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Relativism the disease of our age: Standing up for Dogmatic Truth - posted by deltadom (), on: 2007/11/4 8:19
In this world I come across so many people who I have to argue against biblical truth in which they say it is only an opini
on. 
Has the church lost the fundamentals of standing up for what it believes in and that the bible from beginning to end. Bec
ause if we do not believe and stand up for what we believe then other things will take their place if we do not stand up fo
r the truth then a lie is sure to take its place.

Mt 22:16 - Show Context
    And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that You are true, and teach the w
ay of God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for You do not regard the person of men.

Mr 5:33 - Show Context
    But the woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told Hi
m the whole truth.

Mr 12:14 - Show Context
    When they had come, they said to Him, "Teacher, we know that You are true, and care about no one; for You do not r
egard the person of men, but teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?

Mr 12:32 - Show Context
    So the scribe said to Him, "Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other 
but He.

Lu 20:21 - Show Context
    Then they asked Him, saying, "Teacher, we know that You say and teach rightly, and You do not show personal favori
tism, but teach the way of God in truth:

Joh 1:14 - Show Context
    And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fat
her, full of grace and truth.

Joh 1:17 - Show Context
    For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

Joh 3:21 - Show Context
    But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."

Joh 4:23 - Show Context
    But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father i
s seeking such to worship Him.

Joh 4:24 - Show Context
    God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

Joh 5:33 - Show Context
    You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth.

Joh 8:32 - Show Context
    And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

Joh 8:40 - Show Context
    But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this.
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Joh 8:44 - Show Context
    You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resourc
es, for he is a liar and the father of it.

Joh 8:45 - Show Context
    But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.

Joh 8:46 - Show Context
    Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me?

Joh 14:6 - Show Context
    Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

Joh 14:17 - Show Context
    the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for 
He dwells with you and will be in you.

Joh 15:26 - Show Context
    "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Fath
er, He will testify of Me.

Joh 16:7 - Show Context
    Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come
to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.

Joh 16:13 - Show Context
    However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own auth
ority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.

Joh 17:17 - Show Context
    Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

Joh 17:19 - Show Context
    And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.

Joh 18:37 - Show Context
    Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I
was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the tr
uth hears My voice."

Joh 18:38 - Show Context
    Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find
no fault in Him at all.

Joh 19:35 - Show Context
    And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may
believe.

Ac 10:34 - Show Context
    Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.

Ac 21:34 - Show Context
    And some among the multitude cried one thing and some another. So when he could not ascertain the truth because 
of the tumult, he commanded him to be taken into the barracks.

Ac 26:25 - Show Context
    But he said, "I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the words of truth and reason.
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Ro 1:18 - Show Context
    For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the 
truth in unrighteousness,

Ro 1:25 - Show Context
    who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is ble
ssed forever. Amen.

Ro 2:2 - Show Context
    But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things.

Ro 2:8 - Show Context
    but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness--indignation and wrath,

Ro 2:20 - Show Context
    an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge and truth in the law.

Ro 3:7 - Show Context
    For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner?

Ro 9:1 - Show Context
    I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,

Ro 15:8 - Show Context
    Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises ma
de to the fathers,

1Co 5:8 - Show Context
    Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleav
ened bread of sincerity and truth.

1Co 13:6 - Show Context
    does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;

2Co 4:2 - Show Context
    But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully,
but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

Co 6:7 - Show Context
    by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,

2Co 7:14 - Show Context
    For if in anything I have boasted to him about you, I am not ashamed. But as we spoke all things to you in truth, even 
so our boasting to Titus was found true.

2Co 11:10 - Show Context
    As the truth of Christ is in me, no one shall stop me from this boasting in the regions of Achaia.

2Co 12:6 - Show Context
    For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think o
f me above what he sees me to be or hears from me.

2Co 13:8 - Show Context
    For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.

Ga 2:5 - Show Context
    to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.
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Ga 2:14 - Show Context
    But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, "If you, 
being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?

Ga 3:1 - Show Context
    O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth,* before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
clearly portrayed among you+ as crucified?

Ga 4:16 - Show Context
    Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?

Ga 5:7 - Show Context
    You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?

Eph 1:13 - Show Context
    In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed,
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,

Eph 4:15 - Show Context
    but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ--

Eph 4:21 - Show Context
    if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus:

Eph 4:25 - Show Context
    Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another
.

Eph 5:9 - Show Context
    (for the fruit of the Spirit* is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),

Eph 6:14 - Show Context
    Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Php 1:18 - Show Context
    What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and wi
ll rejoice.

Col 1:5 - Show Context
    because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospe
l,

Col 1:6 - Show Context
    which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day 
you heard and knew the grace of God in truth;

1Th 2:13 - Show Context
    For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard fro
m us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you w
ho believe.

2Th 2:10 - Show Context
    and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that th
ey might be saved.

2Th 2:12 - Show Context
    that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
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2Th 2:13 - Show Context
    But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginnin
g chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth,

1Ti 2:4 - Show Context
    who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

1Ti 2:7 - Show Context
    for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle--I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying--a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and truth.

1Ti 3:15 - Show Context
    but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

1Ti 4:3 - Show Context
    forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by th
ose who believe and know the truth.

1Ti 6:5 - Show Context
    useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. 
From such withdraw yourself.

2Ti 2:15 - Show Context
    Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.

2Ti 2:18 - Show Context
    who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of so
me.

2Ti 2:25 - Show Context
    in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know t
he truth,

2Ti 3:7 - Show Context
    always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

2Ti 3:8 - Show Context
    Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved co
ncerning the faith;

2Ti 4:4 - Show Context
    and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

Tit 1:1 - Show Context
    Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect and the acknowledgm
ent of the truth which accords with godliness,

Tit 1:14 - Show Context
    not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.

Heb 10:26 - Show Context
    For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

Jas 1:18 - Show Context
    Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.
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Jas 3:14 - Show Context
    But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.

Jas 5:19 - Show Context
    Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back,

1Pe 1:22 - Show Context
    Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one anot
her fervently with a pure heart,

2Pe 1:12 - Show Context
    For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are established in th
e present truth.

2Pe 2:2 - Show Context
    And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.

1Jo 1:6 - Show Context
    If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.

1Jo 1:8 - Show Context
    If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

1Jo 2:4 - Show Context
    He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

1Jo 2:21 - Show Context
    I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

1Jo 3:18 - Show Context
    My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

1Jo 3:19 - Show Context
    And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.

1Jo 4:6 - Show Context
    We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of trut
h and the spirit of error.

1Jo 5:6 - Show Context
    This is He who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit 
who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.

2Jo 1:1 - Show Context
    The Elder, To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all those who have known t
he truth,

2Jo 1:2 - Show Context
    because of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever:

2Jo 1:3 - Show Context
    Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, 
in truth and love.

2Jo 1:4 - Show Context
    I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, as we received commandment from the Fat
her.
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3Jo 1:1 - Show Context
    The Elder, To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth:

3Jo 1:3 - Show Context
    For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth.

3Jo 1:4 - Show Context
    I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

3Jo 1:8 - Show Context
    We therefore ought to receive such, that we may become fellow workers for the truth.

3Jo 1:12 - Show Context
    Demetrius has a good testimony from all, and from the truth itself. And we also bear witness, and you know that our te
stimony is true.

We will stnad up for truth if it means getting banned from church or rejected. I know I cannot do it in my own strength but
Jesus can.

Re: Relativism the disease of our age: Standing up for Dogmatic Truth, on: 2007/11/4 9:31
Dom, what you have posted here IS the most important of topics of our day and I could hardly believe this thread was
here just now.

Brother - the Church does not Love the Word of GOD - #1.

All the polls show that only a tiny fraction really study His Word.

Those who don't - don't see the importance of "Doctrine" nor the Defense of Sound Doctrine.

The majority cannot defend the basic doctrines of the Church.

The majority do not like to see a lot of Scriptures in posts or writings.  They want man's words instead.

I don't want to sound like a hard-nosed anything - because I'm not a hard-nosed anything - but we were taught, that if we
do not passionately love His Word, then we don't in Truth, Love HIM. 

We also don't want to stand up for truth, because we've believed "the lie" - the "lie" is that if you defend sound doctrine,
then it is you who are bringing divisions into "the church".

Brother, we talk about those who died to keep us free in our country - but what about those who died to keep our
doctrine pure?  

That brings us to tears, literally.  Firstly Jesus and then the Apostles and down through the ages, the blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the Church.

Most people in the church recoil at the word "doctrine" and are phobic that it will destroy their "unity".

Any "unity" not based upon The Truth, The Life and The Way - is a social club and nothing more.
Jesus never died to have a Fan Club.
He calls His Spirit the "Spirit of Truth" at least three times and Himself "The Truth".

We don't like those words "sound doctrine" because we don't want to study.  We want an easy believism.  

We want to appear "nice" - "non-argumentative" - "easy to be around" and to keep everyone "liking us" - as if defending
the truth makes one wrong - despite Paul's writings on this.

Type in "doctrine" into the Bible Search engine and you'll see just how important it is - and also "the truth". 
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Dom, what you have posted here, is the reason for "the great Apostasy".  And - "because they received not the love of
the truth --- for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie"

This is where our tears should be really flowing.

GOD Bless you Dom!

Re: Relativism the disease of our age: Standing up for Dogmatic Truth - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2007/11/4 16:08
Hi deltadom...

Thanks for your post.  This is certainly worth addressing, as there are many discussions today that evolve from contendi
ng for the faith into contending for a conclusion.

The problem for standing for the "dogmatic truth" is that so many ideas of Â“truthÂ” exist.  Within the membership of this 
web community, there are hardly two believers who are completely unified in every matter of the faith.  We must ask our
selves the importance of such strongly held beliefs -- and whether or not such beliefs are unquestionable enough that th
ey should be thrust upon others.

For instance, how many arguments have been created over the "doctrinal" discussion of Biblical prophecy?  How many 
Â“pre-trib,Â” Â“mid-tribÂ” and Â“post-tribÂ” discussions are needed for believers to realize that a doctrinal position is not 
100% abundantly clear from the Scriptures.  Rather, we CLAIM that the Scriptures are Â“clearÂ” Â– even though it often
took some of us a decade or longer to come to a conclusion.  One group often feels utterly convinced about the matter --
enough to pass off those who believe differently as "misled" or even "believers of a lie."  Should a person spend time an
d effort to ARGUE that their belief is superior (or the only viewpoint that truly matters) -- or should they simply make their
views and beliefs known (and let the Holy Spirit do the rest)?  

This is NOT relativism.  This is simply allowing a person the opportunity to research and understand the Scriptures for th
emselves.  There are quite a few issues that are not universally clear from the Scriptures.  

Sadly, there are viewers who passionately argue vigorously for their beliefs because they feel that GOD SHOWED THE
M something pertaining to doctrine.  Sometimes, these believers grow frustrated with those who will not heed to the Â“tr
uthÂ” that God has supposedly shown them.   Sometimes, they adhere to a Â“victim syndromeÂ” by claiming that they a
re being Â“persecutedÂ” for their having insolently stood for the Â“truthÂ” when their facts are called into question.  They
are sometimes even willing to dismiss those who question the validity of their beliefs as being Â“tools of the enemy.Â”  S
ometimes, a discussion can result with all sides feeling this way.  Yet I often wonder whether or not we should even mak
e doctrines out of things that are not completely and abundantly clear from Scripture?    

Recently, a few individuals spoke to me about the Â“prophetic wordsÂ” of an up and coming member of the Â“prophetic
Â” movement.  This person claims that the events of Hurricane Katrina were the direct result of Â“GodÂ’s hand of judgm
entÂ” on America.  This brother claims to have had a dream about the wrath of God being poured upon New Orleans.  I 
discussed this with a few individuals who were convinced that this brother was Â“operating in the prophetic.Â”  This brot
her is staunchly Â“post-tribÂ” and preaches about the sinful and Â“BabylonianÂ” rationale behind the belief in a Â“pre-tri
bÂ” rapture.  When I was asked, I told these people that I donÂ’t agree with the claims of this Â“prophet.Â”  ItÂ’s not that
I necessarily think that what he is saying is completely incorrect.  

While I lean toward a Â“pre-tribÂ” rapture, I just donÂ’t think that we should so quickly Â“buyÂ” the Â“prophetic utteringÂ
” of any person based upon their doctrinal persuasion about the timing of the rapture.  I am also not completely persuad
ed that Hurricane Katrina was the result of GodÂ’s wrath.  There are far more sinful cities in America (and the world) tha
n New Orleans (where most of the Â“sinÂ” is committed by tourists).  Why would God choose to cause the death of the 
poor and elderly by allowing a Category 3 hurricane break open some badly engineered levees?  Again, I am not saying 
that this was NOT the hand of God Â– IÂ’m just questioning whether or not it was.     
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Immediately, a couple of these individuals attacked me at once.  They asked whether or not I felt the freedom to questio
n the Â“words of a prophet.Â”  When I said that I am not convinced that this man is even a Â“prophetÂ” Â– well, that just
didnÂ’t settle too well with them.  I was accused of being a Â“scoffer.Â”  
I was amazed at the faith that believers can so easily place upon Â“prophetsÂ” that speak words that more or less agree
with their doctrinal persuasion.  

Should we take a Â“stand for dogmatic truthÂ” when we are not completely certain about an issue?  Should we be Â“co
mpletely certainÂ” about an issue that is at best speculative?  I truly feel that we should contend for the truth.  But I feel t
hat we need to be careful about becoming argumentative upon ideas that are, at best, doctrinal conclusions.  We also n
eed to be careful about claiming something to be an inarguable doctrine that is not stated so in the Scripture.  This is wh
ere disagreements and disunity arise.  Are such heated discussions about issues Â“contending for the FaithÂ” or a mere
squabble about our own conclusions?  I have a friend who, whenever you discuss a doctrinal issue, will always say, "Sh
ow me the Scripture."  I think that is a good mindset.  If something is not abundantly clear from the Word of God, why set
tle on an ultimate conclusion?  Should we not be pliable in case the Lord changes our mind through time, study and mat
urity?  	

Sadly, there are those who would break fellowship over something as ridiculous as a belief concerning the timing of the r
apture.  

 :-) 

Re: Relativism the disease of our age: Standing up for Dogmatic Truth, on: 2007/11/4 16:54
 I didn't understand Dom's post to mean all of that. 

I think he meant just what his Bible says --- that we should have a statement of faith that we all can defend and not be m
oved from - as we've seen recently on this forum.

Circular reasoning could circular the vulnerable right out of Dom's post's intention.

 I don't think hurricane Katrina was God's wrath neither. ;-)

But I also don't see Katrina or  any of "men's words" as having a thing to do with this thread. I think he did a great job on 
bringing out our definite need for Biblical and Moral Absolutes.
Those are the two most threatened areas in these days -- that Jesus, Paul, Peter, Jude and John warned us of.   
Mark 13:23 But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things. 

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2007/11/4 17:32
Hi He_Reigns...
Quote:
-------------------------I didn't understand Dom's post to mean all of that. 

I think he meant just what his Bible says --- that we should have a statement of faith that we all can defend and not be moved from - as we've seen rec
ently on this forum.

Circular reasoning could circular the vulnerable right out of Dom's post's intention.

-------------------------
Huh?  My reply was Â“circular reasoning?Â”  

Please donÂ’t Â“read between the linesÂ” of my post.  I wasn't assuming that Dom meant anything negative in the least,
and I certainly agree with the essence of what he suggests.  I was simply commenting to this:
Quote:
-------------------------In this world I come across so many people who I have to argue against biblical truth in which they say it is only an opinion. 
Has the church lost the fundamentals of standing up for what it believes in and that the bible from beginning to end. Because if we do not believe and s
tand up for what we believe then other things will take their place if we do not stand up for the truth then a lie is sure to take its place.
-------------------------
My remarks were meant to urge that we understand just what we are contending for before we commence our contendin
g.  It is a wonderful thing to contend in perfect love for those things which are completely clear from Scripture.  But is it n
ecessary to contend for our own conclusions regarding questionable doctrines amongst others in the Church or world?  
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Too often, it seems we viciously contend for things that are not completely certain -- even though we speak or write as if 
they are a certainty.  Pre-trib or post-trib rapture?  Can ANYONE speak with absolute certainty about such matters?  Th
ey why do we sometimes question the motives or aptitude of those who believe something different than we do?  

There are many other matters that create heated discussion.  In such matters, we should mingle our conversations and 
discussions with the salt of an awareness of our own fallibility of understanding.   There are things that are completely cl
earÂ…and there are some things that are not.  We should know when to contend for truth and when to discuss an opinio
n.  And we should be wise enough to know the difference between the two.  
Quote:
------------------------- But I also don't see Katrina or any of "men's words" as having a thing to do with this thread. I think he did a great job on bringing ou
t our definite need for Biblical and Moral Absolutes.
Those are the two most threatened areas in these days -- that Jesus, Paul, Peter, Jude and John warned us of.
-------------------------
Well, for one my post wasnÂ’t in response to your post.  Like I said, I agree with Dom for bringing out a need for contend
ing for Biblical absolutes.  We should boldly contend for things that are completely clear from the Word!  The need for sa
lvation, the deity of Christ, the existence of Hell, etcÂ… -- these things are worth speaking up for.  My warning, however,
is when we contend for things that are not Biblical absolutes, but we present (and often, view) them as such.  For instan
ce, some people contend that a pre-trib rapture is absolutely Scriptural and beyond dispute.  Some people contend that 
a post-trib rapture is absolutely Scriptural and beyond dispute.  I simply feel that we should abstain from taking an ultima
te doctrinal stand while there is still room for discussion concerning an issue.   

Sometimes, instead of Â“taking a hard-line standÂ” about issues that are so questionable, we should be Â“slow to speak
Â” or push our beliefs as if they are the only ones that matter.   In such matters, I feel that it is better to NOT take a positi
on.  The Church is filled with such issues Â– from dress codes to Bible prophecy to matters regarding the timing of spirit
ual gifts.  Sometimes, I feel that the best stand to take is a stand of Â“I am persuaded thatÂ…Â” rather than Â“God show
ed me.Â”  Some issues may take a little longer to reach a conclusion, and some issues may not even merit the necessit
y of a final conclusion on this side of Eternity.  

As Dom said, we should absolutely stand up for what the Bible says.  But I feel that we should be careful that we arenÂ’t
standing up for what we perceive the Bible to say.  

 :-) 

Re: the way the truth and the light - posted by roadsign (), on: 2007/11/4 18:29

Quote:
-------------------------Sadly, there are viewers who passionately argue vigorously for their beliefs because they feel that GOD SHOWED THEM somethin
g pertaining to doctrine.
-------------------------

Sadly, also is the effect that this kind of  misplaced dogmatism has produced. It has provided fuel for   relativism, whose 
supporters have been watching how  dogmatism  (as described by Chris)     has produced so much division in the churc
h. Since to them WeAreRight spells WAR, the solution is that no one has the right to be "right".   The relativists believe t
hat they are undoing the damage caused by division, and are  trying to restore unity and peace by insisting that every vi
ewpoint should be accepted. 

Someone told me recently: "The Bible seems to be the one big source of so much division". I know that she reflects the f
eelings of many. Unfortunatly she is right - partly, that way. But as we know,  the fault lies not with the Bible. 

 The  problem is not that Christ is the way, the truth and the light, but that too many who claim to be his followers think th
at THEY are the way truth, and light - or -  at least they talk as if they were. 

Diane  
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Re: - posted by deltadom (), on: 2007/11/4 18:50
The problem that I found is when argueing someone has got to be right and someone has got to wrong. 
Their are some issues which is not the case but when we are debating issues such as the deity of christ and someone s
ays that is only an opinion or even maybe a smaller issue. 
I have been noticing how small issues in my life affect big things. God deliver me from small sins. 

In computing someone took one pence out of a few thousand computing accounts which works out as a lot of money. 
If you have a tap or rain dripping on a mountain it would slowly erode the mountain.

This is also true in Christianity if someone slightly changes something, to me I ask why. 
We have a Messiah who is the 

Heb 13:8 - Show Context
    Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Then their must be certain absolutes or constants such as Gravity in the universe.
The bible is one of those constants, we need the inspiration of the holy spirit and Jesus. 

Joh 5:39 - Show Context
    You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.

The holy spirit is the sprit of truth 

Joh 14:17 - Show Context
    the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for 
He dwells with you and will be in you.

Joh 15:26 - Show Context
    "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Fath
er, He will testify of Me.

Joh 16:13 - Show Context
    However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own auth
ority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.

Eph 1:13 - Show Context
    In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed,
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,

Eph 5:9 - Show Context
    (for the fruit of the Spirit* is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),

1Pe 1:22 - Show Context
    Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one anot
her fervently with a pure heart,

1Jo 4:6 - Show Context
    We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of trut
h and the spirit of error.

and Jesus calls himself the Truth

1Ti 3:15 - Show Context
    but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

Joh 14:6 - Show Context
    Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
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This world it's essence does not want to come to Jesus or know truth, even I do not. 

Their was one time argueing with people even with the evidence right before their eyes did not believe what I was saying
. 
I had a time in university when people fobbed or dismissed the gospel as only an opinion, this is so much in the church e
ven if you mention something fundamental to the faith it is only classed as an opinion. 
I like absolutes such as the promises of god and his covenant with us. To me the bible is an absolute or a constant whic
h does not need updating or improving. 
It is sometimes we try and change god into our image rather than god trying to change us into his image. 
It is so restful to know that we have a god who has existed before time began and will be around when time has ended.

Mt 5:18 - Show Context
    For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till
all is fulfilled.

I rely on the bible like the constant of gravity

The bible as a constant speaks against this world it is not from this world and this world in essence is anti-Christ.

If you are writing a computer program someone who is a bad programmer would write lines of unnecessary code. 

Being Dogmatic got the Apostles killed

Re: - posted by c52 (), on: 2007/11/5 22:45
Eleanor was average...

Re: - posted by roadsign (), on: 2007/11/6 6:40

Quote:
-------------------------Being Dogmatic got the Apostles killed
-------------------------

I thought they were killed because their message threatened the religious system of the day. 

New Wine won't fit into old wine skin. 

Quote:
-------------------------... sometimes we try and change god into our image rather than god trying to change us into his image. 
-------------------------

As they say, Man made God in his own image. We might add: And then he  became dogmatic about THAT God. ie, he d
efends his own god. A good example would be a God who saves us by our own efforts.  
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