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Why Is There No Revival?
  By Al Whittinghill

Surely every honest person in the Church of the Lord Jesus today must have a deep inner awareness that "something is
wrong"! IsnÂ’t it true that there is an ominous sense of danger as one considers the biblical characteristics of the New T
estament Church and then compares them to the state of the Church in our day? Contradictions abound! We may try to 
cover this uneasiness many ways Â– humor, amusement, busyness, keeping a positive attitude, distracting ourselves ac
quiring "the trinkets of time," new building programs, and creating "successful" religious organizations Â– but the sympto
ms of Divine displeasure saturate our nation on every level. There seems to be "a rumor from the Lord" that is letting His
people get the sense of impending trouble if we do not have a serious change in the attitudes of our hearts. God is seeki
ng to get the attention of the nation, beginning with His Church.

Will we not listen to Him before it is forever too late? Just think of what the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ would be like
in our day if God had His way! No one wants revival in the Church more than He who died to purchase her and make he
r His very own precious, holy Bride!

What are some of the attitudes and thinking that hinder GodÂ’s people from experiencing Heaven-sent revival? As we c
onsider some of these things, let us first pause and pray that our hearts would be humbled and able to discern what the 
Spirit of God is saying to us (please read Psalm 80:3-7 and Psalm 85:4-9).

Why No Revival?

1. An attitude of wrong priorities: Until we have a renewed mind we have no real sense of what is really important. Revel
ation 2:4-5 makes it clear that the Lord desires that loving intimacy with HIM be the center of everything. Most people ar
e so worn out by their work that they have nothing left for Jesus. Someone once said, "Most Americans worship their wo
rk, work at their play, and play at their worship." Some who cannot bear a long worship service feel cheated if the sports 
match is short. We keep trying to fit God into our worldly schedule, when He is waiting for us to be willing to fit into His H
eavenly one. Why are you on earth today? What will we say at the end of life when we leave money and everything behi
nd and face eternity? (Matt. 6:33).

2. An attitude of complacency: Complacency is our state when we are self-satisfied and have a casual approach to God.
The church of Laodicea in Revelation 3:15-17 shows the attitude of those who become content in "lukewarm living" and 
become blinded to their true condition. "Why do we need revival? After all, God is blessing us!" Revival will come only to 
a desperate church, not a contented one. God is ever the rewarder of those who "diligently seek Him," not the mere cas
ual inquirer (Heb. 11:6). Maybe the reason for so little real hunger and thirst for the genuine things of God in our day is b
ecause we have gorged ourselves on the things of this world. My old friend Leonard Ravenhill used to say, "The only rea
son that we donÂ’t see real revival is that we are content to live without it."

3. An attitude of resignation: Some Christians say, "If God wants to send revival, He will." This negates our responsibility
as a Church to seek His face! Others might say, "We already have revival Â– just claim it." This self-deceived approach 
hardly bears comment. Once again I quote Brother Ravenhill: "The Church is so subnormal, if we became normal it woul
d amaze us." I have heard well-meaning people say, "ThereÂ’s nothing that we can do; itÂ’s up to God to send revival."

We then end up blaming GodÂ’s sovereignty for the sad state of the Church. If there is no revival in the Church we can b
e very sure that the lack is on our part and not GodÂ’s! In fact, a Christian is more to be blamed for not being revived tha
n a lost man is to be blamed for still being lost! We must stir up the gift of God and press into His desire for the Church. 
This must start with each individual taking responsibility before God for becoming pleasing to God, and a "channel of rev
ival."

4. An attitude of prejudice, or misconceived notions about revival: We say that we are "open to God," but we really mean
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as long as He works within our expectations or preconceived terms of reference. It must be "traditional, respectable, rati
onal" with no out-of-control display of emotions. (This might even be the same one who goes to the ball game and paints
himself and shrieks for his team.) We want order! The mysterious, irrational, or supernatural has always tended to make 
the carnal mind nervous. It thinks, "Lord, revive us, but do it this much, and no more Â– and do it this way and with these
people. Thank You. Praise You."

We often believe God to the point of discomfort or inconvenience or costing us something dear, and then we back off. T
oo many treat Him as "a supernatural aid to a happy life," and we want Him as long as He doesnÂ’t change what we like
. But any person that is not open to change is NOT open to revival. There can be no revival until we are willing to chang
e. Psalm 110 says, "Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power." Am I willing to give up my own ideas? Am I willi
ng to give up my comfortable, but dead tradition? Please see Mark 7:9 if you are hung up on tradition. Oh, to worship Hi
m in Spirit and in Truth.

5. An attitude of "loving comfortable truth": The Bible warns us that in the last days men will have itching ears (2 Tim. 4:3
). They donÂ’t want preachers to "scratch" them. They say, "Preach love to us, not self-denial and suffering." "We donÂ’t
want to offend anyone." "YouÂ’re making people feel guilty; people wonÂ’t come back, and we wonÂ’t grow." "YouÂ’ll dri
ve people away if you keep preaching against sin."

But friends, sin is THE great hindrance to the mighty outpouring of GodÂ’s Spirit. It is far better to drive men away by fait
hful preaching than to drive the Holy Spirit away by unfaithful preaching! ItÂ’s time to sound the reveille and not sing lulla
bies! Those who have a "let us sleep" attitude will never appreciate the preacher who sounds the trumpet in their ear. O
ne might say, "Brother, donÂ’t expose the sins of the Church to the world." Well, donÂ’t worry; they discovered them a lo
ng time ago! Given the state of the Church today, there is no comfortable way to get to the place of genuine revival bless
ing! It may be very painful for us. Our attitude must become that we would rather BE right than merely FEEL right. Light i
s the only answer for darkness.

6. An attitude of "the love of reputation": This really is "the fear of man" or pride (see John 12:42-43 for a glimpse of it). 
We have a great fear of "losing our dignity" (we mistakenly think that we have some dignity), or having others think that 
we "donÂ’t have it all together." This is the essence of the heart of a hypocrite. "What will people think if I humble myself 
and surrender totally to God?" Well, what will God think if you donÂ’t? "Poor man, I saw him weeping over his sins in chu
rch." We should pity the person who has never cried over the revelation of their sins as God reveals them! I believe that i
t may even be right to question the salvation of the person who has never wept over his sins in the presence of a holy G
od. We are called to be a holy people, different and separate from the world. If the world feels at home with us then it is r
ight to assume that "the offense of the cross" has ceased (Gal. 5:11; 2 Tim. 3:12).

The only important thing is, "What does God think?" We must take off our church masks and get honest with God and b
ecome real with one another. We must come to the place where we can honestly say, "IÂ’m not afraid of holiness. IÂ’m 
not going to be afraid of going all the way with God Â– cost whatever it may."

7. An attitude of ignorance of GodÂ’s Word: Psalm 11:3 states, "If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous 
do?" Hosea tells us that GodÂ’s people are destroyed because of a lack of knowledge of God (4:6). Jesus said to the Ph
arisees in Mark 12:24, "Do you not therefore err, because you do not know the Scriptures, neither the power of God?" Al
l throughout the Bible and history revival has come only as GodÂ’s people begin to take His Word and His promises seri
ously. Search the Scriptures and let them search you! Fifty years ago the average lost man in America knew more of Go
dÂ’s Word than the average saved man does today. We are too accustomed to eating "secondhand" truth. For the baby,
milk is simply food that someone else has digested.

We live in a day of darkness and man-made light. Cults flourish, and the Church languishes in large measure because w
e do not know the Word of God. It is high time for the Church to return to the Bible! The only hope that the world has is t
hat the Church will once again see herself in GodÂ’s mirror and be provoked to put on her beautiful garments in respons
e to HIS revelation. The world must hear an anointed "Thus saith the Lord" from an obedient Church.

8. An attitude of disunity: Factions in the body are a proof of carnality. This grieves and quenches the Holy Spirit greatly. 
"Discord" is the very opposite of the "one accord" that we read of in the book of Acts that made the Church such a might
y vessel of God. Unforgiveness hidden in the Church is like a bullet left in the body! Are we more concerned about our o
pinions and interests than we are the honor of God? The Bible says that it is "only by pride comes contention" (Prov. 13:
10). Divisions will leave as we humble ourselves at the level ground of the cross. One of the watchwords of the great We
lch revival was "Bend the Church and save the world." So often a great move of God has broken forth when proud, disu
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nified believers have obeyed the Scriptures and humbly sought forgiveness of one another. Will we do it?

9. An attitude of compromise: Proverbs 14:14 says, "The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways." Compromi
se never happens because of ignorance. It is a sin against light. It is a "going back" on what God has shown us to our "o
wn ways." He whispered, we were stirred, yet we forgot, ignored, suppressed, or disobeyed the truth. We can rationalize
our unwillingness to obey God many ways, but none of them is valid! Are we willing to suffer for righteousnessÂ’ sake? 
The devil wants to lure us into a thousand things that will dull us to the truth and cause us to become passive and bored 
with, or distracted from, the deep things of God.

We live in a day when the world has become "churchy" and the Church has become worldly. Sometimes it is hard to tell 
who is who. Would you agree? But the Lord knows those who are His, even those who have been squeezed into the mo
ld of the world. He will have mercy on the one who responds fully to His call. ItÂ’s time to break out of the mold of the wo
rld and to be conformed to HIS image. We must not sidestep the real issues that the Holy Spirit brings to our hearts. Cal
vary must always precede Pentecost! Refuse to tolerate areas in your heart that you find yourself excusing to God or oth
ers.

10. An attitude of prayerlessness: Real revival is always transported to earth on the wings of the desperate, believing pr
ayers of GodÂ’s people. God will not do apart from prayer what He has promised to do in answer to prayer. He will wait 
until we come to Him with humble, repentant, believing hearts. The greatest moves of God always follow prayer. We can
try everything known to man to make things better, or take care of our difficulties, but nothing will work. Without the heart
beat of prayer the body of Christ will resemble a corpse. The Church is dying on her feet because she is not living on her
knees. It is time to seek His face individually and corporately. Let us turn to the Lord with all our beings and realize that 
God yearns to send revival on His people even more than we claim we want revival.

God is faithful to His Word. Nobody wants a revived Church more than He does. If we will remove the hindrances to real 
fellowship with Him and seek Him as He longs to be sought and found, then He will surely pour out His glorious Life-givi
ng Spirit on us.

Why is there no revival? It is only because His Church has been content to try to live without it. "Turn us again, O God, a
nd cause Thy face to shine, and we shall be saved" (Psa. 80:3).

Re: Why Is There No Revival? - posted by iansmith (), on: 2007/9/20 11:08
Leonard Ravenhill 'The reason we don't have revival today is because we're content to live without it.'

Re: - posted by poet (), on: 2007/9/20 12:03
We pray for revival every day and twice a week at church.
I start to wonder if were set up for judgment.
Then I was reading my bible one day and came across Eze 9:1-11
1 Then crying out in my hearing in a loud voice, he said, Let the overseers of the town come near, every man armed. 2 
And six men came from the way of the higher doorway looking to the north, every man with his axe in his hand: and one 
man among them was clothed in linen, with a writer's inkpot at his side. And they went in and took their places by the bra
ss altar. 
3 And the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the winged ones on which it was resting, to the doorstep of the ho
use. And crying out to the man clothed in linen who had the writer's inkpot at his side, 4 The Lord said to him, Go throug
h the town, through the middle of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the brows of the men who are sorrowing and crying for 
all the disgusting things which are done in it. 5 And to these he said in my hearing, Go through the town after him using 
your axes: do not let your eyes have mercy, and have no pity: 6 Give up to destruction old men and young men and virgi
ns, little children and women: but do not come near any man who has the mark on him: and make a start at my holy plac
e. So they made a start with the old men who were before the house. 
7 And he said to them, Make the house unclean, make the open places full of dead: go forward and send destruction on 
the town. 
8 Now while they were doing so, and I was untouched, I went down on my face, and crying out, I said, Ah, Lord! will you 
give all the rest of Israel to destruction in letting loose your wrath on Jerusalem? 9 Then he said to me, The sin of the chi
ldren of Israel and Judah is very, very great, and the land is full of blood and the town full of evil ways: for they say, The 
Lord has gone away from the land, and the Lord does not see. 10 And as for me, my eye will not have mercy, and I will 
have no pity, but I will send the punishment of their ways on their heads. 11 Then the man clothed in linen, who had the i
nkpot at his side, came back and said, I have done what you gave me orders to do. 
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This scripture makes me wonder if God is tired of our churches being so luke warm and will not
humble themselves and tarry.
I make sure Im at prayer meeting, but maby it is only going to make a difference for those who cry out to God.
I hope im wrong and we see revival just one more time. Real honest to goodness revival with crying and repentance, an
d bars closing down and gambling places closing down and the drug problem greatly diminishing here and abortion stop
ping, the list go's on and on.
God bless.

Re: Why Is There No Revival? - posted by jarona (), on: 2007/9/20 15:58
I've read a statistic that said there are 20,000 new converts each day in China. And another source I read stated 30,000.
I consider that revival. Amen!

Re: Why Is There No Revival? - posted by crsschk (), on: 2007/9/20 16:01

Quote:
------------------------- An attitude of disunity: Factions in the body are a proof of carnality. This grieves and quenches the Holy Spirit greatly. 

"Discord" is the very opposite of the "one accord" that we read of in the book of Acts that made the Church such a mighty vessel of God. 

Unforgiveness hidden in the Church is like a bullet left in the body! 

Are we more concerned about our opinions and interests than we are the honor of God? 

The Bible says that it is "only by pride comes contention" (Prov. 13:10). Divisions will leave as we humble ourselves at the level ground of the cross. O
ne of the watchwords of the great Welch revival was "Bend the Church and save the world." 

So often a great move of God has broken forth when proud, disunified believers have obeyed the Scriptures and humbly sought forgiveness of one an
other. Will we do it?
-------------------------

what is revival? - posted by dohzman (), on: 2007/9/20 16:53
Revive- (websters) - To bring to life; to recover new vigor- To bring again to life; to refresh; to bring again into use or noti
ce. Revival (noun)- Act of reviving; restoration from neglect or depression; religious awakening.

Now that said here's the facts, not everyone in christianity needs revived, not every church needs a revival, many christi
ans and many churchs are operating in the "light" of God Word as they have recieved it presently. So what really do we 
mean when we speak of revival? In Evangelical circles it has come to mean a very pronounced manifestation of God pre
sence on earth where that presence excites certain cause and effect manifestations here on earth and awakens individu
als to the reality of a living God and the truths of Jesus Christ which He taught and we are responsible to.

Revival comes as much out of need as it does out of God Responding to sincere prayer because of that need. The Fath
er has a will, that will is to present to His only begotten Son a bride without spot and wrinkle, the Holy Spirit is the agenc
y by which this bride will be delivered to her husband, Christ Jesus the Lord of Glory, so in some respects you might say
that the Father is simply preparing for His Son the bride He has chosen and the Holy Spirit is God on earth preparing thi
s bride with the full manifestation of the Heavenly realities on earth.

Now I know that many will disagree with me but I don't believe that we can get our selves clean enough for such a reviva
l. I do believe that we can consecrat ourselves unto the Lord and experience the realities of "thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven". But that on a personal level and in some cases a corprate level. And such a person will step into the revi
val atmosphere many times and experience nothing more than that deep sense of God's presence with which they were 
already enjoying.

There you have it, I call that my two cents worth. It is always easy to make excuses as to why something didn't happen, 
but reasons for why this or why that aren't really worth the paper or space they are written on. Revival really is only as fa
r from the true child of God as a sincere whisper of His name uttered in genuine humilty for help.
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Re: Why is there no revival?, on: 2007/9/22 15:51

Brother Daryl,

I do believe you are right about the work of the Spirit and the individuals who know God enjoying deeper fellowship with
Him.

But, not having time to read the leading article in this thread, I decided to do a search in it for 'Lamb', 'sin', 'blood', 'cover'
and 'cleanse'.

To my total amazement, there is no mention of 'Lamb', 'cleanse' or 'sin', but 'sins' appears, and 'cover' is used in other
ways than the Old Covenant covering of our sins by the blood of animals.  Also, 'blood' appears but not the Lord's.

So, I would put to you all reading, that there must come an understanding in the mind of the believer that under the New
Covenant arrangement sin itself has been executed no longer to have dominion over us; sins are forgiven and literally
washed away in His blood, as well as being cleansed from our inner beings by the sprinkling of that blood in our
consciences; our bodies are washed in pure water - His word makes us clean; therefore we are fit to enter by that new
and living way (through which Christ Jesus was the fore-runner) to the presence of God in all His holiness and meet with
Him IN FACT.  This is more than imputed righteousness.  It is imparted righteousness.  It makes us able to receive the 
Holy Spirit; it makes our bodies a fit dwelling place for Him.  It makes us able to abide in Christ and know His Father as o
ur Father.

I know it is possible to experience a wonderful presence of God when He meets with His gathered people, but really He i
s looking for us to be His personal tabernacle individually as well as corporately, that as individuals we are that nation of 
priests offering acceptable sacrifices - our lives, worship, praise, prayer, thanks, service, disowning of our natural expect
ations - in thanks for His gift of eternal life.  We are to become addicted to ministry (service).

There is another aspect of this, which is that as I (or anyone) genuinely seeks to know His will for my life, I will encounter
rock after rock - which may surprise me because I thought I was already 100% committed - until I know to expect them, t
o expect these challenges to my prejudice, complacency, preconceptions, assumptions and attitudes - until I am quick to
capitulate as soon as I understand His issue with me; until I immediately ask Him to break the bondage I sense or the str
onghold, and willingly fall into His powerful hand to deliver me.  Without claiming to be 're'vived, I have come to love livin
g on these interfaces of eternal reality where God is always near and real, always speaking His word quietly into my spiri
t.  No doubt there is much He will work in me which I cannot see coming, but not to be afraid of His stipulations is also c
omforting.

The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.  This tells me that I always have the last say and even when the 
Holy Spirit is bearing down on me for something, I can refuse - however spiritually misguided that may be.  To need to k
now God's will for the purpose of deliberately choosing to do it, is also essential.  We can have no little bit of ourselves s
et aside to do our 'own' things with, if we want to know the power of God as the New Testament describes it.  Peter said 
simply: Lord, we have left everything to follow You.

Amen.
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