
General Topics :: Those that rob widows

Those that rob widows - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2007/11/16 17:25
Many continue trying to reach the Kingdom of Heaven by robbing or being in league with those that rob widows as pious
works. They make a hypocritical display of virtue attempting to do almighty God's work. What part of the Power Of Almig
hty God Creator of Heaven and Earth can't hypocrites understand. You are required to help the poor and If you donÂ’t k
now any poor people then stop hanging out with the wrong crowd and in the wrong places. Serve the Kingdom of God al
l the time, every minute, every hour and every day.
I ask you, I plead with you to stop giving your support to any earthly organizations who in the name of God ask for mone
y. Often all you have to show for it is a pious glare toward the poor and a cold heart toward the unlovable. Who are they 
serving? What is providing the power? Are they serving the root of evil or God. DonÂ’t perpetuate the sinful display of gr
eed we see over the airways of this country in the name of Our Heavenly Father. Give your love and money to the poor 
and you want have money leftover to perpetuate this practice. There is enough money in religion but the lack of love is a
stounding.
Give all you have cheerfully if it is what you purposed in your heart but only if you are motivated by the love and charity i
n your Christian Heart. In the days Jesus taught in the flesh, He said to give your money to Caesar because it had his lik
eness on it. Give to God that which was made in the image of God, (you) if your Father has replaced your old heart of co
vetness and greed with a new heart of love and charity.

Re: Those that rob widows - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2007/11/18 18:49
"There is enough money in religion but the lack of love is astounding."

"Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that y
e love one another with a pure heart fervently:"

-  1Peter chapter 1 verse 22(KJV)

...a pure heart fervently

"He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoreth him hath mercy on the poor."

- Proverbs chapter 14 verse 31(KJV)
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Re: Those that rob widows - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2007/11/18 19:04
"For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus...

...That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we 
also have forewarned you and testified."

- 1 Thessalonians chapter 4 verses 2 and 6(KJV)

"But ye have despised the poor..."

- James chapter 2 verse 6(KJV)

"He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his Holy Spirit. But as touching br
otherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another."

- 1Thessalonians chapter 4 verses 8-9(KJV)

Re: - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2007/11/19 9:10
Quote
Stampe wrote

The Tithe - A shadow of things to come...  
Dear Brethren,
"I am writing this post testify of what happened when I sought the face of the Lord for understanding and revelation.

I have been brought up to believe that every believer is to tithe 10 percent of their income, lest they be cursed of God, a
nd this is what passed on to other believers. However, in a search for more understanding and more scriptures to prove 
the point of tithing, I got a bit confused. As I searched all the scriptures concerning tithing, it did not seem to strengthen t
he case for tithing, but rather to weaken it. I decided not to go deeper and put it aside for a while, thinking that this was a
matter to high for me...

...However, on many occasions I felt the Holy Spirit nudging my heart to seek more understanding concerning this compl
ex matter, and so I did. One day, as I was in agony about the whole thing, I got on my knees and I asked the Lord: "Lord
, what is the tithe?". Now I wasn't asking to find out if the tithe was 10 percent brutto or netto or anything like that, but I w
as seeking God in honesty as a child that knew nothing, but so desperately wanted to get an answer from my Father.

The answer came immediately. God said: "A shadow of things to come". As God said that, a floodgate of understanding 
literally exploded in my heart. Suddenly I began to see how the law and the prophets prophesied about Jesus, how it all 
spoke of Him and pointed to Him.

Not only was the tithe fulfilled in Him and by Him, because He is that first part that sanctifies the rest, but He is also the f
ulfilment of the first fruit, every animal sacrifice, He is the fulfilment of the blessing of the firstborn etc. All these things we
re only types and shadows pointing to Him, but in themselves they did not bring perfection. Now that Christ has come, w
e are no longer going to serve the types and the shadows which spoke of Christ and taught us about Him, but we are to 
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serve Him!

Unfortunately, the church today not only seek to serve this shadow of things to come, but it has been turned into a traditi
on that makes the word of God of no effect. I have studied the reasons why God instituted the tithe in first place, and wh
at I found not only astonished me, but it also revealed the true heart of God to me.

In Deuteronomy 14:22-29 God commands His people to rejoice before Him as they EAT THEIR TITHE, and as they part
ake in (eat of) what He has provided for them, they are to learn to fear Him. One of the main reasons that I found was al
so this: God instituted the tithe, so that the Levites, the orphans, the widow, the poor and the strangers could eat and be 
satisfied. God's heart is truly revealed here. God wanted food in His house for those who are needy and without.

When I read Malachi 3 in this context, I understand, that when God's people fail to care for the poor and needy even in t
heir midst, they are indeed robbing God. Oh, but for how long are we going to rob God, by robbing poor widows on welfa
re, by telling them that unless they bring 10 percent of their income to the church they are cursed of God? My dear breth
ren, the food was supposed to be for the widows and for the poor among us!

If we care to study how the new testament church in the book of Acts functioned, we find that that those who had suppor
ted and supplied those who did not have. It is simple and it is the heart of God.

Speaking of the early church, there is a great paradox concerning tithing. The tithe was 10 percent of the produce of you
r land and your livestock, but in the book of Acts we discover that the believers sold their land and their possessions and
brought the money to the apostles, so that it might be distributed to those who had the need. If the believers sold their la
nd, from which crop where they to tithe from?

Historically it is also a fact that we do not hear about tithing in the church until around the Nicene period (325 AD).

When all this is said, I will also say this: I believe that generous and sacrificial giving is part of the Christian walk, and the
re is no two ways about that. A true believer will be moved to give to God's work and to those who are in need, however,
I find it very inconsistent with God's character, to demand from the poor rather than to support them, and too often this is
how tithing is practiced in our churches...  ...in fact, our system of tithing has little or no relationship at all with the tithe of 
the scriptures!!!"
END OF QUOTE
Be blessed,

Stampe

Re:, on: 2007/11/19 9:21
Psm 68:5 A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his
holy habitation.

Re: Those that rob widows - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2008/5/2 7:55
"Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy."

- Proverbs 31:9(KJV)

Re: - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2008/5/2 8:00
"Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness."

- Isaiah 1:27(KJV)

"But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the
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earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked."

- Isaiah 11:4(KJV)

Re: - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2008/5/2 8:33
"...and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry."

- Isaiah 5:7(KJV)

"But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness."

- Isaiah 5:16(KJV)

Re:, on: 2008/5/2 12:57
Luke 21:1-4
As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow put in two
very small copper coins.   3 "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 All these
people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on."  

Luke 12:33-34
34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

1 Cor 16:1-2
16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.
2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no
gatherings when I come.
KJV

1 Cor 9:13-14
13 Don't you realize that God told those working in his temple to take for their own needs some of the food brought there
as gifts to him? And those who work at the altar of God get a share of the food that is brought by those offering it to the
Lord. 14 In the same way the Lord has given orders that those who preach the Gospel should be supported by t
hose who accept it. 

Where is this money in 1 Cor 9:14 coming from?

And there is there is others scripture that say your post is bologna. 

I have some questions for those who want to keep all of what God gives them.

Where is your heart?

If one keeps all his money that pretty well answers the question.

God doesn't need our money but he does need our heart. He has ways of finding out where our heart is. No one can exp
lain away these scriptures above and others but they will preach against tithing. Go figure. JUSTIFICATION but to whom
?
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Re: - posted by Compton (), on: 2008/5/2 13:26
A couple of surprising studies to add to this discussion of money.

Apparently the vast majority of us don't tithe to our churches.

 (http://www.christianpost.com/article/20080414/31947_Study%253A_Few_Born_Agains_Tithe_to_Churches_.htm) Few
Tithe to Churches

Apparently most Christians (conservative protestant) in the United States are not basing their lives on money or material
wealth afterall...at least when compared to other citizens of the United States. 

 (http://news.duke.edu/2008/03/cprelease.html) Conservative Protestant's beliefs and wealth

So statistically for most conservative Christians in America one could say that,  giving money to churches is out, but givi
ng money somewhere or at least living for something other then money is still very much alive.

For what it's worth,

MC 

Re: - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2008/5/2 17:20
The following is taken from Albert Barnes' notes on the Bible, as it appears in e-sword. The entry is from Matthew 23:14.

Mat 23:14 - 

Devour widowsÂ’ houses - The word Â“housesÂ” is used here to denote Â“propertyÂ” or possessions of any kind. You
take away or get possession of the property of widows by improper arts and pretences. This was done in two ways:

1. They claimed a very exact knowledge of the law and a perfect observance of it. They pretended to extraordinary justic
e toward the poor, friendship for the distressed, and willingness to aid those who were in embarrassed circumstances. T
hey thus induced Â“widowsÂ” and poor people to commit the management of their property to them as guardians and ex
ecutors, and then took advantage of them and defrauded them.

2. They put on the appearance of great sanctity, and induced many conscientious but credulous women to give them mu
ch, under pretence of devoting it to religious purposes.

Re: - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2008/5/2 17:22
"What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord GOD of hosts." 

- Isaiah 3:15(KJV)

Re: 1 Cor 9:14, on: 2008/5/3 0:47
In the same way the Lord has given orders that those who preach the Gospel should be supported by those who accept 
it. 
                                                 According to this verse believers(the ekklesia)ought to support the workers(missionaries)i
n the field who preach and work abroad evangelizing those who've not yet heard the Gospel.            
                                                 The context of this verse is specifically treating of an apostle(sent one). Any who are calle
d pastors,elders,bishops(synonomous terms)or the like are to be examples to the flock. They're to be self-supportive(pro
viding for their own house as every head of household)rather than burdensome financially to others.    We do not hire ou
r brother to feed our family.  The spiritual gift a man has from God ought to be freely given even as it has been freely rec
eived.The Gospel is without charge to those outside the family of God that they may be brought in and adopted as we all
have been who now have God as our Father. The family supports the laborers and the harvesters that God's house may
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be full. Once adopted into the family they're fed with the sincere milk of the Word and instructed as dear children by their
new family members. As earthly families care one for another without charge how much the more ought the family of Go
d to do so. Hiring and firing is how the kingdoms of this world operate. Our children are not charged for instruction in righ
teousness nor are those in our extended family. Who has bewitched us! The rise of such certainly does not have its root
s in the New Covenant. Oh how far we have fallen from the Father's love,the love of the family of heaven.              
                                                                                                                The Calf-Path
       by Sam Walter Foss (1858-1911)
                                                                                               One day, through the primeval wood,
A calf walked home, as good calves should;
But made a trail all bent askew,
A crooked trail, as all calves do.

Since then three hundred years have fled,
And, I infer, the calf is dead.
But still he left behind his trail,
And thereby hangs my moral tale.

The trail was taken up next day
By a lone dog that passed that way;
And then a wise bellwether sheep
Pursued the trail oÂ’er vale and steep,
And drew the flock behind him, too,
As good bellwethers always do.

And from that day, oÂ’er hill and glade,
Through those old woods a path was made,
And many men wound in and out,
And dodged and turned and bent about,
And uttered words of righteous wrath
Because Â’twas such a crooked path;
But still they followed Â— do not laugh Â—
The first migrations of that calf,
And through this winding wood-way stalked
Because he wobbled when he walked.

This forest path became a lane,
That bent, and turned, and turned again.
This crooked lane became a road,
Where many a poor horse with his load
Toiled on beneath the burning sun,
And traveled some three miles in one.
And thus a century and a half
They trod the footsteps of that calf.

The years passed on in swiftness fleet.
The road became a village street,
And this, before men were aware,
A cityÂ’s crowded thoroughfare,
And soon the central street was this
Of a renowned metropolis;
And men two centuries and a half
Trod in the footsteps of that calf.

Each day a hundred thousand rout
Followed that zigzag calf about,
And oÂ’er his crooked journey went
The traffic of a continent.
A hundred thousand men were led
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By one calf near three centuries dead.
They follow still his crooked way,
And lose one hundred years a day,
For thus such reverence is lent
To well-established precedent.

A moral lesson this might teach
Were I ordained and called to preach;
For men are prone to go it blind
Along the calf-paths of the mind,
And work away from sun to sun
To do what other men have done.
They follow in the beaten track,
And out and in, and forth and back,
And still their devious course pursue,
To keep the path that others do.

They keep the path a sacred groove,
Along which all their lives they move;
But how the wise old wood-gods laugh,
Who saw the first primeval calf!
Ah, many things this tale might teach Â—
But I am not ordained to preach.

 

Re: O.T. Law of Tithing vs. N.T Love of Giving, on: 2008/5/3 0:59
All true christians are pro-giving, but that giving must be BIBLICAL giving Â– not manipulative in any way shape or form. 
The tithe (which means tenth) is a biblical precept that goes back to the time of the Levitical priesthood. The Levites (Go
d's chosen
priests of the line of Levi) were not given an
inheritance like the other eleven tribes of Israel. Because they were contracted to serve God in the temple and perform t
he sacrifices for themselves and the other eleven tribes Â– the Levites were banned from ownership of property. In orde
r to feed, clothe, and support this group of people and their families (1/12th of all of Israel) God instituted the tithe so that
each of the other eleven tribes would support the
Levites from their own increase. When Christ came (as the GREAT High Priest) and gave his life as a ONE TIME sacrifi
ce for all the sins of His people(past, present and future), he ended the sacrificial system by which,in prior times, sin was
only temporarily washed from those in Israel. When Jesus prophesied that the temple
would be destroyed (and subsequently all the records of the Levitical line were too) and the people would be scattered (i
n 70 A.D.), he was demonstrating the END of the Levitical system of sacrifice. Due to the one-time sacrifice made by TH
E HIGH PRIEST, a sacrifice made for all believers for all time, the Levitical priesthood was no longer necessary. The Â“ti
theÂ” as a mandated minimum of giving is FINISHED. 

 Â“The New Covenant concept of giving"             
In the first century, the believers sold EVERYTHING THEY HAD!!! After Pentecost, when 3000 new believers came to C
hrist, the new, young sect decided to stay in Jerusalem. Everyone sold all their posessions and took
care of the needy. They gave freely unto the disciples who distributed the gifts to the widows and the orphans and those 
who needed a place to stay. They ALL WORKED and gave as the Lord directed so as to provide for the needs of the pe
ople. The Â“pastorsÂ” of corporate institutionalized religion preach a twisted
message that implies that believers are still under the Levitical system and are compelled to tithe to support "the ministry
", whatever they may happen to call the work of God. Many "churches" compel members to sign OATHS (which are stric
tly forbidden to believers) to themselves and the church that they will
faithfully tithe to the organization. In many
"churches" you will be asked to sign a form when you join that allows the "church" to DIRECTLY WITHDRAW your tithe f
rom your checking account!  

Why is the "church" perpetuating the Levitical myth,while not subscribing to it in its entirety? If your pastor wants to subje
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ct you to Levitical tithing, why do you not require that he sell everything he has and stay at the temple to give sacrifice un
to the Lord?
The Levitical priest was FORBIDDEN from owning ANY property. Does your pastor own property? A car? A home? 

The New Covenant standard of giving was far higher than the Levitical standard. The New Covenant giver was compelle
d to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit and give honestly and joyfully as directed. The New Covenant giver was compell
ed to be obedient to God without withholding of his increase. This New Covenant
giver was to give discreetly without desire for
recompense , and he was to give directly where he
uncovered a need. 

The New Covenant calls the christian to a higher
standard. It allowed for the needs of the widow and the orphan and the needy to be met WITHOUT the opening for mani
pulation by corporate organizations bent on self-preservation. The "churches" spend MILLIONS of tithe-dollars to preach
a reductionist gospel to the
third world, while denying the fact that the TRUE
gospel is this - that we serve the best interests of the brethren, that we break the bonds of the afflicted, that we set men 
and women at Liberty, and that we let the slaves go free. 

The TRUE gospel would have us meeting the needs of the people in our neighborhoods while still making disciples of m
en. The reductionist Gospel preaches that we can walk or drive past the needs of the brethren on our street or at work b
ecause we have given at "church". The reductionist gospel is the gospel of the paid preachers(hirelings) who have taken
onto themselves the job of truth filters so as to keep
the truth from the sheep.  
                                                     
Although we should all give freely where there is a need, there is no place where the Bible authorizes a STAY AT HOME
preacher to receive a salary. Although we should all Â“communicateÂ” to those who teach in the word and who work am
ong us Â– a man who is able to stay at home and work, should work so that burdens are not placed upon the brethren. 
All giving should be according to the will of God through the Holy Spirit and not out of compulsion. 

Giving Â“without regard to consequenceÂ” does not mean that we should only give what we have Â“budgetedÂ” or that 
giving should not hinder our standard of living. The New Testament principle of giving was that we give all of ourselves, 
100%, to the Body of Christ for
whatever purposes that God has for our lives. That means that our livelihood should be towards the work of God, and N
OT towards the building of assets and comfort for ourselves. 

May we all be encouraged to stand firm in the faith of Jesus Christ, not bowing the knee to ecclesiastical Caesars and m
anipulators. We will not be sold again into the bondage of the Pharisees, or into the emotional Â“knowledgeÂ” of the Gn
ostics. We have been set free and we are free indeed. Purchased with a price. 

Having been declared free men, we serve as bondslaves to one another and to our Master, that our lives may be a living
epistle to all those who seek the Truth in this present age. (Unknown)

Â“But I have all, and abound: I am full.Â”  
                                                     
The following link is to an online book which I believe brings great clarity to understanding what is required of us as chris
tians regarding giving. It is brief and easy reading.       
                                     
http://tekoapublishing.com/books/tithing/index.html 
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Re: Those that rob widows - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2008/5/3 6:52
Reply

How did we get too this point? Is it too late for us Christians in America to turn around? Do we still retain the discernmen
t to separate the wolves from the flock?

We all have been witness to the vulgar displays by more and more pastors whoÂ’s strength comes from wealth and privi
lege and not from God. 

Their sense of shame has been dulled so that they quote Holy Scriptures out of context in an attempt to justify their actio
ns. 

Their sense of shame should be a loathsome millstone dragging them down to the pit.    

Eddie

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/5/3 14:23
Charitable giving in the USA...big subject...

As a volunteer at a CPC, we were expected to share clothing, diapers and whatever it is that our clients needed. We
seldom were ever short of supplies because of the generosity of surrounding churches, individuals. So, we had plenty.
And I was in a position to give a lot away. BUT...how can one help without fostering dependency in the person? There w
ere people who learned to know us workers by name and knew who to ask...until they wised up. They became skilled m
anipulators. Aggravatin'! annoying! frustrating! To learn discernment in the giving of goods to the 'poor' requires Holy Spi
rit discernment. If you want to pray for anyone, pray for those who job is to dispense material goods because they need i
t! 

Oh, the subject was about widows...hope I did not distract too far from the original intent of this thread...

Blessings,
ginnyrose

Re:, on: 2008/5/3 15:40

Quote:
-------------------------
rowdy2 wrote:
Reply

How did we get too this point? Is it too late for us Christians in America to turn around? Do we still retain the discernment to separate the wolves from t
he flock?

We all have been witness to the vulgar displays by more and more pastors whoÂ’s strength comes from wealth and privilege and not from God. 

Their sense of shame has been dulled so that they quote Holy Scriptures out of context in an attempt to justify their actions. 

Their sense of shame should be a loathsome millstone dragging them down to the pit.    

Eddie
-------------------------

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

1 Tim 5:3-5

3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. 4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these s
hould learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and gr
andparents, for this is pleasing to God. 
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James 1:26-2:1
 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

Eccl 12:13 - Song 1:1

13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of 
man.
14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.
KJV

Everything centers around the cross. Christ must have supremacy in everything. The NKJV and the KJV says in all thing
s as below. If one missed the cross, did not confess with the heart, but only made confession with the mouth only, one h
as not received the New Covenant of promise and does not have HIS laws written in their heart.

Col 1:18
18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He ma
y have the preeminence. 
NKJV

John 19:30
30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghos
t.
KJV

Heb 8:9-9:1
9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out 
of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws in
to their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:
11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all 
shall know me, from the least to the greatest.

12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is read
y to vanish away. 
9:1 Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary.
KJV

In the passage directly below we see we are commanded to give that and in doing so the preacher earns his livi
ng from preaching the gospel. Not from visiting the sick as most church members require because that is the d
eacons responsibility so the Pastor can devote his time to the ministry of the word. The church structure is laid 
out in the epistles that so many want to disregard. I would ask exactly where does the money come from to pay 
the preacher for preaching the gospel and carrying out the great commission in travel expense and all other ex
penses. We all know being a christian saved by grace does not exempt us from giving out of a thankful heart, th
e thankful heart making the requirement, not the law, but the heart to give in every area, including our finances. 
For what the law could could do, grace did abound.

1st Cor 16:2
But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ. 1
3 Don't you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the 
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altar share in what is offered on the altar? 14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach 
the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.

Now tithing or not tithing is actually not the question, the question is about where is the heart. If we believe HE 
has the power to change our mortal body and take us to heaven and also through HIM we can do all things thro
ugh Christ who strengthen us. If our heart has been changed and HIS Spirit lives in us, and we are a new creatio
n. Why would we not want to give in cheerfulness to HIS church for the assistance in spreading of the gospel? I
s it the church body, the foot, the arm, the leg, the whole body working together. Does the hand say to the foot, 
we don't need you. The body of Christ. If the preacher and the bills get paid, where does the money coming fro
m? How was the church set up from the scripture? Does God not have power now to provide for his people or 
must they retsain all they earn in order to make it financially? Does HE have the power to control our situation i
n everything for HIS purpose? Does He control the air we breath? This is the confidence we have right? Is confi
dence not faith? Do we have evidence that Paul and the early church did it this way? Have we nullify the words t
hat Paul wrote when he set up the church as he was given the words by the Holy Spirit?

Luke 6:45-46
45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of th
e evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaket
h.
46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?
KJV

What is alms?
Luke 12:33-38
33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that f
aileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.
34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;
36 And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he c
ometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.
37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he
shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.
38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those se
rvants.
KJV

God does not need the money HE has intrusted and gave us each the abiltiyt to earn money for ourselves and f
or others and to carry out HIS purpose. Could it be He just desires to see us demostrate our love and trust in an
d to HIM in our giving. God is the owner of the cattle of a thousand hills and also owns the hills that the cattle ar
e grazing on also. God is not in need of our money or HIS money He has enables us to make, but desires that HI
S Spirit live our heart and that it be manifested in obedient trust to HIM. What we say in our actions reveals if wh
at we say with our mouth is really and truly from the heart. It also reveals it to our own hearts as well others. Go
d already knows our heart. That subject is what James is referring to when HE said faith without works is dead. 
He wasn't talking about our works justifying us, but rather the last part of the passage in EPH 8 and 9 but verse 
10 of the passage that many times is used by many excuse them from doing absolutely nothing for HIS CHURC
H and HIS PURPOSE as a Christian.

James 2:17-18
17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew t
hee my faith by my works.
KJV

Eph 2:8-10
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesusunto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.
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KJV

Is HE a rewarder of those who dilgently seek HIM? He says He is. I believe He is, I have experienced that He is, n
ot as some preach the prosperity gospel, in that He will enable us to win the lottery or that will someone will giv
e us a JETLINER, if we but only have enough faith and give. He could if it was in and for HIS Plans and purpose
s he could if He wanted to. If we gave for that reason, it would be wrong to give anything with the wrong motive.
God is our Jehovah Jireh, being our provider means for all our needs, not our wants.
I say HE is our provider not only to forgive sins but in everything that we are and if we react to what we have in 
our heart as HE plainly instructed to in His Word, we are to be content in whatever situation He has placed us in
.

One more passage in closing. This should say it all.

Phil 4:15-23
15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no chur
ch communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.
16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.
17 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, a
n odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.
19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
20 Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
21 Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with me greet you.
22 All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar's household.
23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
KJV

On more and then I'm through, but there are many others passages if one wants to search His Word find them.

1 Cor 16:1-2
16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do y
e.
2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there 
be no gatherings when I come.
KJV

If I might make add one more point and I'm through. Seeing these passages and reading them to be truth, if I mi
ght ask, how can one arrive at the lie, that christian service to the local church is not neccesary or pleasing to L
ord and and that HE/SHE, if they are physically able, and that using the gift or gifts given to them by HIS grace a
nd offering that gift in service and giving in the local church is not neccesary and/or tithing is not scriptural or p
leasing to the Lord. How can you arrive at that?

2 Cor 9:7-8
7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God lov
eth a cheerful giver.
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work:
KJV

As for the mega-churches and the Joel Olstens with the big incomes. If you will notice you can plainly see Joel 
hardly ever uses any scripture in his sermon! He is the poster boy for ear tickling. That is not a biblical church. 
We can see from scripture that when a church reaches a number in membership level, more people than the Pa
stor, Elders and deacons can minister to and supply the needs of, the church should plant another chruch or all
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ow God to start another church body. Have another Pastor to shepherd the new flock, appoint elders, deacons a
nd so on. Just like Paul did it. Not build up a big pot of money for the elaborate sanctuary and so forth. Not buy 
a jet like Jesse Duplantas and Kenneth Copeland. As Ccchhhrrriiiss said in a thread if Benny Hinn wants to hav
e a healiing service, he needs to got the hospital to the ICU unit. If some want to have a bring the dead to life the
y need to go to the morgue. All who call themselves a gosple organizations, regardless if they call themselves a
church are not, if they are acting under the pretense gathering money and using the money to spread the gospe
l and they collect money from their members, donations or whatever, They should voluntarily file a report to the
members and the givers monthly. They should also have an announced board from among their members that d
irect what the funds go toward and how much. One should never give to those who are not accountable to the 
members and to God. They should be transparent if they have nothing to hide and lay their check register on th
e table for all to see. If they do not do this they are hiding something. I may be stepping on some toes here but I 
think this is biblical.
I expect this thread to slid back behind the mayonaise very quickly of the home page. It could possibly even be 
from lack of rebuttal.

Re: - posted by ChrisJD (), on: 2008/5/3 17:43
Hi everyone.

I noticed this and it seems to relate to some of the things wisevigin had mentioned,

"And if a Levite come from any of thy gates out of all Israel, where he sojourned, and come with all the desire of his mind
unto the place which the LORD shall choose; Then he shall minister in the name of the LORD his God, as all his
brethren the Levites do, which stand there before the LORD. They shall have like portions to eat, beside that which com
eth of the sale of his patrimony." 

- Deuteronomy 18:6-8

The follwoing is the entry from Albert Barnes' Notes on the Bible from this passage, in e-sword,

Deu 18:6-8 - 

These verses presuppose that part of the Levites only will be in residence and officiating at the place of the sanctuary, th
e others of course dwelling at their own homes in the Levitical cities, or Â“sojourningÂ” elsewhere; compare the marginal
references. But if any Levite out of love for the service of the sanctuary chose to resort to it when he might reside in his o
wn home, he was to have his share in the maintenance which was provided for those ministering in the order of their cou
rse.

Deu_18:8
Beside that which cometh of the sale of his patrimony - 

The Levites had indeed Â“no part nor inheritance with Israel,Â” but they might individually possess property, and in fact 
often did so (compare 1Ki_2:26; Jer_32:7; Act_4:36). The Levite who desired to settle at the place of the sanctuary woul
d probably sell his patrimony when quitting his former home. The text directs that he should, notwithstanding any such pr
ivate resources, duly enjoy his share of the perquisites provided for the ministers at the sanctuary, and as he was Â“waiti
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ng at the altarÂ” should be Â“partaker with the altarÂ” 1Co_9:13.

end of entry

"The Levite who desired to settle at the place of the sanctuary would probably sell his patrimony when quitting his former
home."

Compare with Acts 4:36-37.

Chris

Re: - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2008/5/4 7:42
Reply ginnyrose

ginnyrose wrote.
Â“They became skilled manipulators. Aggravatin'! annoying! frustrating! To learn discernment in the giving of goods to th
e 'poor' requires Holy Spirit discernment. If you want to pray for anyone, pray for those who job is to dispense material g
oods because they need it!Â” End quote

Amen! Amen! We should  pray for and support all volunteers in the great work they do. My wife does the same kind of w
ork as you once a week as a volunteer. The elite insulate themselves from such unseemly displays so we who seek not 
our own interest or wealth must shoulder the responsibility.

What have we that was not given to us? Charging for doing service to God. Shame!Shame!Shame!

We see young families struggling to support wealthy old men who will never spend all the money they have. Shame!Sha
me!Shame!

Young people please do not let someone enslave you into pledging anything to them. Feed and cloth the poor in your co
mmunity as a Christian, that your Father in Heaven receive the glory. Not some institution who skims off the top like a ca
sino.

Eddie

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/5/4 18:14

Quote:
-------------------------Feed and cloth the poor in your community as a Christian, 
-------------------------

Eddie, this question torments me: who are the poor in my community? They all receive a government check - at least th
ose that think they are poor. But too many of them are there because of sin: fornication, sloth. They  think the rest of us 
who work our tails off owe them a living while they sit at home and do nothing or are 'sleeping around'. 

Yes, this command haunts me...however, I have begun to ask the LORD to bring people my way who I may bless by sh
aring whatever I have. And it happens. But it is nothing big or worthy of mention, to speak of. Maybe we are too haunted 
by "big" and feel like something as insignificant as a glass of water is meaningless in the scheme of life, but it really is no
t when you are thirsty. 
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My thoughts,
ginnyrose

Re: - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2008/5/7 7:57
Reply to ginnyrose, sorry I took so long I have been working hard.

I have shared some of your disappointments and know where you are coming from. But I have had so many blessings th
at I canÂ’t began to describe all of them. When I first walked into the center a wonderful lady said in a motherly tone you 
sit here with us. IÂ’ve been sitting in fellowship and love with them ever since. They are two Christian widows and their fr
iend and now my friend and sister in Christ. They are 88, 89, 91 years young. One sister and I refer to each other as son
and mom and her sister I call each other aunt and nephew and they introduce me to members of their family as my son 
and my nephew. .  
The Lord our God hedges up around His sons and daughters and leads us to where His plan determines they are blesse
d and can be a blessing and protected when we make ourselves available.    

We are led to the poor through the love that we need to share with others. Volunteering at a senior center was my introd
uction to people that truly need help. We have a couple that are about to embark on a trip to New Zealand for two weeks
but there are Christian widows in their eighties and nineties that can only afford to buy the small size items at the grocer
y market because inflation in healthcare, groceries and rent has devoured their saving and  from outward appearances y
ou can hardly tell the difference. We have a couple that both are on walkers that needs help with their car when it has a f
lat or want crank. Someone to drive a person to the doctor, drugstore, or grocery shopping can be crucial in them remain
ing independent, at home and not going to a nursing home.

P.S The couple that are going on the trip, He delivers meals to the home bound in his personal car using his on gasoline
so I pray they have a glorious trip.       

Eddie
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