General Topics :: Clinging To God

Clinging To God - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/5/19 9:07
Clinging to God pt.1
--------------------We must cling to God in the face of all things.
We must CLING to the one reality that does not crumple, the one rock that will not be washed loose in the tide and onsla
ught of anything.
We must CLING to the one reality that will hold firm, though the earth be destroyed and the mountains flung into the sea
and the sun put out.
We must CLING to the One who holds eternity in His hand, who will not perish in the end, and who has power to save u
s, too: the One who know us before we existed, in whose thought and by whose hand we exist from moment to moment.
He chose and shaped us from our mother's womb to be intimate with Him. This intimacy is what we were made for. Awa
y from it, we feel at odds with existence and even with ourselves. Close to Him, we are at peace. This is the one intimac
y of which we need not be afraid, for it will not disappoint or betray us. on God we can loose all the intensity of what we
are, all the passion and longing we feel. This is the one surrender we can make in utter trust, knowing that we can rest o
ur whole weight there and nothing will give way.
This CLINGING will no doubt make us foolish in the eyes of the world. Even among our fellow Christians, it can make us
a little conspicuous. When we speak of it, we are likely to hear talk of neurosis and escape form reality; but the escape i
nto God is a break for freedom! We are, and must be, defectors from the attachments and entanglements of this life. We
must flee into Him, hide in Him, just to have our strength renewed and to find the energy to seve Him here and now.
"Those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings...as eagles. They shall run an
d not be weary; They shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31
And the more we CLING, the more we experience strength, not in what we do, but in what God does in us. The more we
understand that when we ask, He will give us the words to say. Like Stephen, we ask for the Spirit of God to give us the
words we lack...and when the time comes, we have the courage and the words. When the high hillsides loom before us,
we are afraid; but by CLINGING and knowing that God is our strength, we find, one step at a time, that we are ascendin
g, not by any doing of our own, but purely by His Grace.
By "clinging", we become aware of a closeness with our Lord that can hardly be spoken of...something deeper than wor
ds that cannot be really conveyed in speech of any kind; something that joins us to God, that hallows us in an accountab
le way; something that alters and changes us in a way that seems chemical. For it is making us what we were not and n
ever dared hope to be...apart from Him.
"....I found Him whom my heart loves. I held Him fast, nor would I let Him go...." Song of Songs 3:4
This infusion, this fastening onto God, this barnacle dependency is the very clinging of which I set out to tell: the bonding
that makes us one with God. Yet we are more than the barnacles are. For ours is not a helpless tapping onto a powerful
Other, but instead an embrace that is completely and unreservedly mutual. He has made us for Himself, and we find our
rest in HIM!
"In God, alone, there is rest for my soul, From Him comes my safety. With Him, alone, for my rock, my safety, my fortres
s, I can never fall," Psalm 62:1-2
Prayer means...taking our part in the continual conversation, the communion of our spirits with the Eternal Spirit; the ack
nowledgment of our entire dependence, upon Him, as a child depends upon a trustworthy parent. For prayer is really our
whole life toward God: our longing for Him...our whole drive towards Him. Through it...we CLING to Him.
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~to be continued.....
adapted from Clinging: Experience of Prayer by Emilie Griffin

Re: Clinging To God - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/5/20 12:25
Clinging to God pt.2
-------------------When we CLING to GOD, we are responding, returning the embrace in which He holds us. His love is constant, powerful
, enthusiastic. Our human love fluctuates, ebbs and flows. There are times when we do not "feel like" loving, and we do
not want to be loved. We go stiff in His embrace. We want to remain in a certain standoffish coldness where we can be e
mpty, lonely, sorry for ourselves.(This, too, will affect how we relate to people in our personal lives. These things will be
visible.)
Then, suddenly, prayer from the heart emerges, and it is the conscious and determined act by which we shatter our own
self-imposed isolation and move, slowly at first, then ever more passionately, into a responsive embrace: a CLINGING t
o GOD which is a commitment, a compact, a covenant, an act of utter trust; that union with God which is beyond speech
, beyond reason, beyond thought...a REAL AND LITERAL SURRENDER to the burning intensity of God's love.
CLINGING! That is the ecstasy the saints have told about. What they did not always tell us was that it was so close by, a
s simple as turning one's face to the LORD...instead of to the wall. What they did not fully describe to us was how sudde
nly the spirit of God can be present, whenever, by an act of the will, we put ourselves into His company.
It can happen in a moment, any moment. And when we make time for it, and the moments stretch out into an ocean of ti
me, there is the chance, always, that our CLINGING will carry us along so far...it feels as if there will be no returning.
For when we are "with Him", conventional time ceases to be, and the ordinary ways of measuring our existence slip awa
y. It seems as if there is no clock, no calendar, no rotation of the earth. Instead, we enter a "place" of stillness and peace
, but one where the flame of love so burns in us that it seems likely to consume us. We ourselves are the burning bush t
hat is somehow...not consumed.
"Did not our heart burn within us WHILE HE TALKED WITH US on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?"
Luke 24:32
__________________________________________
Such relationship is not only possible...it it ACTUALLY what He had in mind when He originally made the way possible b
y the Holy Spirit and called each of us into it. And He did not mean for it to be a "sometimes" occurence...but a real, liter
al, daily experience...walking with Him...clinging to Him, for our very life. And certainly, the issue of our fruitfulness depe
nds upon being attached to Him as the Vine...this seamlessly.
Let us, each and everyone, hasten to JESUS and CLING unto HIM, our Lord and Master!
(-Sandy Brunson/Volunteers for Jesus)
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