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Gentile Tribulation Question - posted by Provost, on: 2007/8/7 16:50
I was talking to a brother who was telling me that no gentiles will be saved during the Trib. Now I know that Revelation i
s a Jewish book, the Church is rarely mentioned after the first five chapters. But I not only do not see his view in Scriptu
re, but I see Scripture that I believe contradict this mans theory (Revelation 7). SO I was just wondering where this view
is found? Or where it originated?....for backround info: I do not have a personal view on Revelation, In my study of Bibli
cal interpretation I do believe that Revelation will be fulfilled literally, but as to what is literal and what is prophetic langua
ge I do not know.
So yeah thanks for looking and God Bless
Thom Provost
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/7 17:03

Amen ... Rev. 7 ... it don't get no plainer ... :-D
Rev.7
And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, th
at the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.
And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to th
e four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,
Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.
And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of a
ll the tribes of the children of Israel.
Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of G
ad were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Manasses were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Iss
achar were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe o
f Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.
After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo
ple, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their ha
nds;
And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.
And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the t
hrone on their faces, and worshipped God,
Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto
our God for ever and ever. Amen.
And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whenc
e came they?
And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, a
nd have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the
throne shall dwell among them.
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.
For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: an
d God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
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Re: Gentile Tribulation Question - posted by Smokey (), on: 2007/8/7 20:18
Not being one to believe in the pretrib nonsense being peddled to the "christian" today, these scriptures, only 2 of many,
clearly state that God has a remnant here witnessing, and sharing the gospel.
Dan 12:3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness
as the stars forever and ever.
Rev 11:13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake we
re slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.
Blessings Greg
Re: - posted by Provost, on: 2007/8/8 10:59
Thank you for your responses, I still am wondering if anyone knows where this thought process (that not gentiles will be
saved during the tribulation started). I have no personal opinion on the rapture as of yet pre-post-mid...whatever! But I
do know there will be a tribulation, and cannot find anyone in church history who shares the view my brother in the Lord
share (again no gentiles/non-jews will be saved during the trib)
God Bless
Thom Provost
Re: - posted by Eli_Barnabas (), on: 2007/8/8 13:08
Hi Provost,
I think it's important that you lay aside any presuppositions that it appears you've picked up from the pretribulational cam
p, like Revelation being Jewish and the Church not found within it... these simply are not true. Revelation is not at all me
ant for only Jewish people but for all people, and the argument that the Church is not mentioned is a false conjecture. So
before anything else, I think it would be good if you dropped these ideas.
I'm going to guess that the belief of no Gentiles being saved during the tribulation comes from the idea that the Holy Spir
it is removed, which also is not true. Either that, or this man takes the verses that say "they repented not of their blasphe
mies" and interprets that to mean that nobody will ever repent. But those Scriptures from Daniel are a good example of s
aints shining amid those dark days.
Jesus did say, "the night cometh, when no man can work." (John 9:4)

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/8/8 14:44
Quote:
-------------------------I was talking to a brother who was telling me that no gentiles will be saved during the Trib. Now I know that Revelation is a Jewish b
ook, the Church is rarely mentioned after the first five chapters. But I not only do not see his view in Scripture, but I see Scripture that I believe contradi
ct this mans theory (Revelation 7). SO I was just wondering where this view is found? Or where it originated?....for backround info: I do not have a pers
onal view on Revelation, In my study of Biblical interpretation I do believe that Revelation will be fulfilled literally, but as to what is literal and what is pro
phetic language I do not know.
-------------------------

My first response is that you find this book:
(http://www.amazon.com/Apocalypse-Code-Bible-REALLY-Matters/dp/0849901847/refpd_bbs_sr_1/102-9906651-7724
115?ieUTF8&sbooks&qid1186598071&sr8-1) The Apocolypse Code by Hank Hanegraaff. I am reading this book right n
ow and I recommend it to everyone who is a pretrib dispensationalist or knows a pretrib dispensationalist.
From the jacket cover:
"Of the over four hundred verses in the book of Revelation, more than two-thirds allude to passages in the Old Testame
nt. Why, then, do we treat Revelation as a special case? Why do we act as if the rules of exegesis do not apply, and lo
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ok for the key to its mysteries in this morning's newspaper or some futurist's predictions?
Hank Hanegraaff argues that the book of Revelation is obscure to us because 'we have not sufficiently learned to read t
he Bible for all it's worth. When our interpretations are tethered to the hottest sensation rather than to the Holy Scripture
, we are apt to grab at anything--and usually miss." The Apocalypse Code is a guide to holding on to what is true in the
book of Revelation as in the rest of Scripture.
'throughout the history of the church, wrongheaded teachings have appeared that temporarily attracted a large following,
only to become fading fads once the light of proper biblical interpretation illuminated. their error. A current example is di
spensational pretribulation rapture theology promoted by such prophecy pundits as Hal Lindsey, Tim LaHaye, John Hag
ee and others. For years now, I've been wondering what might convince such prophecy specialists to recognize that the
eschatology they are foisting on the world is simply embarrassing to the church, and so prompt them to back our of their
dispensational cul-desac. Hank Hanegraaff's The Apocalypse Code may well be the answer. I cannot recommend this
book highly enough."
Re: - posted by Provost, on: 2007/8/8 14:44
hmm...I don't know about the non-jewish tone to Revelation...I have read no commentary on Revelation (not even the no
tes on the bottome of my study Bibles...yet :) ) I believe it is a Jewish book b/c the language...and some of the promises
(fulfilled) refered to in Revelation were promises made to the Jews and not the church (although we will take part in them
as we have been grafted in, but we (the Church) are by no means the Israel the promises were given to back in the OT).
And from the Biblical interp. study courses I am taking and books I am reading would confirm by the usage of language
that Rev. would be Jewish book.
Again I could be wrong and I beg God to humble my heart to hear his truth.
Maybe I am running ahead of myself in my thinking...I guess I just wanted to see where this brother (he is a part of the B
retheren movement...side note) got this view, b/c he was teaching it emphatically.
Again Thanks a ton brothers
Thom
Re:, on: 2007/8/8 15:24
Smoky wrote:
Not being one to believe in the pretrib nonsense being peddled to the "christian" today, these scriptures, only 2 of many,
clearly state that God has a remnant here witnessing, and sharing the gospel.

moe_mac wrote
Revelations was given by the King of Jews to John.

Unless a Jewish person has accepted Christ and has been convinced the King has already came and died and was resu
rrected and is returning for HIS bride the church what reason would they have to read revelations.
Revelations says one will be blessed by reading the book. The biggest blessing I could think of is missing all that tribulati
on.
As for the remnant that are witnesses, The people that do not take the mark and go against the antichrist politically will b
e saved. I'm not sure if that includes any gentiles, possibly only the Jewish people. It would be hard for me to believe an
y gentiles would speak out against the antichrist, most gentiles now want speak out against the antichrist politically for J
esus now, when there is no danger of persecution, but only for fear of being politically incorrect, so if they can't do it now
, how can they then.
Re: - posted by Smokey (), on: 2007/8/8 19:06
The new testament dispensation makes no distinction of nationality, but honors all who call upon the name of Jesus.
Rom 10:12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call
upon him.
The first verse of Revelation clearly states that the book is for ALL His servants not just the Jews.
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Rev 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things which must shortly
come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:
Peoples other than Jews are indicated here, and in may other verses.

Rev 7:9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo
ple, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;
Rev 17:15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes,
and nations, and tongues.
Blessings Greg ;-)
The Blessing of the Revelation - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/8 22:10
greetings dear saints in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
bro Moe

Quote:
-------------------------Revelations says one will be blessed by reading the book. The biggest blessing I could think of is missing all that tribulation.
-------------------------

it seems to me the Revelation was written to the Believers, that is Christians that we may know what is to come before o
ur Lord returns. This book concerned the early Church who believed that those things were upon them and conducted th
emselves as such. We are to do the same. If indeed the Church was not to be here in those days, then why write the bo
ok? The Church is not to be whisked away out of the trib and great trib, i believe the Church will be preserved through i
t. The matter of persecution for the early Church was an every day thing, if these saints suffered at the beginning, how m
uch more will we be called to endure suffering now that we are at the end? We have also the testimonies in the scripture
s of these saints who endured patiently and fainted not because God Preserved them through it all. We have evidence fr
om other texts and compilations of the lives of these saints which prove to us God's ability to Preserve us in the midst of
persecution and suffering...do we think the Arm of God is too short to preserve us even now? Dear saints let us not be s
o foolish! Dear saints i implore you to consider this, the Judgments which shall befall the earth are from God to the unrep
entant, if we are Saved, what have we to fear? God will not pour boils on us or cause us to drink blood because we are
His own and He will take care of us through it all. Yes the enemy and his minions will be very angry and persecute us, s
ome of us will die as a result but if the Grace of God was sufficient for Peter, Paul, James, Andrew and all the others wh
o suffered for His Sake, then surely such Grace is sufficient for me and it ought to be enough for us all!
the biggest blessing in reading the Revelation is the Joy, Peace and Confidence which comes from the Certainty of the r
eturn of our Lord to take His Throne and to Judge and of course to gather us to Himself. Dear saints we read all the plag
ues and things which must precede this and think we will partake in it and we won't, not because we won't be here, but b
ecause God will preserve us through it all.
i fear that the whole issue of making Israel as she is now, the fulfilment of what was spoken through Ezekiel is in error. i f
eel also that the idea of being raptured out of here is a reflection of what we would do if we were God so that people wou
ld like us. it is also an indictment of how poor our view of God is as Judge also and Perfector of our Faith. Saints our Lor
d doesn't take in junk, He makes sure that what is drawn to Him is Purified thoroughly by fire and while the Trib is a perio
d of Judgment on the enemy and we are not partakers of this, it is for us a period of purification and proving what manne
r of Christian we are. it is easy to be a Christian when all is well, but when the heat is on is when the true depth of our Fa
ith is revealed and i fear that many among us will be found wanting and fall away from the Faith. i fear that the great falli
ng away Paul spoke of has to do with this notion of Israel now being prophecy fulfilled (an Examination of Ezekiel 36 will
show that this is not the case, too many things have yet to occur which should have occured already) and the idea of bei
ng raptured out of here. When these things fail, i believe we will see the great falling away. Paul himself makes it plain th
at the coming of Christ will not be secret but all men will see it and the revelation of the man of sin must precede it which
means the Church is yet here. i am convinced that the rapture if it is to happen the way it is commonly said it will, will inv
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olve far less numbers than we think , or that the rapture (i lean toward this more) is at His return at the end of the outpou
ring of the Bowls of Judgment of the Father.
Dear saints i may well be wrong and if i am i pray God set me straight because i don't want to languish in deception. if yo
u are wrong i pray God do the same. May God set us straight!AMEN.
Grace and PEace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/9 7:30

Dear Provost,
Please bear with me here, as I don't have a direct reply to your leading post, mainly because I believe the question is
built on a false premise.
What I want to communicate to you may come as a surprise, because you are living in amongst many believers-in-Christ
who have been taught to believe that there is a significant difference between Jewish Christians and gentile Christians.
And more than that, you all have been taught not to distinguish between Jews who have come to saving faith in Jesus
Christ, and Jews who have not.
You (I use 'you' in a generality because of your question, and not in any way in an accusatorial tone... please trust this.)
have been led to believe - or, (if you personally, don't fit into this category), many many many believers are being taught
that 'the Jewish people' have certain fulfilments of prophecy coming to them (in terms of unprecedented and irrevocable
blessing) because they are Jewish ..... and this is the important bit ...... completely independently of whether they receiv
e Christ as Saviour.
Now..... to divide this a little further.... some Christians who seem to believe this, do, when pressed, agree that the only J
ews who will be blessed in those ways, will come into those blessings through faith in Christ.
But..... there are many who don't see there is a total disconnect between God's word, and the belief being promoted in th
is decade, that 'Jews' - regardless of faith in Christ - will be blessed in a special way by God, because they (Jews) are 'G
od's chosen people'.
However, if you do a word search for the phrase 'chosen people' in the Bible, you won't find it free from conditions.
In fact, you'll find God chose individuals and His blessing is entirely conditional every time.
In Jacob's case, it was Jacob who made the conditions (paradoxically), but maybe this shows just how clearly Jacob und
erstood God's requirements - even before God had given him the new name 'Israel'.
I've just started studying this topic properly, for the first time, having dabbled up till now, and having been brought up (wit
hin the faith) to understand that Jewish believers (whether all ethnically descended from Israel nor not) were the first part
icipants in the New Covenant with God.
However, once it had dawned on Peter that God intended the exact same blessing on gentiles, there becomes absolutel
y no difference between the blessing on Jewish Christians and the blessing on gentile Christians under the New Covena
nt.
Saying this, I do understand that a Jew may feel differently about Jesus because of the physical (or notionally physical) r
elationship with Him. But it is this connection which Paul writes against again and again (genealolgies) because it enge
nders both strife and pride.
This is also why Paul is driven to write so much about being free from 'the law' - because being under the Old Covenant
law as it was given, is not a part of Christianity.
What all believers should come to understand, though, is that the law in spirit, promotes Godliness. The problem accord
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ing to the writer of Hebrews, though, is that it could never take away sin.....

So, going back to the idea there is a difference between Jews per se and gentile Christians, which is somehow supporte
d by scripture, I am compltely convinced both by my Bible reading and the ministry of the Holy Spirit to my understandin
g, that that premise is a lie.
I wrote about a dream I had relating to this, having felt completely nauseated at the time, by the conversation a gentile b
eliever in this false doctrine, was promoting to me after a wedding we both attended. I cannot emphasise how revolted I
was during the conversation, nor how very much the dream confirmed this to me as God's word on it.

My reply is not an attempt to take the thread off course, but to refocus on a more proper question, the answer to which is
in scripture.
I don't believe God brings 'tribulation' on saints, although we may struggle with much which He allows, because of our pr
evious lives outside of faith in Jesus Christ.
I don't believe God visits 'wrath' on those who know Him - ever - although He may visit His wrath on those who make a c
laim to know him, but have never obeyed Him from their hearts. I believe that kind of visitation of wrath is reserved for th
e day of judgment, and is final.
However, if you look at Jewish history, you do see God visiting His wrath on Israel, many many times, but, allowing a re
mnant to escape.
I do not believe this attitude of His has changed towards the Jews, however, there is, now, only one Way of escape, and
that's Jesus.
Please look at these verses. Basically, if we\they don't give up sin, nothing but wrath awaits.

Ezekiel 11
15 "Son of man, your brethren, your relatives, your countrymen, and all the house of Israel in its entirety, are those about
whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, 'Get far away from the LORD; this land has been given to us as a posses
sion.'
16 "Therefore say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Although I have cast them far off among the Gentiles, and although I hav
e scattered them among the countries, yet I shall be a little sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone." '
17 "Therefore say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "I will gather you from the peoples, assemble you from the countries wher
e you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel." '
18 "And they will go there, and they will take away all its detestable things and all its abominations from there.
19 "Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and
give them a heart of flesh,
20 "that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be My people, and I will be th
eir God.
21 "But as for those whose hearts follow the desire for their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense t
heir deeds on their own heads," says the Lord GOD.

Galatians 3
19 My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you,
20 I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about you.
21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law?
22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman.
23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise,
24 which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage,
which is Hagar -25 for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her childr
en --
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26 but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.
27 For it is written: "Rejoice, O barren, You who do not bear! Break forth and shout, You who are not in labor! For the de
solate has many more children Than she who has a husband."
28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise.
29 But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it i
s now.
30 Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? "Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman sh
all not be heir with the son of the freewoman."
31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.

That was a lot of scripture, but it is a tiny fraction of the general panorama in the Book.
I honestly don't know how anyone who reads those verses from Galatians, can still believe there is no connection betwe
en the condition of salvation through faith in Christ, and the receiving of God's promises to 'Israel'.

Brother Provost,
I hope that's making sense, when you've had time to think it through a bit.
Then, your question about gentile tribulation may be easier to answer.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2007/8/9 8:11
Reply
I dwell in the mist of the furnace of earthly tribulation today but I being dead live in spiritual peace and joy in Christ.
I believe the Â“GREAT TRIBULATIONÂ”has passed and the body of Christ was delivered out of the pangs.
If you live outside the body of Christ in darkness there will always be gashing of teeth.
Eddie
Re: - posted by hisremnant, on: 2007/8/9 9:34
Praise Jesus!! Lion of Judah!!!
The Revelation of Christ is written to the church. HIS first warnings are to the seven Christian churches in Asia. After tha
t the Lord does NOT say and now the rest of this doesn't apply to Christians.
In fact as we see in the book of Romans we are in fact spiritual Jews.
Ro 11:17 And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, an
d with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree,
So yes the Book of Revelation is written to Jews "who are by faith saved by Christ"
And yes it is written in the Jewish Apocolyptic style.
To sum up the entire book is written to the church. It is Gods final word and warning to man to repent.
Hisservant rich

Page 7/118

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Gentile Tribulation Question

Re: Dorcas - posted by Provost, on: 2007/8/9 9:53
Thanks...but what do we do with the prophecies to Israel in the OT that were never fulfilled? I come at the Scriptures wit
h the grammatical-historical approach..and last night I read Zephaniah...What do I do with that entire book?
:) I guess I kinda changed the subject on my own q :)
Christian Jews and the Promises of God. - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/9 11:00
dear saints
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
i think it is important to note that not all Israel are the seed of Abraham so not all Jews will be Saved and also like sis Do
rcas said, the blessings are with conditions. There also remains a distinct destiny or work which God must do for Israel (i
n her state of being Saved that is) and Jews (who are Saved) which can't be done through Gentiles. There is no distincti
on between Jew and Gentile as far as Salvation goes but just as surely as the destiny which God has written for me can'
t be fulfilled by say sister Dorcas, those things which pertain to Israel can't be fulfilled by Gentiles. There are some things
yet which haven't been fulfilled such as in Zechariah, the cutting off of 2/3 of the Jews and the purification of the remaind
er, the destruction of Damascus in Isaiah 14 as it pertains to the restoration of Israel to her former borders not the sliver
of land she is on now. The original land extends all the way to Damascus. This means that the Ezekiel 36 planting of Isr
ael in the land has yet to be fulfilled. bro Katz spoke about this in some of his sermons and wrote of this also. If we read
Ezekiel 36 we can see that there are some things about Israel now which haven't been fulfilled yet.
Grace and Peace is ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/8/9 11:21
Quote:
-------------------------hmm...I don't know about the non-jewish tone to Revelation...I have read no commentary on Revelation (not even the notes on the
bottome of my study Bibles...yet :) ) I believe it is a Jewish book b/c the language...
-------------------------

I understand what you mean, but we must remember that the Bible itself is a 'Jewish book' in that it's human writers wer
e themselves Jewish. Also, take Matthew and Hebrews for a second. Those are were no doubt written for a Jewish aud
ience, but this does not mean that we ignore these books, no we embrace them because they were written for us as well
. Revelation may have a Jewish writer (John) and contain Jewish language, but no doubt this book was written for Chris
tians.

Quote:
-------------------------and some of the promises (fulfilled) refered to in Revelation were promises made to the Jews and not the church (although we will t
ake part in them as we have been grafted in, but we (the Church) are by no means the Israel the promises were given to back in the OT).
-------------------------

We must be very cautious about how we use certain words. For example, you said that some "promises were made to t
he Jews and not the church." This is misleading. First, in the OT times the Jews were known as "God's chosen." In the
NT, the church is known as "God's chosen." Here is my point, the promises God made where to His chosen people (wh
o in OT times were the Jews) and the fulfillment of those promises are to His chosen people (who in NT times are the ch
urch) There has always been and will always be one people of God. In the OT, the Jewish people were called "...a king
dom of priests and a holy nation." (Exodus 19:6) In the NT, Christians (both Jews and Gentiles) are called "...a chosen r
ace, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him w
ho called you out of darkness into his marvelous light." (1 Peter 2:9)
This is not replacement theology, this is fulfillment theology. The promises were made to the chosen.

Quote:
-------------------------And from the Biblical interp. study courses I am taking and books I am reading would confirm by the usage of language that Rev. w
ould be Jewish book.
-------------------------

May I ask which study courses you are taking and which books you are reading? As a person who once believed in a pr

Page 8/118

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Gentile Tribulation Question

etrib rapture, I would encourage you to read that book by Hank Hanegraff I posted about.
God Bless.
Re: Jay Saved - posted by Provost, on: 2007/8/9 11:32
I've read
hermeneutics by Virkler
Protestant Bib...by Ram
Interp. Bible ...Mickelson
Knowing Scripture...Sproul
Interp Holy Scripture...Dunnett
Also listened to the Herm. Course on Biblical Training and started one on another webite 3bible.com
I really really am trying to learn how to read Scripture with few presuppositions...
Also are there any other books like Hanks. I have listened to him a bunch but lately his arrogance and pride beams lou
der than his words, and I can't handle it. I read his Christianity in Crisis and was blessed. But upon listening to him (in th
e last two weeks even) his arrogance really really urks me. I am open to listening to any stand point or view, but I prefer
to listen to people who shine like Christ, and it is of my opinion that Mr. Hannegraff seemed to have abandoned the hum
ble nature of Christ
In Him
Thom
Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/8/9 12:19
I understand what you mean about the humble nature of Christ. I personally have not listened to many Bible Answer
Man programs and do not personally see an arrogance in Mr. Hanegraaff, I do understand that some bible teachers give
off an 'I know more than you do' attitude.
Try
(http://www.amazon.com/s/102-9906651-7724115?ieUTF8&tagmozilla-20&indexblended&link%5Fcodeqs&field-keyword
sgary%20demar&sourceidMozilla-search) Gary DeMar.
Also, I have not read Knowing Scripture by Sproul, but I have heard that it is a great book to help understand scripture a
nd its various forms. Basically, we read the Bible as we would any other book. A narrative section should be read literal
ly, a prophesy section should be read to understand the symbols, etc.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question - posted by UniqueWebRev (), on: 2007/8/9 12:52
Quote:
------------------------Provost wrote:
I was talking to a brother who was telling me that no gentiles will be saved during the Trib. Now I know that Revelation is a Jewish book, the Church is
rarely mentioned after the first five chapters. But I not only do not see his view in Scripture, but I see Scripture that I believe contradict this mans theor
y (Revelation 7). SO I was just wondering where this view is found?
-------------------------

Thom,
I believe it was started simply because of the statement that the Prophecies say specifically that a remnant of Israel will
survive the Trib.
Consequently, by rather blind assumption, they believe that no one else does.
In actuality, there will be many gentiles who do not believe who make it through to the Millenium. Some will simply take o
ne look at Governmental control, and go into the deep forests, and survive...that is why so many are survivalists today...
many have been to church, may have heard the views, may not believe in Christ, but won't submit to a government.
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But everyone becomes a believer in Jesus at the end of the Trib, when they see Him, in all His Glory, accompanied by al
l of us.
Unfortunately, a lot of the survivors will have the mark, and be seperated out at the Lambs/Goats judgement.
Although I believe everyone must come to their own belief about the end of days, I myself have become a Pre-wrath beli
ever.
If any Christians, whether Jew or Gentile by birth, make to the time just before the Vial judgements, it is my belief that Je
sus will pull us out at that time, because the last thing He wants is a lot of tried and true believers, who survived the devil
's machinations, and still believed, to enter into the Millenium.
For that, He needs only a remnant, and whatever gentile stragglers come out of the hills when all the shooting is over. T
hose with the mark...well, they won't be around very long.
Blessings,
Forrest
Re: - posted by Eli_Barnabas (), on: 2007/8/9 14:18
It seems that whenever Christians deal with the subject of Israel they always tend to lean toward two extremes.
On the one hand we have Replacement Theology, which says the Church has replaced Israel's position totally so that all
promises (only the good ones) given to Israel apply now to the Church. Israel is seen as purely spiritual and no longer p
hysical.
The other extreme is to reject Replacement Theology and embrace Dispensationalism, which basically makes Israel and
the Church two completely separate entities without any relation to each other in respect to promises and destinies. This
is just as false as Replacement Theology.
The truth is there is BOTH a grafting in of the Gentiles into the root of Abraham which makes the Church both Jew and
Gentile without distinction, and there is also Israel as a physical nation to whom God still has a covenant with that He int
ends to keeps. I believe the confusion comes when we think that all Israel was cast off. The Bible doesn't say this, it rath
er says that SOME OF THE BRANCHES were cast off. Paul was living proof that God had not finished with His people,
physical Israel. Some of them had rejected Jesus (most of them) but not all of them, and in doing so this enabled the Ge
ntiles to be grafted into the commonwealth of Israel. God's covenant still remains with physical Israel, when those who h
ave been cut off will once again be grafted BACK INTO the same root from which they were cut and to which the Gentile
s are enjoying: the Church. In the end, all Israel will be saved, and the Church will be complete, one new man in Christ J
esus.
So it is not one extreme or the other. There is the Church consisting of Jews and Gentiles with no racial distinction; this i
s the Israel of God, which is the household of faith. But there is also physical Israel, the nation, to which God's covenant
still stands. When Jesus Christ returns He will pour out the Spirit of grace and supplication upon THIS nation, and so all I
srael shall be saved.
God bless,
-Eli
The Two Marriages of Heaven ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/9 15:57

i thank God i don't struggle with this conflict of Israel vs. Christian ... :-P
The way i see it is as the two marriges of heaven ... God the Father's marriage to Israel, as outlined in the OT from
Genesis to Malachi toward the birthing of their Son Jesus Christ into the world that he may become the Lamb slain
before the founding of the world as means to taking away the sins of even the gentiles in fulfilment of God's promise to
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Abraham ...
Gen.26
And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy se
ed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.
i'm sure Abraham had no idea that this promise over mellenia would entail his begetting numbering as the stars of heave
n, seeds of both natural (Israel) and spiritual (Christians including so called Messianic Jews) sons and daughter who wo
uld become heirs to the promise God the Father gave him ...
Seems this marriage has it's ups and downs along the corridors of time ... God the Father is always faithful to her, she n
ot so much to Him to the point that He had Hosea written to tell us how He feels about her adulteries, with this one outst
anding point made clear in the culmination of the book: God the Father doesn't believe in divorce, and that tells me that
even after Christ came into His ministry and upset their apple cart to the point that they really went left field on Him, He's
still not thru with her in that the Bible shows us He's still dealing with, and protecting her, even after the 1,000 year reign
of Christ when satan is released once more, and he makes a bee-line (via many of the same nations that hate them eve
n now) straight toward them again! ...
How any saint today can believe that Israel has been replaced by us the Church in it's marriage to God the Father is bey
ond me, as we as Christians (including so called Messianic Jews) are not God the Father's Bride - but God the Son's - w
e whom even Christ said His Father GAVE TO HIM ... And then there is the glaring WARNING of Romans 11 to we (Chr
istians) who are grafted in, even to the mind blowing explanation (which admittedly is as much beyond my spiritual grasp
of understanding as Romans 9) that God darkened Israels spiritual senses so that we could even be grafted in in the firs
t place ..
Rom.11
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own concei
ts; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
This phrase really sticks out to me "wise in your own conceits (excessive appreciation of one's own worth or virtue)" ...
OUCH!!!

Here's a link to an article that i think very informative on this subject ...
The Seed of Abraham: Children of the Covenants
http://www.awarenessministry.org/abraham.htm
which at it's end includes this very simple yet ointed statement ... "Let Israel be Israel and the Church be the Church"
.

Quoted from: Conclusion ...
"The controversy between the two polarized theologies of "Replacement" and "Continuation" can be resolved. Let Israel
be Israel and the Church be the Church. There is no conflict. We must permit the Old Testament prophecies concerning
Israel to apply to both the Christian Church and the nation of Israel. This is Abraham's dual posterity, it is his natural and
spiritual seed coexisting in the earth. God will, in due process, bring them both into His perfect will. Does God want His n
atural seed to become spiritual seed? Of course He does. Will it happen? We have God's word on it"
"...blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: a
s it is written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my cov
enant unto them, when I shall take away their sins" (Romans 11:25-27).
God works uniquely with the nation of Israel as with no other nation on earth. The Church must accept this, seek to unde
rstand it and assume its proper role in the divine strategy of their restoration and redemption.
God does not love the Jewish people beyond other nations of the earth. However, the Church must be a channel throug
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h which the Jewish people will receive the "mercy" which has been so long denied them by the nations of the world:
"Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy" (Romans 11:31 KJV).
As the tide of world opinion flows against the Jews, the Christian believer must stand in the gap and compensate for our
failures of the past to do so.
The spiritual seed of Abraham are under obligation to bless the natural seed. It was the Jews who blessed the nations wi
th God's plan of salvation. Jesus said:
"...for salvation is from the Jews" (John 4:22 NIV).
There is a sense in which Abraham was the father of salvation because Christ was the seed of Abraham. The Covenant
of Abraham and the Covenant of Grace constitute God's redemptive plan.
The good news is that a fresh awakening to truth is taking place and many believers are getting a new vision of God's co
venantal relationship to the Jewish people and the nation of Israel. If the Church must emphasize a "Replacement Theol
ogy" let it be one which declares the prophetic "re-placement" of all their land into the hands of its rightful owners, the Je
ws. Ultimately we shall rejoice to see both the land and the people restored to the eternal purposes of God and to partici
pate in the full and complete reconciliation between Israel and the Church, Abraham's natural and spiritual seed (Ephesi
ans 2:14). This is what God is working to achieve. LET US WORK WITH HIM. So who are "THE SEED OF ABRAHAM?"
Can there be any doubt?"

Questions for Bro. Ironman? ... ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/9 16:02

Yo Doc you wrote;
"i think it is important to note that not all Israel are the seed of Abraham so not all Jews will be Saved "
--- When you say "not all Israel are the seed of Abraham" are you talking about by lineage, or the actual make up of the
present day nation of Israel? ... and when you say "so not all Jews will be Saved" how do you stack your statement up
against ...
Rom.
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that bli
ndness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodlin
ess from Jacob:
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
This latter question i ask because i've really never understood this "saving" passage especially, and by your statement y
ou seem to have some insight that escapes me ... It doesn't seem that you think God the Father is saying this saving of I
srael to be literally to every man, woman and child from time in memorial as i don't either because surely a Jew who reje
cts Christ now and dies is bound for hell just like everyone else, so do you think this is for a future God appointed time fr
om when it arrives every Jew shall be saved from then on, or do you think the passage is just figurative? ...
Bottom line ... What's your take on this passage? --PS - Anyone else is welcome to comment, i just posed the ?'s to bro. Ironman because of his statement ...
Blessings in Christ Jesus all! ...
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Re: Questions for Bro. Ironman? ... ... - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/8/9 16:08
Quote:
-------------------------and there is also Israel as a physical nation to whom God still has a covenant with that He intends to keeps.
-------------------------

Which covenant is that? It cannot be the covenant made with Abraham because that was made to Abraham and his Se
ed--which is Christ. Everyone who is in Christ is a child of Abraham and a heir of the promise. (Gal. 3).
It cannot be the New Covenant because that is through Jesus Christ as well.
There is no other covenant. Search the scriptures, God has no 'other covenant' with the nation of Israel.
Re: - posted by Eli_Barnabas (), on: 2007/8/9 16:51
JaySaved,
You've forgotten that God made two covenants with Abraham... actually, one when he was yet Abram, and the other
when he was Abraham.
The covenant I am talking about that still stands today is the land covenant to which God promised Abraham and He has
never broken it nor ever will break it with the nation of Israel. See in Psalm 105:8-11,
"He hath remembered his covenant forever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations.
Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;
And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant:
Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance."
This covenant stands today. If you are saying otherwise, then God has broken His word, which is impossible. There was
no condition on this covenant. He promised it, He will fulfill it, forever.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/9 17:21
Eli said
Quote:
-------------------------This covenant stands today. If you are saying otherwise, then God has broken His word, which is impossible. There was no conditio
n on this covenant. He promised it, He will fulfill it, forever.
-------------------------

Isn't this mentioned in the verses I quoted from Ezekiel 11?
17 Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countri
es where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.
18 And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations there
of from thence.
19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, an
d will give them an heart of flesh:
20 That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, an
d I will be their God.
21 But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompen
se their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD.

While you say it isn't conditional - and didn't seem to be when it was given to Abraham, it was, neverthelss given to Abra
ham because he believed God.
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And so, God has not really changed the terms of fulfilling it.
But, the people, by ceasing to believe Him have disenfranchised themselves of receiving the fulfilment of this promise while yet in unbelief.
After all, unbelief is why the Hebrews didn't enter the land after Egypt the first time....
Isn't it?
Re: - posted by Eli_Barnabas (), on: 2007/8/9 18:10
Hi Linn,
This Scripture from Ezekiel is a millennial promise, which will be fulfilled when Jesus returns to turn again the backslidde
n Jewish nation. The Church today only has a foretaste of the fulfillment of this prophesy. It also said elsewhere that no
one will need to say "Know the Lord" because everyone will know Him. This has not been fulfilled yet, but will be fulfilled
once Israel as a nation is redeemed and the knowledge of God fills the whole earth.
I don't see faith as a condition for earning anything but, maybe for simply receiving it. For instance, a father might tell his
little son that he just bought a whole bucket of ice-cream and it is sitting in the kitchen just waiting to be devoured... the b
oy didn't do anything to earn it, the father did this unconditionally because he loves the child. But if the son doesn't believ
e then he won't go into the kitchen and eat it. So the GIVING of the ice-cream is entirely free and unconditional, but the b
oy's RECEIVING of it is dependent upon his faith in his father's truthfulness. So in this sense I do not see faith as a cond
ition or a work required for salvation, or God's covenant. However, without faith we do not inherit the promises for the ob
vious reason.
But remember that God's covenant is with the nation of Israel, and though a whole generation of individuals fell in the de
sert, God did not break covenant with the nation. I believe that even Israel's blindness and unbelief, when removed, will
be a sovereign act of God and not something that they themselves accomplished.
Hope that makes sense,
-Eli
Reply to Sis Dorcas ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/9 18:33

Sis Dorcas you wrote ...
After all, unbelief is why the Hebrews didn't enter the land after Egypt the first time....
Isn't it? ...

--- Amen - that generation did'nt ... But once they had died off the new generation after did ...
Didn't they? ...

i truly believe that many a saint may be most sincere in their beliefs about these arguments against the Jews, as i also
believe them to stem out of as God Himself said via Paul a perhaps misguided, but nevertheless "conciet" ...
i won't argue with anyone who still wants to discard Israel as still importand to God the Father, because if Romans 11
can't get thru the blindness nothing i say ever could ... That would be as futile as continuing to debate the reason for this
thread in the first place, past Rev. 7 ... Apparently such "replacement" thinking had already cropped up it's ugly vileness
straight from the pit of hell in Paul's time, and so God the Father had to address it directly ...
Lord God a pastor once prayed a similar prayer for me when i couldn't see past what Scripture was obviously s
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aying and You granted it ... So i'm asking You to please knock the scales from anyone's eyes regarding this mat
ter in the reading of the following passages which You inspired the Apostle Paul to write ... In the precious nam
e of Jesus, and by power and might of Holy Spirit i petition ... Amen ...
How much plainer can this be? ...
Rom. 11
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that bl
indness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodlin
ess from Jacob:
For this is my COVENANT unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, THEY ARE BELOVED
FOR THE FATHER'S SAKE.
FOR THE GIFTS AND CALLING OF GOD ARE WITHOUT REPENTANCE.

You keep putting the onus of the covenant being kept on Israel and their treatment of God, when the onus of the covena
nt is on God Himself because of His choosing them in the first place ...
To me Israel's condition is not much different than Rom. 9 to we saints as being predestined and called ... Is this predisti
nation based on the onus of how we willeth, or runneth, or is it based on God that sheweth mercy to whomever He pleas
es, however He pleases to His own glory? ...

Rom.9
For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have co
mpassion.
So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.
For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in t
hee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.
Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.
Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will?
Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou
made me thus?
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour
?
What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of w
rath fitted to destruction:
And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory,
Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?

Is God the Father finished with the Jew, with Israel? ... According to Romans 11, and the fact that the events of the Reve
lation yet future is still hinged on them, i'd say scripture says no ...
I'm done ... As i said ... it don't get no plainer than the following ...

Rom.11
I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of th
e tribe of Benjamin.
God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he ma
keth intercession to God against Israel, saying,
Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life.
But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bow
ed the knee to the image of Baal.
Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.
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And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it n
o more grace: otherwise work is no more work.
What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest we
re blinded
(According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears t
hat they should not hear;) unto this day.
And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling block, and a recompence unto the
m:
Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.
I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come
unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.
Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how m
uch more their fulness?
For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:
If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some of them.
For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from
the dead?
For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches.
And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and w
ith them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree;
Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.
Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in.
Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:
For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.
Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if
thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.
And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again.
For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good
olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree?
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own concei
ts; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob:
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for t
he fathers' sakes.
For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief:
Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.
For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.
O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and
his ways past finding out!
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counseller?
Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?
For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Re: Questions for Bro. Ironman? ... ... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/9 20:26
bro Rahman
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved. AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------When you say "not all Israel are the seed of Abraham" are you talking about by lineage, or the actual make up of the present day na
tion of Israel? ... and when you say "so not all Jews will be Saved" how do you stack your statement up against ...
-------------------------
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it is both. Not everyone who is called a Jew is a child of the Promise that God made to Abraham. To be a Jew in the sen
se of the Promise is something beyond what we see in modern Jewry even from when Christ came. The makeup of Isra
el as she is now includes some of the children of the Promise and some which are not. There is Election among the Jew
s also unto Salvation.so it is not every man, woman and child who is a Jew that will be Saved but rather those Elected.
from Romans 9
6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 7 Neither,
because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 8 That is, The
y which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are count
ed for the seed.
now for the scripture you quoted, the reference is to all those of Israel who had been Elected to Salvation much like how
the word says that God wishes all men to be Saved and so he tarries and this is a reference to the Elect and the bringin
g in of every Soul called to Salvation. In this sense then ALL Israel (every man woman and child Elected to Salvation) wil
l indeed be saved because not one soul among the Elect (Jew or Gentile) will be lost. we know the scriptures are literal c
oncerning this and i believe this view of seeing that not all are Abraham's seed of the Promise (not all are ISrael that are
of Israel) but of those that are (the seed of the Promise) all Israel will be Saved as you brought up.
hope that clears it up.
Grace and Peace is ours in Jesus.AMEN.

i hope that answers you question
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2007/8/9 20:29
The children of Abraham were a separate segment of Hebrews that saw spiritually as King David did.
There was a different segment of the Hebrews that lived in Judea that believed in works and self righteousness in the ti
me of Christ and they crucified our Lord.
Jerusalem built on Holy Mount Zion was the great spiritual Babylonian whore that killed the Prophets and our Christ and
was totally destroyed as Our Lord prophesied.
So the question I pose to each of you, are you ministering to The Body Of Christ and teaching the laws of The kingdom
of God, or have you rejected the Chief Conner Stone and teaching works and the same self righteousness confusion th
at is being taught in Synagogues and Mosques.
Eddie
Matthew 21
40. When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen?
41. They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandme
n, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons.
42. Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is beco
me the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?

Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/9 20:49
Re: Reply to sis Dorcas

Hi Rahman,
First Rahman, I thought you and I are on the same page...? 8-)

Page 17/118

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Gentile Tribulation Question

Quote:
---------------------------- Amen - that generation did'nt ... But once they had died off the new generation after did ...
Didn't they?
-------------------------

Of course, but this is figurative in several ways of truth which all Christians should be grasping early on in their walk with
God. (Of course it is real time history, but, so is the Christian life... ;-) )
For instance, the first birth is superseded by the second birth - the older is superseded by the younger. The Hebrews le
ft with Egypt in their hearts, carrying Egyptian idols and Egypt killed them in the wilderness because they wouldn't give it
up whole heartedly.
Whereas today, when we leave Egypt and cross the red sea, we are redeemed as they were - their and our enemies are
actually destroyed in reality. But, by the time we've wandered through our own wilderness, either we have co-operated
with God in allowing sin to be killed off in us through obedience, or we die there, also never to enter the land of promised
freedom. And plenteous eternal life which was signified in the Jordan's being in flood when it parted to them, symbolisin
g the outpouring of the Spirit, (through which we obtain ultimate victorious possesion). There are many pictures one cou
ld pick out, of which these are samples.
If you check out what God did in the OT, He chose individual men and promised to bless their descendants similarly only
if the descendants continued as their forefather.
God never promised anything to Israel which Israel kept completely. That's why He is always promising not to destroy th
em all, which is His prerogative as you mention from Romans.
I don't disagree. But, there is nowhere in scripture that Israel the nation is let off the hook of compliance with God's term
s.
If they break the covenant He offers them, it sets Him free to revise the terms of the next covenant. And this He does.
Because He is God, and He is just, and He always had a best one lined up for them. Jesus.
I realise it's popular to determine some of these promises on the nation of Israel separately from faith and separately fro
m the Church, but I don't see it. I see Israel as His intended bride, who unless she makes herself ready on His terms, wi
ll be rejected in the end.
I honestly believe it's not a mistake that Paul wrote
Romans 4
11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcis
ed: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imp
uted unto them also:
12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that fait
h of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.
13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but
through the righteousness of faith.

Please read v 13 slowly. Do you see these two things.... that Abraham through the righteousness of faith (that's the first)
was promised by God that he would be 'heir of the world' (that's the second)?

So, when in the OT there is a promise of calling the Israelites back to 'the land' there is a sense that either the land of Isr
ael is going to be the 'whole earth', or, that people who come to faith - wherever they are in the world - and whether they
are gentile or Jew\Israel - is where (geographically) they will inherit God.
Having said that, I do see the centrality of Jerusalem in many prophecies, and this was not lost on Paul. But, look again
at Exodus 19
4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself.
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Note that God was under the impression He had brought Israel to Himself. He knew that Israel (Jacob) had so wanted
His blessing, that he'd bartered it away from its original owner. Did Israel's descendants want God enough to receive th
e same gift out of God's bounty to Jacob?
5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me ab
ove all people: for all the earth is mine:
If I could just stop there: at that time, what did 'because all the earth is mine' have to do with anything.... except what Pa
ul picks up on.... perhaps that there would have been more land for an obedient people who had multiplied as the sand o
n the seashore etc.
6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto th
e children of Israel.
7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words which the LORD c
ommanded him. 8 And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do.
Now, that covenant they broke. Can we agree?
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/9 22:08

Brother Eli,
I think you know I love you very much. Please bear this in mind all the while that I disagree with your analysis here.
In fact, I didn't find this post till after I'd ansswered the next one. I don't think it makes any difference that I've posted
them in the right order, but this one is short because I'd said much in the next... Clear... ? Great... :-)
Eli said, Dear Linn
Quote:
-------------------------This Scripture from Ezekiel is a millennial promise, which will be fulfilled when Jesus returns to turn again the backslidden Jewish n
ation. The Church today only has a foretaste of the fulfillment of this prophesy. It also said elsewhere that no one will need to say "Know the Lord" bec
ause everyone will know Him. This has not been fulfilled yet, but will be fulfilled once Israel as a nation is redeemed and the knowledge of God fills the
whole earth.
-------------------------

Again, I believe that promise in Ezekiel is of the New Covenant, (see Hebrews) which has been fully operational to those
who receive Him, since Jesus Christ fulfilled His work on the cross, in the grave, and in returning to heaven, sending us t
he Holy Spirit.

Quote:
-------------------------I don't see faith as a condition
-------------------------

Well, God certainly does. This could lead to another discussion about how to define faith, but in general, I take it to be t
hat we believe God when He speaks to us. Jesus was regularly irritated by Israel's lack of faith, and because of it, could
not do certain things for them.
I didn't intend any concept of 'earning' in my use of the word faith, as I don't consider myself to have faith of my own mak
ing. God creates faith in me by speaking to me. God was creating faith in Israel when He spoke to them. They did beli
eve - enough to ask Him to stop speaking to them. Which He graciously granted.
But, this was not a good start to their relationship with the God who had brought them to Himself, and their possible rece
ption of a land of their own (separate from Egypt). And we know what happened after that...

Quote:
-------------------------remember that God's covenant is with the nation of Israel,
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-------------------------

The Old Covenant was. The New Covenant is between the Father and the Son. This is what makes it imperative for Je
w and gentile alike to be joined to the Son, and become sons of the Father. This is how believers become partakers of t
he divine nature according to the exceedingly great and precious promises made by Jesus, (many... much recorded in J
ohn's gospel), which Peter calls a more sure word of prophecy.
To link the fulfilment of the New Covenant to the fortunes of physical Israel apart from faith in Christ, is far off what I find
in the Book.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/9 22:11
Eli wrote
Quote:
-------------------------The truth is there is BOTH a grafting in of the Gentiles into the root of Abraham.
-------------------------

I don't agree that the root is Abraham.
This was something the Jews used to justify their sin to themselves - not that Abraham was not justified by faith. But, in
Romans, Paul is careful to point out that the promises were through Isaac, the child of promise, and through Jacob befor
e he had been born. We can't ignore this.
Nor can we ignore the references to the Root and Branch relating Jesus to the house of David, of Judah. Nor how Mose
s was a Levite, whose brother Aaron became a priest under a new code of religious ritual instituted by God in the desert.
So, when Jesus became our great High Priest in the principle footsteps all Israel could recognise, nevertheless, He was
of Judah technically, yet again God showing us how He reserves the right to move the goalposts according to a pattern
of thinking higher than ours. In other words, it's not that simple.
Abraham was the father of faith, because he believed while he was still a gentile. The seal of his faith with God, was cir
cumcision, but only those who had both the heart of faith and the circumcision to prove it, are counted worthy to receive
the rewards. (Rom 2:29) By this stage we see that worthiness is not to do with law-keeping, but with faith in Jesus Chris
t.

Quote:
------------------------- which makes the Church both Jew and Gentile without distinction, and there is also Israel as a physical nation to whom God still ha
s a covenant with that He intends to keeps.
-------------------------

Now, this is the everlasting covenant He made with them, which was fulfilled by Jesus.

Quote:
-------------------------I believe the confusion comes when we think that all Israel was cast off. The Bible doesn't say this, it rather says that SOME OF TH
E BRANCHES were cast off. Paul was living proof that God had not finished with His people, physical Israel. Some of them had rejected Jesus (most
of them) but not all of them, and in doing so this enabled the Gentiles to be grafted into the commonwealth of Israel.
-------------------------

I'm going to be very pernickerty in my comment here, because I think we need to be constantly checking that what we th
ought the scripture said, is what it still says and means. I understand how you came to make this statement, but, it is not
quite what Ephesians 2 says:
12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the coven
ants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:
OK. So, 'at that time' refers to the time before the commonwealth of Israel coming to be defined as those of Israel who
know Christ. And no gentiles had yet been admitted directly into Christ by faith.

So far so good?
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Please tell me if not....

under the law.
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
Note again that nighness to God is defined in terms of 'the blood of Christ'.
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;

Quote:
-------------------------God's covenant still remains with physical Israel,
-------------------------

As we have seen from Ephesians, only through 'the blood of Christ'.
As we see from Hebrews, the Old Covenant was put to bed by Jesus Christ, whose is the blood of the New Covenant, u
nder which all believers are granted to 'know the Lord' and have the laws of God written in their hearts and minds.

This is also clear from Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, who are chided for their carnality, despite being abundantly gif
ted through their baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Quote:
-------------------------when those who have been cut off will once again be grafted BACK INTO the same root from which they were cut
-------------------------

Again, no. They must be grafted into the death of Christ, to qualify for being grafted into the olive tree.
I cannot believe the olive tree is the Jewish nation for many reasons - some above. The root of the olive tree is Christ (w
ho was Jewish by His first birth in the flesh AND Jewish by circumcision of His heart in the Spirit), and so of course He is
their 'natural' olive tree. But, He took Jewish flesh to the cross with gentile flesh equally, and all must now be born again
to be part of that olive.
Branches which were cut off and died before they believed will be gathered into the fire to be burned. Sadly. Every risin
g generation of young Jews can claim potential right to be grafted into the olive tree; since all are born in unbelief (Jews
and gentiles alike), and all must come through the same Saviour. The only (or main) advantage to a Jew nowadays, ma
y be to have been nurtured in a knowledge of the word of God.
But even then, (as for Christians), this written word is often presented inadequately and not according to revelation by th
e Holy Spirit.

Quote:
-------------------------and to which the Gentiles are enjoying: the Church. In the end, all Israel will be saved, and the Church will be complete, one new m
an in Christ Jesus.
-------------------------

'all Israel' can refer only to those who have found faith in Christ. As long as that's what you mean and not that every Jew
will believe, I'm with you on this last point. 8-)
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Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/8/9 23:57
Eli wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------You've forgotten that God made two covenants with Abraham... actually, one when he was yet Abram, and the other when he was
Abraham.
-------------------------

Any and all promises/covenants made to Abram/Abraham were made to him and to His Seed. Not Seeds, but Seed whi
ch is Christ. (Gal 3:15-16)
Also, the land was just a foretaste of a better land. The area of Palestine is not the fulfillment of the promise, but a temp
orary stay. Look at Hebrews 11
13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, an
d having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear tha
t they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have h
ad opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not asham
ed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
Re: - posted by Eli_Barnabas (), on: 2007/8/10 1:22
I realize I need to be more clear. My apologies.
Linn, let's just look at Ezekiel 11 again in context:
"Eze 11:17 So tell them, 'This is what the Almighty LORD says: I will bring them together from the nations and gather th
em from the countries where I've scattered them. I will give them the land of Israel.
Eze 11:18 They will come and remove all the disgusting and detestable things that are there.
Eze 11:19 I will give them a single purpose and put a new spirit in them. I will remove their stubborn hearts and give the
m obedient hearts.
Eze 11:20 Then they will live by my laws and obey my rules. They will be my people, and I will be their God."
Verse 17 reveals to us this whole passage is speaking about the final regathering of the scattered Jewish nation. This pa
ssage is also a parallel with Jeremiah 31:31-34 on the New Covenant. Yet the context in Jeremiah also has to do with th
e regathering and spiritual restoration of the entire nation.
It's here where I need to clarify myself though. Both of these passages are indeed speaking of the New Covenant which
we are in fact currently partaking of, as Hebrews 8:8 certifies. However, if I may, what I am saying is is that we are right
now not experiencing the fullness of this covenanted blessing, or else why would Jesus be required to return? There is s
till redemptive work to be done. I cannot agree that Ezekiel 11 has been fulfilled IN ITS FULLNESS because Israel as a
nation is still apostate as they are the primary subject of the prophecy. As Paul tells us in Romans 11, when the nation is
revived the world is revived; redeemed Israel shall usher in the millennial Kingdom. Only then will no man say "know the
Lord" for everyone shall know the Lord. This simply has not yet been fulfilled.
God is not done with His people. "Jacob is the lot of His inheritance." (Deuteronomy 32:9) It is important that we do not f
orget that the Gentiles have been grafted in so to provoke Israel to jealousy. This is one of the great mysteries of the B
ible. We Gentiles are currently experiencing the blessings of having the new heart of the New Covenant, but one day "all
Israel" shall be grafted BACK in to experience Jehovah's salvation as well. Thus the prophecy is only partially fulfilled.
I apologize for my poor explanation of faith and conditions... What I really wanted to emphasize was that the New Coven
ant is something that God does entirely on His own so that no man can boast. "I will... I will... I will..." is repeated by God
several times because under the Old Covenant we simply could not. The Law was our schoolmaster to point us to Christ
. Christ is the end of the Law for all who believe. Faith is a RELIEF from the Law, from works. Faith itself is not a "work".
Faith is resting from dead works. It's no longer "Do this and you shall live", but believe I have done it ALL. My fault for ex
plaining myself so poorly.
I love you too, sister. I'm just saying that to exclude the nation of Israel from the picture is to only see half the painting.
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I'm going to continue answering your second post in my next response. God bless!
-Eli
Butting in... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/10 1:35
sis Dorcas
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
Indeed sis D, Israel is not being let off the hook as far as compliance to the statutes of God. At the same time however,
that Israel transgresses (as do we in our own Covenant) gives God opportunity to show Mercy and extend Grace so this
can be said: from Ezekiel 36:
16 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 17 Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their
own land, they defiled it by their own way and by their doings: their way was before me as the uncleanness of a
removed woman. 18 Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the blood that they had shed upon the land, and
for their idols wherewith they had polluted it: 19 And I scattered them among the heathen, and they were disper
sed through the countries: according to their way and according to their doings I judged them. 20 And when the
y entered unto the heathen, whither they went, they profaned my holy name, when they said to them, These are
the people of the LORD, and are gone forth out of his land.21 But I had pity for mine holy name, which the hous
e of Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. 22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus
saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which ye hav
e profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. 23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned amo
ng the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, s
aith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 24 For I will take you from among the heat
hen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.
sis D, it's not about Israel complying so much in the final analysis, it's all about God and His Name's Sake. Sure there ar
e consequences for transgressions but ultimately it all rests on God. We would do well to seek Him on the Gravity of that
. Just like we transgress the statutes of this Covenant, we receive Mercy and Grace from on High for His own Name's S
ake and not our own. Incidentally Ezekiel 36 is yet to be fulfilled and that was a promise made to Israel. i believe that it s
peaks of Israel coming to the realization of Jesus as Messiah which will usher in the Promises which God has made con
cerning being restored to the land given Abraham, the rebuilding of the Temple for it's role in the end times and so on. In
that regard, Israel is not exempt from being Saved by Faith, that is the same Faith which Abraham had and so this is the
Truth of there being no Jew or Gentile in Christ. Now there remains a distinction in as much as there are things which G
od will work out through Israel and through the Gentiles which can't be done by the other group just like there are things
which God will do in your life and through your life which i can't do because i'm not you and vice versa. This is part of wh
y Paul said that we ought not boast against the branches (and i fear that part of this whole discussion under the guise w
hether we know it or not of trying to be dead on with scipture could boil down to boasting against the natural branches.)
because God is not yet done with Israel in terms of bringing the Elect from Israel to Salvation and fulfilling what He had
Purposed to do through Israel in and through their coming to Salvation.

Quote:
-------------------------I realise it's popular to determine some of these promises on the nation of Israel separately from faith and separately from the Churc
h, but I don't see it. I see Israel as His intended bride, who unless she makes herself ready on His terms, will be rejected in the end.
-------------------------

indeed it is and i have heard that sort of thing from bro Hagee and some others and it's wrong. Israel and the promises
made to her which remain unfulfilled await God working her over to bring her to Salvation. so it is not so much a matter o
f her preparing herself because she can't do it, it is God Himself who will make her ready.

Quote:
-------------------------So, when in the OT there is a promise of calling the Israelites back to 'the land' there is a sense that either the land of Israel is going
to be the 'whole earth', or, that people who come to faith - wherever they are in the world - and whether they are gentile or Jew\Israel - is where (geogr
aphically) they will inherit God.
-------------------------

Indeed there is a broader context to the calling back into the land beyond Israel being returned to the land, such is the N
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ature of Scripture. however let us not forget also that Israel also refers to Jewry specifically and that those promises God
made stand for them because if they don't, then we have no promise to lay claim to. by Jewry i am talking about those El
ected to Salvation.

Quote:
-------------------------Note that God was under the impression He had brought Israel to Himself. He knew that Israel (Jacob) had so wanted His blessing,
that he'd bartered it away from its original owner. Did Israel's descendants want God enough to receive the same gift out of God's bounty to Jacob?
-------------------------

i believe Jacob was the only owner of the blessing which was given him. Esau was rejected before the 2 of them could d
o anything so Esau gave away the blessing because God rejected him beforehand. i don't think Israel wanted God enou
gh to receive what Jacob did...however perhaps we ought to consider how much God wanted to give Israel what He had
given to Jacob?

Quote:
-------------------------Now, that covenant they broke. Can we agree?
-------------------------

they did, but so do we. The question i am concerned about is now, ok so we have broken the covenant and failed at hold
ing up our end of the bargain, will God fail at holding up His end? i suppose i place my hope that He will hold up His end
and be for me all that is required to hold up my end of it...after all only He is Sufficient for such things because He is Suff
iciency.
Grace and Peace is ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Seed, Seeds... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/10 1:55
bro Jay
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------Any and all promises/covenants made to Abram/Abraham were made to him and to His Seed. Not Seeds, but Seed which is Christ.
-------------------------

yes indeed, but is Christ not the firstborn among many sons? are we not co-heirs then with Him sharing in these Promis
es? the way i see it is that Israel remains with a distinct destiny which can only be fulfilled upon coming to Salvation in C
hrist, in that regard there is yet a distinction, but there is none as it pertains to Salvation hence Paul says there is neither
Jew nor Greek in Christ.

Quote:
-------------------------Also, the land was just a foretaste of a better land. The area of Palestine is not the fulfillment of the promise, but a temporary stay.
-------------------------

yes the land of Palestine was a foretaste of what God had promised in a sense, at the same time too, that land was pro
mised to Israel (which we are grafted into) so it is not excluded from the fulfilment of the promise but remains a part of it.
The context of the scipture you quoted bro, i believe is far broader than we perceive at present.Yes indeed those spoken
of in Hebrews awaited what God had prepared for them and the land was not the total fulfilment of that promise but it wa
s a part of it, they wanted the whole shabang which is the Heavenly City and the land on earth also because from Ezekie
l 36 on we see a placing back of Israel into the land and David ruling over them, that is Jesus Christ. So the Heavenly co
untry is not just Heaven as in Heaven up there but heaven on earth, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven? something to consider perhaps?
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of late our Lord has had me on this thing about the Manifold Nature of Scripture. Scripture is an interesting thing. it's cont
ext is not only immediate or pertaining to that instant but is Eternal because God is Eternal, this is why it never gets old a
nd lessons from ages past remain ever-relevant. The more i am quickened to this, the more i can see the many facets of
Truth which God has shown to you all and can put them together kinda like a big jigsaw puzzle to have a fuller view of w
hat the word of God is saying. i pray that makes sense brethren, these last few wks have been jaw-dropping for me in th
e Lord because of this. i see scipture in a different light...or lights as it were. Man to see the word from the Perspective of
the Father through His Holy Spirit is a whole different trip and it is only by His Grace and Mercy in spite of my constant b
ungling that i have found this spring...drinking deeply...
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: - posted by Eli_Barnabas (), on: 2007/8/10 2:03
Quote:
-------------------------I don't agree that the root is Abraham.
-------------------------

This also needs clarification. When I said the root was Abraham, I was referring to Galatians 3:6-9,
"Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Know ye therefore that they which a
re of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen th
rough faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they which
be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham."
I remember having a discussion about this very topic on Sermonindex about a year ago. The issue I am contending is th
at the root spoken of in Romans 11 is the Abrahamic promise, the blessing through Abraham, which is Christ. I think we
would agree it is Christ, but I'm only saying that the promise of Jesus Christ is that of the Abraham Covenant, and thus t
hat is what the root is. Therefore all those of faith are the children of Abraham, those who believe in Messiah. I'm pretty s
ure we agree on this point, it was a misunderstanding of wording... correct?
Romans 11:17 states that SOME of the branches were broken off. Verse 25 says that blindness IN PART has happened
to Israel. Back in verse 11 Paul makes it clear that they did not stumble that they should fall. Israel stumbled, but they w
ere not ground to powder (see Matthew 21:44). God is not through with the Jewish people, though some of them have st
umbled at Christ. The promises still remain toward them that they shall once again be grafted in (as a nation). Currently t
he Church, the Abrahamic root, is full of wild Gentile branches, but Israel, the natural branches, shall in the future be bro
ught into this glorious salvation originally promised to them. Then, when we are in Christ, we are one new man, neither J
ew nor Gentile.
I won't get into Ephesians 2 right now, but I see that Ephesians 2 strongly reaffirms what I have been saying. Verse 12 is
speaking to the Gentiles who were once alienated from the promises OF ISRAEL. If you flip the verse upside-down it ba
sically states that Israel indeed had Christ (as an anticipatory foreshadow), had the covenants of promise, had hope, an
d had God in this world (see also Romans 9:4-5). From this some of them have been temporarily cast out and the Gentil
es have been brought in to benefit from the root, but as the Scripture says they shall be grafted in again. The entire seco
nd chapter of Ephesians is a wonderful description of the Church, both Jew and Gentile, who make up the household of
faith, the habitation of God.
How shall the nation be saved? The same way we have been saved: through the blood of Jesus Christ alone. When sha
ll this be fulfilled? When they shall look upon Him whom they have pierced and mourn for Him as one mourns for an only
son on that great and final day of the Lord.
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Re: Gentile Tribulation Question - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2007/8/10 7:08

Hebrews 8
9. Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out
of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.
10. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws int
o their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:
11. And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall k
now me, from the least to the greatest.
12. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
13. In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to va
nish away.
What are the Biblical Lawyers arguing? That the Jews kept the covenant and should be restored to their land for the four
th time? Should God take the priesthood from His Son and give it to them?
No thanks. We believe the witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom the
y slew and hanged on a tree:

Christians are the celestial children of Abraham that The Seed blessed and the only Covenant in force to day was writte
n in the blood of the Son of God. We admit that we have no homeland and are seeking a city.
Those seeking to hold the children in bondage today need to enforce the covenants of works and sacrifice They would h
ave you return to a covenant of sacrifice, ministered by themselves to keep the meek and humble in bondage to mens tr
aditions in Col. 2:8, tradition refers to the arbitrary interpretations of the Jews but it applies today as well..
8. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of t
he world, and not after Christ.
9. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
10. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:
11. In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the
flesh by the circumcision of Christ:
12. Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath r
aised him from the dead.
13. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having
forgiven you all trespasses;
14. Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross;
15. And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.
16. Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabba
th days:
17. Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.
18. Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things
which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,
19. And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit tog
ether, increaseth with the increase of God.
20. Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subje
ct to ordinances,
21. (Touch not; taste not; handle not;
22. Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?
23. Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any ho
nour to the satisfying of the flesh.

Eddie
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Re: Seed, Seeds... - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/8/10 9:21
Ironman,
Quote:
-------------------------yes indeed, but is Christ not the firstborn among many sons? are we not co-heirs then with Him sharing in these Promises? the way
i see it is that Israel remains with a distinct destiny which can only be fulfilled upon coming to Salvation in Christ, in that regard there is yet a distinction
, but there is none as it pertains to Salvation hence Paul says there is neither Jew nor Greek in Christ.
-------------------------

Christ is the firstborn among many brethren and we are co-heirs sharing in these promises. But the promises were mad
e to Christ. We just share in the promises. Unbelieving Israel does not have a distinct destiny now that the New Coven
ant is here. In the OT times there were Gentiles and Jews, now there are unbelievers and believers.

Quote:
-------------------------yes the land of Palestine was a foretaste of what God had promised in a sense, at the same time too, that land was promised to Isr
ael (which we are grafted into) so it is not excluded from the fulfilment of the promise but remains a part of it. The context of the scipture you quoted br
o, i believe is far broader than we perceive at present.Yes indeed those spoken of in Hebrews awaited what God had prepared for them and the land
was not the total fulfilment of that promise but it was a part of it, they wanted the whole shabang which is the Heavenly City and the land on earth also
because from Ezekiel 36 on we see a placing back of Israel into the land and David ruling over them, that is Jesus Christ. So the Heavenly country is n
ot just Heaven as in Heaven up there but heaven on earth, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven? something to consider perh
aps?
-------------------------

Let's consider two places for a moment. First the land of Palestine. Second a new heaven and a new earth. How many
people do you know that would prefer Palestine? Palestine--while a literal place--is used as a symbol and a type of a be
tter land that is promised to Abraham and his Seed--which is Christ and all who are in Christ.
Reply To Bro Ironman 2 ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/10 10:39

Thanks Doc ...
i believe i've got the gist of this now ... our convo last nite was of the greatest help ... Thank You Lord Jesus! ...
:-D
Reply to Sis Dorcas 2 ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/10 10:45
Sis Dorcas you wrote ...
"First Rahman, I thought you and I are on the same page...? "

--- Forgive me sis but actually i think i shouldn't even had gotten involved in this ... It's way over my head all this talk of
covenants, and them being binding and/or non binding depending on what the second party (man) does ... i guess it'd be
easier for me to understand if the contracts we're between men and men, but when their between our perfect and infinite
God (The first party who presented the contracts in the first place, and whom on His end says they're everlasting), and
imperfect and finite men (The poor wretched second party whom He already knows is way lacking in being able to
uphold the bargain) that throws a curve at me that intellectually i can't grasp, but spiritually i can hold on to and believe
in anyway by faith ... i guess in my ignorance i expect more out of God in upholding His end of covenants than i do men
(tho God knows i try to do my part), because He's so much bigger and abler than me to keep them ... Only a loving God
would strike such a one sided (way more to our benefit it seems than to His) bargains with such wretches as ourselves
...
So bless God sis that you see us as being on the same page, because from my apparent lower position of
understanding on this subject i don't even see us as being in the same book :-P ... As with the little emotican you used
with the dark glasses, i guess you can see my eyes (where i'm coming from) on this subject - but i can't see yours ... So
...
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Lord God if i'm ignorant of something that i should know about what's being discussed on this thread then plea
se knock the scales from my eyes that i may see as clearly as sis Dorcas ... In the precious name of Jesus, and
by power and might of Holy Spirit i petition ... Amen ...
So no matter - because if all this is is a discussion, and not a concieted (excessive appreciation of one's own worth or vir
tue - usually at the expense of another) bashing, beat down, or a sort of standing on the neck of the beleguered Jew (Isr
ael) then i bow out, and will just follow the thread as it continues and learn, because the afore mentioned is my primary c
oncern ...
Rom.11: 11 - says: "I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fal
l salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy." ... What i pray for for myself (and all other s
aints) is that Christ will shine in me/us in such a way as to draw the Jew toward salvation in Him ... i think history shows
that we've done a pretty good job of provoking them to "anger" and "rejection", even amongst those now saved ...
Oh ... one last point that hit me ... You said;
"Note that God was under the impression He had brought Israel to Himself."

--- i don't think our all knowing God is ever under an "impression" ... i think that's our realm ... He always knows for sure .
..
Bless you sis in the wonderful light of our calling! ...
:knockedout:

the Eternal Context of Scripture...a well of Eternal Depth - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/10 12:55
bro Jay
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
you said in your last post:

Quote:
-------------------------Christ is the firstborn among many brethren and we are co-heirs sharing in these promises. But the promises were made to Christ.
We just share in the promises. Unbelieving Israel does not have a distinct destiny now that the New Covenant is here. In the OT times there were Gent
iles and Jews, now there are unbelievers and believers.
-------------------------

i would say that the promises being made to Christ are made to us also as we share in them with Him. Now the word se
ed could be singular or plural and i think it is important to consider that perhaps in the scripture concerning the promise it
is not one nor the other but both, Singular in that Christ is the one to whom the Promise is made but Plural also in that w
e share in it also at the same time. Something to consider perhaps?A broader Context than we may perceive?
The destiny of unbelieving Israel, that is those Jew which don't come to Christ is eternal damnation, end of story.i wasn't
talking about a unique Destiny for unbelieving Israel but for believing Israel. However, for those that are Elected by God t
o Salvation as we have been have a Destiny which God has written for them which involves the 144000 for example, the
temple and some other things which can't be fulfilled by us as Gentiles. it's along the same lines that you brother Jay ha
ve a Destiny written for you by God which can be fulfilled by you and not me and vice versa. We are both Saved by Grac
e yet our destinies remain distinct just as our experiences are unique and make us different.

Quote:
-------------------------Let's consider two places for a moment. First the land of Palestine. Second a new heaven and a new earth. How many people do y
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ou know that would prefer Palestine? Palestine--while a literal place--is used as a symbol and a type of a better land that is promised to Abraham and
his Seed--which is Christ and all who are in Christ.
-------------------------

bro Jay indeed Palestine is a type of something better which is to come and i see your point. do you see mine though th
at Palestine and the land given to Abraham is not separate from the Better Land but is a part of it. Heaven is not some p
lace in the wild blue yonder which we are waiting to go to, we are there even now in a real sense and yet in a real sense
we await His return to take us there. Paul says we are seated in Heavenly Places with Christ...not later on but now. i do
n't know exactly how many people would like Palestine now to be the fulfilment of this promise, i imagine it would be as
many as can make a bunch of money off of that. All the same the lands given Abraham will be given back to Israel as ful
filment of the Promise. The Better land is Heaven and earth, including where Israel is with the addition of Jordan Syria, L
ebanon and some others, not at this momement but soon enough. i would ask bro Jay, when we pray the "Our Father" w
hat does it mean to ask that His Kingdom come or His will be done on earth as in Heaven? that to me is a translation of
what is in the Heavens to the Earth so if the land of Heaven is ours, then isn't the earth ours also? didn't Christ say the
meek shall inherit the earth? it seems to me that whatever occurs in Heaven is translated on earth somehow and so if th
e Better land promised Abraham's Seed is Heaven, it is earth also. We see also that Christ will rule from Jerusalem for 1
000 yrs and all must pay homage to HIm there and come up for the appointed feasts lest He keeps rain from falling on th
ose lands which don't send envoys to the feasts. That is quite a literal thing.
i believe we ought to reckon with the Literal Nature of Scripture and by default assume things to be allegorical always, in
hindsight i have missed out on many things because of that assumption. Scripture is Manifold, being Literal and Allegori
cal in some instances but to understand the Allegory, we have to reckon with the Literal. This simultaneous duality of scr
ipture tends to fry our brains and leave us with this idea of it must be "either or" when it is both. We oft argue about the
meaning of certain scriptures as though we think we have the corner on the Truth without considering that perhaps my b
rother or sister is right also and that Scripture is Manifolf, not being restricted to 1 or 2 meanings but an Infinite number o
f meanings because the Author Himself is Inifinte and Infinity. There is a Jewish tradition i heard of which says each vers
e in scripture can be interpreted at least 360 different ways...we sometimes are bugging over 2 seemingly different mean
ings and yet there may be at least 358 more! all of a sudden when i see the posts here and differing viewpoints, i see m
ore and more that they are not necessarily wrong but different aspects of the Truth, testifying to the Manifold Nature of S
cripture as it's Author. by His Grace i see it and so my reading and understanding of the word has been Revolutionized a
nd so much has been opened up to me in a short period as a result.
drinking deeply...
Grace and Peace is ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: the Eternal Context of Scripture...a well of Eternal Depth - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/8/10 15:46
Quote:
-------------------------The destiny of unbelieving Israel, that is those Jew which don't come to Christ is eternal damnation, end of story.
-------------------------

I agree.

Quote:
-------------------------i wasn't talking about a unique Destiny for unbelieving Israel but for believing Israel.
-------------------------

Here is where we begin to separate. I understand that there is a difference between Jews and Gentiles just as there is a
difference between Males and Females. However, scripture is clear that when it comes to the promises of God 'there is
no distinction.'
Galatians 3:27-29
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slav
e nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are ChristÂ’s, then you are Abraha
mÂ’s offspring, heirs according to promise.
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Quote:
-------------------------However, for those that are Elected by God to Salvation as we have been have a Destiny which God has written for them which inv
olves the 144000 for example, the temple and some other things which can't be fulfilled by us as Gentiles.
-------------------------

It is interesting that you mentioned the 144,000 because I was just reading in The Apocalypse Code by Hank Hanagraaff
about this being the most misunderstood number in the bible. For example, Tim Lahaye says that these 144,000--exactl
y that number--are Jewish men who have not defiled themselves with women and have a visible mark on their foreheads
and are virgins.
From Hank's book:
"In truth, the number 144,000 excludes neither non-Jewish men nor women. Far from fixated on race and gender, the n
umber 144,000 is focused on relationship. It represents true Israel--not by nationality but by spirituality, not by circumcisi
on of the flesh, but by circumcision of the heart. Indeed, the 144,000 are "a great multitude that no one could count, fro
m every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb...the 144,000 and the gr
eat multitude are not two different peoples but two ways of describing the same purified bride. Literarily, the 144,000 an
d the great multitude are comparable to the Lion and the Lamb. Just as John is told about a Lion and turns to see a La
mb (Rev. 5:5-6), so he is told about the 144,000 and turns to see a great multitude (Rev 7). Thus, the 144,000 are to th
e great multitude what the Lion is to the Lamb, namely, the same entity seen from two different vantage points. From on
e vantage point, the purified bride is numbered; from another, she is innumerable--a great multitude that no one can cou
nt."
Also, why would there be anymore need of a Temple now that Christ has secured redemption? What kind of sacrifices
would be offered in a Temple since Christ was the atonement 'once for all'?
God bless.
Re: Reply to Sis Dorcas 2 ..., on: 2007/8/11 3:43
Hi Rahman,
You make me smile....

Quote:
-------------------------It's way over my head all this talk of covenants, and them being binding and/or non binding depending on what the second party (m
an) does ...
-------------------------

It's not as complicated as it sounds at first.
In the Old Testament, God's covenants - apart from the one with Noah - had a practical requirement, and man had to do\
practise his part.
It's true God told Abram what He had in mind for his descendents, but Abram was in relationship with Him. Abram belie
ved God's word. (=faith)
(Not to digress, but I believe there is biblical evidence that perhaps God was visible to Abram.... because He later told M
oses he wouldn't see Him any more.)
Anyway... moving on... after the law was given, there was a requirement to obey the law - which meant believing in God.
.. of course. A component of idolatry\unbelief accompanies all Israel's departures from His blessings.
Anyway, fast forward to the New Covenant, and it is, in character, different at its roots for two big reasons.
The first is, that God Himself undertook to fulfil both parts - His and ours.
Jesus, as the representative Man, both believed into it as our sacrifice-to-be, and died to end the law, that we may enter
God's grace forever through faith, and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit to enable us to live as He did.
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The second is, that gentiles are admitted to all its benefits without exception, on the same basis as Israel, namely, faith.

Is that glorious or not?

Therefore, while God is still deeply desiring that Israelites should believe into His New Covenant with them, gentiles who
believe are now included in the body of people who will receive the outworking of any blessings which had been waiting
for ethnic Israel.
The reframing of how those blessings will look, as reframed by Paul (mainly) but also Peter and John, either attracts Isra
el into a superlative spiritual relationship with Him, or repels him for its lack of earthly advantage.

Re: Gentile Tribulation question, on: 2007/8/11 3:56
Hi JaySaved,
I just wanted to say I believe it's slightly misleading to refer to an 'indistinct destiny for Israel', because all of Israel who
believe will be saved - but under the terms of the New Covenant only.
Their struggle is always, it seems, over whether to risk holding out for fulfilments of the Old as they understood it. That t
hey have this confusion at all, rests on what they are taught by their religious leaders to expect of the Old, these men bei
ng still in denial of the New.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/11 4:33
Dear Eli,
Thank you for your clarifications.
What I find lacking not only in your elucidation but those of everyone else who attempts to state that 'all Israel' will be
saved, is the other side of the Israel story, namely, their unbelief.
There is a continual and repetitive silence on all the Israelites also, who have not believed in Jesus - who will not be incl
uded in the 'all Israel' which will be saved.
Some of these people are alive today. Others will be alive in the future, but many have already passed.
This is exemplified by yourself above, in choosing to end your quote from Ezekiel at v 20.
Here is v 21
"But as for those whose hearts follow the desire for their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense thei
r deeds on their own heads," says the Lord GOD.

I believe this is just as much a part of the gospel as the other, because it is clear that the only people who will 'know the
Lord' are those who have entered His New Covenant.
Therefore, the term 'all Israel', refers to the completion of the Church.
In the light of v 21, it cannot mean anything else, even though the word was originally given to a 'Jewish' prophet. I don't
believe this separates mankind as much as some interpreters seem to be saying. It is this 'seem to be saying' which I a
m resisting continually.
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Looking at v 21 again, idolatry will always - although it need not prevent - people - any people - from turning to worship
God.
I don't think the specifics of 'detestable things' of which Ezekiel was aware, need be a restriction on including newer form
s of idolatry.
Also, the phrase 'on their own heads' reminds me of this from the New Testament:
Matthew 27:25
And all the people answered and said, "His blood be on us and on our children."
Acts 5
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them,
28 saying, "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your do
ctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!"

One has to remember that the council had taken responsibility for killing Jesus back when they did it, but even I am ama
zed by the speed with which they seek to deny it!

Another thing which perplexes me in the interpretations I keep hearing, is the futurism of them all, especially the idea the
re is going to be one last great revival-style turning of Jews to faith. Having said that, I don't dispute the possibility of th
ose living in Israel itself having such an occurence, but this must represent a very small number of all who could call the
mselves Jews worldwide.
I suppose I feel frustrated at the lack of lateral thinking - other centuries - other revivals (and so on) - because historically
, Jews have been finding Christ ever since the Church began. Amen.

You see, I'm happy to believe with those who find Christ, but I see no separate glorious end for 'Jews' outside of Him. T
hat's all.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/11 5:09
Re: Butting in...
IRONMAN said
Quote:
-------------------------it is God Himself who will make her ready.
-------------------------

Hi bro,
There is something very small which you are missing in your interpretation of scripture. That is, that Israel entered the N
ew Covenant with God on the day of Pentecost, and just like you are bringing up your children to know the Lord, so did t
hose Israelites who knew Him by the Spirit, bring up their children to know Him.
Subsequent generations of unbelieving Jews are faced with the truth Jesus spoke to Thomas, and that's hardly a burden
to them.
John 20
24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came...
27 Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into
My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing."
28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"
29 Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen
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and yet have believed."

Brother, I can hardly believe you've read the New Testament and still maintain Israel is yet to be saved.... What's going
on....???
OK. Let me say this also, that in my many conversations with a few Christians in the US, I find a degree of confusion be
tween the terms of the Old Covenant and the New. By this I mean that even born again brethren and sisters have an Ol
d Covenant attitude to... for instance... sin.
By now you may have read my reply to Rahman above. I believe that explanation of God keeping both sides of the New
Covenant, is a different solution to
Quote:
-------------------------The question i am concerned about is now, ok so we have broken the covenant and failed at holding up our end of the bargain, will
God fail at holding up His end?
-------------------------

than you one you offer, which is rooted in the sovreignty of God and doctrinally, (A sister in the Lord has told me that in t
he US one has to be on or the other of Calvin or Arminian - reminds me sadly of 1 Cor 1 and Paul's cry 'Is Christ divided
?') of a Calvinistic explanation.
But, it's the right answer from the wrong reasoning.... except inasmuchas if the death of Christ is not sovreignly sufficient
for the sin of the world, we are all lost!

So, if you see that Christ kept our 'end of the bargain' for us, you have understood the immensely significant difference b
etween the Old and the New Covenant.
Further, this leaves 'Israel' without excuse.
This is why Paul's arguments - that all must be concluded under sin - that keeping the law only makes us more of a sinn
er not less - matters so much.... because, Christ kept it for us ALL.
And therefore, those of us who have entered the New Covenant with God, are not free to sin, but rather are free from sin
, if we walk in the Spirit, not giving ourselves to 'the flesh'.

If you read Ephesians with all this in mind, you'll see that God is preparing His bride already, and on His own terms. We
do agree.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/11 5:25
Hi again Eli
You said
Quote:
-------------------------The issue I am contending is that the root spoken of in Romans 11 is the Abrahamic promise, the blessing through Abraham, which
is Christ. I think we would agree it is Christ, but I'm only saying that the promise of Jesus Christ is that of the Abraham Covenant, and thus that is what
the root is. Therefore all those of faith are the children of Abraham, those who believe in Messiah. I'm pretty sure we agree on this point, it was a misun
derstanding of wording... correct?
-------------------------

We do agree.
What I believe is misleading, is to say anything at all, which would give a 'Jew' any idea that their geneology is a factor in
their salvation.
That's why I would always choose to refer to Israel, to talk about the Jews and their natural olive tree - Jesus - rather tha
n to imply in any way at all (I cannot state this too strongly.) that their natural inheritance is what saves them.
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Remember in John's gospel, 'we have Abraham to our father' was rejected by Jesus. This is why Paul's re-framing of A
braham's importance being his faithfulness, is so vital to conveying truth, quite apart from the fact that he was a gentile
when he believed, which is also critical.
Also, the Bible does use the 'Root' and 'Branch' terminology, so it is even more important to trace the connection betwee
n faith and natural descent, when explaining this.
You see, I keep hearing that the gentile 'church' has been grafted into the Jewish nation, because they were 'God's chos
en people'.
This simply is not true. It is a misrepresentation of what the Bible actually says.
And it's why I keep pointing out that many Jews - that is, those who die in a state of rejection of Jesus - will not be includ
ed in the spiritual Israel which God sent His Son to establish - that kingdom of God within men's hearts.

Brother IRONMAN, I believe this is where John's interpretations of the temple being His Body, is a key elucidation for Ne
w Covenant believers.
Peter picks up on the living stones right early in Acts and again in his epistles, and Paul also refers to the Church as His
temple.

Eli, you said
Quote:
-------------------------When they shall look upon Him whom they have pierced and mourn for Him as one mourns for an only son on that great and final d
ay of the Lord.
-------------------------

I honestly believe it will be too late then. If they don't mourn for Him and repent and believe before He comes, I believe t
hat mourning will be of those who left it too late... maybe like the foolish virgins who were, after all, watching for Him, the
y thought.
Re: - posted by Eli_Barnabas (), on: 2007/8/11 16:23
Dear Linn,
I appreciate your comments, and perhaps you have been misunderstanding me, for I do not believe that unbelieving
Jews shall be saved... of course not, that would strike at the heart of the Gospel that salvation is by grace through faith. I
am in no way saying unbelieving Jews are automatically saved simply because they are Jewish.
I'm talking about the NATION, not individuals per se. All Israel shall be saved. There is coming a time when the entire
nation shall turn to Christ in repentant faith. This does not mean unbelieving Jews are saved... the Lord Himself shall
turn that nation to Himself when He comes.

Quote:
-------------------------I honestly believe it will be too late then. If they don't mourn for Him and repent and believe before He comes, I believe that mournin
g will be of those who left it too late... maybe like the foolish virgins who were, after all, watching for Him, they thought.
-------------------------

I disagree with you sister, because the Scripture says clearly in the context of Zechariah 12:10,
"And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications:
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, a
nd shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."
How can you overlook this? It is speaking not of the Gentiles but the inhabitants of Jerusalem... and the Spirit of grace a
nd supplication CAUSES them to mourn for Him, in repentance; it is natural that they shall do that: the Messiah Israel (a
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s a nation) has rejected for over two thousand years since they crucified Him on the tree is ample cause to mourn, as on
e mourns for an only son. This is definitely a supernatural event in prophecy and by necessity IS different than the norm
al way of coming to Christ so many have entered into during this diaspora.
Israel is currently blinded, but there is coming a day the Scripture plainly says when that blindness shall be supernaturall
y removed by the Lord and then they shall see Jesus is their Messiah. It won't be too late, it will be right on time, and wit
h Paul all we can do is exclaim, "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!"
"For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that bli
ndness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is
written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant
unto them, when I shall take away their sins." (Romans 11:25-27)
Who of Israel shall be saved then? All Israel. Not those who "fell in the desert" during this time of blindness, but all of Jac
ob that remains at the time of Christ's return. Will that be a small number? Probably. But it will be that wonderful glorious
ALL, and that ALL will be for the world, as Paul puts it, life from the dead.
"Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more
their fullness?" (11:12)
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question - posted by UniqueWebRev (), on: 2007/8/11 17:45
Quote:
------------------------Eli_Barnabas wrote:
Dear Linn,
I appreciate your comments, and perhaps you have been misunderstanding me, for I do not believe that unbelieving Jews shall be saved... of course n
ot, that would strike at the heart of the Gospel that salvation is by grace through faith. I am in no way saying unbelieving Jews are automatically saved
simply because they are Jewish.
I'm talking about the NATION, not individuals per se. All Israel shall be saved. There is coming a time when the entire nation shall turn to Christ in repe
ntant faith. This does not mean unbelieving Jews are saved... the Lord Himself shall turn that nation to Himself when He comes.
-------------------------

Not all of the pre-existing house of Israel will be included in the salvation at the end of the Tribulation, except by their fait
h, which will not be determined until the White Throne Judgement.
One specific you have not mentioned is that it is only those of the nation of Israel that remain alive unto the end of the tri
bulation will come face to face with their triumphant King, realize who He is by the piercings evident in Him, will mourn gr
ieviously, and come to faith as they realize how wrong they have been.
Any scattering of non-marked Gentiles will also realize that the Being who came to the rescue, and kept them all from dy
ing, is beyond your average general. That there will be gentiles in the Millenium is fairly evident from the description of
Revelation about the Millenium, and the requirements for all to come to Jerusalem each year, or risk judgement.
Jesus will indeed be ruling with a rod of iron, for despite all those that will believe on Jesus when they understand who H
e is, living it out under even a benevolent despot will be a bit hard to take for our independent natures...which is why Jes
us has us, to carry out His commands.
As best I can determine from the hints laid out in the stories and parables, each of us will be assigned some duties that
will aid in the administraition of the worldwide kingdom, probably in addition to learning a great deal ourselves as we do
so.
What is particularly to be stated is that no unbeliever will pass into the Kingdom that is the Millenium.
The Judgement of the Lambs and Goats sorts out those, Jew or Gentile, who will not believe, or who are already disqual
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ified by having taken the Mark of the Beast.
Only the elect can enter in to the final testing of the human race in the Millenium...but their children, and their children's c
hildren may or may not, despite having Christ as King and Lord, decide to place their life and soul in His hands. They will
believe, because their God is before their eyes...but they may not choose to submit to a God other than themselves, as i
s the primary problem of mankind.
As Eli's and my views match substantially, I will leave the discussion in his capable hands.

Blessings to all,
Forrest

Re: Reply to Sis Dorcas 2 ..., on: 2007/8/11 18:52
Hello brethren and Forrest,
It's been on my mind today to add to my reply to Rahman, and I need to do that now. But I won't have time to reply to
others until late tomorrow.

Bro Rahman,
You said
Quote:
-------------------------because if all this is is a discussion, and not a concieted (excessive appreciation of one's own worth or virtue - usually at the expens
e of another) bashing, beat down, or a sort of standing on the neck of the beleguered Jew (Israel) then i bow out, and will just follow the thread as it co
ntinues and learn, because the afore mentioned is my primary concern ...
-------------------------

I'm not sure what you are getting at here... and I'd appreciate a little more context... You said 'If all this is is a discussion
.... I bow out...' It sounds as if you want it to be a 'sort of standing on the neck of the ... Jew'... I can't believe that though!
It was really the word 'conceited' which caused me to pull out this paragraph, in case you're telling me I sound conceited
?

Perhaps after I've given my next two points, you'll see more where I'm coming from. And I do hope you find this lining u
p with scripture too.
(I'm aware I owe Eli another reply; other points may be covered there.)
I said
Quote:
-------------------------The second is, that gentiles are admitted to all its benefits without exception, on the same basis as Israel, namely, faith.
-------------------------

I would contrast this a bit more clearly with the Old Covenant, because I realised as I shut down my computer, that of co
urse, gentiles could come under the Old Covenant too.... by becoming (outwardly) Jewish.... they had to be circumcised,
live in the Jewish religious culture and be counted as if they had been born Jewish.

I think this is where there has been another glitch in some people's thinking... that somehow, gentiles still effectively 'bec
ome Jewish', through entering into faith with Jesus Christ. This is why the lie is being peddled, that gentiles join 'the Jew
s' when they come to God. No they don't. They are joined to Christ, just like Jews are, when they - any of them - Jews
or gentiles - come to God.
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But what I was trying to say earlier, is that now, both Jews and gentiles each can come directly to God, through the man
Jesus Christ, the one mediator between God and man - our great High Priest without a human priesthood offering ritual
sacrifices to cover sin, but which were not good enough for us to be forgiven. (All this is in Hebrews... yes?)

This is why there was such a discussion about whether gentiles ought to be circumcised, in the early Church - because i
t had used to be part of the ritual of becoming Jewish, in order to be blest.
Now though, we all who enter the New Covenant, become circumcised in the way God really desires - in heart - and ple
ase Him alone.
Whether from a Jewish, physically circumcised line, or a gentile line, physical circumcision means nothing... only the circ
umcision of the heart.
Rahman said
Quote:
-------------------------i don't think our all knowing God is ever under an "impression" ... i think that's our realm ... He always knows for sure ...
-------------------------

True. He wears His heart on His sleeve though... which is one of the reasons He used to get so disappointed. There is
a bit of that to be detected in Exodus, when He seemed to think the Hebrews would want to see Him... but that was the l
ast thing on their minds (Exo 19:24).

Quote:
-------------------------Bless you sis in the wonderful light of our calling! ...
-------------------------

Thank you. I should have acknowedged this kind word sooner. I'm sorry. I hope you also are being blessed in this disc
ussion, and your ministry. :-D
The Well of Eternal Depth...and the curveballs which come out of it... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/12 1:24
bro Jay
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
you said:

Quote:
-------------------------Here is where we begin to separate. I understand that there is a difference between Jews and Gentiles just as there is a difference
between Males and Females. However, scripture is clear that when it comes to the promises of God 'there is no distinction.'
Galatians 3:27-29
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male an
d female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are ChristÂ’s, then you are AbrahamÂ’s offspring, heirs according to promise.
-------------------------

i agree with the scripture fully in that there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile in Christ. However the above script
ure doesn't say "heirs of the Promise" but rather "heirs according to the Promise" There is a difference. The Promise in
question here is that of Salvation. God said He would make Abraham's descendants like the stars in the sky. This is talki
ng of Redemption through Christ. There are indeed things which we inherit but the Chief thing is not what we inherit but
how this comes to being and it is according to the Promise which God made to Abraham. That being said let me speak
once more on the issue of the Distinct Destiny of Israel even in Election. to be sure, there is also a Distinct Destiny for G
entiles also. it is along the same lines as i had outlined in my last post, you are Jay and God has determined a destin
y for you which i being Farai can't fulfil and vice versa
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Quote:
-------------------------It is interesting that you mentioned the 144,000 because I was just reading in The Apocalypse Code by Hank Hanagraaff about this
being the most misunderstood number in the bible. For example, Tim Lahaye says that these 144,000--exactly that number--are Jewish men who have
not defiled themselves with women and have a visible mark on their foreheads and are virgins.
-------------------------

well indeed Dr. Lahaye is mistaken concerning this number, it would seem also that to a degree bro Hank is also mistak
en concerning this number. There are 2 sets of 144000, the first being 12000 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel and the
se are not said to be virgins. The 144000 which are the firstfruits from the earth however are said to be virgins not havin
g defiled themselves with women. These are 2 distinct numbers, the former comprising of Jews, the latter Gentiles, both
of which couldn't be called out apart from Christ. So Israel's 144000 is should not be viewed as being a cirsumcision of t
he flesh only but it is also a circumcision of the Spirit, it is both, not either or. The Multitude does include both peoples ha
ving been redeemed from the earth. This multitude is indeed every saint from the first to the last...however the trib is yet
going on and people are dying for Christ...a little discrepancy there. The thing is, the Revelation is not strictly a chronolo
gical account as we understand it, consider the Source. God Himself. He sees past present and future all before Him at
once. If we fail to see this, we end up with weird ideas about what is going on. people place the saints in Heaven before
the trib is over but this isn't how it plays out. However at the same time, Paul says we are seated with Christ in Heavenly
Places already...
Perhaps we also ought not forget that Israel is betrothed to the Father but the Church is betrothed to Christ, a distinction
in destiny.

Quote:
-------------------------Also, why would there be anymore need of a Temple now that Christ has secured redemption?What kind of sacrifices would be offe
red in a Temple since Christ was the atonement 'once for all'?
-------------------------

i think the idea that the temple was simply the place for making sacrifices is an oversimplication of the function of the te
mple. It was also a gathering place and much more happened there than sacrifices. To me this reflects a shallowness on
our part and a failiure to understand what God is trying to communicate to us using that model and also the complexity s
urrounding the temple and its purpose in Judaism. Granted we are not Jews but if we understand well the old Covenant,
we have a better appreciation for the new one. We know Christ was the sacrifice for sin which atoned for all our sin but i
would ask does that invalidate all the other sacrifices which have nothing to do with sin? something to consider?There w
ere offerings made to God on various feast days and such, are all those done away with as yet or is there a place for the
m yet?
People learned at the temple, people fellowshipped there and so on. The temple is to be rebuilt that it may be defiled as
God said through Daniel concerning the making of a covenant with the people for a week and then breaking it halfway th
rough.
Just when we think we have it figured out...God throws a curveball...Ezekiel says that the temple of God will be rebuilt. If
we look at Ezekiel 36, it speaks of Israel being restored to the land. This particular restoration seems very much to be fin
al. What God does when He brings Israel back is He cleanses her completely from her iniquity and makes the land like
Eden. i found that peculiar and our Lord asked me if i had ever seen Eden. i haven't, and indeed nobody has who is aliv
e today. So what shall happen in Israel is that the land will look unlike anything anyone has ever seen before. This is yet
future. Then in Ezekiel 37 there is the famous "dry bones" episode. in it God says some interesting things, like this:

23 Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any o
f their transgressions: but I will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and will cle
anse them: so shall they be my people, and I will be their God. and this: 24 And David my servant shall be king o
ver them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes,
and do them. 25 And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers
have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their children's children for ever: and
my servant David shall be their prince for ever.
who is this David who will rule these people forever? could it be our Lord Jesus? Could it be that this is the point at whic
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h Israel steps into the Blessedness of Salvation in Jesus? to me this seems to be a future thing since the last Davidic kin
g was Zedekiah, the same who was taken into captivity by the babylonians. At present i don't think we can say the David
ic King rules over Israel as yet whether we think this is literal, symbolic of Christ, or both which i believe. and what about
this?
26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will
place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. 27 My tabernacle al
so shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28 And the heathen shall know that I
the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore.
Then in Ezekiel 40 he begins to speak about the temple and between chapters 40-48 Ezekiel makes mention of this prin
ce who rules over Israel who helps with making sacrifices to the Lord. He seems to be a man of very high standing...any
how i believe Ezekiel is speaking of the 3rd temple which has yet to be built because Israel has not yet been restored pe
r the Ezekiel 36 outline which God has made plain.
i believe that the temple is our body and we are to be living stones in His temple but there seems to me to be a broader
context of this temple and perhaps a part of it is a very literal one like say Solomon's. the more i look at the word, the mo
re i see that its proper interpretation is less and less a matter of "either or" but is something Manifold. such that when i di
scuss with brethren differing views, where some see it as either the way they understand it or the highway, i see by brot
her's point and that which God has shown me as being part of the much much bigger picture of scripture which we're not
even scratching the surface of yet. i was meditating yesterday on this very thing and our Lord showed it to me that we ha
ve an overinflated view of ourselves and this translates into all we put our efforts to. When it comes to God and scripture
, we think we have the lock often times and are not open to seeing that there is more out there. The depth of God is inco
mprehensible. bro Jay i see your points, however like my own, they are part of something which is on a scale beyond ou
r combined comprehension. i hope you see that also.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.

the Temple...the meaning of this too is Manifold...and the temple is not yet obsolete. - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8
sis Dorcas
Greetings in Jesus Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------Brother IRONMAN, I believe this is where John's interpretations of the temple being His Body, is a key elucidation for New Covenan
t believers.
Peter picks up on the living stones right early in Acts and again in his epistles, and Paul also refers to the Church as His temple.
-------------------------

yes you are very right that we are the Temple of God and the Temple of the Holy Spirit of God. However there is also a v
ery real sense of there being a physical temple building also. Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 2:
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called G
od, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.
This i believe corresponds to Daniel 9:27:
27 And he shall confirm the covenant F70 with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause t
he sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, eve
n until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
Now there has never been a covenant of such a kind with the Jewish people as yet. When Titus came in 70 and destroy
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ed the temple, it was not in the midst of any kind of treaty with Israel which was violated as stated in the above verse in
my estimation. It is interesting to note that there are oblations being made in this period. this means there has to be a ph
ysical temple.Jesus speaks of this abomination which causes desolation in the gospel. Some have said He was speakin
g of Titus but when we observe what Daniel was saying, we see there is a covenant made by this man with many for a w
eek which is violated in the middle of it by him setting himself up to be worshipped as God in His temple. so there is also
a place for a literal temple in all this eschatological mix.
Even in the Revelation there is mention of both us as saints being pillars and stones in the temple of GOd but there is al
so a clear mention of a physical temple.
Revelation 11 says:
1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of
God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, F11 and
measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two mont
hs.
Even in Heaven there is a temple, God's Temple which is only rendered obsolete in Revelation 21 which is after the ene
my has been cast into the lake of fire along with every evil and wicked person and thing.
22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
If we are the temple, what becomes of us when there is no longer a need for the temple as stated in Rev 21? Now we kn
ow we are the temple of the HOly Spirit while we are here but it seems there is no need for this arrangement any more i
n heaven. There is a Physical Temple in heaven even now from which the angels will go forth with the wrath of God in b
owls. This will be rendered obsolete when the enemy is finally vanquished after the 1000 yrs.
so what shall we say then sis? are we the temple of God? Yes we are! i agree with your point completely and scripture t
estifies to it! However scripture also testifies to there being a need for a physical temple because there is yet a future rol
e for it in God's Eschatological Plan so we can't toss out this notion simply because we see we are the temple of God. T
hat is a Mighty thing but it is a part of something even Bigger. as i said to bro Jay, i see your point clearly, but it is a part
of something so much bigger...what God has shown you concerning this matter isn't the whole picture, there is so much
more. i see a duality here, a physical and spiritual thing going on simultaneously which i can't ignore either part of but i bl
ess God i am able to see both a bit better now.
i bless God for this place called S.I.! the more i interact with you my dear brethren, the more i am quickened to the Etern
al Context of Scripture and the Grandeur of our God as Reflected in His word and His Plan which He is unfolding before
us all. i see more and more that it is not a matter of 1 view vs another but rather your view which God has given you + th
at which God has given me= a better view of what God is working out. i pray God we begin to see things like this becaus
e i feel this is to truly see things from His Perspective, this is what it is to be in Heavenly Places with Christ Jesus and to
see all from His Vantage Point. What a blessed Place this is!
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Manifold Interpretations - posted by UniqueWebRev (), on: 2007/8/12 5:03
Saints,
I too keep seeing a many folded message in Revelation...for the life of me, I can't help but seeing more than one rapiem
ur or Rapture mentioned, and I keep seeing the 6th judgements of the seals, the trumpets and the vials, pretty much all
being the same.
Rev. 6:11. And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet
for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.
12. And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black
as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;
13. And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mig
hty wind.
14. And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of th
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eir places.
15. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and e
very bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
16. And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and fro
m the wrath of the Lamb:
17. For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?
Rev. 11:12. And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up
to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.
13. And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slai
n of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.
14. The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.
15. And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are be
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.
16. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God,
17. Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken
to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.
18. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that t
hou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and gre
at; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.
19. And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there
were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.
Rev. 16:15. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and
they see his shame.
16. And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.
17. And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, fro
m the throne, saying, It is done.
18. And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since me
n were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.
19. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in rememb
rance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.
20. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.
21. And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed
God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.

Being of a pre-trib history, and being pre-wrath based, I pray to get out of the way of the beast as soon as the Lord will t
ake me, even though a special blessing, of being forever in the temple with Jesus, is given to those that die for not takin
g the mark.
And if it weren't for the fact that Paul said we would be changed, if alive, before Christ comes, and tells us to comfort eac
h other in times of tribulation with that notion, I couldn't believe in the rapiemur or Rapture at all.
1 Thess. 4:13. But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope.
14. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
15. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord s
hall not prevent them which are asleep.
16. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
17. Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord i
n the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
18. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
Then on top of all that, I just keep on hearing the 3 sixes's of those three judgements echoing in my head, and have to s
hudder.

Page 41/118

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Gentile Tribulation Question

For those of you still hunting through the verses of scripture, and trying to make sense of it all, either pull all the last days
verses out of scripture, and look at them together; or, if you can stand to work backwards from an existing view, buy a se
cond hand copy of Tim LaHaye's Revelation Unveiled, read it for a good understanding of the whole pre-trib viewpoint, t
hen work backwards over the verses and prove it wrong.
For Tim LaHaye haters/despisers, his work on the Revelation verses is reasonably sound, the theories also reasonable,
except the gap theory, and the theory of dispensationalism, which I can find no basis for, except as a reason to tie all of t
he pre-trib belief's together. And if you look at nothing else, they do hang together!
Sometimes, it is best to understand the most popular viewpoint out there, in order to diverge from it later.
In fact, it was not being brought up in any church, or in the belief of the pre-trib rapiemur or Rapture that kept me from fr
om totally believing it.
I had to work awfully hard in my Bible, and every pre-trib book out there to stay in that pre-trib position, and in the end I h
ad to abandon the view, turning to pre-wrath, whenever that is, and to trusting God will be with me.
For all of us, we must be aware of the very real possibility of persecution here in the US, Canada, and Great Britain. We
also must be willing to suffer whatever we have to suffer, and still hope in the Lord, that He will deliver us, in whatever w
ay He see's most fitting, whether it is through the rapiemur or Rapture, or simply by walking with us as we head to our de
aths.
And yet, even so, if the Lord choose, I would be more than happy to get out of this world before any 7 year guarantees a
re signed by a third party with Israel, which if you look over at Israel,and the Middle East, such a treaty doesn't seem out
of the question, or very far away in time at all.

Blessings,
Forrest
P.S. For those of you that are aware of me personally, I am going to be temporarily stepping away from my delight in SI,
except for popping in daily to pick up and leave messages, although I will probably be tempted to still occasionally take p
art in some threads.
My website continues, and so does my e-mail, and since my Skype is UniqueWebRev, I am occasionally there as well, a
nd when trying to figure out what to write next, I will probably also have my Skype on.
I will be concentrationing on that book one of you was insane enough to say I should write when you read my testimony i
n Miracles that Follow the Plow.
Both God and the devil are talking to me about it, so I will have to make an attempt at it, and see what happens. God w
arned me not to talk about the novel that incorporates my life that He is trying to write through me, but I blew it, talked ab
out it, and now the devil is giving me a very bad time of it.
Please pray that I will write what God want's me to write about...how He stepped repeatedly into my life, and in the end,
how He stomped on the devil to save me, and hopefully, will use the example of His grace in my life to help not only my
brothers and sisters, but those who do not believe that GOd would ever forgive them.
Reply to Sis Dorcas 3 ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/12 12:02

Sis Dorcas you wrote ...
"You make me smile...."
--- Praise God, and you make me wonder, both reactions i believe generated and exercised in His love and peace
regarding so intense a topic :-D ---
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You wrote ...
"It's not as complicated as it sounds at first."
--- To you maybe, but it is to me which is why i added the prayer that if i'm not understanding
what you're saying, and it's correct, then Lord please enlighten me too ... See i know that under this grafted in period
that Romans call "until the fullness of the Gentiles has entered in" there is neither Jew nor Gentile, but i can't get to the
conclusion that God the Father is thru with His Bride Israel and His covenants with them (especially regarding the land
because He also promised it to Abrahams seed forever) because they're still as a distinct people a central theme in the
Revealation during the Trib, Great Trib, the 1,000 year reign of Christ (when we know here for sure that the Church as
Christ Bride is complete), and it's end when satan is released once more and who are the first people he goes after? ...
Israel ... And what does God do? ... Protects them yet again by sending fire down from heaven ...
See to me saints who believe in Replacement Theology, or saints who just plain believe as you seem to that Abraham's
seed has forfeited the benefits of God the Father's covenants because of not keeping up their end of the bargain, are
missing the fact that he is the one that said they were everlasting ... That tellm me that there's something more powerful
at work here for reasons grant you i don't understand ... Yes i agree with you that we saints under grace enjoy a
priveledge (Christ as our one time blood covering) that Israel of old didn't (they only had the blood of animals multiply)
and perhaps that's why God the Father gave them such covenants ... Then there's the fact that Romans says that God
blinded them to Christ, that we might be grafted in ... All i'm saying is that there seems to be more at work here than
what we as humans, even saved, can determine about the relationship between God the Father and His Israel ...
i read on this thread, and others that seem to discard the Jew, that God the Father's covenants with them, are passe ...
There are questions about why would there ever be another Temple in Israel after Christ, or the nation of Israel is so
dispersed until how could they ever put together another pure Levetical priesthood, or all this talk about broken
covenants and so their no longer elegible ... i don't buy it ...
Sis Dorcas have you ever read the last eight chapters of Ezekiel (40-48): ... These chapters are believed by many
Bible Scholars (as well as the footnotes in my Ryrie Study Bible) to occur during the 1,000 year reign of Christ t
he reason being that ther've been no past fulfilments of this prophecy in Israel, especially regarding a river of li
ving water flowing from ubderneath the east of a rebuilt Temple ... This passage of prophecy speaks of a rebuilt
Temple, in full animal sacrifice service for sins, under the overseership of a regathered levite priesthood heade
d by a Chief Priest (called the prince) ... Not only this, but it sets out anew the borders of the land of Israel to ea
ch of the twelve tribes ... Again i don't buy it, i believe there's still something going on between God the Father and Isra
el whether we understand it, like it, don't like it, or ever accept it on this side of the Mellinial reign ...
Blessings in our beloved Savior Christ Jesus ...

Reply to Sis Dorcas 4 ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/12 12:06
Sis Dorcas you wrote;
"I'm not sure what you are getting at here... and I'd appreciate a little more context... You said 'If all this is is a
discussion.... I bow out...' It sounds as if you want it to be a 'sort of standing on the neck of the ... Jew'... I can't believe
that though!

--- Praise God the bell went off! ... :-P
Of course i don't WANT it to be "a sort of standing on the neck of the Jew", from you or anyone else who believes that
Israel has been replaced ... That's why i stated my primary concern was to make sure that it's not because of what:
Re-Quote
"Rom.11: 11 - says "I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy." ... What i pray for for myself (and all other saints) is
that Christ will shine in me/us in such a way as to draw the Jew toward salvation in Him ... i think history shows that
we've done a pretty good job of provoking them to "anger" and "rejection", even amongst those now saved ..."
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i guess somehow i have an empathy for the Jew that i believe God has put in me, as i can't explain having any other
reason for it ... i can't imagine being chosen of God initially to do His bidding without Christ, and having to live under the
law, then to be blinded by God to the messiah's coming so that we gentiles could get in, when all prior He's told them we
were less than dogs ... Had to be confusing then, has to be confusing now ---

Sis Dorcas you wrote;
"It was really the word 'conceited' which caused me to pull out this paragraph, in case you're telling me I sound
conceited?"

--- No i'm not saying that you're concieted, nor anyone else who believes the Jew/Israel passe in God's plan, what i'm
doing is calling to mind something God had written in which to check our motives about such beliefs, and if our motive(s)
are wrong then He's the One who uses the word "concieted" to warn us of "having excessive appreciation of one's own
worth or virtue (grafted in Christian) - usually at the expense of another (side-lined Israel) ... If anyone analytically, and
scripturally, believes such totally clinically without any disdain, or feeling superior to the Jew/Israel because we appear in
and them out, then i might think you mistaken, but not concieted ... It's not my place to call it, God knows and will deal
with it appropriately, my concern again is just to point out what scripture warns about regarding this ---

Sis Dorcas you wrote;
"True. He wears His heart on His sleeve though... which is one of the reasons He used to get so disappointed. There is
a bit of that to be detected in Exodus, when He seemed to think the Hebrews would want to see Him... but that was the
last thing on their minds (Exo 19:24)."

--- Sis Dorcas, i am very analytical, God knows that sometimes it may be to my fault ... But God
is someone i truly don't understand, and by His grace has brought me to a point where i don't even have to ... But you
speak of His being dissapointed, and i know OT Scripture is full of such emotional references of God the Ftaher's
reaction to Israel ... But you know what, in my mind, how could our all knowing Father ever be dissapointed when He
already knows the outcome of everything? (Christ was slain before the setting of the foundation of the world) ... And i
think it's why Paul was inspired to write the following about we Christian's trying to figure out where the Jew/Israel
stands in our being grafted in ...
Rom. 11:
O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his way
s past finding out!
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counseller?
Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?
For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.
On some things we speculate ... on all things God knows ... that's why i like what the brother said in the article i posted a
little ways back ... "Why can't we the Church be the Church (provoking them to jealousy), and let Israel be Israel ... and t
he Root will eventually make it all very plain to both camps ...
Blessings in our all knowing and all wise God ...
PS - i sign off in such a way as to try to let all my fellow saints know that no matter how intense the discussion, it never o
utweighs the love that He commands we ever have for one another :-D ---
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Israel has enetered into the Covenant but... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/12 14:33
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------There is something very small which you are missing in your interpretation of scripture. That is, that Israel entered the New Covena
nt with God on the day of Pentecost, and just like you are bringing up your children to know the Lord, so did those Israelites who knew Him by the Spiri
t, bring up their children to know Him.
-------------------------

sis D i know full well Israel did enter into the Covenant already, which is why those Jews who die now without Christ go t
o hell and await the eternal torment. Could it be perhaps that what i am sharing here may be a missing element to your u
nderstanding of scripture concerning this matter?Something to consider perhaps? However Paul clearly says that israel
has been blinded for a time until the time of the Gentiles is complete.
from Romans 11:
7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest w
ere blinded F41 8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, F42 eyes that they shoul
d not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day.
God has given them a spirit of slumber at this time.
9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto th
em: 10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway
11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is com
e unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.
Yes they too are in the Covenant but are blinded for your sake and my sake that we may be Saved and then provoke th
em to Jealousy that they may be awakened. We have yet to achieve this.
12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing F43 of them the riches of the Gentiles;
how much more their fulness?
dear sister, if Israel's demise at this time benefits us to Mightily in God, how much more shall we all benefit when Israel i
s grafted back in? Dear sister i long for this because this is the coming together of the Fullness of the Elect of God that w
e may realize Fully the Glory of God Manifested in and through us all. That is the Fullness of the Israel, Israel being the
Church made up of Jew and Gentile.

Quote:
-------------------------Brother, I can hardly believe you've read the New Testament and still maintain Israel is yet to be saved.... What's going on....???
-------------------------

sis D i could say also i hardly believe you've read the N.T. and think that Israel has been saved already. i am talking her
e of Israel in the sense of the Jewish people excluding the Gentiles. What then shall we make of this which Paul said in t
he letter to the Romans:
from Chapt 9:
1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record t
hat they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.
and Chapt 11
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26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn aw
ay ungodliness from Jacob: 27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 28 As conc
erning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the father
s' sakes.
so all Israel is yet to be Saved so that we Gentiles may be grafted in. Note that Paul here is using Israel in the sense of t
he Jewish nation and excluding the Gentiles. We can't ignore this. Well i could be wrong in how i am seeing this sis and i
if this is so, may God set me straight coz God knows i don't want to run around being deluded over anything...what do yo
u think Paul means here?

Quote:
-------------------------than you one you offer, which is rooted in the sovreignty of God and doctrinally, (A sister in the Lord has told me that in the US one
has to be on or the other of Calvin or Arminian - reminds me sadly of 1 Cor 1 and Paul's cry 'Is Christ divided?') of a Calvinistic explanation.
-------------------------

sis D, is God Sovereign or not? i believe He is and this nonsense of either having to be Calvanist or Araminian grieves
me to no end. God is totally Sovereign, and we have free will too yet His Sovereignty Rules all. If we look at the testimon
y of the word, we see clearly we have free will but also clearly that God has Predestined, now to me that says that God i
s not confused about this, Paul understood and so do i now by the same Grace given to Paul. it's not a matter of either o
r when it comes to free will and predestination, scripture says it is both, clealy. i would say that the argument from both si
des of this issue stems from our overinflated view of ourselves sometimes which clouds our minds and hearts so much s
o that we often don't consider that the other side is right too. Calvanists think sometimes Araminians are nuts and vice v
ersa but i think both views apart from eachother are equally foolish. This is because primarily God sees both things as 1
in the Eternal Purpose, that is His Glory Forever so it's not one or the other from His Vantage Point clearly. We must tak
e hold of both lest we end up with a warped view of God and live according to that and present that to others.

Quote:
-------------------------But, it's the right answer from the wrong reasoning....
-------------------------

then you know God is at work in this wretch if He can lead me to the right conclusion in spite of my bungling and bumblin
g about! :-P oh thank you Jesus for your death!

Quote:
-------------------------except inasmuchas if the death of Christ is not sovreignly sufficient for the sin of the world, we are all lost!
-------------------------

oh i belive fully that God holding up His end of the Bargain allows us to do the same in spite of ourselves. Without that,
we have no hope as you said.

Quote:
-------------------------Further, this leaves 'Israel' without excuse.
-------------------------

indeed which is why any Jew (or any body for that matter) who dies apart from Christ spends eternity in the lake of fire.
All the same though sis, you and i being Gentiles are saved because Israel has been blinded and God saw to it. Now tha
t we are Saved, we are to bring Israel to Jealousy by showing forth Christ such that they are convicted and come to repe
ntance and the Salvation which is also theirs clearly as much as it has been made ours. So we have a job to do and it w
ould appear we aren't doing as well as we ought to at present in this task we have been charged with by our Lord and G
od. May He be Grace for us to so do that our brethren may share in what God has made ours at their expense. May we
give unto them the Salvation which we have ourselves received so freely.AMEN.
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Indeed sis D our Lord is making His bride ready, and God the Father is preparing His also, that being ISrael. Now Israel i
s yet in slumber for our sake yet this is part of the preparation hence Paul saying that she has been blinded for our sake
and that all Israel will be saved and even this:
Romans 11:
25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conc
eits; that blindness F45 in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 26 And so all I
srael shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodlines
s from Jacob:
Paul warns us that if God didn't spare the natural branches, he will not spare us either from being tossed in the fire...
sis sometimes i feel (and i pray God i am wrong and would rather be wrong so i can be corrected) that in discussions su
ch as these, we boast against the branches...i read your post and was concerned of this boasting. To be sure there is th
e other extreme too which would allow Israel Salvation apart from Christ and we know that is not the case. Sis, i see the
promises given ISrael as to be Fulfilled completely once she comes to Salvation in Christ. The lands, and so on given to
Abraham will be theirs only when they come to Christ.
perhaps i am wrong about this, if so may God set me straight. However if i am right, may He set us all straight that we m
ay not boast or get carried away in vain conceits but that we would bring Israel to Jealousy and the Salvation promisd he
r from of old which we have been given on account of their being blinded.AMEN.
Grace and Peace is ours in Jesus. AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/14 18:49
Hello Rahman and IRONMAN,
I've given my time this evening to replying in the new thread started by Eli (Jacob to Israel) but I want to reply to
Rahman's statement that I believe 'replacement theology', thus inferring things from what I have said, which I do not
believe, and did not say.
In fact, it is replacement theology to believe that the nation of Israel has replaced the Church on the basis of the
passages in Romans 9 - 11.
If you honestly take everything else Paul wrote, (which we have in the New Testament,) equally into account with
Romans, you cannot believe replacement theology. Neither do I.
My belief in the New Covenant and its effects, is rooted in the epistle to the Hebrews, where Christ's work is given its
fullest explanation and most appropriate place and meaning for Israelites in particular.
In saying this, again I (personally) do not divide up scripture into books for Jews, books not for gentiles, books for
gentiles but not Jews and so on. It's the word of God. The whole written record of His revelation of Himself to mankind,
and it's all worth our while to take it all in.
The most obvious objection to replacement theology (as it's been explained to me), is that as a linear concept it is
incompatible with the revelation of scripture; which is solid and structured, and probably best described as
multidimensional, if one includes eternity and history. I reiterate what I implied earlier when I referred you to my dream...
that replacement theology is a lie.
Therefore, I do hope you see this and what is erroneous about it, without mistakenly disposing of the truthful interpretatio
ns of the same scriptures which are being reconfigured by those who do not believe, for the purpose of injuring the Chu
rch and God's cause.
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sis D - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/15 4:33
Greetings in Jesus' Name sis D by whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------In fact, it is replacement theology to believe that the nation of Israel has replaced the Church on the basis of the passages in Roma
ns 9 - 11.
-------------------------

indeed it is but i am not saying that Israel has replaced the Church. what i am saying is that in the Church, that is all sav
ed men Jew or Gentile, there remains a distinct destiny for Israel which we can't ignore which involves the temple, the re
storation of the land in the millenium, Christ ruling from Jerusalem and other things. it seems at least, we are not willing t
o acknowledge that and i am wary of that sentiment because i believe it is of the enemy. to be sure, there are destinies
written for all of us, unique to all of us because God made it so and so it is for Israel and the Gentile even in Salvation. T
here is no getting around Christ as Saviour either way so there is no difference between Jew or Gentile but just as the C
hurch (Jew and Gentile together) make up the Body of Christ which is made up of many parts, each with different roles a
ll to the same end, so there are distinctions among us in terms of destiny, this goes beyond the individual to families, nati
ons and kindreds.

Quote:
-------------------------In saying this, again I (personally) do not divide up scripture into books for Jews, books not for gentiles, books for gentiles but not J
ews and so on. It's the word of God. The whole written record of His revelation of Himself to mankind, and it's all worth our while to take it all in.
-------------------------

neither do i but see some places and things which are distinctly pertaining more to Jews than Gentiles and vice-versa. H
owever the bottom line is that all these things irrespective of who is given a larger role, all work toward the Purpose, the
Glory of God Forever.

Quote:
-------------------------Therefore, I do hope you see this and what is erroneous about it, without mistakenly disposing of the truthful interpretations of the s
ame scriptures which are being reconfigured by those who do not believe, for the purpose of injuring the Church and God's cause.
-------------------------

i believe i do and if i have not come to a full view of this i pray God bring me to it quickly. i hope also you see where in th
e word there are those interpetations which speak to Jewry in Christ specifically but see that it is a matter of divine desti
ny which distinguishes the 2 groups not in the sense of being separate in terms of Salvation. i hope you see where i am
coming from more clearly, yes there is no difference between Jew or Gentile in Christ, because all must be in Christ to b
e saved, but just like you and i have different destinies or roles to fill to the end that God be Glorified, so does the Jew a
nd Gentile in that sense.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: sis D - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2007/8/15 8:33
Reply too (Edit),
The Temples made with hands were exsamples. When Paul spoke they were still standing. With out any merit (Edit) you
have become the temple of The Living God. Salvation is not of you, its a gift from your Holy Father.
In Love your brother Eddie
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Reply to Sis Dorcas 5 ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/15 8:38

Sis Dorcas ...
OK ... i stand corrected ... You're not about "replacement theology" and you're not "conceited" in reference to the Jew/Isr
ael as Paul warns in Romans ... Praise God, because as i said that was my major, really only concern ...
But also like i said i must not be on the same level of understanding as yourself (that's why scripture says we need each
other) because i just can't seem to get my head around your posts (maybe i have a mental block :-? ) ... So don't even tr
y with me anymore as i need Holy Spirit's help big time with this, and so i'm just gonna sit back and read as you and bro
Ironman, and the other heavy hitters on this subject go back and forth, and see if i can learn something one way or the o
ther ...
Blessings in our beloved Lord and redeemer Christ Jesus ... :-D

Re: Gentile Tribualation Question, on: 2007/8/17 19:08
Bro Rahman said
Quote:
-------------------------So don't even try with me anymore
-------------------------

:-o I'm sorry you don't know what I'm saying... but I hope you'll keep challenging me... :-)

Bro IRONMAN
I don't have the OT background :-? to know how I would read any references there to a third physical temple. But, in the
light of all RobertW shared at the beginning of the thread 'All Israel shall be saved?' I don't see a fulfilment of ... for insta
nce, a third physical temple and animal sacrifices going on within the Church.... which is not to say that some people call
ing themselves Christians won't have something to do with all that.
My question to you, now, is:
which New Testament scriptures do you find to justify fulfilment of certain prophecies (as you understand them), for belie
vers of Jewish or Israelite origin separately from gentile believers?
(I believe this is what you are trying to get me to consider. If I've picked you up wrongly, please clarify further. Right no
w, I'm not interested in more OT scripture with its own interpretation, but for you to take from the apostles' doctrine... exp
lanations... interpretations... commands and promises... for your foundation.)

Thank you. :-)
3rd Temple - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/18 8:06

Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved sis D.
i hope sis D that you do read the O.T. i figure that would be a good was to have a background in it if you don't have
one!For references to the 3rd Temple we can look in Ezekiel for example. In Ezekiel 36, we see our Lord restoring Israel
to the land and then setting David over them to rule forever. in Ezekiel 37 our Lord says this:
25 And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; an
d they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their children's children for ever: and my servant D
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avid shall be their prince for ever. 26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasti
ng covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them
for evermore. 27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28
And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them
for evermore.
now God says He will set David as king over them forever. This is the Messiah, that is Jesus. i believe that His Ruler ove
r them (we know He Rules over us but let us look at Israel specifically here) beginning first in their hearts, that is they rep
ent and accept Jesus as Lord. Yet even after this, they are reffered to as Israel and this to me seems a distinction not on
the matter of Salvation (there is neither Jew nor Greek in Christ) but rather of Eternal Destiny, just like your destiny and
mine are different although we are brethren in Christ. God setting His Sanctuary in their midst is speaking of His Presen
ce among them Spiritually and also in a physical manner (since spiritual things are not discerned by the heathen) in the f
orm of the temple. God says that the heathen will know that He has Sanctified Israel when His Sanctuary will be in their
midst forever. The heathen will see this temple and know GOd is with Israel. The temple itself will become obsolete later
on and i will come to that later on.
Ezekiel 40 begins to describe this Temple which will be when ISrael is restored to the land by God. Note that this isn't Isr
ael whose capital is Tel-Aviv but Jerusalem so this is not speaking of the current state but a future one since David (that
is Jesus) is not ruler over them in anywise as yet. as you read the subsequent chapters concerning the temple and how
God is speaking to Ezekiel you start to see that none of this has happened yet. for example from Ezekiel 43:
1 Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: 2 And, behold, the glory of th
e God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shin
ed with his glory. 3 And it was according to the appearance of the vision which I saw, even according to the visi
on that I saw when I came to destroy the city: and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar;
and I fell upon my face. 4 And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect
is toward the east. 5 So the spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the
LORD filled the house. 6 And I heard him speaking unto me out of the house; and the man stood by me.
now from that point some interesting things are said...now i have yet to come to a full understanding of what all this mea
ns but i believe it has to do with the Millenial Reign and He who Rules and the Redemption of Israel as a Nation.
from chapt 44:
1 Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it
was shut. 2 Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter
in by it; because the LORD, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut. 3 It is for the prince
; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by the way of the porch of that gate, an
d shall go out by the way of the same.
ok so the gate which God entered by in the previous chapter is shut so no man may come through it...except the Prince.
this is the David which God talked about in chapt 36 who Rules. The same is the Messiah Jesus. If only God could enter
by that gate, no other man may come through it except whoever is appointed by God so i see this as Christ and if it isn't
Him directly, then it is His appointed representative. this will make a bit more sense later.
continuing in chapt 44, God says this to Ezekiel:

11 Yet they shall be ministers in my sanctuary, having charge at the gates of the house, and ministering to the h
ouse: they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to mini
ster unto them.
now this is occuring in a new temple while ISrael is being ruled by this Prince chosen of God in a period after they have
been restored and come to the Knowledge of Jesus as Messiah...David is ruling over them. So sacrifices are being offer
ed here...the only place that can happen is the temple which we have seen rebuilt in the preceding chapters.
27 And in the day that he goeth into the sanctuary, unto the inner court, to minister in the sanctuary, he shall off
er his sin offering, saith the Lord GOD.
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sin offering? my that throws a wrench in our understanding of the anoting work of Christ...or does it? i don't think for a mi
nute that the sin offering being spoken of here is for the covering of sin, Christ did that already. Perhaps it is an outward
show of remorse for sin or a commemoration of the Cross in some way? i am unsure but i pray God will open these thin
gs up to us. That which i shared was just a postulation which may be wrong and i pray our Lord set me straight if this is s
o. AMEN. Either way, sacrifices are going on in these days of David.
in Ezekiel 45 is the dividing up of the land again. the ruling Prince will have His share of the land also as will the other pri
nces who rule with Him. it seems this will be a government after God's own Heart since:
7 And a portion shall be for the prince on the one side and on the other side of the oblation of the holy portion,
and of the possession of the city, before the oblation of the holy portion, and before the possession of the city, f
rom the west side westward, and from the east side eastward: and the length shall be over against one of the po
rtions, from the west border unto the east border. 8 In the land shall be his possession in Israel: and my princes
shall no more oppress my people; and the rest of the land shall they give to the house of Israel according to the
ir tribes.

Quote:
-------------------------13 This is the oblation that ye shall offer; the sixth part of an ephah of an homer of wheat, and ye shall give the sixth part of an epha
h of an homer of barley: 14 Concerning the ordinance of oil, the bath of oil, ye shall offer the tenth part of a bath out of the cor, which is an homer of te
n baths; for ten baths are an homer: 15 And one lamb F214 out of the flock, out of two hundred, out of the fat pastures of Israel; for a meat offering, an
d for a burnt offering, and for peace offerings, to make reconciliation for them, saith the Lord GOD. 16 All the people of the land shall give this oblation
for the prince in Israel. 17 And it shall be the prince's part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and drink offerings, in the feasts, and in the new
moons, and in the sabbaths, in all solemnities of the house of Israel: he shall prepare the sin offering, and the meat offering, and the burnt offering, an
d the peace offerings, to make reconciliation for the house of Israel.
-------------------------

i believe these oblations are those which Paul said would stop when antichrist defiles the temple and is then revealed (m
id-trib) before the Church is caught up at His return. Now i belive also that the Rule of David must begin in the hearts of I
Srael before it is literally realized and in this time the Temple will be rebuilt. After the defilement of the temple it must be
cleansed. as chapt 45 continues, there is more talk of sacrifices. i think it is also important to note that the temple wasn't
only a place of sacrificing. People taught, learned, gathered and fellowshipped, met with God there, heard from GOd the
re and so on. The sacrifices themselves were of various kinds which i think remain valid (except the sin offering for the p
urpose of covering sin since Christ washed away sin) that is things like freewill offerings, fellowship offerings, thank offeri
ngs, peace offerings and so on.
from chapt 46

12 Now when the prince shall prepare a voluntary burnt offering or peace offerings voluntarily unto the LORD, o
ne shall then open him the gate that looketh toward the east, and he shall prepare his burnt offering and his pea
ce offerings, as he did on the sabbath day: then he shall go forth; and after his going forth one shall shut the ga
te.
so the Prince makes sacrifices also but this next bit is interesting...
16 Thus saith the Lord GOD; If the prince give a gift unto any of his sons, the inheritance thereof shall be his so
ns'; it shall be their possession by inheritance. 17 But if he give a gift of his inheritance to one of his servants, t
hen it shall be his to the year of liberty; after it shall return to the prince: but his inheritance shall be his sons' fo
r them. 18 Moreover the prince shall not take of the people's inheritance by oppression, to thrust them out of th
eir possession; but he shall give his sons inheritance out of his own possession: that my people be not scatter
ed every man from his possession.
:-? so to me this seems like the same Prince from Ezekiel 36, David, our Messiah Jesus, but here He is having children
? :-? i don't know what to make of it really. i suppose traditionally we have always held the belief that Jesus wouldn't hav
e children. i guess we would have to consider if this view although old is wrong. i guess it is God's Prerogative if Christ w
ere to have children, what is that to us anyway?or maybe this prince is a proxy for Christ (and so Christ doesn't have chil
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dren and the tradition remains intact) and that Christ rules through Him. i find it interesting that He is referred to as David
, Christ is always called the son of David. Perhaps it is David resurrected? :-? with Christ ruling through him? :-? :-? :-?
i don't think we can ignore these things mind-boggling though they are...i pray God will show us the meaning of all these
wondrous things.AMEN.
in chapt 47, one of the borders of this new Israel is Damascus. the last time i can remember the borders of Israel being t
hat large was during and shortly after the reign of David since he set the garrison there and the time which Ezekiel wrote
these things was long after this. Then our Lord God speaks to Ezekiel again about the dividing up of the land and mentio
ns this as being a future thing...with Damascus as one of the borders...this means Jordan and Syria as we know them wi
ll be undone...anyone heard of Isaiah 14? Damascus left in ruins? Perhaps it could be coz of the Samson Option or perh
aps God's own Hand in some other way.
then Ezekiel 48 talks about the City, it's gates named after the 12 Tribes of ISrael, 3 on each side of it. i guess these are
the gates of pearl mentioned in Rev 21 also.
in Zechariah 6, there is mention of a man named BRANCH who i believe to be the same Prince in Ezekiel.
12 And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The
BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 13 Even he shall bui
ld the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a
priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.
He is a King and Priest too like the Prince in Ezekiel, Ruling and making sacrifices also. interesting. this has yet to happ
en so it must be future.the way the name BRANCH is written speaks of Christ to me.
Then there is this about a Fountain in Zech 13...

1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin a
nd for uncleanness. F42 2 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the na
mes of the idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and t
he unclean spirit to pass out of the land.
which sounds like what God will do in EZekiel 36-37.
Zech 14
1 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2 For I will gather all n
ations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; a
nd half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3 T
hen shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 4 And his fe
et shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Oli
ves shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley;
and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.
it seems this is the Gathering at Armageddon which happens here and then Christ comes and splits the mount of Olives
in 2. However the city will be attacked and taken and Christ will take it right back...and then

9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. 10 All t
he land shall be turned F46 as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and in
habited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the to
wer of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses. 11 And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter dest
ruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.
so in that moment Christ establishes His Dominion over the earth and rule from Jerusalem.
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16 And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall ev
en go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 17 And
it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the L
ORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have
no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast
of tabernacles. 19 This shall be the punishment F48 of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not u
p to keep the feast of tabernacles. 20 In that day shall there be upon the bells F49 of the horses, HOLINESS UNT
O THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD'S house shall be like the bowls before the altar. 21 Yea, every pot in Jer
usalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take o
f them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of ho
sts.
i believe that this is the Millenial Reign here with its oblations and so on.

Quote:
-------------------------which New Testament scriptures do you find to justify fulfilment of certain prophecies (as you understand them), for believers of Jew
ish or Israelite origin separately from gentile believers?
-------------------------

ah, ok, let us consider for a moment what Christ said about the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel. it was not
in 70 A.D., there was no covenant for a week with Israel then and it was not the ruler who entered the temple. that event
speaks to the desolation of the temple which is a thing unique to the Jewish people. at this point i believe that they will h
ave come to Christ. The temple is there in the city because there is a Temple in Heaven also. Now right now there is no
temple on earth as there is in heaven, but i believe that in spite of this, that there is a Temple yet in heaven speaks of th
ere being a need for one here until the temple in heaven is obsolete. There is a Temple in Heaven all the way until the e
nemy is cast into the lake of fire and all that is evil is cast in there. after that point there is no need for a temple, and i do
n't know why except God deemed it so and that is good enough for me...that God said so. to me that says that until that
point there is need for a Temple on earth. Clearly there is one since it is defiled.even during the millenial Reign it is there
because of observances/oblations which are made such as the feast of tabernacles which has sacrifices associated with
it. only when the New Jerusalem comes down is there no need for a temple since God is with us in a manner which no l
onger requires the Temple.
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the hol
y place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17 L
et him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 18 Neither let him which is i
n the field return back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck i
n those days! 20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 21 For then shall b
e great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And e
xcept those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall
be shortened.
how would this tie into anything which has to do with Gentiles? there is probably some way in which such sufferings are
applicable to us i suppose but Christ brought up the issue of the abomination of desolation which concerns the temple, a
uniquely Jewish thing. Also this persecution is aimed at Jews specifically and i believe that this is the time of Jacob's tro
uble.this hasn't happened yet, this conflagration.
it was not in 70 A.D. since these other things didn't happen. the sufferings and times around that event i don't think line u
p with what Jesus was talking about here. Paul also speaks of this same event in 2 thessalonians 2 as it pertains to the
coming of Jesus.
also from Romans 11:
22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness,
if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 23 And they also, if they abide not still in
unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again. 24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree wh
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ich is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, whi
ch be the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree?
Israel is yet blind till we all get in, then they shall be quickened and come to Salvation and Grafted back into the Tree. Th
is hasn't happened yet. We the wild branches are being grafted in and ISrael will be Grafted in fully later.
25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conc
eits; that blindness F45 in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 26 And so all I
srael shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodlines
s from Jacob: 27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
Also all Israel is yet to be Saved.
There is also the calling forth of the 144000 from the 12 tribes...then the 144000 from the Gentiles also. There is a schoo
l of thought which thinks that this is the multitude which JOhn sees which nobody can number. These 2 groups are of th
e multitude. The multitude represents every saints who ever was and will be in heaven at this time...how on earth does t
hat figure?what with the trib going on and people dying for Christ and being saved and all? well every saint is in Heaven
even now so John was seeing the present and future at the same time...which is how God sees it. Paul did say we are s
eated in Heavenly places with Jesus...we are in that multitude which John saw, we were there when John saw them.how
cool is that?
Then there is the whole matter of Jerusalem being attacked by gentiles, that speaks to something uniquely identified wit
h Israel as opposed to us as gentiles. Now all the while these prophecies concerning Israel are awaiting fulfillment, we m
ust remember that we are 1 in Christ so the separation isn't in Salvation but in destiny. as Gentiles in Christ (if i may mak
e that distinction) there are some things which God has set aside for us to do and be distinctly, the Chief of these things,
which if we fail at it, then we've failed at all, is to bring Israel to Jealousy which will usher them into Salvation and that is
a Mighty thing. without this, the other prophecies of Israel will remain waiting.

Quote:
-------------------------(I believe this is what you are trying to get me to consider. If I've picked you up wrongly, please clarify further. Right now, I'm not int
erested in more OT scripture with its own interpretation, but for you to take from the apostles' doctrine... explanations... interpretations... commands an
d promises... for your foundation.)
-------------------------

well i brought up the O.T. prophecies which clearly have yet to happen and tried to put them for you in the context of the
Millenial Reign which is N.T. though not uniquely since it is mentioned in the O.T. Also i brought up the issue of the abo
mination of desolation which is mentioned 2 times in the N.T. (in the gospels as one occurrence and in Thessalonians) b
ut that it also O.T. anyhow sis, i don't think one can really separate the O.T. from the N.T. in the manner i think you are tr
ying to for this purpose. i may be misinterpreting what you said and if i am forgive me sis. however i think it is quite a terr
ible and dangerous thing to separate the scripture into the Old and New Testaments in a manner which renders the old i
rrelevent. We need to understand the O.T. because it is the foundation of the N.T. and without knowing it well, the Benef
its of the N.T. are lost to us in the same measure that we fail to understand the O.T.
this whole thing which our Lord had me share with you sis was an interesting exercise. as i was writing, our Lord was lea
ding me to the various scriptures and teaching me many of these things for the first time. Now some of the things i was l
ed to bring forth are my own wrestlings which i am having with what i have read. for example the issue of the Prince and
His having children. are these his seed? if this is Christ having children, what does that mean for our long-held belief tha
t this was somehow impossible? is it bad that He would have children? are we uncomfortable with the idea? if so why? is
it because we don't want to abandon our traditions or is it something else? after all it is God's Prerogative to do as He pl
eases and if it is Christ having children, what is it to us? of course i have not decided that this is the case at all in case s
omeone may think i am leaning in this direction. i am asking questions which i hope our Lord will answer by whatever m
eans. Perhaps some of you may have those answers. Perhaps this Prince is a proxy, perhaps it is David himself? :-? :k
nockedout:
this is part i guess of something which our Lord is having me work on concerning the wars (2 of them) of Gog and Mago
g.
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there is so much to consider brethren...may our Lord bless these feeble efforts to get closer to Him by drawing nearer to
us and openning our eyes to the Truth that we may understand what He is trying to communicate to us.AMEN.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/19 17:07
Hello IRONMAN,
Will be trying to do justice to your post in the next few days.

I have a little challenge for you in the mean, if you have time...
Would you please try to put a date to what the writer of the letter of the Hebrews alludes to here: (I don't mean a date to
the Hebrew letter, but to the first time God announces 'a new covenatnt'.)
Hebrews 8:13 (NKJV)
In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is re
ady to vanish away.

Young puts it this way:
13 in the saying `new,' He hath made the first old, and what doth become obsolete and is old is nigh disappearing.

You mention I should not leave out the OT... I don't think I do... but when God Himself changes the terms on which He is
relating to mankind, wouldn't we be more than slightly delinquent to ignore His new gold standard?
He Hath made the first old... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/19 19:28
sis Dorcas
Greetings in Jesus' Namw by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
i meant we shouldn't leave out the O.T. in terms of understanding what God says in it to Israel. Some things yet remain t
o be fulfilled and i believe they will be fully realized upon Israel coming to Christ. We ought to read it and understand it w
ell so that the New Testament can be fully appreciated. sis you said yourself you had no background in the O.T. and i thi
nk that ought not to be so, in that sense it looks like you're leaving out the O.T.
The New Covenant made with Israel came in with Christ and so the old is Obsolete in this sense. Now what was it that C
hrist came for? to die for God to be Glorified in the Salvation of men. This is The Sin offering so the practise of slaughteri
ng animals for the covering of sin is not necessary if one is in Christ. However, Christ did say that if we love Him, we are
to keep His Commands and those came to us through the Old Covenant. Christ summed up all those things by remindin
g us to Love God with all we have, and then to Love our neighbours as ourselves.
i agree we would be dilinquent (as you say) to ignore the new Gold Standard but i think it is equally delinquent to neglect
the Old as though what God said there is irrelevent because it isn't. From looking at the books of Zechariah, Ezekiel and
the Revelation, we see that there are sacrifices, feasts, and celebrations which are to be celebrated in the time of the Mil
lenial reign which need the temple and sacrifices are made. we can't ignore that. i am not entirely sure how this fits into t
he New Covenant but evidently it has a place.
i don't know sis, i feel as though sometimes we're acting as though Israel is no longer relevant...or that the promises ma
de to her have been revoked. They haven't but they await Israel's Embrace of the Messiah for them to be Fulfilled accor
ding to what the Prophets of old spoke and looked forward to but never saw.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
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EZEKIEL'S PRINCE CAN'T BE JESUS CHRIST!!! ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/8/20 9:31
EZEKIEL'S PRINCE CAN'T BE JESUS CHRIST!!! ...

Bro Ironman you wrote;
" so to me this seems like the same Prince from Ezekiel 36, David, our Messiah Jesus, but here He is having children? i
don't know what to make of it really. i suppose traditionally we have always held the belief that Jesus wouldn't have child
ren. i guess we would have to consider if this view although old is wrong. i guess it is God's Prerogative if Christ were to
have children, what is that to us anyway?or maybe this prince is a proxy for Christ (and so Christ doesn't have children a
nd the tradition remains intact) and that Christ rules through Him. i find it interesting that He is referred to as David, Chris
t is always called the son of David. Perhaps it is David resurrected? with Christ ruling through him? i don't think we can
ignore these things mind-boggling though they are...i pray God will show us the meaning of all these wondrous things.A
MEN."

--- i certainly agree with you that there seems to be something going on in Ezekiel 40-48 that points to, in the Millenium, t
here being a third Jewish Temple (probably the same one as spoken of in the Rev and Daniel) being in use, and a resu
mption of actual animal sacrifices,via a restored Levitical priesthood led by this mysterious guy called "the prince" ...
God the Son having children via His own creation (woman)" ... i shudder at such a thought, and actually am repulsed by
it - isn't that the reason He clamped those offending angels who left their stations into everlasting abysment? ... Of all the
speculations you've listed above the one i come closest to agreeing with is somehow "this prince is a proxy for Christ" ...
The following scripture i think rules out that he could possibly be Jesus Himself ...
Ezek.45
And upon that day shall the prince prepare for himself and for all the people of the land a bullock for a sin offeri
ng.
For "himself and all the people of the land" does this prince prepare a sin offering ... Christ is without sin ... He's God ...

Re: EZEKIEL'S PRINCE CAN'T BE JESUS CHRIST!!! ...The Beauty and Utility of Fellowship - posted by IRONMAN (), on:
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose BLood we are Saved.AMEN.
bro Rahman
indeed in reading what is in Ezekiel got me thinking and asking a bunch of questions because i didn't know what to
make of it all. The idea of Christ having children is disturbing and so whenever i mentioned that i always balanced it with
the idea of a proxy which seems much more likely, really i lean more toward this so forgive me for not making that very
plain. i mentioned also that Christ is called the Son of David and He called Himself the Root and Shoot of David but not
David Himself so if David it set of Israel, it may well be David or someone like him who is a proxy.

Quote:
-------------------------For "himself and all the people of the land" does this prince prepare a sin offering ... Christ is without sin ... He's God ...
-------------------------

and this is the clincher and our Lord ran me past that scripture and had me say this:
sin offering? my that throws a wrench in our understanding of the anoting work of Christ...or does it? i don't thi
nk for a minute that the sin offering being spoken of here is for the covering of sin, Christ did that already. Perh
aps it is an outward show of remorse for sin or a commemoration of the Cross in some way? i am unsure but i p
ray God will open these things up to us. That which i shared was just a postulation which may be wrong and i p
ray our Lord set me straight if this is so. AMEN. Either way, sacrifices are going on in these days of David.
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in the previous post. our Lord answered that question for for me through you.
Whew! i'm glad all that has been set straight in my mind! so i go from :knockedout: and :-? to :-D bro you know me, i'm
trying to upturn every stone and account for each possibility so i have as close to perfect an understanding of what the d
eal is as possible. it comes of sometimes as dangerous suppositions but if i'm thinking such and am unsure about what t
o make of it all, i don't want such thoughts festering and getting any kind of foothold. Therefore the sooner i can have Go
d dispatch these questions and answer them rightly, the better and the less time the enemy has to try and mess me up s
o i can keep moving on.
i do ask for forgiveness of God and from you all where i have confused or upset you my brethren.
i bless God for His setting me straight in spite of my bungling and bumbling about...
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/20 19:24
Re: He Hath made the first old...

Hi bro IRONMAN,
Thanks for your reply.
I think I should define my terms slightly better for you before we proceed with this conversation... ;-)
When I say
Quote:
-------------------------I don't have the OT background to know how I would read any references there to a third physical temple. But, in the light of all Rob
ertW shared at the beginning of the thread 'All Israel shall be saved?' I don't see a fulfilment of ... for instance, a third physical temple and animal sacrif
ices going on within the Church....
-------------------------

that is not the same at all as what you took away from it:
Quote:
-------------------------sis you said yourself you had no background in the O.T.
-------------------------

:-? Then you said
Quote:
-------------------------i think that ought not to be so, in that sense it looks like you're leaving out the O.T.
-------------------------

I've been wondering where you get the idea that I'm leaving the OT out of my deliberations... because I'm not. All I'm sa
ying is that I can't compete on the prophets, like I can on the Pentateuch, Joshua, Judges and quite a bit more, which ar
e relevant also.

Quote:
-------------------------i meant we shouldn't leave out the O.T. in terms of understanding what God says in it to Israel.
-------------------------

I completely agree.
However, I don't think we can pretend to ourselves that God's relationship with Israel doesn't change, as Moses prophes
ied, in the light of their idolatries. This fact affects, deeply, the meaning of later prophecies, including that of the New Co
venant.
As an example, let me put this to you... that when Paul began his letter to the Roman believers, he had an idea what he
wanted to explain to them... it didn't just all happen as he was writing\dictating. His argument (which is required reading
for university law students in my home town) is radical and ruthless in its lack of compromise over absolute truth. This m
ean that when Paul was explaining how salvation works and exhorting his readers in what we have as Romans 6, he alr
eady knew he was going to share with them the agony of trying to make Romans 6 actually work in Romans 7... AND, h
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e already knew he was going to expound to them the answer in what we have as Romans 8, which is more of a shout of
victory over the flesh, sin, tribulation and the enemy, than a commiseration over our suffering that we may live with Him (
or through Him, as John puts it in 1:4:9).
Likewise, when God told Moses the song he was the teach the children of Israel, as a witness against them, He had alre
ady told Eve how He was going to end the separation between God and man, and what we read or see in scripture, is th
e outworking of that promise through the creation of Israel... But all the time God has it in mind to bring to HIMSELF a pe
ople. And that people is not restricted to physical descendents of Jacob. That never was, and cannot be, if He is to be c
onsistent with His own heart to Himself as He continually reveals it, especially in how Christ was formally descended fro
m some non-ethnic Jews, and ministered to others without distinction.
So, going back to the Old Covenant, this was ever only part of God's dealings with mankind. After all, if you were a genti
le, you might have found yourselves capturing Israelites, killing them, helping them, serving with them or even working u
nder them in your own country (as the Egyptians did under Joseph)... all as part of God's dealings with mankind. For ins
tance, under Joseph, the Egyptians were blessed were they not?
So, going back to your last post to me:
Quote:
-------------------------Some things yet remain to be fulfilled and i believe they will be fully realized upon Israel coming to Christ.
-------------------------

I've emboldened the sentence I agree with totally, but, it cannot stand with the first part, in the sense which you mean it..
. as if only Israelites who come to Christ will experience the fulfilment of any prophecy to Isreal which has not yet happen
ed.
This is because I believe that when gentiles are grafted into Christ, they become Israel also, just was when gentiles joine
d themselves to the Jewish God necessarily through circumcision and formal admission to Jewish culture, at which time
they became party to the benefits of the Old Covenant as if they had been born naturally Israelite\Jewish.
I've said this 'gentiles ... become Israel', several times, because I believe this is the only way to make sense of the whole
tenor of scripture from start to finish, but you have continued to dispute the point... which is why I asked you to find New
Testament scripture to back up your thinking...
One of the most interesting things about the New Testament on this very point, is, that much of the explanation of 'Israel'
and God's dealings with her, is expounded in Paul's letters to gentile churches - although I realise there are likely to hav
e been Jewish Christians in all of them. Does he distinguish between Jew and gentile believer?
No. In fact, listen to what he says of Peter in Galatians 2:
11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed;
12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and sepa
rated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision.
13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypoc
risy.
14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, "If you,
being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?
15 "We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,
16 "knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Chri
st Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh
shall be justified.
17 "But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of si
n? Certainly not!
18 "For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.

There is also 1 Corinthians 9:
19 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more;
20 and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I mi
ght win those under the law;
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21 to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I m
ight win those who are without law;

If you read the above two sections honestly, I don't know what room there is for the Old Covenant.
You said:
Quote:
-------------------------However, Christ did say that if we love Him, we are to keep His Commands and those came to us through the Old Covenant.
-------------------------

Honestly, I can't go along with this entirely, in the light of the New Testament.
Hebrews 10:1
For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these sa
me sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect.
Hebrews 8
1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of t
he throne of the Majesty in the heavens,
2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.
When you read Peter describing his body as his tabernacle
2 Peter 1:14
Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.
... knowing that the name 'Immanuel' (Matt 1:22, 23) means 'God is tabernacles with men', and that Peter's reference to '
booths' on the Mount of Transfiguration is also a reference to the same concept.
The end of Ezekiel 37 also ties in. All you need is to see that the 'midst' can be personal also, without changing the co
mmunal meaning which is closer to 'amongst'. Regarding the preceding verses though, the unmistakable reference to r
esurrection is not insignificant, esp vv 14 "I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own la
nd. Then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken it and performed it," says the LORD.' " Do you try to separate th
is - in your thinking - from the actual bringing to pass of the New Covenant two thousand years ago? And do you discou
nt the way Paul and the other New Testament writers explain their own history?
You said: '... the covering of sin is not necessary if one is in Christ.'
I agree. But so... why not? What is different about being in Christ?
You also said: 'Christ summed up all those things by reminding us to Love God with all we have, and then to Love our n
eighbours as ourselves.'
Well, yes. But the two you have mentioned are both already in the Old Covenant... So... do you know which command
ment Jesus added?

Quote:
-------------------------From looking at the books of Zechariah, Ezekiel and the Revelation, we see that there are sacrifices, feasts, and celebratio
ns which are to be celebrated in the time of the Millenial reign which need the temple and sacrifices are made. we can't ignore that. i am not en
tirely sure how this fits into the New Covenant but evidently it has a place.
-------------------------

I definitely don't see this in Revelation, and I think I don't see it in Zechariah, either, even though there are a multitude of
commentators (it seems) who read these interpretations into (or, out of) the text. :-?
I mean, just what is the point of John quoting Jesus, and giving the interpretation of His prophecy, if Christians are going
to ignore it? (John 2:13 - 22.) Might this verge on Christ having died in vain - ie - unbelief?
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Now bro IRONMAN, I don't think things like 'unbelief' of you, because I have the strong impression that you are open to
hear from God and anyone who has a more complete way of explaining scripture. And I'm not making that claim for my
self. But, I've heard enough New Covanant teaching to know that your focus on the Old Testament is not compatible wit
h the way the New Testament re-interprets history.

And just in case you think that's not possible (because of the respect you have for those teachers whom you trust), let m
e tell you there are church leaders about in the world, who have no intention of accommodating New Testament truth int
o their thinking, their preaching, their teaching or their personal lives, and they don't expect their flocks to, either. In fact,
it might make you unpopular !!!

OK. This post is probably way too long. I've been interrupted by several things repeatedly... so if something doesn't ma
ke sense, please ask me.

Also, with respect to you, bro Rahman, I have some reading still to do in Ezekiel. As it happens, I'm in Ezekiel already a
nyway, but I'd like to walk through the whole book before pretending I can answer your earlier question...
Re: He Hath made the first old... - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/8/20 20:42
Quote:
" Now what was it that Christ came for."
This is the reason Jesus Came; John 1:10-12 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world
knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
They knew about Him in the old testament but they did not know Him. That is our new covenant, as Paul states, "To
know Him". Knowing David does not let us know Christ, or Abraham, or Moses or any one else in the old testament.
We must be born again by His Spirit and The "washing of water with the Word", who does the washing? The Holy Spirit
Comforter Teacher, He will teach us all things. He, that is the Holy Spirit is now in us, not just with us. So, we are born
again of Spirit and water. Again, The Spirit of Christ is life, The Holy Spirit is The Teacher of that Life in us.
Rom 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
1Pe 1:11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.
Act 16:18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
Rom 8:10 And if Christ in you, the body dead because of sin; but the Spirit life because of righteousness.
Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
Rom 15:19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round ab
out unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.
1Cr 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord J
esus Christ,
2Cr 3:3 manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the livin
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g God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.
The Holy Spirit is the Revelator Teacher of the fleshy heart. The Spirit of Christ is our Life.
Our new life in the new covenenat, which is "Christ in you the hope of Glory."
Colossians 1:23-28 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel
, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a mi
nister; Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for
his body's sake, which is the church: Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given
to me for you, to (((((fulfil the word of God;))))) Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations,
but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles; ((((((which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:))))) Whom we preach, warning every man, and teachi
ng every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect ((((((in Christ Jesus:)))))
This Gospel is not in the old testament. National Israel cannot and will not be born again, only individuals that believe th
at He is Jesus Christ The Only Begotten Son of God.
The Old Testament is part of the Word of God and it profitable for Doctrin and reproof etc.
2Ti 3:16 All scripture given by inspiration of God, and profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness:
It is not profitable for the Christ that is born again in you. Christ in you, a mystery that was revealed to Paul and Paul alo
ne and he verifies it 4 time, "MY GOSPEL". This Gospel was not in the old testament, only the Gospel of Moses. It was
hinted at but kept a mystery until it was revealed to Paul, Christ cannot be born again in an old testament believer. He h
ad not come and was not resurrected and asscended and come back in the Spirit of the believer in Him. He is our life n
ow and we need to know Him by the Holy Spirit revelation and teacher of what He says. That is PERIOD. John 14:1620 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Sp
irit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwell
eth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seet
h me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye i
n me, and I in you.
This Comforter was not available to those in the Old Testament.
You must see the difference in the old and the knew. The old is earthly and works oriented, the New is Heavenly and Gr
ace oriented. You cannot mix the two or they cancel themselves out.
Christ in: The words christ in occur in 224 verses, including 6 exact phrase matches shown first:
Act 9:20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.
Rom 15:17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God.
Eph 6:24 Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. Ephesians written from Rome, by Tych
icus.
Col 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh f
or his body's sake, which is the church:
Col 1:27 To whom God would make known what the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Chr
ist in you, the hope of glory:
Just an example.
Now: IN CHRIST: The words in Christ occur in 224 verses, including 77 exact phrase matches shown first:
Act 24:24 And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and hear
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d him concerning the faith in Christ.
Rom 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Rom 8:1 therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the S
pirit.
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
Rom 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Ch
rist Jesus our Lord.
Rom 9:1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,
Rom 12:5 So we, many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.
Just an example: But, pretty amazing Christ in you or you in Christ, that is the important thing, which was not in the old t
estament, only revealed in the new testament.
Colossians 3:1-6 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right han
d of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ
in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Heavenly Grace, in heav
enly places in Christ Jesus. Seek Him.
The Old testament which is earthly: Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God co
meth on the children of disobedience:
Rightly divide the Word of Truth and Christ in you becomes clear, not Moses in you, or Abraham's Faith but the "Faith of
the Son of God".
Galatians 1:15-17 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: Neit
her went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Dam
ascus.
Galatians 2:14-20 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter b
efore them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the
Gentiles to live as do the Jews? We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, Knowing that a man is not
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might b
e justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. But
if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? Go
d forbid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through the law am dead to
the law, that I might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Don't live as a Jew or Israel's earthly promise keepers. But live as Christ-ones, heavenly promises and new creature ke
epers.
In Christ: Phillip
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Re: now that we have that out the way... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/21 13:28
Greetings in Jesus' Name sis D by whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
well now that i know what you meant about the O.T. background specifically the prophets that makes a lot more sense
to me now...

Quote:
-------------------------I've emboldened the sentence I agree with totally, but, it cannot stand with the first part, in the sense which you mean it... as if only I
sraelites who come to Christ will experience the fulfilment of any prophecy to Isreal which has not yet happened.
-------------------------

i didn't mean to imply that we wouldn't benefit from the promises which haven't been fulfilled since we are grafted in. Ho
wever there is a component of this which speaks specifically to Israel at the same time as it speaks to the whole people
of God. Israel has yet to be restored to the land and brought to Salvation, the promise of Salvation has yet to be fulfilled
unto them, that is the Jew but we as Gentiles have been receiving it while they are yet blind to it.

Quote:
-------------------------I've said this 'gentiles ... become Israel', several times, because I believe this is the only way to make sense of the whole tenor of sc
ripture from start to finish, but you have continued to dispute the point... which is why I asked you to find New Testament scripture to back up your thin
king
-------------------------

yes we have been grafted in and are Israel and i agree with that, however my concern is that in us being grafted in, som
e may think that the original ISrael, that is the Jew is irrelevant and that is the point i am disputing. Paul Himself says tha
t the Jew has been blinded for our sake so we ought not boast. Based on that, there are yet some things awaiting fulfilm
ent.
sis when i say old covenant, i am speaking of the ordinances which we know remain pertinent. because we are under Gr
ace that enables us to keep the law just as Christ did, this is the thing which we can't do away with.

Quote:
-------------------------Honestly, I can't go along with this entirely, in the light of the New Testament.
-------------------------

sis, i'm not talking about the law in terms of perfecting men or saving them, but as justification before God. if we are Sav
ed, we will keep the law as Christ did or strive to.

Quote:
-------------------------The end of Ezekiel 37 also ties in. All you need is to see that the 'midst' can be personal also, without changing the communal mea
ning which is closer to 'amongst'. Regarding the preceding verses though, the unmistakable reference to resurrection is not insignificant, esp vv 14 "I w
ill put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken it and performed it,"
says the LORD.' " Do you try to separate this - in your thinking - from the actual bringing to pass of the New Covenant two thousand years ago? And d
o you discount the way Paul and the other New Testament writers explain their own history?
-------------------------

this is interesting sis. this does speak to the New Covenant coming in, but we still await for all ISrael to experience this in
the manner spoken of in Ezekiel 36 which also involves the return of the people ISrael to the land of their forefathers. sis
do you discount that perhaps there is a future realization of this thing or rather that Israel hasn't stepped into this in the s
ense of coming to Salvation as we Gentiles have received it?
from Zechariah 3:
8 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: f
or, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH. 9 For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upo
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n one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will re
move the iniquity of that land in one day. 10 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his nei
ghbour under the vine and under the fig tree.
this is Christ being talked of and the ushering in of the New Covenant in which all man's sin is removed in a day on the c
ross.
from Zechariah 6:
12 And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The
BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 13 Even he shall bui
ld the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a
priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 14 And the crowns shall be to Hel
em, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD.
15 And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of
hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your
God.
now there is a duality going on here. We know of the coming to Salvation of men and how we are live stones in the temp
le of God. However i believe this also speaks of a physical temple present on earth. this is not the one which was being
built at the time Zechariah was preaching, that is the second temple since it wasn't built by Branch.
now from Zechariah 14:
3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 4 And hi
s feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of
Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great vall
ey; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5 And ye shall flee to
the valley of the mountains; F44 for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as y
e fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all
the saints with thee. 6 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7 But it sh
all be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening ti
me it shall be light.
this is what we know about what will happen at His Return. however consider this statement:
16 And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall ev
en go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 17 And
it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the L
ORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have
no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast
of tabernacles. 19 This shall be the punishment F48 of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not u
p to keep the feast of tabernacles.
this occurs after the defeat of the enemies which gather at Armageddon. since we know the mount of Olives is split at Hi
s Return, what happens after this is the Millenial Reign during which Jesus Rules with a Rod of Iron. this implies that the
re will be resistance to a degree. Clearly we see our Lord decree that those who don't observe the feasts during HIs Rul
e will suffer. We know also that the enemy will deceive many when he is let loose from the pit and call men to attack Jer
usalem once more.
Jesus also speaks of the abomination of desolation which Daniel spoke of which is committed by the one who makes a c
ovenant with many for a week, that is antichrist. Paul also speaks of this same thing and refers to this man as the son of
perdition: from 2 Thessalonians:
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called G
od, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.
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from the Revelation chapt 11:
there is indeed a temple and one of the functions of it is sacrifices of various kinds.
1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of
God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, F11 and
measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two mont
hs.
this isn't the temple in heaven unless we believe that gentiles will trample on the Holy City in heaven. This is Jerusalem
and this speaks of the latter part of the tribulation.
we know also that there is a temple in heaven and the only time there is no need for one is at the end of the Millenium a
nd the enemy is cast into the lake fire.as long as there is a temple in heaven, there is need for one here.
if you read from Ezekiel 40 on, there is mention of a guy called the Prince who is a king and priest who rules Israel. He is
the David who rules over ISrael forever as said by God in Ezekiel 36. In the subsequent chapters, there is mention of sa
crifices being made in the temple which Ezekiel was shown. i believe this period is the Millenial Reign. Though the Revel
ation doesn't go into any detail about what the Millenial Reign will be like, i believe that some things are alluded to in Zec
hariah and in Ezekiel which speak to that. we look back in history and we don't see anything like what has been describe
d in these books as having occured already so we wait for it.

Quote:
-------------------------I mean, just what is the point of John quoting Jesus, and giving the interpretation of His prophecy, if Christians are going to ignore it
? (John 2:13 - 22.) Might this verge on Christ having died in vain - ie - unbelief?
-------------------------

not sure what you meant here. i read the scripture and is speaks to Christ's death as He spoke of the temple being His b
ody.
would you clarify that for me?

Quote:
-------------------------Now bro IRONMAN, I don't think things like 'unbelief' of you, because I have the strong impression that you are open to hear from G
od and anyone who has a more complete way of explaining scripture. And I'm not making that claim for myself. But, I've heard enough New Covanant
teaching to know that your focus on the Old Testament is not compatible with the way the New Testament re-interprets history.
-------------------------

indeed the N.T. does interpret history but there are some things which await fulfilment which are completed in the N.T. i
would say that perhaps some of the N.C. teaching you have heard may not be sound in terms of how it views the N.T. in
terpretation of history. what i am looking at in the O.T. isn't what has been fulfilled but rather what awaits fulfilment and f
or that i don't think there is a N.t. interpretation of that apart from awaiting it's fulfilment. of course i could be wrong and if
i am, i pray God straighten me out and i pray God straighten you out if you are in error.

Quote:
-------------------------And just in case you think that's not possible (because of the respect you have for those teachers whom you trust), let me tell you th
ere are church leaders about in the world, who have no intention of accommodating New Testament truth into their thinking, their preaching, their teac
hing or their personal lives, and they don't expect their flocks to, either. In fact, it might make you unpopular !!!
-------------------------

i don't really rely on many teachers...i read the word of and seek God on it and He reveals to me through others sometim
es or in other ways. Just as there are some who don't accommodate the N.T., there are those who neglect the O.T. and
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those things which remain unfulfilled or only partially fulfilled, i would say we ought to be wary of both.
maybe i'm wrong but it seems most teachers tend to neglect the O.T. and the idea that God isn't done with Israel yet...i s
ometimes get a sense of it from you and it bothers me. Perhaps my fears are unfounded and it is i who is in error sis, ma
y God straighten me out where i am. AMEN. if you're in error i pray He sets you straight.AMEN.
EDIT perhaps the sense i get which mentioned above is because when you speak of these things, you don't have much
of a background in the O.T. prophets and the things which were said there and haven't been fulfilled yet and speak to Isr
ael. if this is the case then i pray God show you what remains to be fulfilled.
Grace and PEace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: now that we have that out the way... - posted by Eli_Barnabas (), on: 2007/8/21 14:22
Phillip,
"Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations
be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham." (Galatians 3:7-9)
You seem to have latched onto dispensational doctrine and are preaching it like it is the truth, but you are seriously missi
ng it, brother. It sounds nice, doesn't it, to say that the Old Testament is earthly and works based and that the New Testa
ment is heavenly and all about grace. Sounds great, but it's just not true.
Would you say that Abraham is excluded from the blessing of faith, based on the above passage, but we his children get
it but he does not?
To say the things you are saying is like this parable:

THE PARABLE OF THE WICKED BUSINESSMAN
Once upon a time there was a man who wanted to start a new business. He needed money to begin, so he went door to
door collected pre-investments, promising them that when the business began they would have a share in it and receive
a profit. Finally he acquired all the money he needed to begin and at last started the business.
Once the business began, other people saw the promising future it held and began to invest into it. So now people were
buying shares in the business AFTER it was up and running. Then the businessman did a wicked thing.
The businessman went back on his word and disregarded all those who had invested in the business BEFORE it began.
He declared that only those who invested from now on, since it began, would have any share in the profits! This made th
e new investors happy, but all the old investors were left with nothing! All the money they had given to the businessman
to help him start the business was gone and they had no share in it anymore! This was a dirty move... the wicked busine
ssman lied to the pre-investors and never really intended to pay them back!
---The point is, the Old Testament saints, though they did not get to see Jesus and live in the days of the New Covenant, t
hey still looked forward to that day when Christ would come and give His life for an atonement for their sins and they still
looked forward to the day Christ will come again and establish the Kingdom of God on the earth. They placed their faith i
n Christ even before they knew who exactly He was to be. "These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers a
nd pilgrims on the earth." (Hebrews 11:13) Though they did not see the promises, they "saw" them at a distance, embra
ced them and confessed them. How dare we say they have no part in the promises they do dearly anticipated?
Brother, many saints have died not seeing the promise of the Lord's second coming. Does that mean they will not reap t
he blessing of it, or is that only meant for those alive and remaining?
Bear also in mind that as Gentiles we have been grafted into THEIR promises, and though we may be enjoying them no
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w, they still belong to the Jews and the nation will yet in the future enter into their blessing. To say Israel is cast away is
a completely blind statement Phillip, and you are misunderstanding God's plans and purposes, for which HIS glory is at
stake.
"I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the
Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy." (Romans 11:11)
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/21 14:26
greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
bro Phillip, what does this mean?

Quote:
-------------------------This Gospel is not in the old testament. National Israel cannot and will not be born again, only individuals that believe that He is Jes
us Christ The Only Begotten Son of God.
-------------------------

i assumed one thing but before i respond, i need to be sure what you are talking about. do you mean that the nation of Is
rael is no longer relevant in God's Plan? do you think that Israel is beyond Salvation in Christ?
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/8/22 2:53
Quote:
"do you mean that the nation of Israel is no longer relevant in God's Plan?"
Absolutely not. But Israel and the Body of Christ are different. "He came to His own and they received Him not". "The
Gospel is sent to the Gentiles and they will hear it." Not because we are better, but because God implimented a new
way of Salvation at the Cross.
The old, which is passed away, The Law of Moses and the 10 commandments, the Law of God.
The New, from before the foundation of the world, God's plan included at the Cross and after the "Corn of Wheat fall to
the ground and die and bring forth much fruit", That is His Body the Church which is pure Grace by the Faith of Jesus
Christ in the believer.
God is not finished with Israel and she will receive all her promises and covenants as God chosen people the children of
Israel.
The Body of Christ is receiving God's promises now, for those that believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Sure the
devils believe, but they have already been judged and their belief is overshadowed by the worshiping of their king satan.
God's Grace does not extend to them and never will.
Believe and you will be saved. Then God begins His work with His Fathered children. Fathered by placing the Seed
incorruptable, that is Jesus Christ His Son in you. "That is Pauls ministry, revealed direct to him by the Son of God,
Jesus Himself." Gal 1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught , but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. G
alatians 1:15-16 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To r
eveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: The o
nly way an Isrealite can be saved now is to believe like the Gentiles. In Christ their is no Jew or Gentile or any other opti
on of peoples, class or religion. Ephesians 1:4-5 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the w
orld, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will. Not predistinated to heaven or hell but to the "ad
option of Children by Jesus Christ to Himself".
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Is Israel still in God's hands, absolutely. They will receive all God has promised when Jesus Christ is sitting on the thron
e of David in the New Jerusalem. We are receiving ours now, and will be with Him when He reigns, we will reign with Hi
m, from our Father's House.
Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
2 Timothy 2:10-12 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory. It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer,
we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:

In Christ: Phillip

Re: - posted by Eli_Barnabas (), on: 2007/8/22 21:59
Hi Phillip,
You are still making a mistake... you are saying Israel has the Law, and the Gentiles have grace. You are associating
Israel with the Law but not with the New Covenant. I can't stress this enough that the Gentiles are enjoying ISRAEL'S
covenants and promises (Jeremiah 31:31, Romans 9:4-5). They were first given to them.
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the promises given to them (of Christ), were hundreds of years before the Law was ever
given. No one has ever been saved by the Law (Galatians 3:11); it's always been by grace through faith.
"Rom 4:3 For what saith the Scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.
Rom 4:4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.
Rom 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for rig
hteousness.
Rom 4:6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness w
ithout works,
Rom 4:7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.
Rom 4:8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.
Rom 4:9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we s
ay that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness.
Rom 4:10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision,
but in uncircumcision.
Rom 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet be
ing uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that rig
hteousness might be imputed unto them also:
Rom 4:12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the
steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised."
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/8/23 2:41
The Church has no covenants and promises except:
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive
and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
We will not dwell on this earth with Israel and her earthly reign. We will reign with Christ in our Father's House the New
Jerusalem come down from Heaven, where we are already seated with Christ now.
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The only promise to Israel we have received is the Christ that is in us, which Israel did not have and still does not have,
only individuals whether Jew or Gentile, make no difference, the individual must believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God and they will be saved.
Jhn 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name.
Act 8:37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
1Jo 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
1Jo 3:23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one
another, as he gave us commandment.
1Jo 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is
true, and we are in him that is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.
This is our promise. This is our covenant.
"Christ in you the Hope of Glory".
In Christ: Phillip
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/23 16:12

Greetings brethren.
I need to finish reading Ezekiel before I answer again. There is also a question for me in Eli's thread which is exericising
my mind.

Bro IRONMAN,
My challenge to you to back up your proposed separation between Jewish believers and gentile believers from the New
Testament awaits.

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/8/23 17:04
And:
The proposed non-separation of the Children of Israel and the Body of Christ's Church son's of God.
In Christ: Phillip
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/23 23:42
greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
sis D
you said:
Quote:
-------------------------My challenge to you to back up your proposed separation between Jewish believers and gentile believers from the New Testament
awaits.
-------------------------
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what do you mean by proposed separation? do you mean in terms of the manner by which both are Saved or is this a m
atter of Destiny?
Grace and PEace are ours in Jesus.AMEN
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/24 9:38
Greetings IRONMAN, :-)

Quote:
-------------------------what do you mean by proposed separation? do you mean in terms of the manner by which both are Saved or is this a matter of Des
tiny?
-------------------------

I mean, please use New Testaments text to justify your proposal that there is a destiny ('destiny' not being a scriptural w
ord) for Jewish believers, separate from that for gentile believers.
I ask, because I have long understood that the destiny of gentile believers is identical in Christ, to what Jewish believers
expect to receive. In other words, together (Jewish and gentile believers), we are 'Israel', God's 'chosen generation, a ro
yal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, proclaim the praises of Him who called out of darkness into His
marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now h
ave obtained mercy. 11 ... sojourners and pilgrims ...' (1 Peter 2)
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/24 10:00
Hi Phillip,

Quote:
-------------------------And:
The proposed non-separation of the Children of Israel and the Body of Christ's Church son's of God.
-------------------------

Brother, I believe you are forgetting that anyone who comes to Christ is born again by the Holy Spirit, whether they were
of Israel before, or of any other first birth.
The second birth, brings them\us into a new 'nation' - a nation which is holy within, as Jesus was.
This was not possible under the Old Covenant when to be 'holy', was signified by the children of Israel's being set apart
unto God, through their unique law given to Moses, and beginning with His insistence that they should not commit idolatr
y.

Therefore, once anyone is born again, He is a new creature\creation, and either ignorance of the meaning and effect of
new birth, (which makes us able to fellowship with our Father in heaven through Christ, explained in Romans 6), or, pure
ly carnal thinking, fosters the belief that the nationality of our first birth is of significance any more.
It was our first birth which condemned us. Thus we are glad to be freed from it! And so should Jews be glad to be freed
from theirs, because it bears no weight with God once they are born again. It doesn't need to! Now, they are what He h
as always desired... truly, they are His children by the Spirit.
But, I acknowledge that we do not lose our civil nationality through new birth. However, we should consider ourselves ci
tizens of heaven.
And so, the new 'Israel' is still separated from the world by having been born from above, yet within it the identity of peop
les from all tongues, kindreds, tribes and 'nations' gives pleasure to God as He sees the travail of His soul, satisfied.
Thus, the inclusion of gentiles into 'Israel', which was always possible under Old Covenant regulations, has been more t
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han enacted fully.
BECAUSE, there were certain physical conditions or nationalities which were destroyed and\or excluded-in principle, un
der the previous Covenant. But, under the NEW Covenant there are no exclusions, as long as a person come through th
e Door - Jesus Christ. Amen.

Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/24 13:42
Greetings sis Dorcas in Jesus' name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------I mean, please use New Testaments text to justify your proposal that there is a destiny ('destiny' not being a scriptural word) for Jew
ish believers, separate from that for gentile believers.
-------------------------

sis there are a couple of things going on here which i may not have communicated very well. By separate i don't mean th
at the destiny of Israel has nothing to do with our own as Gentiles. what i mean is that our Destinies are one indeed in Je
sus, they all work to one cause, that being the Glory of God Forever.AMEN. Now there is a distinction in that these 2 hav
e different roles to play in that end just like the role you have in Jesus and the role i have are different and yet work towa
rd the same cause. This is the Manifold Wisdom ofgod being Revealed through us to the powers of the air. That God sh
ows His Wisdom and Power and Glory in Manifold Nature, like looking at a diamond and the many facets each refract lig
ht a little differently. That's what i'm getting at.
We can look for example at the warning Jesus gave to the disciples concerning the abomination of desolation. He told th
ose living in Judea to flee when they see it. Yes He was speaking to His disciples as Christians but also from a very uniq
ue Jewish standpoint which has a gravity for them different to our own. Now that doesn't mean that the Gentile believers
will have nothing to do with that, but rather the roles being played there differ but both are toward the same end. Paul ev
en reiterates that matter. Paul also speaks of how the Gentile is to make the Jew Jealous so as to bring him to Salvation
which is another distinction in the roles of Jew and Gentile. There is also the calling of the 144000 from the 12 tribes, an
d the 144000 from among men. 2 sets of people with differing miinistries in terms of their target but both working to the
Glory of God forever.
does that make sense? Also i don't think one can limit this to just the N.T. because the O.T. has some more details in it c
oncerning these things which we would do well in understanding. i would suggest to continue reading the O.T. prophets
and see what God says through them.
so in short we are One people but we have roles which differ in the Eternal Cause just like you and i though being one in
Christ, have different Roles in the Manifestation of the Glory of God because He reveals through you and me different At
tributes of Himself.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/24 16:34
Greetings bro IRONMAN,

Quote:
-------------------------sis there are a couple of things going on here which i may not have communicated very well.
-------------------------

I appreciate your reply, but... I still believe you are mixing Old and New Covenant in your thinking. Let me give an exam
ple from what you've posted above:

Quote:
-------------------------Paul also speaks of how the Gentile is to make the Jew Jealous so as to bring him to Salvation which is another distinction in the rol
es of Jew and Gentile.
-------------------------
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Please read this last quote slowly, trying to spot what I see and hear... as a mistake... either in your logic, or in your ter
minology.
?

By the way, what did you think of my post to Phillip on p8? (I think it is relevant to our discussion, also.)
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/24 21:48
Greetings sis D in Jesus's Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
sis D
i think i am just having a hard time getting across what is in my mind. as i said, there is no distinction between Jew and
Gentile in terms of Salvation. However, in God GLorifying Himself through this Work, there are differing roles. i read your
response to bro Philip and i agree we are one Nation in God, yet we each have differing roles to play. curiously you have
n't said anything about what i had said before about your role in this Purpose of God being different than mine because
we are different people. That is the distinction which i am talking about.it's like the allegory Paul uses of the Body of Chri
st. Each part is unique and serves a unique function though each part is of the Same Body. So this is the distinction bet
ween Jewish and Gentile Belivers. Both are Saved by the Blood of Christ but the roles of both are different and yet are f
or the Same Cause so it is not an either or thing here.
i will use another example. you said that we ought to consider ourselves citizens of heaven right? Now our relationship t
o our country of origin and/or residence ought to be washed through that. See i am a Zimbabwean, i was born in Americ
a and grew up in Zimbabwe so i am ZImbabwean but also an American citizen (not an AMerican because that is a differ
ent thing altogether) You on the other hand (i'm not sure where you're from) are from wherever it is you're from. Both of
us are Saved. i as a citizen of Heaven have been given a responsibility to tend to my nation Zimbabwe which you yourse
lf have not received. This is what God has destined for me concening that nation. Are we separate? Not in terms of Salv
ation requirements but our roles in bringing God Glory are very distinct because of what God has spoken to each of us.
Just as God has spoken to ISrael concerning the restoration in the land and so on, it is linked with their own Salvation an
d there is a role in God's Plan which is reserved for His bride Israel. These things are 1 in that God is Glorified in them b
oth. Just like there is Predestination and yet there s free will. The common thinking is that the 2 are mutually excusive ye
t to think so is to have a warped view of what is going on. Without understanding that there is a unique role for the Gentil
e and Jew in God's Plan to bring Glory to Himself through the Salvation of men, is to have a poor view of what God is do
ing. So for you to get a better view of this, you would have to dig into the O.T. prophets some more because there is mu
ch there which speaks to this very thing, namely the role of the Jew in all this.
i belived you when you said you didn't buy into replacement theology, however it seems to me that you don't have a gras
p on the role of ISrael and the Gentile is in this whole thing which God is doing and it is a much needed thing because it
puts things into perspective. This is a part of the analogy of the body of Christ. Each part is different but works together.
or maybe i'm tripping...like i said if i am wrong, may God set me straight coz He knows i don't want to run around delude
d.
if that doesn't make my position plain enough, i don't know what will except for one of 2 things.
1) if i am wrong, God sets me straight.
2) if indeed this is the Heart of God, that He opens your eyes and sets you straight.
Grace and PEace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
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Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/8/25 2:39
My Quote:
"And:
The proposed non-separation of the Children of Israel and the Body of Christ's Church, son's of God."
This has nothing to do with who is saved, it has to do with how Israel was saved and how the Church is saved.
This was the addition I intended to this quote:
"My challenge to you to back up your proposed separation between Jewish believers and gentile believers from the New
Testament awaits."
Israel separated to the Law of Moses and the Church being different to Grace by Faith.
Of course anyone save now is saved to the Body of Christ, whether they are Jew or Gentile. All from the Cross are save
d the same way, individually, not as nations or peoples.
Everybody wants to commingle Israel and the Church and make salvation the same in the old testament and the new te
stament. That is commingling Law and Grace. I hope this explains my statement better. For I agree with everything yo
u say except a small disagreement. I am no longer an American Oakey, born in Seminole Oklahoma in the United state
s, trained in college and American Flyers School of Avaition, having flown with Kings and Presidents and in audiance bef
ore them. I am a Christian, birthed by My Father in Heaven which puts me in His Family by the Christ in me. What did
Paul say about his heritage and upbringing? It was fertilizer. Love you sis, thanks for keeping me on my toes.
Philippians 3:4-11 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he
might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of t
he Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness whic
h is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count al
l things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all thin
gs, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which i
s of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may know him
, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by an
y means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
Only in Christ.
In Christ: Phillip
The Church and Israel - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/25 15:07
dear saints
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
brethren i just want it to be clear that i don't believe Israel is Saved apart from Christ. Their Salvation is no different from
our own so there is no separation in that sense at all. Some would have you think that Israel can somehow bypass Chris
t but that's not the case at all. Now yes i believe that their role in bringing God Glory is different to our own but we are 1 i
n the same Cause.
Indeed we are Saved as individuals but aren't nations made up of individuals? can we not say then that nations are save
d in that sense? of course our Primary Citizenship is in Heaven but our earhtly nationalities remain and serve a function
which can only be properly realized by our walking in the Primacy of our Heavenly Citizenship.
Grace and PEace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
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Re: The Church and Israel - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/8/25 18:04
Quote:
""Indeed we are Saved as individuals but aren't nations made up of individuals? ""
Yes Just as The Body of Christ, one heavenly nation in Christ, a new creation race of the son's of God.
Rev 3:14 Â¶ And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation of God.
Mar 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
Rom 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who
is blessed for ever. Amen.
Rom 8:19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.
Rom 8:20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected in hope,
Rom 8:21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of th
e children of God.
Rom 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Ch
rist Jesus our Lord.
2Cr 5:17 Therefore if any man in Christ, a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become ne
w.
Gal 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.
Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

1Cr 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free; and hav
e been all made to drink into one Spirit
Earthly: "One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all
Heavenly: One nation birthed in Chrst, indivisable from God the Father, with Peace and rest and Grace for all that belie
ve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Baptized into one Spirit.
In Christ: Phillip
Heavenly People...Earthly Consequences. - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/25 20:28
bro Philip
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
indeed you spoke well when you made the distinction of earthly vs Heavenly nationalities as it were. However bro Phillip,
don't you think that in our stepping into the fullness of what it is to be Citizens of Heaven, that we also affect, and very dr
astically so, the nations of our earthly citizenship? i would say for us to be one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all is something which can only come to be once we step into the fullness of our Heavenly Citizenship. An
yhow what i am saying is that being Citizens of Heaven has an affect on our earthly one and that is an evidence to those
who look at us that we are Citizens of Heaven.
Grace and PEace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
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Re: Heavenly People...Earthly Consequences. - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/8/26 1:08
Yes the world needs to see the kingdom of God on this earth. This is what they don't know or have seen or heard, inclu
ding 90%of the church also.
Galatians 2:16-20 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we h
ave believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the w
orks of the law shall no flesh be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinn
ers, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a tr
ansgressor. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who lo
ved me, and gave himself for me.
And the truth of the Person that is in us not just a religion of do's and don'ts.
Colossians 1:26-29 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest t
o his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which i
s Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worket
h in me mightily.
Making us lend to the reaching for the intended goal of our rebirth.
Colossians 3:1-14 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right ha
nd of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chris
t in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your me
mbers which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, w
hich is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also wal
ked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communi
cation out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on
the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor
Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, as
the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbear
ing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also d
o ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.
In Christ: Phillip
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/26 18:44
Greetings bro IRONMAN, :-)
I thank you for the time you've taken to keep hammering at your point. You have explained it perfectly, and that's why I
asked for the New Testament endorsement of it... and also, why I continue to resist accepting it while it's based in Old
Testament scriptures only.

Quote:
-------------------------Indeed we are Saved as individuals but aren't nations made up of individuals? can we not say then that nations are saved in that se
nse?
-------------------------

I don't believe we can ever say a 'nation' is saved, apart from the new Israel.
In Ezekiel I've come across more than one reference to God's intention to have a people which\who have been purged fr
om people who are not His.
In other words, whatever nation a person was born into by their first birth, won't matter, (including 'Israel'), because He is
going to be saving only those born again. Jesus said we 'must' be 'born again'. Rarely does Jesus use the word 'must'.
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You also had said:
Quote:
-------------------------That is the distinction which i am talking about.it's like the allegory Paul uses of the Body of Christ. Each part is unique and serves a
unique function though each part is of the Same Body. So this is the distinction between Jewish and Gentile Belivers. Both are Saved by the Bloo
d of Christ but the roles of both are different and yet are for the Same Cause so it is not an either or thing here.
-------------------------

Honestly.... there is no distinction between Jewish and gentile believers. How many times does the New Testament ma
ke this point?
Of course, your 'body' analogy is completely correct, but, there is no scriptural basis for separating Jew and gentile withi
n the body. This was one thing I was getting at with my 'spot the mistake' post... that the reference to jealousy is not bet
ween members of the Church... as the jealous party is yet unsaved.... and once a Jew\Israelite is saved, he has no reas
on to be jealous.
Paul had ample opportunity in his letters to mention such a distinction, and he doesn't.... not even once. The reverse is
more true, that he rules out a distinction, several times.
I guess this is why you have had to base all your extrapolations on Old Testament texts... and that's why I do not accept
it. Frankly, in the light of the New Covenant, and Jesus' own teachings, it doesn't make sense (either).
Another question might be... How could any gentiles who have been grafted into the olive tree, in any way excluded from
the olive tree's life, ministry, and final end, as you infer, without making nonsense of their grafting?
I realise you're attached to this doctrine you've espoused, but, I'm truly concerned that in accepting it, you are blind to a
more radical truth, which is more consistent with the whole New Testament, and not inconsistent with the Old.
i'm not saying there is a separation... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/26 20:29
Greetings in Jesus' Name sis D by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------I thank you for the time you've taken to keep hammering at your point. You have explained it perfectly, and that's why I asked for th
e New Testament endorsement of it... and also, why I continue to resist accepting it while it's based in Old Testament scriptures only.
-------------------------

but sis D, i don't think one can ignore the O.T. texts, i would say that the O.T. texts which speaks of the Salvation specifi
cally of the Jew make all the sense in the world to me in light of the New Covenant in that once Israel steps into it (that is
to come to Salvation) those things will be fulfilled for her. i'm looking at the O.T. in light of the New Covenant...hence this
makes perfect sense in my mind.

Quote:
-------------------------I don't believe we can ever say a 'nation' is saved, apart from the new Israel.
-------------------------

what about this in Rev 7?
vs 9
After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo
ple, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their ha
nds;
this is the sense i am speaking of when i talk of the Salvation of Nations, people from various nations being Saved. i look
at the population of people saved from any nation as being that nation. if that's wrong may our Lord staighten me out.
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Quote:
-------------------------In Ezekiel I've come across more than one reference to God's intention to have a people which\who have been purged from people
who are not His.
-------------------------

yes which is the Gentile but He also says He will call some out of Israel itself also.

Quote:
-------------------------Of course, your 'body' analogy is completely correct, but, there is no scriptural basis for separating Jew and gentile within the body.
This was one thing I was getting at with my 'spot the mistake' post... that the reference to jealousy is not between members of the Church... as the jeal
ous party is yet unsaved.... and once a Jew\Israelite is saved, he has no reason to be jealous.
-------------------------

but sis a finger and a toe aren't the same thing but they are not separate, they are part of the body and both serve differe
nt and distinct purposes. i never said anywhere that the Gentile and Jew are separated but that their purposes are distin
ct but are both to the end that God be Glorified. There is no separation there because the 2 are 1 but they play differing r
oles. Just like there is no separation between you and i sis D, but we both serve different purposes in God bringing Glory
to Himself...not sure why you don't see nor address that because that is all i am saying.

Quote:
-------------------------Paul had ample opportunity in his letters to mention such a distinction, and he doesn't.... not even once. The reverse is more true, th
at he rules out a distinction, several times.
-------------------------

sis, Paul said there is no distinction in terms of Salvation. however He did say this concerning distinction in the body:
1 Corinthians 12:
27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 28 And God hath set some in the church, first apo
stles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, div
ersities F46 of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 30 H
ave all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: an
d yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.
This is the distinction i am trying to get at. There are certain things which are peculiar to Gentile believers which God will
use to His Glory and the same for Jewish ones. The POINT being we are ONE but we serve varying functions and that i
s the distinction. Not all of us are eyes or ears are we? Not every one of us is an Apostle or Prophet, or Teacher, or Wor
ker of Miracles are we? NOt all of us speak in tongues. Does this make us separate? not as i understand things, to me it
brings out the Manifold Nature of the Wisdom of God being Revealed to us and and the powers through us in different w
ays through each individual. do you see what i'm getting at?
i used the example of the Gentiles bringing the Jews to Jealousy to bring up the point that there always was a distinction
between Jew and Gentile in what God wanted to work through either people to His Glory which carries on while we are i
n the body. Each part is unique, fashioned for a specific purpose which can't be done by another.

Quote:
-------------------------I guess this is why you have had to base all your extrapolations on Old Testament texts... and that's why I do not accept it. Frankly, i
n the light of the New Covenant, and Jesus' own teachings, it doesn't make sense (either).
-------------------------

sis, i don't know how you can push aside the O.T. as though it has no relevance in this matter but i am looking at the O.T
refernces in light of the New Covenant. Ezekiel 36 is contingent on Israel stepping into the realization of Jesus as Messi
ah otherwise there is no point. This applies for the chapters which follow that.
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Quote:
-------------------------Another question might be... How could any gentiles who have been grafted into the olive tree, in any way excluded from the olive tr
ee's life, ministry, and final end, as you infer, without making nonsense of their grafting?
-------------------------

again i'm not saying that we are excluded from the life of the Olive Tree.i didn't infer that sis, you assumed it. We share i
n it. We are branches grafted in however even if you look at the parts of a branch, you see there are differing parts whic
h do differing things. The leaves capture sunlight and make food for the plants, the stems of the leaves supply the leave
s with raw materials, and take finished products away. The small branches are there to hold up the leaves and the bigge
r ones to hold up the smaller ones and transport materials and so on. does that make sense?

Quote:
-------------------------I realise you're attached to this doctrine you've espoused, but, I'm truly concerned that in accepting it, you are blind to a more radica
l truth, which is more consistent with the whole New Testament, and not inconsistent with the Old.
-------------------------

sis maybe i am off the mark and if i am God set me straight, coz i would be in sore need of such. Have you considered t
hat maybe you are wrong in your view? that perhaps a look at some of these O.T. references in the Light of the N.T. wo
uld make them more sense as opposed to relegating them to being O.T. and not considering an examination, a thorough
one through the lense of the N.T?
that's how i am looking at this, that the O.T. Refefences i brought up are Depenedant Completely on Israel stepping into
the New Covenant as we have?
maybe i am wrong sis, i fess up to it but i have yet to see you make that consideration and that does concern me coz it d
oesn't seem like you are as open to that possibility as i am. i am concerned because if i am right, something drastic woul
d have to happen to make you reconsider...
maybe i am tripping...or maybe you're considering everything but the point...i guess i don't know how else to say this but
it seems clear enough in my mind. May God give me Grace to better communicate this if i have heard rightly from Him, o
r if i am in error set me straight...
with that i don't really have anything else to say so i'm gonna sit down and be quiet and let God show me i am wrong an
d set me sraight or vindicate what i believe He has said to me.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/28 12:38
Hello again IRONMAN, :-)
There is something I'd like to lay to rest once and for all in this discussion... the idea that I don't take OT texts into
consideration.
I haven't counted the times you've chosen to say I 'ignore' them, but, please stop thinking that I 'ignore' them.
Can we have a deal here...? That if you wish to allude to texts you believe I may not have considered, which are releva
nt to your belief of my mistaken-ness, that you would please bring them to my attention and ask me how I read them?
Any problem with this request, please let me know. 8-) Thanks.

Quote:
-------------------------i would say that the O.T. texts which speaks of the Salvation specifically of the Jew make all the sense in the world to me in light of t
he New Covenant in that once Israel steps into it (that is to come to Salvation) those things will be fulfilled for her.
-------------------------

Here, I think you are rushing too far ahead.
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I had never (until very recently), heard this doctrine of 'multiple fulfilments', but I really don't think I believe it. So far, my r
eading brings me to places where specific prophecy was fulfilled. After this, both the prophecy and the events become h
istory and they (orwe) move on.
Having said that, I do believe a great deal of the Old Testament (not to be confused with the Old Covenant), has a stron
g spiritual message, in the light of the understanding brought by the Holy Spirit to believing hearts and minds.
Therefore, while I accept there is prophecy which has not yet been fulfilled, in the light of God sending Jesus when He di
d, thus setting up a completely new set of standards by which to judge life, death and everything in between, I am reluct
ant in the extreme, not to retune my understanding to the New Testament's tenor ... especially regarding Israel and my p
art in her now.

OK... you make this claim:
Quote:
-------------------------i'm looking at the O.T. in light of the New Covenant...hence this makes perfect sense in my mind.
-------------------------

Of course, those of us born so long since the New Covenant was established, have no choice. But, I believe there is a b
ig mistake in doing this retrospection with a mixture of the natural mind, and the spiritual mind.
I believe this is where you and others have not been rigorous enough (by some long way), to STOP thinking you can dip
in and out of the Old Testament, reading it the way an Israelite might, whilst not ruthlessly taking on board every word th
ose first Jewish Christians wrote, to state from their enlightened perspective, what they now expected God to fulfil.
The big example of this which you have not answered, is that the writer to the Hebrews specifically states that Israel had
had opportunity to reclaim the land, but did not. Now (meaning back in the first century AD), he totally revamps the term
s of Israel's future, in the light of the New Covenant, clearly stating that Israel now seeks a better, a heavenly country.
If you would - factor this New Testament truth into your thinking - there has to be a difference between the way the Old T
estament peoples imagined God's promises to them would come to pass, and what now they can expect.
I would add that they always had their minds set on physical prosperity as a reward for keeping the law, an earthly kingd
om and an outward one.
They were wonderfully obtuse to the deeper call of God on their lives to actually care about Him, His opinions, His power
, His purposes.
All this changes under the New Covenant, if they will receive it... which many of them won't.
So, I don't believe we can interpret the OT the way you are interpreting it, and call that 'in the light of the New Covenant',
unless we are willing to alter our terms of reference at a profound level, and work at (with our minds) grasping what it me
ans to be a Jew inwardly (or as Tyndale evocatively puts it 'the Jew hid within).
To try and explain my view better, I tried to think of an example of something which has a linear history, which is neverth
eless open to redirection. What I came up with is an apple tree, because fruiting stock can be grafted into rootstock, and
we know Christ is both EDIT: all. end.
So, when trying to convince me that you read the OT in the light of the New Covenant, what you are saying sounds like
you are telling me you look at the seed, and you know what it is going to produce, even though when it was still only a s
eed you had no way of knowing what kind of tree or fruit would grow from it (except perhaps you knew it was an apple s
eed).
From the perspective I espouse, while I can know from the fruit, that this tree grew from a seed (Gen 1), I judge it primari
ly by its appearance (leaves - existence, health, strength, survival - its blossom and its fruit. I don't for a second rememb
er there was a seed once, which germinated and became a new creation.#
But you seem to be saying that all the hopes attributed to the life hidden in that seed, must be retained, even when the f
acts of the tree which grew, did not turn out that way.
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Or, that somehow, we have to splice the old hopes together with the new reality, to escape the conclusion that the only r
e-interpretation would be that God is not true to His word.......?..... :-?
EDIT: Are you beginning to see the difference I'm getting at? end.

I have more to add to my reply, but right now there is something I have to do here, now, which prevents me from comple
ting at this time.
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/28 15:16
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------Can we have a deal here...? That if you wish to allude to texts you believe I may not have considered, which are relevant to your bel
ief of my mistaken-ness, that you would please bring them to my attention and ask me how I read them?
-------------------------

i am thinking primarily of Ezekiel 36 to the end of the book. i believe you said you were reading those chapters, perhaps
you haven't finished with them yet. i apologize sis, forgive me.

Quote:
-------------------------I had never (until very recently), heard this doctrine of 'multiple fulfilments', but I really don't think I believe it. So far, my reading brin
gs me to places where specific prophecy was fulfilled. After this, both the prophecy and the events become history and they (orwe) move on.
-------------------------

i am not speaking of multiple fulfilments here, but speaking of things which have yet to happen in my estimation, namely
Ezekiel 36s restoration of Israel, the Gog and Magog war, the temple rebuilt and David sitting on the throne in Jerusalem
Ruling over Israel. That to me makes sense only in light of Israel, specifically stepping into the New Covenant as we hav
e. What i ought to have said was that the scriptures which speak of a future Salvation of Israel, which if we look at histor
y have not yet been fulfilled, make sense in light of the New Covenant. this is what Paul was talking about (i believe) wh
en he talked about Israel being grafted back in.

Quote:
-------------------------The big example of this which you have not answered, is that the writer to the Hebrews specifically states that Israel had had opport
unity to reclaim the land, but did not. Now (meaning back in the first century AD), he totally revamps the terms of Israel's future, in the light of the New
Covenant, clearly stating that Israel now seeks a better, a heavenly country.
-------------------------

yes they could have but they await God to give it to them in the manner described in Ezekiel 36-37. in Israel's future ther
e is the earthly land, from which Christ will Rule in the Millenium, a land which will be made up after the nations which oc
cupy the lands of Israel are removed, Jordan, Syria and some others. So this is a better country in that it is not taken but
rather given by God. What has happened now is that they have taken it.

Quote:
-------------------------I would add that they always had their minds set on physical prosperity as a reward for keeping the law, an earthly kingdom and an
outward one.
-------------------------

as are we sometimes even in the New Covenant.
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Quote:
-------------------------They were wonderfully obtuse to the deeper call of God on their lives to actually care about Him, His opinions, His power, His purpo
ses.All this changes under the New Covenant, if they will receive it... which many of them won't
-------------------------

some of us are also this very way. and yes indeed most Jews will miss the boat, but like Paul said, ALL Israel shall be S
aved, which is the full population of Jewish believers and Gentile believers also.

Quote:
-------------------------So, I don't believe we can interpret the OT the way you are interpreting it, and call that 'in the light of the New Covenant', unless we
are willing to alter our terms of reference at a profound level, and work at (with our minds) grasping what it means to be a Jew inwardly (or as Tyndale
evocatively puts it 'the Jew hid within).
-------------------------

i am sorry for the confusion, i didn't mean the whole O.T., i was speaking specifically of those things which await fulfilme
nt concerning Israel's Salvation.
sis again i don't believe there is a separation of Jew and Gentile but that the 2 have distinct Roles in God being Glorified
through them.
i hope that clarifies things a bit more.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/30 10:12
Re: i'm not saying there is a separation...

Hi IRONMAN,
This is my second reply to your last post on p9.
You asked about my thoughts on Rev 7:9, regarding saved nations.
'After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;'

Well, here's how I read it. You may not know I have a love of English analysis and interpretation, which means I take a
radical stance.
As I said earlier, a nation is a group of people who have a birth in common. Naturally speaking, this is the land\territory
in or over which they were born.
I knew an American family who called their first son Bruce, because he was born in an airplane over Scotland. Likewise,
the actual district in which a birth is registered is related not to the nationality of the mother if she is an alien in that
country, but, to the PLACE in which her child was born. And that child retains that BIRTHPLACE, which can never be
changed, even if he grows into an adult who wants to claim the nationality of his mother, and does so through a formal
process by which he is reckoned to have been born in her home country.
Before I finish answering the point above, I need to reply to this one: when I said:
Quote:
-------------------------In Ezekiel I've come across more than one reference to God's intention to have a people which\who have been purged from people
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who are not His.
-------------------------

You replied:
Quote:
-------------------------yes which is the Gentile but He also says He will call some out of Israel itself also.
-------------------------

First, I don't find any gentiles being called out in the word Ezekiel gave from God, although there is plenty of it in Isaiah's
prophecies. But, I haven't finished reading Ezekiel yet. There will be more answers when I do.
Secondly, in that God was primarily talking to Israel about how He was going to save them - but without explaining to the
m exactly how... apart from by His hand and His outpoured wrath - I am very clear in my mind that before any truly gentil
e believers in Christ had been added to the Church, it is correct to refer to those Jewish believers who had accepted the
New Covenant with God (through Christ having borne God's wrath against mankind, not only 'Israel'), as Israel. They ar
e Israel through being born of the Spirit; they are a new nation, with a new definition of Jewishness (Rom 2:28, 29).
They are\ it is also, Israel in the sense that God promised she would be married, despite her broken espousal to Him, an
d how actively she pursued it.
Now, going back to the nations in Rev 7:9, these are only representatives, defined by their first birth and not by their sec
ond birth. So, they are not whole nations.
You may think I'm really nit-picking, but there are so many people who believe they will be saved somehow anyway, I wa
nt to explain that your terminology is confusing. You may have meant exactly what I've explained, but, it didn't read like t
hat. I hope we're okay on this point.

Quote:
-------------------------Have you considered that maybe you are wrong in your view? that perhaps a look at some of these O.T. references in the Light of t
he N.T. would make them more sense as opposed to relegating them to being O.T. and not considering an examination, a thorough one through the le
nse of the N.T?
-------------------------

I consider I may have been wrong in my view when the Holy Spirit alerts me to an assumption I'm making.
As far as looking at the OT in the light of the NT, I have been brought up on this for the last 3 decades, and what it does
is, show up the total redefinition of salvation, which was effected through Christ's work.
On these forums, there is far more Old Covenant terminology applied to Christ's work, than New Covenant understandin
g applied to the Old Covenant.
Also, I hope you are being as careful as I am, not to mix the term OT and Old Covenant, and NT and New Covenant, as
that too, is confusing.
Personally, I think the difference - on one specific matter - deserves its own thread, and I plan to start such a thread very
soon.
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/30 20:02
SIS D
Greetings in Jesus' name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------I knew an American family who called their first son Bruce, because he was born in an airplane over Scotland. Likewise, the actual
district in which a birth is registered is related not to the nationality of the mother if she is an alien in that country, but, to the PLACE in which her child
was born. And that child retains that BIRTHPLACE, which can never be changed, even if he grows into an adult who wants to claim the nationality of h
is mother, and does so through a formal process by which he is reckoned to have been born in her home country.
-------------------------

do what now? :-? :-P
i think i understand how this applies to our Savlation.
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Quote:
-------------------------First, I don't find any gentiles being called out in the word Ezekiel gave from God, although there is plenty of it in Isaiah's prophecies
. But, I haven't finished reading Ezekiel yet. There will be more answers when I do.
-------------------------

you know what sis, i think i misread what you said in your initial post. i read it as though those people who aren't His are
gentiles when it refers to those Jews who are not His inwardly. sorry about that sis.so Ezekiel is directed to the Jew with
no reference to Gentile Salvation (that i can think of at present) as it is in Isaiah.

Quote:
-------------------------Secondly, in that God was primarily talking to Israel about how He was going to save them - but without explaining to them exactly h
ow... apart from by His hand and His outpoured wrath - I am very clear in my mind that before any truly gentile believers in Christ had been added to th
e Church, it is correct to refer to those Jewish believers who had accepted the New Covenant with God (through Christ having borne God's wrath agai
nst mankind, not only 'Israel'), as Israel. They are Israel through being born of the Spirit; they are a new nation, with a new definition of Jewishness (Ro
m 2:28, 29).
-------------------------

i am thinking of those who are yet Jews outwardly and haven't come to Christ yet in the sense of what Paul said when h
e said they are not all Israel who are of Israel. There is the Israel which is born of the Spirit which we are a part of, and t
hat which is natural and from which will come some of those who make up the Israel of God. My thing is that in our being
grafted into Israel we don't forget that Israel will too be grafted into Israel.

Quote:
-------------------------Now, going back to the nations in Rev 7:9, these are only representatives, defined by their first birth and not by their second birth. S
o, they are not whole nations.
-------------------------

when i talked about whole nations being saved i meant this as the fullness of the people of God for that nation, i exclude
d the rest who remained unsaved so we are saying the same thing from a different viewpoint.

Quote:
-------------------------As far as looking at the OT in the light of the NT, I have been brought up on this for the last 3 decades, and what it does is, show up
the total redefinition of salvation, which was effected through Christ's work.
-------------------------

indeed!

Quote:
-------------------------Also, I hope you are being as careful as I am, not to mix the term OT and Old Covenant, and NT and New Covenant, as that too, is
confusing.
-------------------------

i am trying to! see to me it is all very clear in my mind although sometimes it may not come out that way in my posts! all i
bless God for His Mercy.AMEN.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
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Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/30 20:22
Greetings IRONMAN :-D
Quote:
-------------------------My thing is that in our being grafted into Israel we don't forget that Israel will too be grafted into Israel.
-------------------------

I've stopped laughing now... because I can't believe you ever thought I'd forgotten.... as in many posts I've drawn attenti
on to the fact that the first Jews to believe were the beginning of true Israel in the Spirit, the people God has been longin
g to bring to Himself for centuries.
You know, bro, I think part of my problem with the way not just you but many others in similar discussions phrase things,
is that y'all talk in the future tense, like none of this has happened yet.
To me, that is completely off the wall, because the rest of the time y'all are talking like the world is going to end the day a
fter tomorrow, and a whole lot of prophecy has yet to be fulfilled.
One of my main intentions in these discussions, is to convey to all reading, that a great deal of prophecy is being fulfilled
while we type, and has been fulfilled before our great grandaddies were a twinkle in their daddy's eye.

So bro IRONMAN, it is a relief to find we are closer than you thought. 8-)
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/8/31 0:25
Sis Dorcas
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------I've stopped laughing now... because I can't believe you ever thought I'd forgotten.... as in many posts I've drawn attention to the fac
t that the first Jews to believe were the beginning of true Israel in the Spirit, the people God has been longing to bring to Himself for centuries.
-------------------------

and how long pray tell did you laugh sis? :-P now that my point has been made ABUNDANTLY clear...:-P you best not fo
rget it this time :-P

Quote:
-------------------------You know, bro, I think part of my problem with the way not just you but many others in similar discussions phrase things, is that y'all
talk in the future tense, like none of this has happened yet.
-------------------------

you know sis, i suppose that we present that aspect of it and neglect that the point of our Salvation really is somewhere i
n the Heart of God, before creation since this is when Christ was slain. All Israel has been Saved since then but awaits t
he realization of what God has already determined. it is future in the sense that we haven't seen the full physical manifes
tation of it and yet it is past and present too just as Christ was, is and is to come. kinda like how we have always been in
Heavenly Places since that point of our Salvation, we are there now as Paul says we are and yet we await for His Retur
n to take us there...

Quote:
-------------------------To me, that is completely off the wall, because the rest of the time y'all are talking like the world is going to end the day after tomorr
ow, and a whole lot of prophecy has yet to be fulfilled.
-------------------------

to be sure there is much yet awaiting fulfilment in terms of the realization in the physical of what God has determined fro
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m before time. Of course how long it will take is longer than most people anticipate...it will be within our lifetime i believe
but not like...tomorrow...there is the 7 yrs of the trib etc...

Quote:
-------------------------One of my main intentions in these discussions, is to convey to all reading, that a great deal of prophecy is being fulfilled while we ty
pe, and has been fulfilled before our great grandaddies were a twinkle in their daddy's eye.
-------------------------

i see that too, we agree there sis, perhaps it would have helped if you said so sooner so i could cop to it sooner... :-P

Quote:
-------------------------So bro IRONMAN, it is a relief to find we are closer than you thought.
-------------------------

wait a minute!!! how about we're closer than you thought also? :-P 8-) :smart:
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/8/31 17:54
Hi there, IRONMAN,
After I'd shut down last night, I had another thought... well, a couple of other thoughts...

Quote:
-------------------------i suppose that we present that aspect of it and neglect that the point of our Salvation really is somewhere in the Heart of God, befor
e creation since this is when Christ was slain. All Israel has been Saved since then but awaits the realization of what God has already determined. it is
future in the sense that we haven't seen the full physical manifestation of it and yet it is past and present too just as Christ was, is and is to come. kind
a like how we have always been in Heavenly Places since that point of our Salvation, we are there now as Paul says we are and yet we await for His
Return to take us there...
-------------------------

I just wanted to check that your 'All Isreal' is what we've been talking about... that when us gentiles are saved, and beco
me part of the spiritual Israel, there are parts of the nation\people 'of Israel', which, like the parts of other nations which
we discussed from Rev 7:9 won't be saved, because they didn't believe either?

The other thought was that I've left a question for moe_mac in Something's MISSING! (p3) which you might like to have
a go at answering... :-D

Quote:
-------------------------i see that too, we agree there sis, perhaps it would have helped if you said so sooner so i could cop to it sooner...
-------------------------

Do you ever read the very end of Acts 2, and think about what it might mean for today's churches if we were to recapture
that first century clarity?

Quote:
-------------------------wait a minute!!! how about we're closer than you thought also?
-------------------------

Let's just say I'm glad we are now using similar language to communicate similar ideas.
It seems we were both tackling what the other person wasn't saying, or, we weren't giving the other person credit for gre
ater context to their thought than was being expressed in writing...
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Let's keep talking though. 8-)
Gentile Tribulation Questions...and Answers - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/2 1:12
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------I just wanted to check that your 'All Isreal' is what we've been talking about... that when us gentiles are saved, and become part of t
he spiritual Israel, there are parts of the nation\people 'of Israel', which, like the parts of other nations which we discussed from Rev 7:9 won't be saved
, because they didn't believe either?
-------------------------

yes indeed.

Quote:
-------------------------Do you ever read the very end of Acts 2, and think about what it might mean for today's churches if we were to recapture that first c
entury clarity?
-------------------------

sis, i long for the day in which we Christians will be like the brethren of old in those days of Acts 1 and 2. do i think about
what that would be like, well i am in a sense consumed by it. Everywhere i go i find us treating one another so poorly (i a
m guilty also) that i am grieved deeply at the way things are so i press into God to make me such a saint.

Quote:
-------------------------Let's just say I'm glad we are now using similar language to communicate similar ideas.
-------------------------

i suppose so! :-P

Quote:
-------------------------It seems we were both tackling what the other person wasn't saying, or, we weren't giving the other person credit for greater context
to their thought than was being expressed in writing...
-------------------------

i believe this to be true, bless God for the Beauty and Utility of Fellowship.AMEN.
Grace and PEace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.

Re: Gentile Tribulation Questions...and Answers - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/9/2 13:03
What do you mean when you say we are part of spiritual Israel?
In Christ: Phillip
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Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/2 14:19

Quote:
-------------------------What do you mean when you say we are part of spiritual Israel?
-------------------------

Hi Phillip, :-)
I value this opportunity to answer this question, as I've developed a growing concern for the measure of confusion comin
g over to me from US Christians in a general way - even those who also believe in new birth, baptism in the Holy Spirit a
nd the gifts of the Spirit - both in the use of language which is totally Old Covenant, and in their retention of a carnal con
cept of 'Israel', which ended with the Old Covenant ......... please, read the next bit very slowly please, .... which ended
with the Old Covenant for those who moved directly into the New Covenant in the generation that the New Covenant be
gan.
Does that make sense?
EDIT: Let me state clearly, that I recognise everyone has a natural birth - a natural identity - while in a body of flesh. I d
o not believe this disappears when one is born again. But I do believe its significance should alter, and one's citizenship
of heaven should take precedence if a choice has to be made. EDIT end.
The answer to this began to unfold on p8, but it is entangled in my conversation with IRONMAN, in which he proposed t
hat Jewish and gentile believers each carry a separate 'destiny' in the Church, which he likens to the different functions
Paul describes in 1 Cor 12, where Paul likens the Church to a body.
So far, although IRONMAN and I have come a long way and discovered we agree on something, he has not found New
Testament texts to back up the idea he was promoting before p8.

On p8, I said this to him, and it largely answers your question, if you could kindly follow my posts after it?

Quote:
-------------------------I have long understood that the destiny of gentile believers is identical in Christ, to what Jewish believers expect to receive. In other
words, together (Jewish and gentile believers), we are 'Israel', God's 'chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, pr
oclaim the praises of Him who called out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who ha
d not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 11 ... sojourners and pilgrims ...' (1 Peter 2)
-------------------------

We found ourselves on the word 'nation', meaning a people with a common identity through the territory on which they w
ere born - because the word 'nation' is rooted in the word for birth.
Having established that those from any natural nation (by their first birth), are known by that national identity, and that no
t all members of any nation (tongue, kindred or tribe) are saved (or will be), we agreed that those born of the Holy Spirit
are a 'holy nation'.
Next sentence was edited for greater simplicity and clarity.
Thus, we agreed that anyone (of whatever natural descent), who enters this New Covenant with God, by being born of H
is Spirit becomes a member of His 'holy nation', or, 'spiritual Israel'.

EDIT:
One has to remember that the Old Covenant did not end until Christ opened a new and living way to God.
For those under the Old Covenant at the time (such as it had become under the Romans), to believe in Christ was to go
from having been born into natural Israel, to being born into spiritual Israel, without a pause.
As God had always spoken to Israel, so He had again - by His Son. And although Jesus proved not to be the one to deli
ver them from the Romans in the way many had imagined, He did prove to be the Messiah who delivered them from a m
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ore serious bondage - the bondage to sin.
What do you make of that explanation?

contd.
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/3 19:07
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
you said sis D

Quote:
-------------------------The answer to this began to unfold on p8, but it is entangled in my conversation with IRONMAN, in which he proposed that Jewish
and gentile believers each carry a separate 'destiny' in the Church, which he likens to the different functions Paul describes in 1 Cor 12, where Paul lik
ens the Church to a body.
-------------------------

sis, didn't i later on say that what i meant was not a separation but a distinction in that we are all 1 but have unique functi
ons individually in bringing Glory to God because His Glory is Manifold?

Quote:
-------------------------I have long understood that the destiny of gentile believers is identical in Christ, to what Jewish believers expect to receive. In other
words, together (Jewish and gentile believers), we are 'Israel', God's 'chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, pr
oclaim the praises of Him who called out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who ha
d not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 11 ... sojourners and pilgrims ...' (1 Peter 2)
-------------------------

yes, i have no qualms with that, we all share in the promise but that doesn't negate or minimize that we have different rol
es in bringing Him Glory. The Destiny is Christ being formed in us do you see that? i admit my expression of this concep
t has probably been the cause of the confusion and through you i have been able to better express it. so i guess what i h
ave been saying all along is that the origin (whether Jewish or Gentile) of the believer allows God to Manifest Himself in
a unique way which is distinct. The destiny then in that sense is uniqute for Gentiles and Jews and for men and women
because we are all distinct even in Christ for the Purpose of the Manifold Manifestation of His Glory in each of us.
you said also:

Quote:
-------------------------So far, although IRONMAN and I have come a long way and discovered we agree on something, he has not found New Testament
texts to back up the idea he was promoting before p8.
-------------------------

i think the last part of what you said is a bit of stretch sis. i may have bungled in expressing properly what was clear in
my mind but surely the scriptures i brought forth should have made it a bit plainer what i was getting at? We are all mem
bers of 1 Body with differing functions. i expressed that as best i could when i related what God has called for me to do i
n Zimbabwe because i am a Zimbabwean. you couldn't do that because there are some things unique to my experience
which you don't have. in the end the Destiny is the formation of Christ in us, the work which is before us all is unique to e
ach of us.
Now Sis, God isn't done with the Jew yet and i believe we both know this.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
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ROMANS 11... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/3 20:02
sis D Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
i believe that Romans 11 is a scripture which communicates perferctly what i have been trying to say.
Paul says:
1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of t
he tribe of Benjamin. 2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.
Paul is speaking here of His Jewish heritage and his recognition of it in Salvation in Christ. Paul then says this:

11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is com
e unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the
diminishing F43 of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?
what do you think that means? what do you think of Romans 11?
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/3 21:16
IRONMAN said
Quote:
-------------------------i believe that Romans 11 is a scripture which communicates perferctly what i have been trying to say.
-------------------------

Well, would you believe this....? I also believe that Romans 11 is a scripture which communicates (at least) part of what
I have been tryint to say! :-D

In Eli's thread 'Jacob to Israel', he also asked me to say what I think about Romans 11.
To both of you I say this... that the step of faith by which a man or woman is born again, necessarily connects them to C
hrist's death. I'm sure we agree.
But if you don't hold on to Christ's death in your subsequent expositions, you lose the whole meaning of what Paul said r
epeatedly all through his epistles.
I have explained the importance of new birth in the preceding posts in this thread, which show how believers become all
that God promised Israel in Exodus 19 onwards.
Since Christ came and inaugurated a new and living way to heaven for us, I believe Jews are living on borrowed time in
every natural generation, if they don't accept their Messiah; just as I believe gentiles are living on borrowed time if they r
eject their Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
But I accept that God had a special relationship with Jews until Jesus came, and that He still loves to see 'Jews' finding
salvation.
What I cannot agree as an interpretation of scripture, is that after new birth, Jews carry on as before - making claims fo
r their own importance or mission or purposes - in Christ. I do not believe the New Testament supports this view in a g
eneral way. I would go further; the New Testament most particularly does not support this view in any way at all.

You may feel this doesn't answer your question fully. I hope that the next post, which I was preparing when you added t
his question, may add something useful to our further discussion.
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Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/3 21:18

Hello again IRONMAN :-)
My post to Phillip was a roundup of what we had said to each other. I don't think I said anything that wasn't true either
about what you actually said, or, where we moved to a point of agreement.
I hear you repeat your examples, involving nationality and 'Destiny' as if this leads to ' Christ being formed in us' - but I
entreat you to be consistent within what we have agreed is the meaning of the second birth and its differences from the
first birth.... please.... and do your best to stop reverting to first birth thinking within the framework of second birth living b
y faith.

We haven't discussed this fully, (yet) but it's clear from your drift back to a statement like

Quote:
-------------------------Now Sis, God isn't done with the Jew yet and i believe we both know this.
-------------------------

that while you agree Jew and gentile become one in Christ and in Him there is no difference between them spiritually, so
mething of how the 'body of Christ' on earth should be manifested to the world - the 'spiritual Israel' - has not been prope
rly explained to you... or, you have not made the connections from your Bible study; because having agreed to the truth
of 'spiritual Israel', you immediately return to natural (rather than spiritual\scriptural) thinking.
I do know that 'God isn't done with the Jew yet' but, when I agree to that statement, I insist that it can refer only to the un
saved Jew.
For, once a Jew is saved, his Jewishness loses its power to confer on him any more of a special or important identity tha
n that received (through the Spirit) by a saved gentile...
The New Testament offers substantial descriptions of distinctions within the 'body of Christ' according to the gifts God gi
ves when He baptises a believer in the Holy Spirit.
These are your clues to our individual new 'identities in Christ' - which are according to our spiritual functions, independe
ntly of all previous identifiers (such as nationality, gender, or local social status).
I accept that our 'natural' identities are used by God, as He calls men to serve their own generation. This may include th
e use of local languages within geographical or kindred boundaries, or instinctive understanding of cultures, but these co
mmunication skills often are acquired by people from other natural backgrounds, for the purpose of such missions.
In other words, our natural identities are disposable to God. What makes us unique and eternally important to Him, is ou
r faith in Jesus Christ, through which we become sons, that we may enjoy fellowship with Him.
To serve God demands that we bring our bodies and everything natural about ourselves, into subjection to Him, with the
help of the Holy Spirit. We don't treat Him like a tool for doing what 'we' want.
This principle applies as much to gentiles, who should lose their national identity 'in Christ', as to others (Jews, maybe),
who may arrive with a great knowledge of the Old Testament or outward religious culture, who also must be prepared to
learn as children, what it all really means.
In the following verses penned by Charles Wesley, are an excellent exposition of what both of us have agreed (I believe)
.
I think it is Wesley who gave us the term 'second' birth. Jesus called it being 'born again' or born 'from above' and it mig
ht just as well be called the 'last' birth, I believe... Whatever... Jesus said we 'must' get it, or, we will neither 'see' nor 'ent
er' the kingdom of God.
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Hark! The herald angels sing,
Â“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!Â”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With thÂ’angelic host proclaim,
Â“Christ is born in Bethlehem!Â”
Christ, by highest HeavÂ’n adored;
Christ the everlasting Lord;
Late in time, behold Him come,
Offspring of a virginÂ’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail thÂ’incarnate Deity,
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hail the heavÂ’nly Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
RisÂ’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die.
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Come, Desire of nations, come,
Fix in us Thy humble home;
Rise, the womanÂ’s conquÂ’ring Seed,
Bruise in us the serpentÂ’s head.
Now display Thy saving power,
Ruined nature now restore;
Now in mystic union join
Thine to ours, and ours to Thine.
AdamÂ’s likeness, Lord, efface,
Stamp Thine image in its place:
Second Adam from above,
Reinstate us in Thy love.
Let us Thee, though lost, regain,
Thee, the Life, the inner man:
O, to all Thyself impart,
Formed in each believing heart.

Therefore, when 'the kingdom of God is within you' so also is Christ.
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ROMANS 11... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/3 23:55
SIS dorcas
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------To both of you I say this... that the step of faith by which a man or woman is born again, necessarily connects them to Christ's death
. I'm sure we agree.
-------------------------

indeed we do.

Quote:
-------------------------But if you don't hold on to Christ's death in your subsequent expositions, you lose the whole meaning of what Paul said repeatedly a
ll through his epistles.
-------------------------

who's letting go of Christ's death? :-? who could? :-?

Quote:
-------------------------I have explained the importance of new birth in the preceding posts in this thread, which show how believers become all that God pr
omised Israel in Exodus 19 onwards.
-------------------------

ok.

Quote:
-------------------------Since Christ came and inaugurated a new and living way to heaven for us, I believe Jews are living on borrowed time in every natur
al generation, if they don't accept their Messiah; just as I believe gentiles are living on borrowed time if they reject their Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
-------------------------

i agree.

Quote:
-------------------------But I accept that God had a special relationship with Jews until Jesus came, and that He still loves to see 'Jews' finding salvation.
-------------------------

i would say God the Father still has a special relationship with Israel, one which is such that He will not let them perish b
ut bring them to Salvation in by opening their eyes to Salvation. i think also the relationship is dear enough to Him that H
e warns us unnatural branches not to boast againt the natural ones lest we be burned ourselves like the natural ones...H
e doesn't say the converse...

Quote:
-------------------------What I cannot agree as an interpretation of scripture, is that after new birth, Jews carry on as before - making claims for their own i
mportance or mission or purposes - in Christ. I do not believe the New Testament supports this view in a general way. I would go further; the New Test
ament most particularly does not support this view in any way at all.
-------------------------

whose interpretation is that though? i don't agree with it either. i mean if a Jew were to come to Christ, he could not rema
in as he was before, if anyone meets Christ, how could he remain unchanged.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
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Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/4 0:12
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
thanks for your last post sis.i think that puts it all in order. Have you any thoughts on what you have read in Ezekiel yet?
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/4 21:03
Dear IRONMAN, greetings :-)
It has been a growing concern that you're unable to show from the New Testament, the 'distinction' you believe is given
to Jews in the Church; therefore, I've taken a lot of time today, to pull together a few thoughts, based on your longer post
to me, above.
You've asked me more than once if I'm open to see things differently than I do, and in a general way I know that I am
open to the correction of scripture, and to hearing freshly from God on anything at all. But, I want you to understand
better, my resistance to your thesis.
I'm not just being stubborn. Not only can you not find scripture specific to the interpretation you're offering, but I've sat u
nder many detailed Bible expositions of the New Covenant, worshipped in churches which only operated in the way Pau
l instructs in 1 Cor 14, and never have I heard of the distinction you promote here.
I don't know where you've heard it, but it's not a New Testament concept - although the Old Covenant clearly separates I
srael from the rest of mankind. Nevertheless, even this rule is sprinkled with exceptions continually.
I'm still reading Ezekiel, and will need to go over it again, soon. There is time for more discussion of my findings, in the f
uture.

Quote:
-------------------------i would say God the Father still has a special relationship with Israel, one which is such that He will not let them perish but bring the
m to Salvation in by opening their eyes to Salvation.
-------------------------

Brother, seriously, have all my posts really left you with the impression that I don't think God still has 'a relationship' with
unsaved Israel?
However, it's not possible to read the OT and imagine the 'special'ness of God's relationship with Israel preserves them f
rom his purgings and corrections; but because of this relationship, they are slaughtered for their disobedience as routinel
y as their disobedience. It's a 'special relationship' all right! .... While He promises to let a remnant survive, there is no ti
me when He won't 'let them perish' if they continue to sin against Him.
What have I said which is at variance with the OT - except that from the NT ... ? ;-)
Just for the record, I also believe God has a 'special relationship' with unsaved gentiles, whereby they can be convicted
by truth, repent, and be saved in response to the gospel. ;-)

.... The rest of my reply is divided in two ....
contd.
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Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/4 21:28
sis Dorcas
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------Brother, seriously, have all my posts really left you with the impression that I don't think God still has 'a relationship' with unsaved Isr
ael?
-------------------------

for some reason this is what i thought till your last post before this one in which you mentioned that.

Quote:
-------------------------It has been a growing concern that you're unable to show from the New Testament, the 'distinction' you believe is given to Jews in t
he Church; therefore, I've taken a lot of time today, to pull together a few thoughts, based on your longer post to me, above.
-------------------------

sis, i wonder about the 144000 from the 12 Tribes of Israel in Rev 7 and then in Rev 14 the 144000 which are the firstfrui
ts of men to the Lamb. is this not a distinction along the lines i am thinking of? it is not said of the latter 144000 which trib
e they are from if any so what do you figure that means?
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/4 21:36
What you said before this, I'll come to, after.
Quote:
-------------------------He doesn't say the converse...
-------------------------

I'd like to take this that you said, first.
The pivot for Paul's turning his preaching ministry to the gentiles, was not that no gentiles had ever been saved by that p
oint in time, (Acts 10), but that the Jews of that generation - crowds of individuals - had rejected the gospel of 'Christ cru
cified'.
Acts 13:46, 47
Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, "It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but s
ince you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has
commanded us: 'I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, That you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.' "
In the above scripture, I notice Paul and Barnabas 'grew bold' before they could make that statement. It wasn't natural
to them to turn to the gentiles.
Acts 14:27
Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with them, and that He
had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. (This implies the door of faith to the Jews\Israel had already been opened.)

In Ephesians 2, Paul first alludes to the natural gentile and natural Israel, who are united in Christ through the Spirit.
11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh -- who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circu
mcision made in the flesh by hands -- 12 that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonweal
th of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
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14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 havin
g abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Hims
elf one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body throu
gh the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.
17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.
18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

Please notice Paul's use of the phrase 'in the flesh' (vv 11 and 12) is applied both to gentiles and Jews, the latter with ref
erence to their physical circumcision.
A gentile 'in the flesh' who came to faith in Christ, also lost his natural identity, by becoming part of 'the commonwealth o
f Israel'.
This is not merely implied by Paul, but clearly stated in v 12, where being 'without Christ' made them 'strangers from the
commonwealth of Israel'. But, since circumcision no longer saves the Jew, it cannot be Israel of 'the flesh' into which ge
ntiles are joined; it must be to the new Israel of the Spirit.
Paul states clearly that gentiles had had 'no hope and were without God in the world' at the end of v 12. By default, this i
s also a clear statement that natural Israel) had enjoyed those 'covenants of promise' in their relationshp with God befor
e Christ.
But now, Paul states clearly v 13, that the blood of Christ has brought the gentiles near, and in Christ Himself (v 14) the
separation between natural Israel and (natural) gentiles, which had developed into a wall (- a wall with a life of its own, w
e learn from roadsign's thread 'God's Plan for Peace and Unity') IS broken down.
This happened on the cross. This means that wall doesn't exist any more in God's heaven, or in the Spirit, or in the Fat
her's heart and mind, and if we have our minds renewed according to that same Spirit today, that wall will cease to exist
in our thinking also. Christ is not divided (1 Cor 1:10 - 13).
In v 13, gentiles are now as near as Jews, because they are 'in Christ' - to the extent that elsewhere Paul states 'there is
no difference'. Christ has 'made both one' early in v 14 backed up by a fuller explanation of how they are now part of the
'one body', v 16.
v 17 is particularly interesting as a rebuttal of your comment above: And He came and preached peace to you who were
afar off and to those who were near.
To whom did Christ preach?
When did He preach 'to those who were near'?
(Another question might be, how did He preach to them?)
The gospel accounts and Paul are clear, that because they were 'near' through 'the covenants of promise', Christ Himsel
f preached to natural Israel. He had made these covenants with the fathers (see below), and the apostles were obeying
His last commission to them - Matt 28:19, 20 - by now preaching the New Covenant.

contd.

Page 95/118

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Gentile Tribulation Question

Re: Gentile Tribulaton Question, on: 2007/9/4 22:09

'that I might be their God' was ever the purpose of the 'covenants of promise'. I looked for an early summary, and found
this from Leviticus.
The emphasis (below) is not on Israel per se; it is on God being God to a people who want Him to be their God (in 5D re
ality).
Young's v 45 is clearer, I believe, as he is an expert at the grammar:
Leviticus 26:45
then I have remembered for them the covenant of the ancestors, whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt before th
e eyes of the nations to become their God; I am Jehovah.' (see context below)
(NKJV)
40 If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass which they trespassed against m
e, and that also they have walked contrary unto me;
41 And that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the land of their enemies; if then their un
circumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity:
42 Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraha
m will I remember; and I will remember the land.
43 The land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth desolate without them: and they shall
accept of the punishment of their iniquity: because, even because they despised my judgments, and because their soul
abhorred my statutes.
44 And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast them away, neither will I abhor them, to d
estroy them utterly, and to break my covenant with them: for I am the LORD their God.
45 But I will for their sakes remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in th
e sight of the heathen, that I might be their God: I am the LORD.
46 These are the statutes and judgments and laws, which the LORD made between him and the children of Israel in mo
unt Sinai by the hand of Moses.

One of the things which strikes me about vv 45 and 46, is Paul's restatment of this piece of God's logic in Romans 11, w
here he reminds his readers that this principle existed from early on in the wilderness. I looked up how many years had
passed, and the exodus was 1500 years before Christ... That's a long time! This is very sobering, surely?

So, while I don't dispute that natural Israel was blessed (or punished) by God depending on her attitude towards Him fro
m time to time, '1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 ha
s in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the
worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the wor
d of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high' (Heb 1) and
'being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured ou
t this which you now see and hear (Acts 2:33), the Jews who had initially received Him were the beginning of 'the Israel
of God' (Gal 6:15, 16), and natural Israel (as you agree) no longer held the key of access to God's word to mankind.
Jesus is the Door (John 10:9), and it's not a mistake He was talking about sheep and a sheepfold when He said that (los
t sheep of Israel - other sheep - one fold - one Shepherd).
Revelation 4:1 '...behold, a door standing open in heaven.
Romans 11:14
if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them.
Paul is clear that the prime distinction between unsaved Jew and saved Jew is that the relationship with God moves fro
m their flesh, to His Spirit.
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Quote:
-------------------------i think also the relationship is dear enough to Him that He warns us unnatural branches not to boast againt the natural ones lest we
be burned ourselves like the natural ones...
-------------------------

I wonder if you are missing something in this statement here, that spiritual Israel the 'natural ones' must be grafted in al
so, to their 'own' olive tree - Christ the Root - through faith in Him.
No Israelite was, or is, naturally (ie of the flesh) born saved. But many modern believers seem to be eating the lie that w
hen gentiles are born again, we are joined to natural Israel. The same lie proclaims she is 'the olive tree'.
No, we are not. No, she is not.
We are joined to spiritual Israel, which began when the Holy Spirit was poured on those in the upper room in Jerusalem.
Before the end of that day the Holy Spirit had also come upon three thousand other Jews (of differing nationalities; those
Jews were not all 'Israelites')
Galatians 6:15, 16 (Young)
for in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation; and as many as by thi
s rule do walk--peace upon them, and kindness, and on the Israel of God!
In another thread, it was suggested that 'and on the Israel of God' is Paul separating Israel from the Church, and praying
a blessing on her.
At the time I read the suggestion, I focused (as the poster asked me to) on the 'and', as if it joins in a second sentence a
bout natural Israel. If this is the case - if this is what Paul intended - then it has to be taken in the context of these verse
s from Galatians 4:22 - 26 For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewo
man.
But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, which thi
ngs are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hag
ar -- for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her chil
dren -- but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.
Here is is clear Paul is not refering to natural Israel as a 'new creation', but as one bound in her old 'creation'.
I believe a more flowing reading of the end of Galatians 6, is that Paul was doing something David often did in the Psalm
s: he refered to an individual, he drew the whole people into his prayer, then gave a more specific declaration on God's b
lessings. In the Psalms, there is not a set order, but frequently there are shifts between the persons affected. Here (Gal
6), Paul moves from individual new creations, to a general blessing on all believers - 'the Israel of God' - before ending o
n a personal note.
God has shown Himself more than willing to cut off Israel when she turned her back on Him, so perhaps Paul knew the
national consciousness could remember their captivities' causes and felt it only fair to warn gentiles God does not tolerat
e pride in self or sin?

Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/4 22:47
IRONMAN asked me
Quote:
-------------------------sis, i wonder about the 144000 from the 12 Tribes of Israel in Rev 7 and then in Rev 14 the 144000 which are the firstfruits of men t
o the Lamb. is this not a distinction along the lines i am thinking of? it is not said of the latter 144000 which tribe they are from if any so what do you fi
gure that means?
-------------------------

Well, simple as this answer may seem, it strikes me as reasonable for Jesus to have mentioned that there will be specifi
c representation from each of the twelve tribes, partly because of the dispersions which had occurred throughout their lo
ng history, and partly because He'd already told the disciples this:
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Matthew 19:27 - 30 Then Peter answered and said to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall
we have?" So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the thr
one of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyo
ne who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall re
ceive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.
There is also this in Luke 22:25 - 30, which is even more interesting: And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles ex
ercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called 'benefactors.' But not so among you; o
n the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. For wh
o is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the On
e who serves. But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials. And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My
Father bestowed one upon Me, that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the tw
elve tribes of Israel."

Another reason Jesus may have mentioned these things to John and the Church, is that he was exiled at the time of this
revelation, and like God telling Elijah He had reserved 7000 to Himself, who had not bowed the knee to Baal, it would ha
ve been an encouragement to John, as it is to us of a distant generation, to have Jesus' word that other believers would
and will endure to the end. (They had already tried to kill John and failed... )

Do you think it's more complicated than that?
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/9/5 1:21
When Israel rules again, where will they rule?
Where will the Church the Body of Christ be?
Is not a Jew and a Gentile the Body of Christ?
How can the Body of Christ be the Israel He is going to be King of?
In Christ there is neither circumcision of uncircumcision, that is Jewish Israel or non Jewish Gentile.
Male of female, bond or free, etc.
How can the Body of Christ as new creatures in Christ, son's of God, God's birthed children, be Israel?
Colossians 3:10-11 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created h
im: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Chris
t is all, and in all.
Who created the new man?
Who is renewing us in knowledge?
By who's Mind, in who's Mind?
Christ is all in all. Christ is not Israel and either is the Christian.
In Christ: PHillip
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Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/9/5 1:27
Quote:
I have long understood that the destiny of gentile believers is identical in Christ, to what Jewish believers expect to
receive. In other words, together (Jewish and gentile believers), we are 'Israel', God's 'chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, proclaim the praises of Him who called out of darkness into His marv
elous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have o
btained mercy. 11 ... sojourners and pilgrims ...' (1 Peter 2)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you look up "Nation", it certainly is not Israel. Strong's Greek Dictionary
1484. ethnos
Search for G1484 in KJVSL
eqnoV ethnos eth'-nos
probably from 1486; a race (as of the same habit), i.e. a tribe; specially, a foreign (non-Jewish) one (usually, by implicati
on, pagan):--Gentile, heathen, nation, people.
"NON JEWISH"
In Christ: Phillip
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/9/5 4:29
Jhn 1:47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!
Whom is no guile for?
Revelation 14:4-5 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the
Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.
Who are God's people? Israel. Who are the Lambs first fruits in the Millennial Kingdom?
The 144,000.
Who are the Lambs first fruits now, being already seated in Christ with God? The Christian, The Body of Christ, His
Church. Not Israel unless it be an individual Jew that believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and is saved and now
no longer a Jew, but a new race of People, a new creation Nation, Christ-ones, Christians.
Son's of God, because of the Son of God. Not Israel the People of God. Jdg 20:2 And the chief of all the people, of all t
he tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand footmen that dre
w sword.

In Christ: Phillip
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/5 6:25
Dear Phillip,

Quote:
------------------------- an individual Jew that believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and is saved and now no longer a Jew, but a new race of Peopl
e, a new creation Nation, Christ-ones, Christians.
-------------------------

Yes. This would be the spiritual Israel by the definition of having the heart circumcised (Rom 2:28, 29)
Each individual person making up 'Israel after the flesh' must be born again by the Spirit to become pleasing to God - spi
ritual Israel.

On the matter of not being a Jew any more.... what's the difference to your first birth 'nationality' since you were born aga
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in?
Wouldn't you still call yourself 'American'?
I think that as long as a believer who is Jewish by their first birth - 'after the flesh' - understands that they have become
a new creation in the Spirit, it is only reasonable that they be permitted to continue to think of their nationality as 'Jewish'.
The Bible does not refer to born again Jews, either as 'Jewish' or 'Israelite', but as 'Israel'.

EDIT: But of course, Paul refers to himself as both 'an Israelite' and 'a Jew' and refers to Peter as 'a Jew' who 'lives like
a gentile'. My point in this post is, it's not really 'unscriptural' for a person of Israelite or Jewish descent to continue to thi
nk of themsellves in these terms, or, to call themselves 'Jewish', for instance.

I've been thinking about the matter of natural nationality, more today, and there is a biblical perspective I would like to ad
d in another post.
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/9/5 18:36
I totally understand where you are coming from, and it is a thing that brings us together with The People of God, Israel. I
t was Israel's pride and arrogance that brought their fall. If we as Christians are branded as spiritual Israel the scary part
is that we will become in pride and arrogance as they and begin to do what many churches are doing and caring on the
outward ceremonial and works of the law that would make them pleasing to God. We know this is not the Body of Christ
and not our religious plight. We are to recognize that Jesus Christ is our all. We are to worship God in the Spirit not in o
ur religious works and props, as all that the Jews still use in their Sabbaths worship and stators and all their ceremonially
use of foods and instruments in their application of the Law.
This is what Paul fought all of his whole ministry;
Galatians 2:3-15 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised: And that becaus
e of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that the
y might bring us into bondage: To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel mi
ght continue with you. But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: Go
d accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me: But contrariwis
e, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was u
nto Peter; (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me to
ward the Gentiles:) And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given
unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto
the circumcision. Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do. But whe
n Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came fr
om James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them whi
ch were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried
away with their dissimulation. But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said un
to Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compelles
t thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles.
Let us not live as do the Jews, even to those that are in Christ, they have still an arrogance and thinking they are better t
han Gentile Christians. This is wrong and Paul personally confronted Peter about it and to his face before all present tol
d him this is not right, trying to make Gentile Christians as physical and spiritual Israel.
In Christ: Phillip
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will ya let me catch up sis? - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/6 1:30
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
you said:

Quote:
------------------------dorcas wrote:
What you said before this, I'll come to, after.
Quote:
-------------------------He doesn't say the converse...
------------------------I'd like to take this that you said, first.
The pivot for Paul's turning his preaching ministry to the gentiles, was not that no gentiles had ever been saved by that point in time, (Acts 10), but that
the Jews of that generation - crowds of individuals - had rejected the gospel of 'Christ crucified'.
Acts 13:46, 47
Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, "It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge y
ourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us: 'I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, T
hat you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.' "
In the above scripture, I notice Paul and Barnabas 'grew bold' before they could make that statement. It wasn't natural to them to turn to the gentiles.
Acts 14:27
Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with them, and that He had opened the door of faith t
o the Gentiles. (This implies the door of faith to the Jews\Israel had already been opened.)

In Ephesians 2, Paul first alludes to the natural gentile and natural Israel, who are united in Christ through the Spirit.
11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh -- who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by h
ands -- 12 that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, ha
ving no hope and without God in the world.
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the en
mity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and
that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.
17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.
18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

Please notice Paul's use of the phrase 'in the flesh' (vv 11 and 12) is applied both to gentiles and Jews, the latter with reference to their physical circu
mcision.
A gentile 'in the flesh' who came to faith in Christ, also lost his natural identity, by becoming part of 'the commonwealth of Israel'.
This is not merely implied by Paul, but clearly stated in v 12, where being 'without Christ' made them 'strangers from the commonwealth of Israel'. But,
since circumcision no longer saves the Jew, it cannot be Israel of 'the flesh' into which gentiles are joined; it must be to the new Israel of the Spirit.
Paul states clearly that gentiles had had 'no hope and were without God in the world' at the end of v 12. By default, this is also a clear statement that n
atural Israel) had enjoyed those 'covenants of promise' in their relationshp with God before Christ.
But now, Paul states clearly v 13, that the blood of Christ has brought the gentiles near, and in Christ Himself (v 14) the separation between natural Isr
ael and (natural) gentiles, which had developed into a wall (- a wall with a life of its own, we learn from roadsign's thread 'God's Plan for Peace and Uni
ty') IS broken down.
This happened on the cross. This means that wall doesn't exist any more in God's heaven, or in the Spirit, or in the Father's heart and mind, and if we
have our minds renewed according to that same Spirit today, that wall will cease to exist in our thinking also. Christ is not divided (1 Cor 1:10 - 13).
In v 13, gentiles are now as near as Jews, because they are 'in Christ' - to the extent that elsewhere Paul states 'there is no difference'. Christ has 'ma
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de both one' early in v 14 backed up by a fuller explanation of how they are now part of the 'one body', v 16.
v 17 is particularly interesting as a rebuttal of your comment above: And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who wer
e near.
To whom did Christ preach?
When did He preach 'to those who were near'?
(Another question might be, how did He preach to them?)
The gospel accounts and Paul are clear, that because they were 'near' through 'the covenants of promise', Christ Himself preached to natural Israel. H
e had made these covenants with the fathers (see below), and the apostles were obeying His last commission to them - Matt 28:19, 20 - by now preac
hing the New Covenant.

contd.

-------------------------

wow! i see more clearly now.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/6 1:42
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
you said:

Quote:
-------------------------I wonder if you are missing something in this statement here, that spiritual Israel the 'natural ones' must be grafted in also, to their 'o
wn' olive tree - Christ the Root - through faith in Him.
-------------------------

ah, i was looking at natural Israel being grafted back in...well why did Paul not say "grafted in" rather than "grafted back i
n"? or is it that Paul is saying that Israel was always connected to the Root? if Israel is grafted back into the Spiritual Isra
el as we have been grafted in, i assume that this grafting back in is after a transformation of what ISrael is from Natural t
o Spiritual?
in the end though, we ought to always have before us the Grace and Mercy of God as the reason for our Salvation lest
we get cut off...
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.

Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/6 1:47
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------Another reason Jesus may have mentioned these things to John and the Church, is that he was exiled at the time of this revelation,
and like God telling Elijah He had reserved 7000 to Himself, who had not bowed the knee to Baal, it would have been an encouragement to John, as it
is to us of a distant generation, to have Jesus' word that other believers would and will endure to the end. (They had already tried to kill John and failed
... )
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-------------------------

mmm, i never thought of that...so to me it wasn't that complicated, i just thought it was a distinction between Jew and Ge
ntile in what God had determined for each to do...something to consider here. thanks sis D
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/6 17:39
Hello Phillip,
Thank you for this:
Quote:
-------------------------I totally understand where you are coming from,
------------------------Quote:
-------------------------Let us not live as do the Jews, even to those that are in Christ, they have still an arrogance and thinking they are better than Gentile
Christians. This is wrong and Paul personally confronted Peter about it and to his face before all present told him this is not right, trying to make Gentil
e Christians as physical and spiritual Israel.
-------------------------

Being over here in the UK, there's a different attitude and atmosphere towards Jews, and mostly, they are unannounced
and do not draw attention to themselves.
But, from my discussions on SI, I've come to feel that there is pressure from Jewish Christians to somehow claim credit f
or their natural relationship with Christ and imply gentile Christians are in the Church because of their beneficence, rathe
r than God's.
So now that the church seems to have added to this, a worshipful attitude to unsaved Jews, I'm definitely concerned that
we don't lose the plot altogether ... because ... already unsaved Jews are playing catch-up; there is no other Messiah, an
d He's coming for His Bride. Readiness is required.
How I speak to my own heart on the matter of readiness... I ask if the picture painted by my life, really shows that my he
art has been changed?

Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/6 18:20
IRONMAN, thank you for your replies. I'm responding in random order.... beginning here. This is what I had in mind to
share further.
Quote:
-------------------------mmm, i never thought of that...so to me it wasn't that complicated, i just thought it was a distinction between Jew and Gentile in wha
t God had determined for each to do...something to consider here.
-------------------------

First, thank you for considering whatever it is you picked up from my posts.
I realised when I was alluding to Acts 2, and the many nationalities of Jews who joined the Church on the day of Pentec
ost, that here was another aspect of the early Church which disappears completely in the New Testament. Its multi-ethn
ic diversity is hardly ever mentioned. All the exposition is to show how the law is no longer the way we please God, but f
aith is.
The crossover of that discussion at the point Abram is chosen - but not yet circumcised - undercuts any claim Jews coul
d have on a 'distinction' from gentiles. The whole of Paul's thesis is that God chose Abram before there were any 'Jews'
- before Jacob had been born. 'Israel' did not exist except in God.
The fresh comment I wished to make about spiritual Israel, is that she is the gathering of those who have been born fro
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m above - born again. I'll quote John, to expound the distinction he's pointing out.
John 3:5, 6
Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom o
f God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
John 3:12
If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?
John 3:27 - 36
John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven. You yourselves bea
r me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been sent before Him.' He who has the bride is the bridegroo
m; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Ther
efore this joy of mine is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease. He who comes from above is above all; he who
is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. And what He has seen and h
eard, that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony.

He who has received His testimony has certified that God is true. For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God,
for God does not give the Spirit by measure. The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. He who b
elieves in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abide
s on him."
John 8:23 - 37
And He said to them, "You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. Therefore I s
aid to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am you will die in your sins."
Then they said to Him, "Who are You?" And Jesus said to them, "Just what I have been saying to you from the beginnin
g. I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those thi
ngs which I heard from Him."
They did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father. Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Ma
n, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. An
d He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him."
As He spoke these words, many believed in Him. Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My
word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can you say, '
You will be made free'?" Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. A
nd a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall
be free indeed. I know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in y
ou.

In these portions of scripture, it is pretty clear that Jesus was looking for people in whom His word has a place. That is
what would distinguish them.

On the matter of the importance God places on natural birth nationality, I do agree that He cares there be representativ
es of each, in heaven with Him. I believe that has more to do with His heart, calling to His creation, than our part in resp
onding to Him.
There are many other quotes from the gospels, which endorse the perspective Jesus was bringing to Israel in His time, li
ke 'My kingdom is not of this world.' It wouldn't matter if one thought that he meant His kingdom is of the next world, or, t
hat it is completely invisible: it represents an unmistably emphatic disconnect with earthly Israel.
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Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/6 19:02
Bro IRONMAN, you said
Quote:
-------------------------ah, i was looking at natural Israel being grafted back in...well why did Paul not say "grafted in" rather than "grafted back in"?
-------------------------

This is tricky to answer, but there are plenty of clues all over scripture and there are answers in Romans 11 itself.
Paul did say 'grafted back in' in reference to those Jews who had been broken off through unbelief. One thing you have
to acknowledge with Jews, is they don't do much by halves. It's pretty much all or nothing. So if they don't believe, they
are very sure they don't! But the grace of God is, that He has set an open Door now, for those who would change their
minds.
I believe Paul's allusion to the 7000 who had not bowed the knee to Baal in Elijah's day, is a big clue. Remember, Jesus
said John the Baptist was 'Elijah' again, if they would receive it? This, then, is a reference to those who had kept the law
, and had responded to John the Baptist's call to repentance, and had followed Jesus, and had later believed in His resu
rrection, and then were ready to receive the Holy Spirit as soon as He was sent.
I think if we try to imagine what it was like to have been there living through these changes as they became available ov
er a number of years, we see that whereas someone like Paul had definitely not believed in Christ, the disciples always
had. And who cannot identify with Nathaniel and his 'Can anything good come out of Nazareth?' Yet Jesus commende
d him for his honesty, saying ' "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!" (John 1:46, 47)

Quote:
-------------------------or is it that Paul is saying that Israel was always connected to the Root? if Israel is grafted back into the Spiritual Israel as we
have been grafted in, i assume that this grafting back in is after a transformation of what ISrael is from Natural to Spiritual?
-------------------------

I agree with your assumption. Israel as a whole, has not always been connected to the Root. But, I have a strong impre
ssion that some Christians believe this is what Paul means, when he refers to their 'own' olive tree. I don't know how the
y can conclude this while keeping the New Covenant out of their analysis.
What do you think of that explanation?

Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/9/6 19:38
One last thought in repsonse to your comment here, bro IRONMAN:

Quote:
-------------------------wow! i see more clearly now.
-------------------------

Well, I'd be interested to hear if you'd be willing to share what has changed in your thinking....?

Also, I'm not wishing to divert our conversation at all, but I came across an article posted elsewhere on SI, where there i
s reference to 'spiritual Israel', in the light of the book of life being opened.
'... In that Book the names of the saved are written... the register, not only of the names of God's spiritual Israel but...'
I thought you may be interested.

Also, in my research to answer Eli's question in his thread 'Jacob to Israel', I came across these references which point t
o 'true Isreal':
Psa 73:1
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Truly God is good to Israel,
To such as are pure in heart.
Isa 45:17
But Israel shall be saved by the LORD
With an everlasting salvation;
You shall not be ashamed or disgraced
Forever and ever.
Isa 49:3
"And He said to me,
'You My servant, O Israel,
In whom I will be glorified.'
(Tie this up with what happened in John 12:28, when some people thought they heard thunder, but John heard what Go
d said.)
Then there are the references to 'Israel' in Romans 9 - 11 which are very dependent on their context for their exact mea
ning.

Lastly, I came across this, and was absolutely fascinated at what Paul has done to Isaiah's words from 59:20 - which, in
cidentally, are completely in keeping with every other OT injunction upon Israel to walk with God or He will not bless the
m. I've underlined the differences:
Isa 59:20
The Redeemer will come to Zion,
And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob," Says the LORD.
Paul claims he is rendering the same verse but says this: 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:
"The Deliverer will come out of Zion,
And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;

Oh yeah? Oh YEAH!
working it out... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/6 21:41
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
i thank God, as you should also for what He has shown me through this dialogue.

Quote:
-------------------------I realised when I was alluding to Acts 2, and the many nationalities of Jews who joined the Church on the day of Pentecost, that her
e was another aspect of the early Church which disappears completely in the New Testament. Its multi-ethnic diversity is hardly ever mentioned. All th
e exposition is to show how the law is no longer the way we please God, but faith is.
-------------------------

i guess sis we can agree that the disappearence of enthinicity as far as being mentioned in the Church doesn't mean a l
ack of relevance but rather the bringing to the fore of what is Chief. Ethnicity has its place and function but it is NOT to b
e chief over our Heavenly Ethinicity. i think of all the different tongues and tribes and nations which will be represented in
Heaven each of which brings forth a unique Aspect of God like a choir singing in unison and perfect harmony.
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Quote:
-------------------------The crossover of that discussion at the point Abram is chosen - but not yet circumcised - undercuts any claim Jews could have on a
'distinction' from gentiles. The whole of Paul's thesis is that God chose Abram before there were any 'Jews' - before Jacob had been born. 'Israel' did n
ot exist except in God.
-------------------------

i thought the distinction was always plain in the old covenant? or is it that the thing Paul is saying is that the distinction is
n't something which has its source in Jewry but has it's source in God Himself who made the distinction?

Quote:
-------------------------In these portions of scripture, it is pretty clear that Jesus was looking for people in whom His word has a place. That is what would d
istinguish them.
-------------------------

indeed, to be something beyond Jews in the flesh but to be of the Spirit of God. that is a whole different ball of wax...

Quote:
-------------------------On the matter of the importance God places on natural birth nationality, I do agree that He cares there be representatives of each, i
n heaven with Him. I believe that has more to do with His heart, calling to His creation, than our part in responding to Him.
-------------------------

this is more what i was thinking along the lines of as far as distinction goes but i digress...what you said at the end bless
ed me so. Yes in the end Salvation is a matter which has to do with His Heart because if He didn't show us Mercy, there
could be no Salvation. If He didn't quicken us, we could in nowise respond to Him in the appropriate manner so as to rec
eive the Gift.

Quote:
-------------------------There are many other quotes from the gospels, which endorse the perspective Jesus was bringing to Israel in His time, like 'My king
dom is not of this world.' It wouldn't matter if one thought that he meant His kingdom is of the next world, or, that it is completely invisible: it represents
an unmistably emphatic disconnect with earthly Israel.
-------------------------

True sis.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
seeing a bit better now... - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/6 22:14
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved. AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------Paul did say 'grafted back in' in reference to those Jews who had been broken off through unbelief. One thing you have to acknowle
dge with Jews, is they don't do much by halves. It's pretty much all or nothing. So if they don't believe, they are very sure they don't! But the grace of G
od is, that He has set an open Door now, for those who would change their minds.
-------------------------

well sis you're dead on there...if the Jews were really about God, they sure were but if they were about being heathen...t
hey threw down there too...i guess this is about being hot vs cold vs lukewarm and we know God prefers the former to th
e latter...
i think what you said here:
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Quote:
-------------------------I think if we try to imagine what it was like to have been there living through these changes as they became available over a number
of years, we see that whereas someone like Paul had definitely not believed in Christ, the disciples always had. And who cannot identify with Nathaniel
and his 'Can anything good come out of Nazareth?' Yet Jesus commended him for his honesty, saying ' "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no de
ceit!" (John 1:46, 47)
-------------------------

in reference to what was said to Nathaniel, God would rather us be honest than for us to try and bovine excrement Him..
.He is not mocked...

Quote:
-------------------------I agree with your assumption. Israel as a whole, has not always been connected to the Root. But, I have a strong impression that so
me Christians believe this is what Paul means, when he refers to their 'own' olive tree. I don't know how they can conclude this while keeping the New
Covenant out of their analysis.
-------------------------

right, since Paul does say that they are not all of Israel who are Israel...though i wonder if most Christians aren't comfort
able of Israel suffering the consequences of failing to come to Christ and so make loopholes for her. to be sure, God isn't
done with her yet and will bring her through...by way of fire and i fear most of us don't want that because we know if Isra
el gets fire, so will we...
i think the re-Grafting in of Israel is like this. Israel was connected to the Root by the Law before Christ came. Now that c
onnection was severed and to be reconnected to the Root, they must come through Christ (this is a New Covenant, a tra
nsformation of Israel from being a physical nation to one that is Spiritual and includes us) and so they are being grafted
back into a connection which they had under better terms.
make sense?
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/9/6 23:30
SIS D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.

Quote:
-------------------------Well, I'd be interested to hear if you'd be willing to share what has changed in your thinking....?
-------------------------

well, it's kinda like we were seeing the same thing in slightly different light so certain things were highlighted for me from
your perspective which i hadn't seen before.
from the scriptures you posted, it seems there is a definite reference to a spiritual aspect which is Israel, namely Psalm 7
3:1 and a physical one in Isaiah 47. However the 2 can't be separated.
both renderings are valid as it was the same SPirit which Inspired them, the Redeemer has come to Zion for those who i
ndeed will turn from their transgressions. Also the Redeemer will come out of Zion and turn away ungodliness from Jaco
b via His atoning sacrifice. this is indeed how Israel will be Saved...
God is Good.AMEN.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
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Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/9/7 1:26
Is not the Bride of Christ His Body, the Church given Him by the Father.
Is not the Bride of God, Israel whom He has divorced.
"Grafted back in"?????
The Bride of Christ, The Church, Heavenly.
The Bride of God, Israel, earthly.
Raptured. Heavenly. Bride of Christ. The Word In us, as the Seed of the Father. Born Again.
Israel, His remnant Ruled over by King Jesus from David's throne. Earthly, God's Word written in their hearts.
In Christ: Phillip

Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/12/5 16:26

IRONMAN asked
Quote:
-------------------------i thought the distinction was always plain in the old covenant? or is it that the thing Paul is saying is that the distinction isn't somethi
ng which has its source in Jewry but has it's source in God Himself who made the distinction?
-------------------------

I thought I would pick up this question, to move this thread along again.
Brother... I don't know if you've read Genesis recently, but the geneologies show that Abram became Abraham by obeyi
ng and believing God.
He separated his various children according to who their mothers had been, and left everything to Isaac, Sarah's son. T
he son of the Hagar the maid, and his concubines and their children got nothing. Jeannette pointed out recently that he'
d married again after Sarah's death, also. But the 'promised seed' was Isaac, and through him the promise of God conti
nued.
Isaac's children, Esau and Jacob (the twins) also were separated. Jacob really wanted to inherit the promise and Esau l
et him take both his birthright and his blessing. (It is good to study the birthright and the blessing, because they have spi
ritual truths for us.) Thus, when Jacob's name was changed to Israel, although circumcision had begun with Abraham, t
he Old (Mosaic) Covenant had not been declared.
Jacob's brothers sold their father's favourite wife's firstborn into slavery but lied to their father than the boy (Joseph) was
dead, and when there was a famine and they all met up again in Egypt, Jacob was quite old, and died there. Still, Mose
s was not on the scene for another 400 years. So, there was quite a gap between Abraham and the Old Covenant.
Paul explains 'the blessing of Abraham' (who was credited with faith while he was yet physcially uncircumcised) as the c
oming of the Spirit to the Gentiles through faith. That is, the Spirit already having come to the children of Israel (Jews) b
y faith on the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem.
This faith is called 'the circumcision of the heart' (Rom 2) and by it, believers become partakers of the New Covenant bel
ieving the death of Jesus Christ atoned for the sin of the world (compared with the deaths of sacrifices in the Old Coven
ant, which only covered up the sins of the Israelites).
I'm realising there was a lot of history between the Israelites also, which meant they were divided among themselves an
d often at war with each other. Surely this is also a graphic picture for us in the Church, of disunity, which if we are to ob
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ey the exhortation at the start of Ephesians 4, we must strive to resist in the Spirit and work out in practical ways.

Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/12/5 16:54

Phillip said
Quote:
-------------------------Is not the Bride of Christ His Body, the Church given Him by the Father.
Is not the Bride of God, Israel whom He has divorced.
"Grafted back in"?????
-------------------------

At the time you wrote this Phillip, I'd hardly heard this thesis and certainly had not understood it.
Now, I'm beginning to tune in, I'm quite surprised at the literalism which is being applied not just to this, but also to other
aspects of the spiritual writings of the Old Testament.
'Is not the Bride of God, Israel whom He has divorced.'
I agree that God divorced Israel for her adulteries. But what did 'adultery' mean? It was a spiritual condition caused by t
heir idolatry.
At the root of idolatry, was unbelief. We see that even in the Old Testament, there were men and women who believed
God and it was counted to them for righteousness. They were never separated from God in the way those who were div
orced was. Hebrews reminds us that God was sooo angry with their unbelieviing hearts that they all but two died in the
wilderness and did not enter the Promised Land.
If I may make an analogy out of that? Our unbelief has to die in the wilderness also, or we won't enter the promised land
(the kingdom of God) either. The kingdom of God is within you. It is not merely a believing heart, but a heart which wor
ships the Lamb and from which sin had been cleansed by His blood. It is a heart which is going forth to conquer sin as
we find ourselves having to resist it in our lives - but, having the Holy Spirit we find that we do overcome.
Thus, when God poured His Spirit out on the day of Pentecost on a gathering of believing Jews in Jerusalem, the Churc
h was founded entirely with Israelites or, later that day, Jews of other nations. This does not conflict with God having div
orced Israel during the time of the Old Covenant, because the New Covenant began with Jesus Christ, in whom by faith,
there became a new and living way to God.
'"Grafted back in"?????'
I think so. There were always Jews like Anna, Simeon, Andrew and John, who had been watching for the Messiah, and
many others who had accepted John's baptism of repentance, but many others had difficulty hearing or seeing anything
spiritual in Jesus. They just saw the healings and miracles but not everyone believed in Him because of them.
But, after Pentecost, and when the Holy Spirit came on Cornelius' household and the apostles understood that God inte
nded this blessing for the gentiles also, many Jews began to be 'grafted back in' to the spiritual tree.
'Is not the Bride of Christ His Body,..?'
I believe she is. But Israel is in her foundations - the apostles and prophets - Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone, a
s well as in a different spiritual picture:
Ephesians 1
22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church,
23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
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Colossians 1
13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or d
ominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.
17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.
18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He ma
y have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,
20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peac
e through the blood of His cross.

Isn't this the gospel?

Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/12/6 22:03
Bro Rahman,
I looooong time ago, you asked me if I'd read Ezekiel 40 - 48. Well, I have now, and some of the converation on p7 of
this thread makes a little more sense. And, I think I also understand that there is a whole construct around Israel in the
American church to which I've never been exposed in a UK church. Seriously.

You said to IRONMAN
Quote:
---------------------------- i certainly agree with you that there seems to be something going on in Ezekiel 40-48 that points to, in the Millenium, there being
a third Jewish Temple (probably the same one as spoken of in the Rev and Daniel) being in use, and a resumption of actual animal sacrifices,via a res
tored Levitical priesthood led by this mysterious guy called "the prince" ...
-------------------------

So now I know there are people making the artefacts as they were originally described in scripture, but, the temple they
hope to build appears not to be the one Ezeziel describes. Do you think that matters? Do you honestly think Ezekiel's t
emple could be constructed on earth like a normal building?

Quote:
-------------------------God the Son having children via His own creation (woman)" ... i shudder at such a thought, and actually am repulsed by it - isn't that
the reason He clamped those offending angels who left their stations into everlasting abysment? ...
-------------------------

Don't know about the angels, but wanted to mention that John 21:5 in some translations uses the word 'children' for the
way the risen Christ addresses the disciples. But Young's Literal uses 'lads' instead.

Quote:
-------------------------Of all the speculations you've listed above the one i come closest to agreeing with is somehow "this prince is a proxy for Christ" ... T
he following scripture i think rules out that he could possibly be Jesus Himself ...
-------------------------

It seems to me that what Ezekiel was getting in his spirit from God was an association with David. As it was to be a long
time before Christ actually came, I think that's good enough to identify Christ, especially with John interpreting that He re
ferred to 'the temple of His body'.

Quote:
-------------------------Ezek.45
And upon that day shall the prince prepare for himself and for all the people of the land a bullock for a sin offering.
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For "himself and all the people of the land" does this prince prepare a sin offering ... Christ is without sin ... He's God ...
-------------------------

When you look at what philologos says about Christ's death in this neat statement, it is possible to see that 'himself and
all the people' is completely compatible with Him 'preparing' a sin offering.
philologos wrote this in reply to a question I had put about Christ as the sin-offering - the real thing - of which the Old Co
venant sin-offerings were a type. He felt Jesus did much more. This is part of his reply.
"He was baptized into what we had become. He was united with it so that the judgement that came upon Him came upo
n it. Once and for all. He was baptized into 'our death' and we must be baptized into His. He was united by baptism to w
hat we were and we are united by baptism (not water) to what he is."
Can you see the association between 'the prince and the people' in that description?
Look also at this from Hebrews 10
4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou pre
pared me:
6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure.
7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.
8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst ple
asure therein; which are offered by the law;
9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.
10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
And in the context of Him preparing Himself as a sin offering, look at what He said to John who didn't want to baptise Hi
m:
Matthew 3
13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.
14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?
15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he
suffered him.

So, although Jesus didn't need to offer a sacrifice for Himself, we know he did everything the law required of Him while
He was growing up and that would have included the Day of Atonement every year, would it not?
Just thinking... I mean... surely He did all that ?

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2007/12/6 22:21
Jesus said it Himself.
Matthew 13:56-58 And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? And they were
offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own hou
se. And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
Paul spoke this one word: That Jesus Christ is the Son of God and believing in Him would give us new life in Him being
born again of Spirit and the Water of Life. Col 1:27 and Gal 2:20
Acts 28:23-29 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounde
d and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the pro
phets, from morning till evening. And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not. And when th
ey agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Es
aias the prophet unto our fathers, Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand;
and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,
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and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent
unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reaso
ning among themselves.
This puts the whole of Scripture in view and divides the word of truth, that we might understand the whole of God's Plan
which He had already accomplished in Christ Jesus, that is to put Himself in His own birthed Children by the Son.
Ephesians 1:3-12 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessin
gs in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we shoul
d be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us acce
pted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of h
is grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of time
s he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: In
whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things
after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
Praise God He has seen fit to reveal His plan.
In Christ: Phillip
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/12/8 16:33
Brother IRONMAN,
Maybe you read a modern translation and didn't know these verses.
Isaiah 8:18
Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of host
s, which dwelleth in mount Zion.
Hebrews 2:13
And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me.
Matthew 23:37 - Jesus speaking
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to g
ather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!
Note, here Jesus is making Himself a mother, as Paul made himself a nurse in 1 Thess 2:7
But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children:

John 13:33 - Jesus to the disciples
"Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, 'Where I am going, yo
u cannot come,' so now I say to you.

Thus, for the prince to have 'children' is not improper or improbable.
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Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/12/9 21:33
sis D Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
it was interesting that you brought up the issue of the children of the prince not necessarily being blood children. i had ini
tially brought up that whole matter because that would be the first thing to enter into the minds of most people, "if this pri
nce is Jesus, how is it He has children?" so you have brought up what could be a very likely scenario in which the childr
en of the Prince are disciples of His.
something to consider.
also i do believe that the temple in question can and will be constructed. it seems impossible because of the dome of the
rock and all but you know how with man things are impossible but with God...
i realize this view is new to you and something different to consider and i pray as we go back and forth that God clears t
his up for us all.
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEM.
Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/12/10 0:32

IRONMAN said
Quote:
------------------------- had initially brought up that whole matter because that would be the first thing to enter into the minds of most people, "if this prince i
s Jesus, how is it He has children?"
-------------------------

And I thought you were serious! :-?

Quote:
-------------------------i realize this view is new to you and something different to consider and i pray as we go back and forth that God clears this up for us
all.
-------------------------

I've been wondering if you or Rahman (or anyone you know) have taken a nice big sheet of paper, and made a plan of E
zekiel's temple?
Judging by the new crown the Temple Institute has made, they are planning to build a third temple Solomon, rather than
Ezekiel's prophetic version.

Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2007/12/10 3:22
sis D
Greetings in Jesus' Name by Whose Blood we are Saved.AMEN.
well indeed the structure Ezekiel describes is large...very large and somewhat different to what the Jews at the temple in
stitute now have in mind. There are however some aspects of this proposed temple which are the same as in Ezekiel's v
ision. so it's not a completely Solomonic temple, in fact it is more like the second temple with certain aspects of it like Ez
ekiel's temple. the topography of Jerusalem and that area will be different, the borders of Israel themselves will be differe
nt too.
i don't think it an impossible thing to build should God build it, after all the New Jerusalem is also a structure which is so
me 1500 miles cubed!
still much to consider and seek God for understanding...
Grace and Peace are ours in Jesus.AMEN.
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Hi Sis Dorcas! ... - posted by Rahman, on: 2007/12/10 11:26

--- Hey Sis Dorcas ...
Praise God ... i had no idea you and bro Ironman were still so into this ...
i shouldn't be surprised tho because it seems to me our Lord has bro I concerned with this part of Ezekiel much in the
same manner and intensity as (i believe) He had me during the writing of "The Called", "God On Earth" and the
beginning of "The Revelation Revealed" for just over a two year period ...
Praise God for this forum and bro I's having someone to discuss such matters with as in my case the prophetic subject
matter i was dealing with at that time was so far over the head of my peers and/or just plain scared the pastors that i
knew ... Come to think of it it was about around the time of my discovering "The Prince" during my initial research for
"The Revelation Revealed" that the Power that motivated me to dig, and ponder, and pray and pry into the prophets just
completely left me in the same abrupt manner as when He first jumped on me ... He like just switched me off of one
thing, and then began to manuever me and empower me into another direction that had to do with bringing "words" to
my pastor re: REPENTANCE & REVIVAL and praying toward such, now it's changed again and it's about being
prepared to explain and console in our soon time of correction ... i've digressed some here tho, so in reference to your
other questions regarding "The Prince" , etc., i have to confess i haven't the slightest revelations, nor any speculations
on the matters ... i went on a tear when i first learned of "The Prince" and was much surprised to find out that none of
the pastors i knew had ever heard of him, so they we're of no help and so i'm still in the dark on much of this Ezekiel
subject matter and again have no unction or power to even be concerned with its mysteries at this point ... Actually i'm
kinda pre-occupied with the winding down toward culmination of all that i've believed to have heard of our Lord for the
past 20+ years ... Bro Ironman too is in this same boat, but like myself when i first started out he is young and full of vim
and vigor with his Holy Ghost power, as i on the otherhand have gotten to be a senior citizen and have heard of our Lord
at the beginning of 2007 that i'd done all that He's required of me to do on this side of 2008 and that i'm to be at rest in
My Waiting Room Experience ... But praise God that (i believe) He has bro I and you on the case and so what i wrote
back on page 7 still applies --Quote:
"i'm just gonna sit back and read as you and bro Ironman, and the other heavy hitters on this subject go back and forth,
and see if i can learn something one way or the other ..."

Who knows, perhaps the reason why He stopped me so abruptly back then in my Ezekiel questions is that i'd not learn
the rest until a future time, and perhaps yours and Bro I's quest may provide answers to the completing of the third book
of my trilogy ...
Regarding Ezekiel's Temple i found this website that may add to yours and Bro I's conversation
The Millennial Temple
http://www.sonstoglory.com/ThirdTempleEzekielsMillennialTemple.htm ---

Sis Dorcas you wrote;
"I looooong time ago, you asked me if I'd read Ezekiel 40 - 48. Well, I have now, and some of the converation on p7 of th
is thread makes a little more sense. And, I think I also understand that there is a whole construct around Israel in the Am
erican church to which I've never been exposed in a UK church. Seriously."
---Amen ... i can certainly see that ... It seems to me that once Britain handed Israel off to the US to take care of she's be
en our baby (at first politically) ever since, and subsequently has also been adopted by evangelical Christianity here in th
e States ... God does work in mysterious ways via individuals and nations His wonders to perform ...
Blessings in Christ Jesus our Lord :-D ---
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Re: - posted by Pilgrim1986 (), on: 2007/12/18 7:55
I believe that the Temple EZk speaks of is a commemoration of the Cross. Much like we in the NT partake of the Lord's
supper. Jesus said do this in memory of me even so I believe that when the sacrifices are made during the millennium it
will be worshiping in truth and Spirit, understanding all that the old testament sacrifices truly ment. I believe that it's clear
that the prince is Jesus as the New Testament says he is the Prince of life and in many ways is he described metaphoric
ally.
Quote:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------For "himself and all the people of the land" does this prince prepare a sin offering ... Christ is without sin ... He's God ...
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------A scriptural reference was not given for me to try and comment on concerning the quote above. It's important to study sc
ripture in context and sometimes even the greek or hebrew?
You're right Jesus is God the son and without sin and the Bible tells us that by Him all things were made that are made.
You are on the right foundation but the devil would try to confuse the Church. As I read more on this website it seems to
me there are many who are hungry for truth from the Word of God. Let us keep this hunger let us keep also on the true f
oundation. I believe that the Lord will be explaining things in his word throughout eternity because it's the word of God a
nd eternal.
The Lord bless you

Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/12/18 18:28
Hi Rahman,
Thanks for your reply. I think there is probably more going on in the UK than I'm aware of, regarding churches'
consciousness of Israel.
You said
Quote:
-------------------------It seems to me that once Britain handed Israel off to the US to take care of she's been our baby (at first politically) ever since, and s
ubsequently has also been adopted by evangelical Christianity here in the States
-------------------------

I agree this is the way it looks but I don't believe this is anything other than the chosen political picture which both countri
es wish to be taken on board. Same goes for many other political situations.
The things I understood during my reading of Ezekiel's temple, are definitely spiritual, rather than physical, and therefore
, encouraging. :-)
Re: Gentile Tributlation Question, on: 2007/12/18 19:15
Hi Pilgrim and welcome.
Try Ezekiel 45 for the prince's offerings.

I also believe Ezekiel's temple is spiritual rather than physical. There is a strong aspect of the cross in what the Spirit
brought to my understanding... but the thing of which I was most aware, was that the sacrifice of Christ had made it
possible for me to become a true worshipper in the Spirit. That my mind and body are the temple which has been
cleansed by the various sacrifices of the Prince, making peace with God.
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It was as if I could sense the spaciousness within the temple made without hands. It reminded me of the utter reality of
the sheepfold in John 10, which is an enclosure with a door (Door) as small as a man, but once you begin to dwell there,
you can go out and find pasture, and return again from a great expanse of grazing.
I began to see all those places in Ezekiel's temple where sacrifices could be prepared and boiled - whether inside in
secret (almost) or in the kitchens at the corners, as representing different aspects of interaction between the
dweller-in-the-temple and God, or with others who do not have access to the Father.
You said
Quote:
-------------------------As I read more on this website it seems to me there are many who are hungry for truth from the Word of God. Let us keep this hung
er let us keep also on the true foundation. I believe that the Lord will be explaining things in his word throughout eternity because it's the word of God a
nd eternal.
-------------------------

Thank you for the encouragement - especially that phrase 'the true foundation'.
I understood today when considering what Jesus had asked His disciples, that when Peter said 'You are the Christ', Jes
us replied, 'on this Rock...' and it is He who is the foundation on which Peter was another living stone laid down.

Re: Gentile Tribulation Question, on: 2007/12/18 19:26
Bro Rahman,
I forgot to thank you for the excellent website about models of Ezekiel's temple. I guess you would have noticed they
are both without the rather essential river which makes the whole thing work properly.... ;-)
I thought this was interesting also, and don't understand how someone who grasps these truths, also thinks there will be
any need of a physical temple in the future... but... I won't worry about that for now.
"Before beginning this study it is necessary to address a common teaching regarding a temple being built in Israel. Many
Christian's teach and believe that the next temple to be built in Jerusalem Israel will be one in which "the man of sin" or "
the Antichrist" will enter into and defile by declaring himself to be God. These beliefs are supported mainly from one vers
e in Second Thessalonians 2:4, which states that the man of sin "sits as God in the temple of God showing himself that
he is God."
There are two different Greek words that are translated as "temple" in English. One word "hieron" is used by Paul when r
eferring to an actual building made with wood and stones. The other word "naos" is used when referring to the spiritual t
emple of God which refers to His people. The word "naos" is the one used in this 2 Thessalonians 2:4 verse, and therefo
re is NOT talking about a physical temple.
Doug Fortune, in his article "Antichrist Revealed" writes:
'Beginning with the Book of Acts, after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, through the Book of Revelation, the word naos is
used ONLY referring to people as the temple not made with hands. When referring to the physical temple building the w
ord hieron is used. Of course, throughout the Book of Revelation, the word naos is used, as that Book is the REVEALIN
G of Jesus Christ, and He is revealed in the MIDST of the Lampstand, the CHURCH (Revelation 1:20). Why then is ther
e so much confusion when 2 Thessalonians 2:4 speaks of the man of sin seated in the NAOS of God, Â“...which temple
(naos) YE ARE...Â”(1Corinthians 3:17). Why are we looking for a man seated in a building yet to be built in the Middle-E
ast, when we should be looking in the mirror? As the man of sin, the Adam nature is revealed and "the Lord Jesus will sl
ay him with the breath of His mouth and bring him to an end by His appearing at His coming.Â” or Â“the brightness of Hi
s comingÂ” (2 Thessalonians 2:8) as some translations read.'
The New Covenant addresses first spiritual matters and secondarily natural matters (Likewise the Old Testament speak
s first to natural things and second to spiritual things). Therefore, 2 Thessalonians 2:4 is NOT referring to an actual physi
cal temple. Even if there is another "temple building" built in Jerusalem before Ezekiel's temple, it has nothing to do with
the construction of Ezekiel's temple discussed in this study, because the Messiah Yahoshua (Jesus) will be responsible f

Page 117/118

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Gentile Tribulation Question

or building the Millennial Temple. Zechariah 6:12 and 13 is clear that the Messiah (and not unredeemed Jews) will build
the Lord's temple:

"Behold, the Man whose name is the Branch (a term for the Messiah)! From His place He shall branch out, And HE SHA
LL BUILD THE TEMPLE, Yes, He shall build the temple of the Lord. He shall bear the glory, and sit and rule on His thro
ne; So he shall be a priest on His throne, And the counsel of peace shall be between them both (both natural and spiritu
al governments - or kings and priests)." "

Had you read this already?
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