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Sinless Perfection-Be Perfect as Your Father in Heaven is Perfect - posted by Mirac, on: 2007/8/12 9:24
I ran smack into a brick wall this weekend. The more I fight against my flesh. The more I strive to be "perfect, as my Fath
er in heaven is perfect." The more I listen to Jesus say to the woman at the well, "Go and sin no more." I realize I can't e
ven do good without being prideful about the good deeds that I do. I can't keep the least of His commands. I fail to do wh
at Jesus has asked of me. I realize, I deserve death, but Christ, He deserves my life...for what He did for me. Maybe if I
can get myself out of the way enough, He just might be able to do something good, something genuine through me.
I am broken with failure asking for forgiveness for what I fight not to do. Not to run to my Savior asking for forgiveness fo
r what I have asked for many times in the past. Oh how great your Mercy Lord! Oh how glorious, the love you have to w
ait on me to journey farther with you, to give you total access to me. That I may fully submit all areas of my life. That you
may remake me into what you will. My patience for myself grows thin. I can't bear to fail you. Please take this poor sinne
rs life and make it into something, something that brings glory and honor to your name.
Unimaginable, unfathomable...your love! Did you know when you asked of us, what you asked? Did you know the difficul
ty of what you asked? I think you probably did. So much failure, to strive to be like my Jesus. So much pain, when I fall s
o short. So much different than what I am, to serve and not to be served, to seek humility and humbleness rather than pr
op myself up with pride for everyone to look at. Why does it feel like everyone but me has it altogether? Why does it feel
like I'm the only one who struggles to follow you? Why does it seem like everyone has it altogether?
Thank you Lord, for stepping down out of heaven to offer the only life line that can save me...You with me, every day, le
ading me through this journey, gazing into my eyes letting me know, everything will be alright, one day.........
This is my cross. So what are the thoughts about sinless perfection? Where are you at with this? Why when I talk abou
t this topic with people do they immediately blow it off and claim it's not possible? Did not Jesus ask it? Can't it be possi
ble if He asked?

Re: Sinless Perfection-Be Perfect as Your Father in Heaven is Perfect - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2007/8/12 9:31
It might help you to understand when you get
the Greek word for perfect. It means to be
complete, made sound and whole. The Holy
Spirit's work is to complete us in love,
to perfect us by making us one with the Lord.
The Holy Spirit empowers and enables us to
live a godly life! That is why it is so
necessary to be filled with the Spirit,
led by the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit!! 8-)
Re: Sinless Perfection-Be Perfect as Your Father in Heaven is Perfect - posted by CJaKfOrEsT (), on: 2007/8/12 10:02
Quote:
------------------------Mirac wrote:
I am broken with failure asking for forgiveness for what I fight not to do. Not to run to my Savior asking for forgiveness for what I have asked for many ti
mes in the past. Oh how great your Mercy Lord! Oh how glorious, the love you have to wait on me to journey farther with you, to give you total access t
o me. That I may fully submit all areas of my life. That you may remake me into what you will. My patience for myself grows thin. I can't bear to fail you.
Please take this poor sinners life and make it into something, something that brings glory and honor to your name.
-------------------------

Friend,
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I hear your pain resonating through your post. I had experienced it for years. May I offer a small morsel of insight, comin
g from having wrestled with this issue, and having come to a point of victory?
The only way to what you seek is through the Cross. It is not enough to behold the Cross on the hill, you need to take u
p your own, and follow Him up the hill. The pain you are experiencing, if allowed to complete its work, will work a death i
n you, and the desire to be "made" into anything will all but totally fade away, as you realise (internally as an abiding rea
lity) that "in you and your flesh there is (and always will be) no good thing".
I read in your post a vestige of desire to be something. A sense of resentment about having to lean on His mercy to be
righteous. It is hard to say this kind of thing without sounding condescending, and if I am right, you will be struggling with
the urge to inform me of the fact that I've got it all wrong, and your desire is to "decrease, that he might increase". If you
are like I was, then it would probably be more true that you have a strong desire to desire to "decrease..", but for some
reason, self keeps winning. It is truly a torturous experience, but take comfort in the fact that it is a clear signpost that the
Cross is near.
I once heard someone say that suicide by crucifixion is impossible, because no matter how hard you try, you can't get th
at last nail in. I have found this to be true. We cannot choose our Cross, and it is never pleasant, but when we find it (or
should I say, "it finds us") it is an incredible relief to finally "die".
Who better to quote but a Wesley:
Quote:
------------------------Charles Wesley wrote:
The dead to sin shall find Thy grace
The pure in heart shall see They face
I cannot see Thy face and live
So let me see Thy face and die
-------------------------

The Wesley's taught the doctrine of Christian Perfection (at least conceptually), before John wrote in his journals of his h
eart being "strangely warmed", after hearing the introduction to Luther's commentary, on the Epistle of Romans, being re
ad out. One time they were preaching to a man on death row, and when the man was born again was born again, as a r
esult of John's witness, the man began to console John.
I insert this to point out that every great man of God has had their own crisis, or what Keith Daniel refers to as their "own
personal Calvary". Go with it, friend. It's coming. And then you will know what it is to be "complete in like manner to your
Father in Heaven's completeness" (paraphrased to bring out the meaning).
I hope you can hear the voice of love in my post. You are in the right place. Many have come to such a crisis from being
around here. You may kick and scream for a while, but eventually, you'll be "crucified in Christ, nevertheless (you'll) live,
but not (you), but Christ (will) live in (you), and the life (you'll) live, while in the flesh, (you'll) live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved (you) and gave himself for (you)", not just as an intellectual concept, but as an abiding reality.
Blessings. :-)
Re: Sinless Perfection-Be Perfect as Your Father in Heaven is Perfect - posted by CJaKfOrEsT (), on: 2007/8/12 10:08
Quote:
------------------------The longer I am a Christian, the more I realize...It's more than just a one day conversion and we don't need Jesus anymore...It's more than just choosi
ng Jesus one day of our life 3 years ago. It's choosing Jesus and relying on Him to supply us bread daily. It's seeking His will every day. It's seeking Hi
s grace, every day. It's picking up our cross and carrying it until the death of self is complete.
(from (http://lifthimhigh.blogspot.com/2007/08/amazing-grace.html) Mirac's blog)
-------------------------

I see you understand the concept. I look forward to seeing your testimony of it becoming reality. :-)
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Re: - posted by Mirac, on: 2007/8/12 13:50
CJ wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------I insert this to point out that every great man of God has had their own crisis, or what Keith Daniel refers to as their "own personal C
alvary". Go with it, friend. It's coming. And then you will know what it is to be "complete in like manner to your Father in Heaven's completeness" (para
phrased to bring out the meaning).
-------------------------

I have also noticed in myself the tendency that when I think I am being pure of heart, humble, not self seeking...that eve
n in the midst of victory, I can find pride welling up in me of my pompous holiness.
My main question is, is it true that anyone (Other than Jesus) can live a life totally submitted to God's will...absolutely no
self life? And, if a man made such a claim, wouldn't that be prideful? Wouldn't the poor in spirit actually never be able t
o come out and say, that they are holy and deserving of God...?
And no, I don't take offense to anything you try to sharpen on me...I welcome it. I appreciate your insights....
Something to meditate on:
Blessed are those that hunger and thirst for righteousness...But it does not say Blessed are those who are righteous, but
rather talks about the heart's desire for righteousness, but there is a hunger, not a filling or satisfaction of actually having
it complete or perfect.
Thanks

Re: - posted by CJaKfOrEsT (), on: 2007/8/12 17:27
Quote:
------------------------Mirac wrote:
My main question is, is it true that anyone (Other than Jesus) can live a life totally submitted to God's will...absolutely no self life? And, if a man made
such a claim, wouldn't that be prideful? Wouldn't the poor in spirit actually never be able to come out and say, that they are holy and deserving of God
...?
-------------------------

If someone had come to this point, and denied it, wouldn't that be a form of pride? Don't forget who it was that told us th
at Moses was the meekest man on earth. Perhaps the problem isn't so much one of being submitted to God will, as muc
h as knowing what it is to be submitted to God's will, and then being it.
Submission is a being before it is a doing.
Re: Sinless Perfection-Be Perfect as Your Father in Heaven is Perfect - posted by reformer, on: 2007/8/12 20:36
Quote:
-------------------------The more I strive to be "perfect, as my Father in heaven is perfect."
-------------------------

Dear Brother my heart is weeping for you, only because you struck something that is near and dear to my heart, somethi
ng I am going through. You hate your sin, you detest what you are and what you can do! I believe that is a place where
God is dealing with many who have that desire. It is a dangerous thing to pray the refiners fire, to be cleansed. Ray Com
fort mentioned about that style of prayer in a article. I wish I could find it because it was the very thing he went through. I
don't believe we can be perfect, only when the Perfect comes will be perfect. there is a difference when we strive to be
made perfect and to be content. Paul said "Oh, wretched man that I am! Who can save me from the body of this death?
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Quote:
------------------------- I think you probably did. So much failure, to strive to be like my Jesus. So much pain, when I fall so short.
-------------------------

Romans 8:1 There is,therfore no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus, who walk after not the flesh, but after the spirit.

Quote:
-------------------------The more I listen to Jesus say to the woman at the well, "Go and sin no more."
-------------------------

Jesus had to say that to her, by not saying anything about not to sin anymore, people would think it is okay to sin? He is
calling us to a higher standard. He is perfect and sinless, for Him not to mention it, would minimize His suffering, Holines
s and sacrifice.
brother hang in there stand fast!! Get a brother you are close to, and bug him when times of failure come and when tem
ptation begins. I have a dear brother who I trust, when I have slipped up, I don't hold it in. I bring it to the light and confes
s it to him. Not saying that you need to go and share everything and especially if you are not sure if you can trust a broth
er. Also, remember be careful what you might share, incase you may cause a brother to stumble.
Blessings
Reformer
Re: Sinless perfection - Be perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect - posted by Needd, on: 2007/8/12 21:27
I have also been dealing with the pursuit of holiness in my own life. God has led me to an awesome book about it:
The Life That Wins by Watchman Nee
Re: Sinless Perfection-Be Perfect as Your Father in Heaven is Perfect - posted by ssweber, on: 2007/8/12 21:37
I had this very same experience... the more I looked at the perfect law, the more it condemned me.
This is of God.
I was in bondage to my sin, namely sexual immorality (porn, lust) and spiritual pride. But the law worked about death in
me. One night I died: said "I can't NOT sin... I can't do this anymore. I can't live any longer." I was bitter towards myself a
nd mourned. It is incredibly humbling.
The next day (still felt horrible) I listened to some testimonies and teaching at christourlife.ca ... and learned that Jesus c
ame to set us free from our sin--It isn't about our striving, its about dieing and then being resurrected. It wasn't works, it i
s simply Jesus. In that moment something clicked, I knew that freedom is my own. After that I laughed at Satan's tempta
tions--"If the son sets you free you will be free indeed." Now I don't pay them any attention.
Keep seeking Christ.
-Sam
Re: - posted by Mirac, on: 2007/8/12 23:01
Quote:
-------------------------Dear Brother my heart is weeping for you, only because you struck something that is near and dear to my heart, something I am goi
ng through. You hate your sin, you detest what you are and what you can do!
-------------------------

Thank you brother...I appreciate the love. Something God gave me through this maybe it can stengthen you when testin
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g or failure comes:
I deserve death, BUT Christ, Christ deserves my life.
If Christ has my life, then one day I shall truly find life at the living waters that truly satisfy, not this shadow of a life that s
ends droplets of heaven. One day this thirst and hunger for righteousness will be no more, it will be what we are.
Peace to you and yours
Re: - posted by reformer, on: 2007/8/12 23:09
Quote:
-------------------------I deserve death, BUT Christ, Christ deserves my life.
-------------------------

Amen brother, its not us that holds the Cross, but the Cross holds us.
Hey I am going to add your blog to my blog. A buddy and I just started it last week, so it is a slow process in building it, s
ince I am not much of a web designer!! :-P WE feel like we have a way to minister to others.

Re:, on: 2007/8/13 8:48
I dont know where this came from, but I think this sums up my beliefs on this whole matter of Christians being able to
achieve perfection in our mortal bodies.
"Reconciling God's standard of perfection, and the reality of our imperfection is difficult. The answer is God's grace, but
how do we walk in His grace without using it as a license to sin.
You must, therefore, be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect." --Matt. 5:48
These words of our Lord come, as we might expect, from, the Sermon on the Mount; at the conclusion of the portion in
which Jesus gives us a whole new set of laws which tell us that to look on another with lust is the equivalent of adultery,
that anger can be the equivalent of murder, and that we even have to love our enemies.
Jesus' call for us to be perfect is the only standard He could possibly set for us, and yet at the same time, it is an impossi
ble standard to meet. It is the only standard our Lord could offer when we consider the possible alternatives. Could He h
ave said, "Be, therefore, 75% unselfish, 90% chaste, 98% honest..."? Or how about, "Be loving and charitable to the ext
ent that it feels right to you"? No, a righteous and loving God can neither accept sin, nor can He allow us -- given our sinf
ulness -- to set our own standards. If there is to be a judgement, and if there is pardon for sins, surely a loving God woul
d show us beforehand by what measure we will be judged, and for what we need forgiveness. And yet this is truly an im
possible standard; one that none of us will achieve in this life. Our sin nature, our tendency to act selfishly, runs too deep
. Try as we will to eliminate all fleshly sins, we will soon find ourselves immersed in pride or judging others. Try to be cha
ritable and give away all that we have, and we find ourselves preoccupied with ourselves and how we spend each dollar
and each hour.
How do we reconcile this? How do we live, called to perfection, but knowing we cannot be perfect? There can be only on
e possible answer -- grace. Between what we are and what we are called to be spans the glorious arch of God's grace. I
t is both a covering over us, and a bridge to the Father -- His priceless, yet freely offered gift. The mercy of God, through
the life, death and resurrection of His Son, has paid in full for our falling so short of the mark. Jesus took on for us the pe
nalty that a just God requires, and through identification with Him we are freed from having to pay that penalty ourselves.

This is the ultimate answer, but for those of us who struggle with sin daily, and that is all of us, it is not an entirely satisfa
ctory answer. A question that immediately comes to mind is, "But how then shall I live today?" Although, perhaps not goi
ng so far as to pose Paul's theoretical question, "Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?" (Romans 6:1), we n
evertheless sense the risk that we could use God's grace as license to sin. We know that we could presume upon God's
grace, even to the point of taking lightly what that grace cost God, thus falling into an even deeper sin than the sin for wh
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ich we were consciously appropriating that grace.
This is a practical and real problem for those of us who struggle with any type of prevailing sin such as lust or chronic m
asturbation. How many times can we sin and repent? God's answer is clear, 70 times 70, or all that we need to. But wha
t is happening to our hearts when we start slipping into such a pattern that real remorse for our sin fades, forgiveness be
comes routine, and we even find ourselves thinking that we will be forgiven before we sin? Is not the last state worse tha
n the first?
This kind of thinking can easily draw us back into legalism; intellectually accepting God's grace, but so fearful of abusing
it, that we strive as if it weren't really there.
I have seen people at both extremes of this dilemma -- the Christian libertines (what a great old word) who would impos
e on God's grace and the legalists who would act as if it were not available. Both ultimately are slaves; one the slave to
his passions, the other a slave to the law. God's way is neither license nor legalism; it is liberty. He calls us to obedience
, and calls us to know that we are acceptable to Him -- and therefore should be to ourselves -- even when we are not ob
edient.
Most of us struggle somewhere in the middle between these extremes, bouncing regularly back and forth between them.
I have certainly done my share of bouncing, but over the years as I have come to accept certain principles, it has becom
e less extreme. Let me share them with you.
First, we do need to recognize that perfection is not possible in this life. In our area of ministry, I especially appreciate a
quote from C.S. Lewis that went something like, "Perfect chastity is like perfect charity; it is something few of us will expe
rience in this life." We can readily accept that we will never be perfectly charitable -- totally unselfish in all we do. Why ca
n't we accept the fact that most of us won't ever be perfectly chaste -- free from ever having an impure sexual thought?
Try as we might, sexual sins are always somehow less aacceptable. They should not be.
I have mixed feelings about the the practice of some of the people in our groups who count the days since they last mast
urbated. By and large these are devout people who truly love the Lord and want to live in obedience to Him, but someho
w, their growth seems not to go beyond abstinence. Perhaps so much of their energy goes into control that there is little l
eft for broader growth. There may an excess focus on the law or the on symptoms of the problem. Those whose focus is
on broader growth, who see masturbation as a symptom of the problem (albeit still a sinful one) appear to enjoy a greate
r freedom, and ultimately a deeper healing
Recognition needs to be made here for the case of true addiction. We have learned from the twelve-step method that wh
ere true addiction is present, absolute abstinence is necessary. If you think you might be addicted in some area, read so
me of the literature on addictions and see if your condition meets the criteria.
I am convinced that in most situations it does not.
To recognize that we may always to some extent sin sexually, is not to deny God's life changing power or the process of
sanctification. For those leading the Christian life, progress will be made, and in certain areas sin may cease to be a pro
blem altogether. But some sin will remain, and for many, especially men, the area of persistent sin may be sexual.
Second is the principle that our goal should not be perfection, but pleasing God. Most times when I am first aware of sin
in my life, my first reaction is a profound disappointment in myself. I really thought I was beyond that. A person like me s
hould be above that. What arrogance! And how subtle this attitude can be.
We need to regularly remind ourselves that it is God, not ourselves, that we sin against. I almost always use Psalm 51 in
my prayers of repentance. aAgainst thee, thee only have I sinned, and done that which is evil in Thy sight." (vs.4) Becau
se I think most clearly in terms of pictures, sometimes I will imagine seeing Jesus hanging on the cross, literally weighed
down by every sin ever committed, and I walk up to Him and thrust another one on His shoulders, with a glib, "Here's an
other one for you!" In my spirit that is what I believe my sins do.
Love is the greatest motivator to obedience. When you find yourself striving, start loving.
The third principle is that our direction, not our position is what counts. I don't expect my son to be perfect, but I certainly
want him to be growing--spiritually, physically, intellectually. I believe our heavenly Father feels the same way about us.
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The trap here, of course, is that we will fall into rationalization or deception as we tolerate our sins. Change is hard to rec
ognize in ourselves, as is that absence of change. A journal can be a great help in this. It can help us to take that longer
view look at ourselves that we need to accurately measure growth.
In the process of seeking growth rather than perfection, we do risk falling into deception. Repeated sin, repeatedly forgiv
en, can become trivialized or even accepted as anormal sin". If we allow the voice of the Holy Spirit to become muted, w
e might even come to deny that a sinful behavior is sinful. What a terrible situation, for to deny our sin is to miss being th
e recipients of God's wonderful grace. A life in the Body of Christ with real accountability is the best protection from such
deception.
The tension between seeking perfection and accepting that we cannot be perfect may always require us to be doing mid
-course corrections, but that's okay; God's mercy is so great that His grace extends to this also.
God's standard is perfection. Our life as Christians is meant to be one of perfect freedom. The only way we can reconcil
e the two is to keep our eyes, not on our perfection or our failings, but on Jesus Christ."
Krispy
Re: - posted by CJaKfOrEsT (), on: 2007/8/13 10:13
Quote:
------------------------ssweber wrote:
Jesus came to set us free from our sin--It isn't about our striving, its about dieing and then being resurrected. It wasn't works, it is simply Jesus. In that
moment something clicked, I knew that freedom is my own. After that I laughed at Satan's temptations--"If the son sets you free you will be free indeed
." Now I don't pay them any attention.
-------------------------

Sadly, many would see this as presumption, when in reality it is the pinnacle of humility. Striving is, in reality, an form of
pride. It is as if we come to God and say, "Thank you for dying for me, so I can have forgiveness. Now I'll take it from her
e."
Salvation is Christ only from start to finish. "For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for
ever. Amen." It is from this platform that Paul said "I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pres
ent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service."
Re: Sinless Perfection-Be Perfect as Your Father in Heaven is Perfect - posted by Warrior4Jah (), on: 2007/8/13 18:32
Yes I believe in sinless perfection! We will be when we are with the Father as His own! :-)
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