!  God has provision for this hour, and He has it for YOU!  He is preparing to release f
rom the Throne of Grace in this bitter hour a Righteousness--HIS VERY OWN-- which will clothe YOU and cause His Na
me to shine again, shine in YOU who have fallen and been so beaten by this!  He has such a Sacrifice that is able to so 
purge and cleanse you as leave you with "NO MORE CONCSCIENCE OF SIN."
   So rise up again, fallen one!  "Cleanse your hands ye sinners, and purify your hearts ye double minded!"  Seek Him for
the grace to do this!
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     The battle is not over yet!  Let not him that putteth on his armour boast as him that putteth it off!  Put on your armour..
. and strip Satan of his!
     Rise up again!  For this is the factor that determines whether or not you are disqualified or not, whether you are amon
g the just, or among the wicked:  can you rise up again?  "For a JUST MAN falleth seven times, AND RISETH UP AGAI
N: but the wicked shall fall into mischief (that is, utter ruin).  Pr. 24.16  (What he's saying here is that it's possible for a ju
st man, yes, a JUST man, to fall... but because He is just-- RIGHTEOUS-- He rises up again, and again, and again... till 
he comes to walk totally in the Way of LIFE, in Resurrection Life, in Newness of Life, in which there is no more falling.     
     But the wicked, it's the wicked who when he falls he stays down.)
     Oh, on behalf of His Name that is so tarnished and scorned these days... be among those who love His Name... and 
RISE UP AGAIN, AND FIGHT.
     AD        

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2007/4/5 16:25
Even though I think one year is a rather artificial number, however, it is not necessarily unwise.  It's a decent test of your 
character to see just how matured you are in your faith, and how consistent you are in your walk.  Though we are not to 
put any confidence in the flesh, it is a good chance that if you are a male and have gone a year without looking at porno
graphy, you probably are of consistent character and not likely to stumble into such anytime soon.  

Re:, on: 2007/4/5 17:14

Quote:
-------------------------Though we are not to put any confidence in the flesh, it is a good chance that if you are a male and have gone a year without lookin
g at pornography, you probably are of consistent character and not likely to stumble into such anytime soon.
-------------------------

I hope you're right...

Re: - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/4/5 20:05

Quote:
-------------------------I had to learn grace the hard way, brother. I fell miserably after having continuous victory for years and years, and suddenly thought
there was no hope. After all, I had preached so ardently against sin, so strongly, so passionately, so conclusively - as though I could never fall or yield 
to temptation again. I thought all my strongholds were vanguished 
-------------------------

Brother Paul, what you wrote is so cloesly my own experience it could have been me who wrote it. I thank you brother fo
r the encouragment you wrote in that post. 

I think i had reached a stage where (by God's grace) i was walking in a victory over lust that i once thought not possible, 
and yet as a result of this i know i looked down on other 'believers' who confessed they fell in this area. In my heart i wou
ld judge them, and think myself the standard. I didnt have any real compassion and sympathy for them. But oh, when i fe
ll big time into the area i was convinced i would never fall into again i was so humbled, so broken. And this time when i f
ell, i stumbled many times in the process of 'getting up' before i had to take radical action to cut off all sources of temptat
ion and be ruthless in a way that was so humbling for a guy who thought this was mastered long ago. 

Now i have such a better understanding of God's mercy, and unfailing love, and of is Faithfulness. To me He has proven
to be the God who will not let go. 

I have even doubted my salvation again recently because of this last fall. Yet i think of the times when i would walk throu
gh the fields near my house looking up into the sky praising God with such love for Him that i was quite caught up in ano
ther world. And when i think of the desires i have had for His glory and all other manner of what Jonathan Edwards woul
d call 'Religious Affections', i have to conclude that i am truly His child, and time and God's grace shall prove that at the l
ast i am found as one of the 'just' who despite having fallen into great sin against His Saviour, got back up and was led i
nto paths of righteousness by that same Saviour who would simply not give him up.
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Re:, on: 2007/4/5 20:20
Paulwest:
Quote:
-------------------------Though the Lord restores repentant sinners, ministerial restortation isn't always assured.
-------------------------

The latter part of that quote can only be said of man, not the LORD!

Re:, on: 2007/4/5 20:34
The thing that I am learning about overcoming any besetting sin is to trust in the LORD exclusively. That means that any
good that I try to do in overcoming this is futile. I can't pray enough, read the bible enough, and I can't fast enough to be 
rid of it, they are very helpful in my learning in the matter of spiritual things, but to overcome sin, is to trust that the LORD
my high priest will cleanse me of the very roots of this, by trusting in what He accomplished on the cross.

Everyone of us has had a run in of Romans chapter 7. Everytime I try to good, evil was standing at the door. Anything th
at I "try" to do that I think is righteous in overcoming sin is thrown down, for righteousness does not come by way of the l
aw, but by faith.  As soon as I make anything a law, sin is right there. Even when I begin to think that everything is smoot
h, and doing well, BAM I am right back doing the same things that I loathed for for years.

I look at my cat sometimes and say, "Your more blessed than I am, you have no worries, you have no conscience of sin,
you eat sleep and lay around all day and get old and die and thats it for you."

Romans 7:24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 

Re:, on: 2007/4/5 22:39
Brother Paul-

We live in an age of cheap grace where millions upon millions of professed believers are heading to an eternal hell beca
use they did not depart from their iniquity.  I agree with a great part of what you have said in this thread, however you co
ntinually misunderstand me.

Without holiness no man will see the Lord.  This holiness comes from being washed by the blood of Christ and manifest
s itself in fruit.  I think it was Leonard Ravenhill that said that more professed believers are put off by holiness then by sin
...

You make it sound as though holiness and purity are wicked and all those who are walking in victory by the blood of the l
amb are pharisees?  You must not be a fan of Wesley?

I have not written anything but truth, hard truth, much of which God spoke to me through friends in my time of deliveranc
e.  Either these truths pain you or you have just decided to attribute false motives as to why I have written them.  I have 
not written anything to take a warrior stance or to condemn anyone, if you feel condemned I am sorry brother, that was n
ot my intention as stated elsewhere.

I want to add this though for everyone.  Nobody will spend eternity in hell, seperated from God because they possessed 
the inner heart holiness that was purchased by Christ on calvary.  Do not be decieved though, the unrightous shall not e
nter into the kingdom of God.  The road is very narrow friends, this is no time to treat sin lightly.  Take heed all who read 
this and continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.  There is true victory and power in the blood of Chri
st.

In Him - Jim
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Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2007/4/5 23:32

Quote:
-------------------------You make it sound as though holiness and purity are wicked and all those who are walking in victory by the blood of the lamb are p
harisees? 
-------------------------

I'm sorry you feel this way, and I must say it seems you are the one taking offense to this discussion and misreading my 
intentions. Why is this? I too happen to walk in victory, brother.  I am not advocating sin, nor am I living in sin. I believe a
s you do - there is absolute victory over all sin, and anyone who knows me on SI knows that I endorse total holiness and
purity in Jesus Christ. So, you see, I am on your side!

You seem to imply that I have advocated cheap grace. Would you care to elaborate on this inference? Where and how h
ave I advocated this? I, like you, can put as my moniker "Pauldied2sin" but I dare not boast. For I know that I am only wh
ere I presently stand but by the grace of God alone, and should I tomorrow learn that a certain dear brother or sister stu
mbled by this particular sin, I should choose to show grace rather than contently boast how I am freed from sin and so lik
ewise they should be. I guarantee you that I preach sin and holiness and judgment just as strong as anyone on these for
ums, but the Lord has also taught me to expound 1 Corinthians 6:9 with grace and fear and trembling.

I can only pray, dear brother, that you never stumble after this discussion. Not everyone who stumbles with lust is addict
ed and deserves to have instant condemnation heaped on him or her. God does not do this to the repentant, so why sho
uld we? And those that remind believers who are already walking in victory that God's grace is sufficient for weaker brot
hers and sisters to overcome shouldn't automatically be accused of propogating a gospel of cheap grace. I can't tell you 
of the people I've met that have been beaten over the head by "victorious" brethren without compassion or hope. Dear b
rother, I am not saying that you do this, but I do sense you taking certain offense when fire-breathing condemnation is co
untered with a measure of compassion for the sin-stricken and those held in bondage. Do you prostrate yourself and we
ep for their souls before you tell them how you have died to sin? If a person doesn't weep for sinners, I believe he has n
o right to unctionlessly brand them with 1 Corinthians 6:9.

To stomp one's feet against sin is easy, but to preach transforming grace with unction is a totally different story, and, in 
my opinion, a greater sign of Christian maturity. The ultimate goal is to preach holiness with grace, with tears, with comp
assion. Dealing with religious hypocrites is one thing; ministering to sin-sick, hurting, downcast brethren is another. Ther
e is a way to preach sin, righeousness and judgment without bringing attention to self and assessing how others should 
behave from our own victories by grace. 

"Confess your faults to one another, and pray one for another....if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him, l
et him know , that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins."

It's about converting and not condemning, for when I should have been condemned, the Lord graciously converted. Sho
uld I not go and do likewise? Is it possible to demonstrate the grace of God without excusing sin? Is there not a better w
ay in the mind of Christ, who Himself was full of grace and truth?   

Brother Paul        

Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2007/4/6 1:03

Quote:
-------------------------i know i looked down on other 'believers' who confessed they fell in this area. In my heart i would judge them, and think myself the s
tandard. I didnt have any real compassion and sympathy for them. But oh, when i fell big time into the area i was convinced i would never fall into agai
n i was so humbled, so broken. 
-------------------------

Yes, this is the pattern I've seen again and again and again. "Take heed lest you fall." I hate to say it, but for many believ
ers they will have to find this out on their own. Sadly, some of them never really recover. They plateau off and remain luk
ewarm, devasted and despondant, never reaching the heights they attained before their fall. They never seem to get the
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burden and fight back, and this is all the enemy was after. Satan smells blood and quickly moves in to brainwash them t
hat God is now finished, they are "shelved", grace is now expended, and they will have to finish their lives in a substand
ard mode of Christianity. Part of the reason why these falls are so devastating is because while they walked in victory th
ey showed little or no grace  and compassion to those that were downcast and burdened with sin. I was so guilty of this 
as a youth pastor. I brought a lot of confusion down on kids and strapped weighty holiness burdens to their backs that I 
wasn't willing to drop a tear for (i.e. lift a spiritual finger to help carry). I just couldn't understand how someone could sin 
against God after beholding the kind of victory I was experiencing! Ah, I got proud and started telling people I had compl
ete victory and was dead to sin and all they needed to do was get what I got!  

Well, I eventually crashed and burned and as a result God taught me grace when my joy and fellowship with him was at 
last restored. I learnt a tremendously valuable lesson in the school of God: to show grace to my downcast, weaker brethr
en and never ever suppose that I understand a person's situation by looking at their surface-struggles. I already underst
ood truth; what I needed now was the revelation of grace to balance my growth. And this revelation came through pain, 
pain, pain. I don't think I ever hated sin more than when God began teaching me the unsearchable wonders of His grace
. 

Brother, and I'll bet your little "experience" changed your entire outlook on sin and grace as well: it made you tolerate sin
all the less, and understand and cherish God's grace all the more.

Brother Paul    

  

Re:, on: 2007/4/6 10:48

Quote:
-------------------------I can only pray, dear brother, that you never stumble after this discussion.
-------------------------

I hope that you will sincerely pray for me brother.

Quote:
-------------------------Not everyone who stumbles with lust is addicted and deserves to have instant condemnation heaped on him or her. God does not d
o this to the repentant, so why should we?
-------------------------

Paul, I agree with you 100%.  I had a good brother slip recently... I did not condemn him but was very firm in grace.  I wa
s speaking of willful, continued, sin as I have clearly explained numerous times now.

My statement is this.  Nobody who is continuing in sexual sin should be a missionary, in fact they should fear for the trut
h of their salvation.  I am sorry for not spelling this out more clearly.  This is my statement and I stand by it with the full a
uthority of scripture to back it up.

Quote:
-------------------------Do you prostrate yourself and weep for their souls before you tell them how you have died to sin? If a person doesn't weep for sinne
rs, I believe he has no right to unctionlessly brand them with 1 Corinthians 6:9.

To stomp one's feet against sin is easy, but to preach transforming grace with unction is a totally different story, and, in my opinion, a greater sign of C
hristian maturity. The ultimate goal is to preach holiness with grace, with tears, with compassion. Dealing with religious hypocrites is one thing; minister
ing to sin-sick, hurting, downcast brethren is another. There is a way to preach sin, righeousness and judgment without bringing attention to self and a
ssessing how others should behave from our own victories by grace

-------------------------
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Brother Paul,

I do not wish to puff myself up speaking of my prayer life nor by talking up my victory, or my ministry. By the grace of Go
d I have been personally revived from lukewarmness and compromise.

jimdied2sin... that is a testimony to the Lords amazing grace in saving me from the false gospel of cheap grace that is so
prevalent today.  I assure you I have said nothing to brag or boast but only to soberly warn and encourage those who ar
e fighting a losing battle in the flesh that their is true hope and victory in the Lord. 

We are obviously having a major miscommunication on both sides brother so if you would like to continue this dialog ple
ase PM me.  I do pray the very best for you in Christ and am deeply sorry if I have offended you by miscommunicating o
r by appearing boastful.

Glory to Him brother.

- Jim

Re: Yes, there is a miscommunication... - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2007/4/6 10:56

Quote:
-------------------------I do pary the very best for you in Christ and am deepy sorry if I have offended you by miscommunicating or by appearing boastful.
-------------------------

Oh, no, dear brother. I thought it was me offending you! I am not offended, and it is truly to be regretted that we cannot s
ee each other face to face. So much is lost over this computer screen, so much seems cold and calculated. I want you t
o know that I am not at all offended or frustrated or upset or begrudging in the least because of our discussion. I believe 
a struggling believer will read our gracious words (for you have been truly gracious in this discussion - and I pray I have 
showed the same) and take comfort and be renewed to seek God and persue the paths of holiness and be set free from 
besetting sin! 

Grace and peace and love in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Brother Paul 

Re: - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/4/6 11:09
Brothers Paul and Jim, i think you are really on the same side and in agreement with each other. It is so easy to misread
what is said in text.

I feel that there is a bond of unity and love there and that your hearts are both in the right place concerning this disscussi
on.

God Bless you my brothers!

Re: - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/4/9 7:21
Brothers, i hope you dont mind me continuing this discussion, but as a youth pastor i have been thinking about dealing w
ith the issue of pornography with young men who confesses to me they have this problem, which two have in my youth g
roup already have (and i am sure there represent a lot of others that may be struggling with it, but not so bold as to spea
k to me about it). 

I have found it very difficult counseling on this issue because with the two guys that have come to me, from observing th
em i have had my doubts about them being truly saved for a while (ie, they both really struggle to pray out loud in our bib
le study, and i dont see a real love for Jesus Christ flowing from them in any outward visible ways, which always concern
s me). So in counseling people to do with this issue, it is neccessary to try and discern the persons true relation to God fi
rst would you agree? 
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It is a real difficult one because i have fallen into this sin myself and yet i am pretty sure i am saved (although i still do ex
amine myself to see if this is so), and so the ways in which we would counsel someone who is a true Christian but strug
gling, would be very different from someone who thinks themself a Christian because they've said the prayer etc (you ca
n tell im a big Paul Washer fan!) but who is actually deceived.

I guess this raises another question of what signs do we look for in someone who is genuinely saved. (I listened to a gre
at sermon on this by Paul Washer last night called 'Examine yourself').

But you see guys i think it is probably possible to beat a pornography problem with sheer will power and any man could 
do it without the Holy Ghost (because there are people out there not saved who dont struggle with this), but without the 
Holy Ghost you could not break the chains of inward lust that afflict you in your every day life. And even if you could it w
ould be tragic if as a lot of people you think yourself saved because you are are not committing 'outward sins' and yet yo
u are not saved and that is evidenced by a lack of what Edwards would call 'religious affections', i.e. true affection towar
d God and Christ and a love of holiness and a measure of hatred of sin.

I just don't want to counsel guys about how to beat pornography when actually what they need is to get saved. Do you u
nderstand what i mean? We really need discernment from the Lord on this to discern between the true struggling believe
r and the deceieved unregenerate 'Christianised' person. I guess as we get more into His Word and come to know and 
walk with Christ more intimately this will come.

Re:, on: 2007/4/9 12:32
Here4Him-

I totally understand.  Are you dealing with a fallen brother, a false convert or a willful and rebelious one who is trampling 
the son of God underfoot and despising the spirit of grace?

These are tough questions that we must seek discerment on.  There is no use in telling a false convert to stop sinning, t
hey must be born again first...

In Him - Jim

Re: - posted by repentcanada, on: 2007/4/9 12:53
thanks for the heads up on safe eyes, I just downloaded it and it looks like i tdoes an excellent job.  I really like all the fea
tures (time control, pop up blocker, etc) it has.

Re:, on: 2007/4/9 13:01

Quote:
-------------------------I just downloaded it and it looks like i tdoes an excellent job. I really like all the features (time control, pop up blocker, etc) it has.
-------------------------
Just remember to get someone else to put the password in for you,  (www.safeeyes.com) SafeEyes will be of no benefit 
to you. For in your hour of temptation, you can easily shut er off.

Re:  - posted by lastlamb, on: 2010/7/6 12:06
I realize that this thread is over 3 years old, but I wanted to write and let you know that God is still using it. First of all, I w
ant to thank you all for treating each other with respect and brotherly love. It makes a difference. Most of all though I wan
t to thank Jim for holding fast to the truth in Scripture and not bending to what can be very strong pressure from the cultu
re. Jim, your words spoke to the deep conviction I have always held (surely planted deep in my heart by the Word itself) 
that total deliverance and freedom from porn was always possible. I just could never get there.

I struggled with lust pretty much my whole life and with porn for my entire Christian life of 15 years. I always hated my si
n but could not break free from my addiction. The Wilkerson message was fantastic and was just what I needed. When it
ended, I kept saying, through tears, "finally, someone who will simply tell me the truth!" It broke me, and I experienced a 
powerful move of God in real repentance. I am free now, and again, I simply wanted to thank you for your faithfulness an
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d adherence to what the Word of God says and not man, the culture, or anything else. May Jesus receive all the glory!

Page 15/15


