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Why Some Fail? ~ D.L. Moody - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2007/4/28 11:01
This came up as a random article. Thought I'd pass it along...

Why Some Fail? by D.L. Moody

We read in John 20:22:

"And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost."

Then see Luke 24:49:

"And behold, | send the promise of my Father upon you; but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with pow
er from on high."

The first passage tells us He had raised those pierced and wounded hands over them and breathed upon them and said
, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." And | havenA't a doubt they received it then, but not in such mighty power as afterward w
hen qualified for their work. It was not in fullness that He gave it to them then, but if they had been like a good many now
, they would have said, "I have enough now; | am not going to tarry; | am going to work."

Some people seem to think they are losing time if they wait on God for His power, and so away they go and work withou
t unction; they are working without any anointing, they are working without any power. But after Jesus had said "Receive
ye the Holy Ghost," and had breathed on them, He said: Now you tarry in Jerusalem until you be endued with power fro
m on high." Read in the 1st chapter of Acts, 8th verse:

"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you."

Now, the Spirit had been given them certainly or they could not have believed, and they could not have taken their stand
for God and gone through what they did, and endured the scoffs and frowns of their friends, if they had not been convert
ed by the power of the Holy Ghost. But now see what Christ said:

"Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusale
m and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost pasts of the earth.”

Then the Holy Spirit in us is one thing, and the Holy Spirit on us is another; and if these Christians had gone out and we
nt right to preaching then and there, without the power, do you think that scene would have taken place on the day of Pe
ntecost? DonA’t you think that Peter would have stood up there and beat against the air, while these Jews would have g
nashed their teeth and mocked him? But they tarried in Jerusalem; they waited ten days. What! you say. What, the world
perishing and men dying! shall | wait? Do what God tells you. There is no use in running before you are sent; there is no
use in attempting to do GodA’s work without GodA’s power. A man working without this unction, a man working without t
his anointing, a man working without the Holy Ghost upon him, is losing his time after all. So we are not going to lose an
ything if we tarry till we get this power. That is the object of true service, to wait on God, to tarry till we receive this power
for witness-bearing. Then we find that on the day of Pentecost, ten days after Jesus Christ was glorified, the Holy Spirit
descended in power. Do you think that Peter and James and John and those apostles doubted it from that very hour? Th
ey never doubted it. Perhaps some question the possibility of having the power of God now, and that the Holy Spirit nev
er came afterward in similar manifestation, and will never come again in such power.
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Re: Why Some Fail? ~ D.L. Moody - posted by Compton (), on: 2007/4/28 11:57
Thanks Chris,

------------------------- tarry ye...until ye be endued with power from on high."

Some people seem to think they are losing time if they wait on God for His power.

This point is so very important.

A common complaint of the modern Church is that she is indifferent and inactive. This diagnosis is misleading from the tr
ue condition of the Church, which is not so inert as inadequate. Really, religion is quite popular as a pastime, a commerc
ial enterprise, a social identity, a humanatitarian effort, an intellectual pursuit, and even a pop culture in America today.
There is no lack of interest and activity in Christian things today.

And even in our circles, where the motifs repentence and revival are paramount, we too are liable to pursue activity and
results in anxiety and not abiding. Indeed, we rarely measure 'great men' of God by their tarrying, but by their evangelisti
c statistics.

Today we are assaulted with so many alarming, almost mindnumbing problems of hunger, apostacy, materialism, immor
ality. Against that backdrop we realize that modern man has the sophistication to network, build, promote, package, and
distribute anything from food to the Gospel in record numbers and speed.

It is no wonder | suppose that given the magnitude of the problems, and our own towering human genius, that the idea o
f waiting on God seems terribly ‘wrong'. The paradox for the spirit filled Christian who has put on the New Man, is that th
e more desperate needs we see, the more we do indeed need to wait upon the Lord.

One my own personal temptations | face is giving in to this pressure for anxious activity.

Blessings,

MC

Re: serving the Lord or His house - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2007/4/28 12:30
Brother Mike,

"There is no lack of interest and activity in Christian things today."

Think you've put this all very nicely for us.

A while back | ran across a word from Watchman Nee. Think it goes right along with this all...

Ministry to the Lord by Watchman Nee

Let us note at the outset that there is little apparent difference between ministry to the House of the Lord and ministry to
the Lord Himself. Many of you are doing your utmost to help your brethren, and you are labouring to save sinners and a
dminister the affairs of the church. But let me ask you: Have you been seeking to meet the need around you, or have yo
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u been seeking to serve the Lord? Is it your fellow men you have in view, or is it Him?

Let us be quite frank. Work for the Lord undoubtedly has its attractions for the flesh. You may be thrilled when crowds ga
ther to hear you preach, and when numbers of souls are saved. If you have to stay at home, occupied from morning to ni
ght with mundane matters, then you think: How meaningless life as! How grand at would be if | could go out and serve th
e Lord! If only | were free to go around ministering! But that is not spirituality. That is merely a matter of natural preferenc
e. Oh, if only we could see that much of the work done for God is not really ministry at all! He, Himself, has told us chat t
here was a class of Levites who busily served in the Temple, and yet they were not serving Him; they were merely servi

ng the House. However, service to the Lord and service to the House appear so much alike that it is often difficult to diffe
rentiate between the two.

If an Israelite came along to the Temple and wanted to worship God, those Levites would come to his aid and help him o
ffer his peace offering and his burnt offering. They would help him drag the sacrifice to the altar, and they would slay it. S
urely that was a grand work to be engaged in, reclaiming sinners and leading believers closer to the Lord! And God took
account of the service of those Levites who helped men bring their peace offerings and their burnt offerings to the altar.
Yet He said it was not ministry to Himself.

Brothers and sisters, there is a heavy burden on my heart that you might realise what God is after. He wants ministers w
ho will minister to Him. "They shall come near to me to minister unto me; and they shall stand before me to offer unto me
the fat and the blood. They shall minister unto me" (Ezekiel 44:15).

The thing | fear most is that many of you will go out and win sinners to the Lord and build up believers, without ministerin
g to the Lord Himself. Much so-called service for Him is simply following our natural inclinations. We have such active di

spositions that we cannot bear to stay at home, so we run around for our own relief. We may appear to be serving sinner
s, or serving believers, but all the while we are serving our own flesh.

| have a dear friend who is now with the Lord. One day, after we had a time of prayer together, we read this passage in
Ezekiel (44:9-26, 28, 31 ). She was very much older than I, and she addressed me like this: "My young brother, it was tw
enty years ago that | first studied this passage of Scripture."

"How did you react to it?" | asked.

She replied: "As soon as | had finished reading it, | closed my Bible, and kneeling down before the Lord, | prayed: "Lord,
make me to be one who shall minister to You, not to the Temple."™ Can we also pray that prayer?

But what do we really mean when we talk of serving God or serving the Temple? Here is what the Word says:

But the priests, the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went ast
ray from me, they shall come near to me to minister unto me; and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and
the blood, saith the LORD God (Ezekiel 44:15).

The conditions basic to all ministry that can truly be called ministry to the Lord are drawing near to Him and standing bef
ore Him. But how hard we often find it to drag ourselves into His presence! We shrink from the solitude, and even when
we do detach ourselves physically, our thoughts still keep wandering outside. Many of us can enjoy working among peo
ple, but how many of us can draw near to (God in the Holy of Holies? Yet it is only as we draw near to Him that we can
minister to Him.

con't...
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Re: Ministry to the Lord - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2007/4/28 12:35
Ministry to the Lord con't...

To come into the presence of God and kneel before Him for an hour demands all the strength we possess. We have to b
e violent to hold that ground. But everyone who serves the Lord knows the preciousness of such times, the sweetness of
waking at midnight and spending an hour in prayer, or waking very early in the morning and getting up for an hour of pra
yer before the final sleep of the night.

Unless we really know what it is to draw near to God, we cannot know what it is to serve Him. It is impossible to stand af
ar off and still minister to Him. We cannot serve Him from a distance. There is only one place where ministry to Him is p
ossible and that is in the Holy Place. In the outer court you approach the people; in the Holy Place you approach the Lor
d.

The passage we ' have quoted emphasises not only our need to draw near to God; it also speaks of standing before Him
to minister. Today we always want to be moving on; we cannot stand still. There are, so many things claiming our attenti
on that we are perpetually on the go. We cannot stop for a moment.

But a spiritual person knows how to stand still. He can stand before God till God makes His will known. He can stand an
d await orders. You who are leaders need to particularly consider this. Can you be persuaded to call a halt and not move
for a little while? That is what is referred to here: "stand and minister unto me." Don't you think that a servant should awa
it his master's orders before seeking to serve him? The Sin of presumption

There are only two types of sin before God. One is the sin of refusing to obey when He issues orders. The other is the si
n of going ahead when the Lord has not issued orders. The one is rebellion; the other is presumption. The one is not doi
ng what the Lord has required; the other is doing what the Lord has not required. Learning to stand before the Lord deal
s with the sin of doing what the Lord has not commanded. Brothers and sisters, how much of the work you have done ha
s been based on the clear command of the Lord? How much have you done because of His direct instructions? And ho
w much have you done simply on the ground that the thing you did was a good thing to do? Let me tell you that nothing
so damages the Lord's interests as a "good thing." "Good things" are the greatest hindrance to the accomplishment of Hi
s will. The moment we are faced with anything wicked or unclean, we immediately recognise it as something a Christian
ought to avoid, and for that reason, things which are positively evil are nearly not such a menace to the Lord's purpose a
s good things.

You think: This thing would not be wrong, or That thing is the very best that could be done so you go ahead and take act
ion without stopping to inquire if it is the will of God. We who are His children all know that we ought not to do anything e
vil, but we think that if only our conscience does not forbid a thing, or if a thing commends itself to us as positively good,
that is reason enough to go ahead and do it.

"That thing you contemplate doing may be very good, but are you standing before the Lord awaiting His command regar
ding it? "They shall stand before me" involves halting in His presence and refusing to move till He issues His orders. Tha
t is what ministry to the Lord means.

In the outer court it is human need that governs. Just let someone come along to sacrifice an ox or a sheep, and there is
work for you to do. But in the Holiest Place

there is utter solitude. Not a soul comes in. No brother or sister governs us here, nor does any committee determine our
affairs. In the Holiest Place there is one authority only - the authority of the Lord. If He appoints me a task I, do it; if He a
ppoints me no task, | do none.

But something is required of us as we stand before the Lord and minister to Him. We are required to offer Him "the fat a
nd the blood." The blood answers the demands of His holiness and righteousness; the fat meets the requirements of His
glory. The blood deals with the question of our sin; the fat deals with the question of His satisfaction. The blood removes
all that belongs to the old creation; the fat brings in the new.

But such ministry is confined to a certain place: "They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my tabl
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e to minister unto me, and they shall keep my charge" (Ezekiel 44:16). Ministry that is "unto me" is in the inner sanctuary
, in the hidden place, not in the outer court, exposed to public view. People may think we are doing nothing, but service t
0 God in the Holy Place far transcends service to the people in the outer court. Ministry Without Sweat

The same passage tells us how they must be clothed who would minister to the Lord:

They shall be clothed with linen garments; and no wool shall come upon them, while they minister in the gates of the inn
er court, and within. They shall have linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches upon their loins (Eze
kiel 44:18).

Those who minister to the Lord may not wear wool. Why not? The reason is given:

"They shall not clothe themselves with anything that causes sweat" (verse 18 NKJV). No work chat produces sweat is ac
ceptable to the Lord. But what does "sweat" signify?

We all know that the first occasion when sweat is mentioned was when Adam was driven from the Garden of Eden. After
Adam sinned, God pronounced this sentence upon him: "Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in toil shalt thou eat of it all t
he days of thy life...in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread" (Genesis 3:19-19). It is clear that sweat is a condition of
the curse. Because the curse rested on the ground, it ceased to yield its fruit without man's effort, and such effort produc
ed sweat.

When the blessing of God is withheld, fleshly effort becomes necessary, and that causes sweat. All work that produces s
weat is positively prohibited to those who minister to the Lord. Yet today what an expenditure of energy there is in work f
or Him! Few Christians can do any work today without sweating over it. Their work involves planning and scheming, exh
orting and urging, and very much running around. It cannot be done without a great deal of fleshly zeal.

Nowadays, if there is no sweat there is no work. Before work for God can be undertaken, there is a great deal of rushing
to and fro, making numerous contacts, having consultations and discussions, and finally getting the approval of various
people before going ahead. As for waiting quietly in the presence of God and seeking His instructions, that is out of the g
uestion.

Yet in spiritual work, the one factor to be taken into account is God. He is the one

Person to make contact with. That is the preciousness of spiritual work that is truly spiritual-it is related to the Lord Hims
elf In relation to Him there is work to do, but it is work that produces no sweat.

con't...

Re: Ministry to the Lord - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2007/4/28 12:37
Ministry to the Lord con't...

If we have to advertise our ministry and use great effort to promote it, then it is obvious that it does not spring from praye
r in the presence of God. If you really work in God's presence, men will respond when you come into their presence. You
will not have to use endless means in order to help them. Spiritual work is God's work, and when God works, man does
not need to expend so much effort that he sweats over it.

Let us in utter honesty examine ourselves before God today. Let us ask Him: "Am | serving You, or am | merely serving t
he work? Is my ministry truly unto you Lord, or is it only ministry to your House?" If you are pouring with sweat all the tim
e, it is safe to conclude that it is the House you are serving, not the Lord. If all your busyness is related to human need, y
ou may know that you are serving men, not God. | am not despising the work of slaying sacrifices at the altar. It is work f
or God and someone has to do it-but God wants something beyond that. The Sons of Zadok

God cannot secure everyone for service to Himself, for many of His own are reluctant to leave the thrill and excitement o
f the outer court. They are bent on serving the people. But what about us? Oh that today we might say to the Lord: "l am
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willing to forsake things, | am willing to forsake the work, | am willing to forsake the outer court and serve You in the inne
r sanctuary."

When God could find no way to bring all the Levites to the place of ministry to Himself, He chose the sons of Zadok from
among them for this special service. Why did He select the sons of Zadok? Because when the children of Israel went ast
ray, they recognised that the outer court had been irreparably corrupted, so they did not seek to preserve it. Instead, the
y made it their business to preserve the sanctity of the Holy Place.

Brothers and sisters, can you bear to let the external structure go, or must you persist in putting up a scaffolding to prese
rve it? It is the Holy Place that God is out to preserve-a place utterly set apart for Him. | beseech you before God to hear
His call to for sake the outer court and devote yourself to His service in the Holy Place.

| love to read about the prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch: "As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the H
oly Ghost said: Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto | have called them" (Acts 13:2). We see there t
hat the Holy Spirit commissions men to the work as they are ministering to the Lord. Unless ministry to the Lord is the thi
ng that governs us, the work will be in confusion.

God does not want volunteers for His work; He wants conscripts. He will not have you preaching the gospel just becaus
e you want to. The work of the Lord is suffering serious damage today at the hand of volunteers; it lacks those who can
say as He did: "He that sent me..."

Brothers and sisters, the work of God is God's own work, and not work that you can take up ac your pleasure. Neither ch
urches, nor missionary societies, nor evangelistic bands can send men to work for God. The authority to commission me
n is not in the hands of men, but solely, in the hands of the Spirit of God.

Serving the Lord does not mean chat we do not serve people, but it does mean that all service to people has service to t
he Lord as its basis. It is service Godward that urges us out manward. Luke 17:7-10 tells us clearly what the Lord is after
. These are two kinds of work referred to here: ploughing the field and tending the flock. Both are very important occupat
ions, yet the Lord says that when a servant returns from such work, he is expected to provide for his master's satisfactio
n before sitting down to enjoy his own food.

When we have returned from our toil in the field, we are apt to muse complacently on the much work we have accomplis
hed. But the Lord will say, "Gird yourself and give me to eat." He requires ministry to Himself. We may have laboured in
a wide field and cared for many sheep, but all our toil in the field and among the flock does not exempt us from ministry t
o the Lord's own personal satisfaction. That is our supreme task.

What are you really after? Is it only work in the field, preaching the gospel to the unsaved? Is it just tending the flock, cari
ng for the needs of the saved? Or are we seeing to it that the Lord can eat to His full satisfaction and drink till His thirst is
guenched? True, it is necessary for us also to eat and drink, but that cannot be till after the Lord is satisfied. We, too, mu
st have our enjoyment, but that can never be until His joy is first made full.

Let us ask ourselves: Does our work minister to our satisfaction or to the Lord's? | fear that when we have worked for the
Lord, we are often thoroughly satisfied before He is satisfied. We are often quite happy with our work when He has foun
d no joy in it. Blessed are they who can differentiate between ministry to sinners or saints, and ministry to Him. Such dis
cernment is not easily acquired. Often it is only by much drastic dealing that we learn the difference between ministry to t
he Lord Himself and ministry to the House.

Let us seek the grace of God that He may reveal to us what it really means to minister to Him!

End
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Re: - posted by Compton (), on: 2007/4/28 16:09
Thanks again Chris,

This entire article is just so precious. | can't resist pulling out just a few quotes...though every paragraph seems equally
quotable.

------------------------- There are only two types of sin before God. One is the sin of refusing to obey when He issues orders. The other is the sin of going a
head when the Lord has not issued orders. The one is rebellion; the other is presumption. The one is not doing what the Lord has required; the other is
doing what the Lord has not required.

------------------------- ...the prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch: "As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Ghost said: Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto | have called them" (Acts 13:2). We see there that the Holy Spirit commissions men to the work as they ar
e ministering to the Lord. Unless ministry to the Lord is the thing that governs us, the work will be in confusion.

God does not want volunteers for His work; He wants conscripts. He will not have you preaching the gospel just because you want to. The work of the
Lord is suffering serious damage today at the hand of volunteers; it lacks those who can say as He did: "He that sent me..."

Let us seek the grace of God that He may reveal to us what it really means to minister to Him!
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