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The Latent Power of the Soul

by Watchman Nee

Preface

1--The Latent Power of the Soul
2--The Christian and Psychic Force

3--Spirit Force vs. Psychic Force

When in 1924 | first called the attention of God's children to the dividing of spirit and soul, many well-disposed brethren t
hought of it as merely a dispute over words having no great significance. What they failed to see was that our conflict is
not concerned with word but with that which lies behind. The spirit and the soul are two totally different organs: one belo
ngs to God, while the other belongs to man. By whatever names one may call them, they arc completely distinct in subst
ance. The peril of the believer is to confuse the spirit for the soul and the soul for the spirit, and so be deceived into acce
pting, the counterfeit of' evil spirits to the unsettling of' God's work.

This series of articles had originally been intended to be written immediately following the completetion (in 1928) of The
Spiritual Man. But because of physical weakness and the heavy burden of other service, | was only able to have them p
ublished in last year's issues of Revival magazine. In response to the request of its readers, | now put forth this booklet.

The greatest advantage in knowing the difference between spirit and soul is in perceiving the latent power of the soul an
d in understanding its falsification of the power of the Holy Spirit. Such knowledge is not theoretical but practical in helpin
g people to walk in God's way.

Just last night | was reading what F. B. Meyer once said in a meeting shortly before his earthly departure. Here is a secti
on of it: "This is an amazing fact that never has there been so much spiritualism outside the church of Christ as is found t
oday . . . Is it not factual that in the lower part of our human nature the stimulation of the soul is quite prevailing? Nowad
ays the atmosphere is so charged with the commotion of all kinds of counterfeit that the Lord seems to be calling the chu
rch to come to a higher ground."* Today's situation is perilous. May we "prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1
Thess. 5.21). Amen.

Watchman Nee March 8, 1933
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Chapter 1 --The Latent Power of the Soul

And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn over her, for no man buyeth their merchandise any more; merchandise
of gold, and silver, and precious stone, and pearls . . . and cattle, and sheep, and merchandise of horses and chariots a

nd slaves (Gr.bodies); and souls of men. (Rev. 18.11-13) Please note here that in this passage the list of merchandise ¢
ommences with gold and silver and ends with souls of men. Gold and silver, horses and chariots are all natural commodi
ties which can be bartered. Even slaves can be bartered or traded-yet this is a trading in human bodies. Further, though,
is an exchanging of the souls of men as merchandise.

So also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul. The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. Howbeit that is
not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; then that which is spiritual. (1 Cor. 15.45,46)

And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man becam
e a living soul. (Gen. 2.7)

Over the past two years | have felt strongly the need of giving such a message as will now be given. It is a message bot
h intricate and profound. It will not be easy for the speaker to speak nor for the hearers to understand. For this reason, |

did not insert this message into Part Three of The Spiritual Man.* Yet | have always felt | should give it, especially after h
aving read various books and magazines and having had contact to a certain extent with the people of this world. | sens
e how precious is the truth we are privileged to know. In view of the current situation and tendency of the church as well

as of the world, we are constrained to share what is given to us. Otherwise we will be hiding the lamp under a bushel.

What | would mention in the message for our consideration today concerns spiritual warfare and its relation to the end of
this age. Now for the sake of those who have not read The Spiritual Man, | will briefly touch on the trilogy of spirit, soul, a
nd body.

Trilogy of Spirit, Soul, and Body

"And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the ground"” (Gen. 2.7). This refers to the human body. "And breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life." This describes how God gave spirit to man; it was Adam's spirit. So man's body was forme
d of the dust of the ground, and man's spirit was given to him by God. "And man became a living soul." After the breath
of life had entered into his nostrils man became a living soul. The spirit, the soul, and the body are three separate entitie
s. "May your spirit and soul and body be preserved entire" (1 Thess. 5.23. The spirit is God-given; the soul is a living sou
[; and the body is God-formed.

According to common understanding the soul is our personality. When the spirit and the body were joined, man became
a living soul. The characteristic of the angels is spirit and that of the lower animals such as beasts is flesh. We humans h
ave both spirit and body; but our characteristic is neither spirit nor body but soul. We have a living soul. Hence the Bible
calls man soul. For example, when Jacob went down into Egypt with his family, the Scriptures tell us that "all the souls of
the house of Jacob, that came into Egypt, were threescore and ten" (Gen. 46.27. Again, those who had received Peter's
word on Pentecost were baptised and "there were added unto them in that day about three thousand souls" (Acts 2.41.
Hence soul stands for our personality, for what makes us as man.

What are the various functions of spirit, soul, and body? These have already been explained in Part One of The Spiritual
Man. But | was most happy one day to find on the bookshelf a volume of Andrew Murray's writings in which is to be foun
d an explanation of the spirit, soul, and body in the appended notes that is quite similar to our interpretation. What follow
S is a quotation from one of the notes: |

In the history of man's creation we read, "The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground'thus was his body made-*
and breathed into his nostrils the breath’ or spirit “of life': thus his spirit came from God; ‘and man became a living soul.'
The spirit quickening the body made man a living soul, a living person with the consciousness of himself. The soul was t
he meeting-place, the point of union between body and spirit. Through the body, man, the living soul, stood related to th
e external world of sense; could influence it, or be influenced by it. Through the spirit he stood related to the spiritual wor
Id and the Spirit of God, whence he had his origin; could be the recipient and the minister of its life and power. Standing t
hus midway between two worlds, belonging to both, the soul had the power of determining itself, of choosing or refusing
the objects by which it was surrounded, and to which it stood related.

In the constitution of these three parts of man's nature, the spirit, as linking him with the Divine, was the highest; the bod
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y, connecting him with the sensible and animal, the lowest; intermediate stood the soul, partaker of the nature of the oth
ers, the bond that united them and through which they could act on each other. Its work, as the central power, was to ma
intain them in their due relation; to keep the body, as the lowest, in subjection to the spirit; itself to receive through the sp
irit, as the higher, from the Divine Spirit what was waiting (sic) it for its perfection: and so to pass down, even to the body
, that by which it might be partaker of the Spirit's perfection and become a spiritual body. (Andrew Murray, The Spirit of
Christ. Fort Washington,PA, Christian Literature Crusade,1964. Note C: The Place of the Indwelling, p227-228.)

What is the spirit? That which makes us conscious of God and relates us to God is the spirit. What is the soul? It is that
which relates us to ourselves and gives us self-consciousness. What is the body? It causes us to be related to the world.
C. I. Scofield, in his reference Bible, explains that the spirit gives Godconsciousness, the soul self-consciousness, the bo
dy world-consciousness. Horse and ox are not conscious of God because they have no spirit. They are only conscious o
f their own beings. The body causes us to sense the world-such as our seeing the things of the world, our feeling hot or
cold, and so forth.

What is mentioned above refers to the functions of spirit, soul, and body. | will now come to the very important problem h
ere. Many view this matter of spirit, soul, and body as being related only to spiritual life; but we need to realize that it is al
so relevant to spiritual work and warfare. We tend to compare ourselves as being almost equal to Adam before his fall.
We assume that since we are human beings just as Adam was, there is not too much difference between us. We think t
hat what we cannot do, neither could Adam do. But we do not see that there are two things here: (a) that on the one han
d, it is true that we cannot do what Adam could not do; yet also (b) that we cannot do what Adam could do. | am afraid w
e do not realize how capable Adam was. If we study the Bible carefully we will understand what kind of man Adam actua
lly was before his fall.

Adam's Authority and Physical Prowess

"And God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And G
od blessed them: and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have do

minion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth
" (Gen. 1.27,28). Have dominion over the earth, says God.

Friends, have you ever thought how immense the earth is? Suppose a master asks a servant to manage two houses. H

e makes the appointment on the basis of tire latter's ability to take care of them. No one servant is able to handle all the

houses located on a given lane, for he cannot do what is beyond his ability. A hard master may demand his servant to d
o a little more than his duty requires, but never will he demand his servant to undertake anything beyond his ability. Wou
Id God, then, ask Adam to do what he was incapable of doing? We can therefore conclude that if Adam was capable of

managing the earth, his prowess was most certainly superior to ours today. He had power, ability, and skill. He received
all of these abilities freshly from the Creator.

Although we may not rate Adam's power as being a billion times over ours, we can nonetheless safely reckon it to be a
million times over ours. Else he would not have been able to perform the duty commanded him of God. As for us today, t
hough, if we were required to merely sweep a lane three times daily, we would not be able afterwards to straighten our b
ack. How then could we possibly rule the earth? Yet Adam not only ruled the earth but he also had dominion over the fis
h of the sea, the birds of the heavens, and every living thing on the earth. To rule is not just to sit by doing nothing. It req
uires management and work. From a seeing of this we should recognize the superior power which Adam in fact possess
ed. It far exceeds our present situation.

But do you think that this insight is something new? Actually this is the teaching of the Bible. Before his fall Adam had su
ch strength that he never felt tired after work. It was only after his fall that God told him, "In the sweat of thy face shalt th
ou eat bread."

Adam's Brain Power and Memory

"And out of the ground Jehovah God formed every beast of the field, and every bird of the heavens; and brought them u
nto the man to see what he would call them; and whatsoever the man called every living creature, that was the name the
reof' (Gen. 2.19). My friends, is this not marvelous? Suppose you were to take a dictionary and to read all the names of t
he animals; would you not confess that you could neither recognize nor memorize them all? Yet Adam gave names to all
the birds and animals. flow intelligent he must have been! Those of us who are not so brilliant would no doubt soon give
up the study of zoology once we saw our inability to memorize all the details. But Adam was not one who memorized the
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se zoological names; he was the denominator, for he gave names to all. Hereby do we know how rich and perfect was A
dam's rational power.

Adam's Managerial Power

"And Jehovah God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it" (Gen. 2.15). From lookin
g into how Adam governed the earth let us now dwell somewhat on the things which God charged him to do. God comm
anded him to dress the garden of Eden. This needed to be done systematically. How big was the garden? Genesis 2.10-
14 mentions four rivers; namely, Pishon, Gihon, Hiddekel and Euphrates. They all flowed from Eden and divided into fou
r river regions. Can you imagine now how big the garden was? How strong must Adam be to be charged with dressing a
land which was surrounded by four rivers! He was not only to dress it but also to keep it; to keep the garden from being i
nvaded by the enemy. Therefore the power which Adam had in that day must have been tremendous. He must have be

en a man with astounding ability. All his powers were inherent in his living soul. We may look upon Adam's power as sup
ernatural and miraculous, but so far as Adam was concerned these abilities were not miraculous but human, not supern

atural but natural.

Did Adam use up all his powers on that day? From what can be seen in our study of Genesis, he had not exhausted his
power. For after he was newly created by God, but before he could manifest all his abilities, he fell.

What was the bait which the enemy used in enticing Eve? What did the enemy promise her? It was this: "In the day ye e
at thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil" (Gen. 3.5). "Be as God" was
the enemy's promise. He told Eve that not withstanding the power which she already possessed there was still a great ¢
hasm between her and God, but that if she ate this fruit she would then have God's authority, wisdom, and power. And o
n that day Eve was tempted and fell.

The Power God Gave to Adam

We are not, by our probing in this fashion, being inordinately curious; we only desire to know what God actually gave to
Adam. "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness" (Gen. 1.26). The words "image" and "likeness"
may seem to be alike in meaning and may therefore appear repetitious. But in Hebrew the word "image" does not point t
o physical likeness, rather it denotes moral or spiritual similarity. Someone has put it as: "change into likeness"; that is, "t
o be conformed to a likeness". The purpose in God creating man is for man to be transformed according to His image. G
od wanted Adam to be like Him. The devil said, "Ye shall be as God." But God's original intention was that Adam should
be transformed to become like Him.

From this we conclude that before the fall Adam had in him the power to become like God. He possessed a hidden abilit
y which made it possible for him to become like God. He was already like Him in outward appearance, but he was ordain
ed by God to become like Him morally (I use the word "morally" to indicate that which is above the material, not what me
rely points to man's good behavior). Thus are we shown how much loss mankind has suffered through the fall. The mag
nitude of the damage is probably beyond our imagination.

The Fall of Man

Adam is a soul. His spirit and body are joined in his soul. That astonishing power which we have just mentioned is prese
nt in Adam's soul. In other words, the living soul, which is the result of the coming together of the spirit and the body, pos
sesses unthinkable supernatural power. At the fall, though, the power which distinquishes Adam from us is lost. Yet this
does not mean there is no longer such power; it only denotes that though this ability is still in man, it is nonetheless "froz
en" or immobilized. According to Genesis 6, after the fall man becomes flesh. The flesh envelops the whole being and s
ubjugates him. Man was originally a living soul; now, having fallen, he becomes flesh. His soul had been meant to submi
t to the spirit's control; now it is subject to the dominion of the flesh. Hence the Lord said, "My Spirit shall not strive with
man for ever, for that he also is flesh" (Gen. 6.3). When God here mentioned man, He called him flesh, for in His eyes th
at was now what he was. Consequently it is recorded in the Bible that "all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth” (
Gen. 6.12); and again, "upon the flesh of man shall it (the holy anointing oil, representing in type the Holy Spirit) not be p
oured.” (Ex. 30.32); and further, "by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified in His sight" (Rom. 3.20).

Why do | dwell at some length on this? In Revelation 18 things are mentioned which shall come to pass in the last days.

| indicated at the very beginning how man's soul will become a commodity in Babylon-that which can be sold and bought
. But why is man's soul treated as a commodity? Because Satan and his puppet the Antichrist wish to use the human so
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ul as an instrument for their activities at the end of this age. When Adam fell in the garden of Eden his power was immob
ilized. He had not lost this power altogether, only it was now buried within him. lle had become flesh, and his flesh now e
nclosed tightly this marvelous power within it. Generation has succeeded generation with the result that this primordial a
bility of Adam has become a "latent" force in his descendants. It has turned to become a kind of "hidden" power. It is not
lost to man, it is simply bound up by the flesh.

Today in each and every person who lives on earth lies this Adamic power, though it is confined in him and is not able to
freely express itself. Yet such power is in every man's soul just as it was in Adam's soul at the beginning. Since today's s
oul is under siege by the flesh, this power is likewise confined by the flesh. The work of the devil nowadays is to stir up
man's soul and to release this latent power within it as a deception for spiritual power. The reason for my mentioning the
se things is to warn ourselves of the special relationship between man's soul and Satan in the last days.

We have already seen how Adam possessed special supernatural ability, though in actuality what he had was not at all
special or supernatural, however much it may appear that way to us today. Before his fall Adam could quite naturally exe
rcise this ability with ease, since it was embodied in his soul. But after his fall, this power of his was interned by his body.
Formerly the body was a help to Adam's powerful soul; now the soul had fallen, and his power was circumscribed by the
shell of the flesh. Satan, however, attempts to break open this fleshly shell and to release the power dormant in man's s
oul in order to gain control over man. Many do not understand this strategy, being deceived into accepting it as of God.

Viewing Religiously

Yet this does not happen in Christianity alone. The Babylonians, the Arabs, the Buddhists, the Taoists, and the Hindus a
Il try in their respective way to release the power which Adam has left to our soul. In any religion, using whatever means

or ways of' instruction, there stands a common principle behind all their apparent differences. This common principle is t
0 aim at overcoming the outward flesh so as to deliver the soul power from all kinds of' bondage for freer expression. So
me lessons of instruction given in these religions are directed at destroying the obstruction of the body, some at uniting t
he body and the soul, while some are aimed at strengthening the soul through training and thus enabling it to overcome

the body. Whatever the ways may be, the principle behind them all is the same. It is important to know this or else we wil
| be deceived.

| do not know how people are informed of the marvelous energy dormant in man's soul, the release of which, presently b
ound by the flesh, will result in the display of miraculous power even to the attaining of the status of a "fairy" or "buddha".
Probably they are all informed by the devil, the evil spirit. Their elucidations may vary, nevertheless the underlying princi
ple is the same, which is, the use of special means to release the power of the soul. They may not employ, as used by u
s, this terminology of soul power; yet the fact is unmistakable. For example, in Buddhism and Taoism, and even in some
sects of' Christianity, special supernatural power is available to all of them to perform miracles in the healing of diseases
and in predicting the future.

Take as an instance the ascetic practices and breathings of Taoism or even the simplest form of abstract meditation: the
se are all done according to the one principle of subjugating the body under the soul with the purpose of releasing the lat
ter's power. No wonder many miraculous things do happen which we cannot simply dismiss as superstition. Buddhism w
as originally atheistic. Gautama Siddharta was an atheist. This is the consensus of many scholars and critics on the teac
hing of Buddhism. He believed in the soul's transmigration as well as in nirvana*. (* That state, according to The Americ

an Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, "of absolute blessedness, characterized by release from the cycle of rei
ncarnations and attained through the extinction of self." ) Now | have no intention here of lecturing on Buddhism; | only w
ish to explain why and how many a wonder has been performed in this religion.

In Buddhism there is the teaching on escaping the world. Those who take the Buddhist vow must abstain from marriage
and meat. They must not kill any living thing. Through ascetic practices they may eventually attain to the elimination of al
| food. Some monks of high degree can even pierce the unknown past and predict the future. They perform many wonde
rs by Buddhist magic. When what they call their "heart blood" flushes, they are able to foretell the things to come. The e
ngaging in all these different kinds of abstinences and ascetic practices flows from one single governing principle: the Bu
ddhist is attempting to break all physical and material bonds so as to get his soul power released.

| know some people, my seniors in age, who joined the Unity Club. They and their fellow-Club members practice abstrac
t meditation and so forth. They tell me that each degree they enter into has its own magnitude of light. The light they per
ceive follows the truth they penetrate. | believe in what they say, for they are able to be liberated from the suppression of
the body and so release the power which Adam possessed before his fall. There is really nothing extraordinary about it.
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The modern-day Church of Christ, Scientist was founded by Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy. She denied the existence of sicknes
s, pain, sin, and death (though Mrs. Eddy has already died. Since according to her teaching there is no such thing as sic
kness, whenever one is sick he only needs to exercise his mind against any recognition of pain and he will be healed. T

his means, then, that if one believes in no sickness he will not be sick. So too, if he does not believe in sin he will not sin.
By training man's will, mind, and emotion to the point of absolutely denying the existenceof these things-viewing them as
false and deceptive he will find them nonexistent indeed.

When this teaching was first promulgated, it was opposed by many people. Physicians especially opposed it, for if this w
ere true, then there would be no need for physicians. Yet following their examination of those people healed by the Chris
tian Scientist, these doctors were unable to repudiate it as false. Consequently, more and more people believe; even ma
ny famous scientists and physicians embrace this teaching. This is not at all surprising, though, since there is a reservoir
of tremendous power in the soul just waiting to be released from the confines of the flesh.

Viewing Scientifically

Let us now view this matter scientifically. The field of psychology has undertaken unprecedented research in the modern
age. What is psychology? The word itself is the combination of two Greek words: "psyche" which means soul and "logia"
which means discourse. Hence psychology is "the science of the soul". The research engaged in by modern scientists is
but a probing into the soul part of our being. It is limited to that part, the spirit not being touched.

Modern parapsychology began with Franz Anton Mesmer. His first discovery, made in 1778, is now known as mesmeris
m (hypnotism as practised by Mesmer himself). His disciples excelled him through their own discoveries, just as the gre
en which is derived from the blue excels the blue. Some of their experiments are almost unbelievable in results. Their m
ethod not unexpectedly is to discharge that hidden power within man's soul. For example, in clairvoyance (the power to
perceive things which are out of the natural range of human senses) or telepathy (communication by scientifically unkno
wn or inexplicable means, as by the exercise of mystic power), people arc able to see or hear or smell things thousands
of miles away.

It has been said that mesmerism "is the rock from which all mental sciences . . . were hewn."* (*Mrs. Jessie Penn-Lewis,
Soul and Spirit. Poole, Dorset, England Overcomer Literature Trust, 19687?, p.67. Also available in the United States fro
m Christian Literature Crusade, Fort Washington, Pa.) Before the time of Mesmer psychic research was not an independ
ent branch of science; it occupied only an insignificant place in natural science. But due to these astonishing discoveries
, it has become a system of its own.

| wish to draw your attention not to the study of psychology but to the fact that all these miraculous phenomena are obtai
ned through the release of the latent power of man's soul, that ability which was hidden in man after the fall. Why is this

called "latent" power? Because in Adam's fall God had not withdrawn from him that "supernatural" power which he once
possessed. Instead, this power fell with him and became imprisoned in his body. The power was there; only it could not

be expressed. Hence the term latent power.

The phenomena of our human life such as speaking and thinking are abilities which are quite remarkable; but the latent

power that is hidden in man is also striking. And were this power to be activated, many more remarkable phenomena wo
uld be displayed in our life. The many miraculous occurrences which modern parapsychologists discover in no way attes
t to their supernatural character. They merely prove that the latent power of the soul may be released by the appropriate
means.

A list of some of the “discoveries' which followed the obtaining by Mesmer of the basic knowledge of the mysterious forc
es latent in the human frame, shows how amazingly the movement advanced, once man had obtained the key. In 1784,
a pupil of Mesmer's discovered “clairvoyance' as the result of Mesmeric sleep, and incidentally stumbled upon “Thought
Reading'.* (*Penn-Lewis, op. cit., p.67.)

Telepathy-being communication between mind and mind otherwise than through the known channels of the senses-ena
bles a person to use his own psychic force to ascertain another's thought without the need of being told. "Hypnotism, Ne
urology, and Psychometry . . . and numberless other “discoveries' followed as the years went by."* Now hypnosis is an a
rtificially induced sleep-like condition in which an individual is extremely responsive to suggestions made by the hypnotis
t. Not only man, even lower animals can also be hypnotised. And psychometry is the discovery that the mind can act out
side the human body and that the “psychometric sensitive' can read the past like an open book. Then came a discovery,
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called statuvolism, signifying a peculiar condition produced by the will, in which the subject can “throw his mind' to any di
stant place, and see, hear, feel, smell and taste, what is going on there. Then . .. came a discovery . . . called "Pathetis
m' . . . By this the mind could withdraw itself from the consciousness of pain, and cure diseases.

At first, scientific men only followed up these “discoveries' as branches of Natural Science . . . .*

But due to multiplication of these miraculous phenomena, parapsychology soon became a science itself. To the practitio
ners of this science these many miraculous phenomena are quite natural. To us believers they are even more natural. F
or we know they are merely the consequences of the releasing of the latent power of the soul. *Penn-Lewis, op. cit., p.6
7-68.

Psychologists declare that within man is a tremendous array of power: the power of self-control, creative power, reconstr
uctive power, the power of faith,the power of quickening, the power of revivification. These can all be released by men.
One psychology book even goes so far as to proclaim that all humansare gods, only that the god is imprisoned within us
. By releasing the god within us we all become gods. How alike are these words to those of Satan!

The Common Rule

Whether it is in China or in Western nations, all these practices of breathing, ascetic exercise, hypnosis, prediction, resp
onses, and communications are but the release and manifestation of the power within. | suppose we have all heard som
ething of the miraculous acts of hypnosis. In China are fortune-tellers whose feats of prediction are well-known. Each da
y they interview only a few customers. They have devoted much time and energy in perfecting their art. And their predicti
ons are amazingly accurate. Buddhists and Taoists have their miraculous performances too. Though evidence of decept
ion is not lacking, apparently supernatural manifestations are undeniable.

The explanation for these phenomena is simple they either by chance or at the direction of the evil spirit hit upon some
way or ways of ascetic practice that enable them to perform extraordinary feats.Common people do not know they have
this power in themselves. Others with some scientific knowledge know this power is hidden in them, though they cannot
tell how it is so. We who have been taught of God know that this ability is the latent power of man's soul which is now bo
und in the flesh through Adam's fall. This power had fallen with man, so that according to God's will it should not be used
any further. But it is Satan's desire to develop this latent ability so as to make man feel he is as rich as God in accordanc
e with what Satan had promised. Thus will man worship himself, though indirectly it is a worship of Satan.

Hence Satan is behind all these parapsychic researches. He is trying his best to use the latent energy of the soul to acc
omplish his goal. For this reason, all who develop their soul power cannot avoid being contacted and used by the evil spi
rit.

G. H. Pember, in his book Earth's Earliest Ages, has stated this matter from still another angle:

It appears that there are two methods by which men can acquire unlawful power and knowledge, and gain admittance to
a prohibited intercourse. He who would follow the first . . . must so bring his body under the control of his own soul that h
e can project his soul . . . . The development of these faculties is, doubtless, possible but to few, and even in their case ¢
an only be compassed by a long and severe course of training, the object of which is, to break down the body to a compl
ete subjection, and to produce a perfect apathy in regard to all the pleasures, pains, and emotions, of this life, so that no
disturbing elements may ruffle the calm of the aspirant's mind and hinder his progress . . . The second method is by a pa
ssive submission to the control of foreign intelligences ....* (*G. H. Pember, Earth's Earliest Ages. New York, Fleming H.

Revell Co., n.d., p.251254.)

What we would especially pay attention to here is the first method, that is, activating the latent power of one's own soul.
His view coincides with ours completely. The ascetic practices of the Buddhists, the breathing and abstract meditation of
the Taoists, the meditation and thought concentration of the hypnotists, the silent sitting by those in the Unity Club, and
all the varieties of meditations, contemplations, concentrated thought to no thought at all, and hundreds of similar action
s which people practice, follow the same rule-however varied their knowledge and faith may be. What all do is nothing m
ore than bring man's external confused thought, wavy emotion, and weak will to a place of tranquillity, with his flesh com
pletely subdued, hence making possible the release of the soul's latent power. The reason this is not manifested in ever
y person is because not all can break through the barriers of the flesh and bring all common psychic expressions to perf
ect calmness.
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Some Facts

Several years ago | made the acquaintance of an Indian. He told me of a friend of his in Hinduism who could reveal secr
ets of people accurately. Once he wished to test the ability of his Hindu friend. So he invited him to his home, and sure e
nough the Hindu was able to reveal everything that had been put into each drawer of the home. Later my Indian acquain
tance asked his friend to go outside and wait while he wrapped a most valuable object in cloth and paper before placing

it in a box and depositing it in a locked drawer. His Hindu friend returned inside and was able to reveal what the valuable
object was without error. This was unquestionably due to the exercise of soul power that was able to penetrate all physic
al barriers. Mrs. Jessie PennLewis, whom we have quoted earlier, once wrote the following:

| once met a man in North India, who had access to the highest circles of society in Simla, the summer seat of the Gover
nment of India, who told me one evening of his connection with the Mahatmas in India and in other countries of Asia. He
said that he knew of great political events weeks and months before they came to pass. "I do not depend for news on tel
egrams and newspapers. They only record past events, we know events before they take place,' he said. How can a ma
n in London know the events happening in India, and viceversa? It was explained to me that it was through “soul-force' b
eing projected by men who knew the secret of the Mahatmas.* (*Overcomer magazine for 1921-23, quoted in Mrs. Jessi
e Penn-Lewis, Soul and Spirit. Poole, Dorset, England, Overcomer Literature Trust, 19687, p.55-56. Also available in the
United States from Christian Literature Crusade, Fort Washington, Pa.)

In quoting from Wild's Spiritual Dynamics, Pember has recorded that an adept can consciously see the minds of others.
He can act by his soul-force on external spirits. He can accelerate the growth of plants and quench fire; and, like Daniel,
subdue ferocious wild beasts. He can send his soul to a distance, and there not only read the thoughts of others, but spe
ak to and touch those distant objects; and not only so, but he can exhibit to his distant friends his spiritual body in the ex
act likeness of that of the flesh. Moreover . . . the adept . . . can . . . create out of the surrounding multiplex atmosphere t
he likeness of any physical object, or he can command physical objects to come into his presence.** **Pember, op. cit.,
p.252.

The Christian's Attitude

These miraculous phenomena in religion and science are but the manifestation of man's latent power which in turn is us

ed by the evil spirit. They all follow one common rule: to break through the bonds of the flesh and release the power of th
e soul. The difference between us (the Christians) and them lies in. the fact that all our miracles are performed by God t

hrough the Holy Spirit. Satan makes use of man's soul force to manifest his strength. Man's soul power is Satan's workin
g instrument, through which he works out his evil end.

God, though, never works with man's soul power, for it is unusable to Him. When we are born again, we are born of the
Holy Spirit. God works by the Holy Spirit and our renewed spirit. He has no desire to use soul power. Since the fall God
has forbidden man to again use his original power of' the soul. It is for this reason that the Lord Jesus often declares ho
w we need to lose our soul life, that is, our soul power. God wishes us today not to use this soul power at all.

We cannot say that all the wonders performed in the world are false; we have to acknowledge that many of them are rea
I. But all these phenomena are produced by the latent power of the soul after Adam's fall. As Christians we must be very
careful in this last age not to stir up soul's latent energy- either purposely or unwittingly.

Let us return again to the Scriptures read at the beginning. We notice that at the end of the age the particular work Sata

n and the evil spirits under him will do is to trade in man's soul power. The aim is simply to fill this world with the latent p

ower of the soul. One correspondent to the Overcomer magazine made the following comparison: "the forces of Psyche

(soul) arrayed against the forces of pneuma (spirit)."* (*As quoted in Penn-Lewis, op. cit., p.55.) All who have spiritual in

sight and sensitivity know the reality of this statement. Soul power is rushing towards us like a torrent. Making use of sci

ence (psychology and parapsychology), religion,and even an ignorant church (in her seeking excessively supernatural m
anifestations and in her not controlling supernatural gifts according to the guidance of the Bible), Satan is causing this w

orld to be filled with the power of darkness. Yet this is but Satan's last and final preparation for the manifestation of the A
ntichrist. Those who are truly spiritual (that is, those who reject soul power) sense all around them the acceleration of op
position from the evil spirits. The whole atmosphere is so darkened that they find it hard to advance. Nevertheless this is

also God's preparation for the rapture of the overcomers.

We need to understand what soul power is and what this force of the soul can do. Let me say that before the Lord's retur
n similar things to these will be greatly increased, perhaps even more than a hundred-fold. Satan will perform many asto
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nishing feats by utilizing this soul power so as to deceive God's elect.

We are now drawing nearer to the time of great apostasy. "The momentum is increasing rapidly,"” observed Mrs. Penn-L
ewis. "The hand of the Arch-enemy of God and man is on the helm, and the world is rushing to the dark hour, when, for

a brief period, will actually be the “god of this age', ruling through a superman whose “parousia' (appearance) cannot lon
g be delayed."™ (*Penn-Lewis, op. cit., p.69.) What is soul power? By going to the Scriptures and under the illumination o
f the Holy Spirit believers ought to realize that this power is so hellish as to spread over all nations on earth and to turn t

he whole world into chaos.

Satan is now engaging this soul power to serve as a substitute for God's gospel and its power. He tries to blind people's
hearts, through the marvel of soul force, into accepting a bloodless religion. He also uses the discoveries of psychic scie
nces to cast doubt upon the value of supernatural occurrences in Christianity-causing people to consider the latter as lik
ewise being nothing but the latent power of the soul. He aims at substituting Christ's salvation with psychic force. The m
odern attempt to change evil habits and bad temperaments by hypnosis is a forerunner to this objective.

The children of God can be protected only by knowing the difference between spirit and soul. If the deeper work of the cr
0ss is not applied to our Adamic life and by the Holy Spirit a real life union is effected with the Resurrected Lord, we may
unwittingly develop our soul power.

It may be helpful here to quote again from Mrs. Penn-Lewis.

“Soul-force' versus “Spirit-force' is the battle ground today. The Body of Christ is by the energy of the Holy Spirit within h
er, advancing heavenward. The atmosphere of the world is thickening with psychic currents behind which are massed th
e aerial foes. The only safety for the child of God is an experimental knowledge of the life in union with Christ wherein he
dwells with Christ in God, above the poisonous air in which the prince of the power of the air carries on his work. The Blo
od of Christ for cleansing. The Cross of Christ for identification in death. The Power of the Risen Ascended Lord by the
Holy Ghost, continually declared, laid hold of and wielded,will alone bring the members of the Body through in victory to j
oin the Ascended Head.* (*Penn-Lewis, op. cit., p.70.)

My hope for today is that you may be helped to know the source and the operations of the latent power of the soul. May

God impress us with the fact that where soul force is, there also is the evil spirit. We must not use the power which come
s from us, rather must we use the power which proceeds from the Holy Spirit. May we especially deny the latent power o
f the soul, lest we fall into Satan's hand. For the soul's power has, through Adam's sin, already fallen under the dominion
of Satan and has become the latter's working instrument. We therefore need to exercise great caution against Satan's d

eception.

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/5/31 0:13

Chapter 2 -- The Christian and Psychic Force

We have already seen how Adam was endued with unusual and astonishing abilities when he was created God. These
seemingly miraculous powers fell together with Adam. People who are ignorant tend to think that at his fall Adam lost all
of his wonderful powers. But the evidences produced by modern parachology indicate that Adam had not lost his original
power only that he had it hidden in his soul. During the past five or six thousand years, there have been quite a few amo
ng unbelievers who were able to demonstrate this soul force. Within the last one hundred years, more and more people
are capable of manifesting this latent power of the soul. Adam'’s trial ability has not been lost, it is merely hidden away in
his flesh. In this portion of' the message | will speak on the relation between this latent psychic power and a Christian. U
nless we know its danger we will not know how to guard against it. | invite you to observe especially the following four fa
cts.

Four Facts

(1) There is in Adam an almost unlimited power, a near miraculous ability. This we call soul power. Modern psychic rese
archers have proved the existence of such ability within man. Since the discovery of Mesmer in 1778 all kinds of latent p
ower have been exhibited-whether expressed psychically or religiously. These are but the release of man's soul force. W
e should not forget that these powers of the soul were in man before his fall but became latent in him afterwards.

(2) Satan desires to control man's latent soul power. He is well aware that there is this power in man's soul which is cap

able of doing many things. He therefore wishes to bring it under his control instead of God's. Satan wants to use it for his
own purpose.The purpose of his tempting Adam and Eve in the garden was to gain control of their soul power.
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| have frequently spoken on the spiritual meanings of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life. The

meaning of' the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is independence, the taking of independent action. The tree of life
, though, signifies dependence or reliance on God. The significance of this tree further tells us that Adam's original life is
but a human life, and that therefore he needs to depend on God and receive God's life in order to live. But the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil discloses that man does not need to depend on God but he can work and live and bear fruit

all by himself. Why do | bring up these matters? Simply to show you the cause of Adam and Eve's fall. If we can release

Adam's latent power we too may work wonders. But are we permitted to do so?

Satan knew there was such wonder-working strength in man, hence he tempted man to declare his independence from

God. The fall in the Edenic garden was none other than man taking independent action, separating himself from God. U
pon learning the story of the fall in the garden, we can perceive what the purpose of Satan was. He aimed at gaining the
soul of man. And when man fell, his original ability and miraculous strength all fell into Satan's hand.

(3) Today Satan desires to release and display the latent power of the soul. As soon as man fell, God imprisoned man's

psychic powers in his flesh. His many powers became confined and hidden in the flesh as a latent force-present but inac
tive. After the fall, all which belongs to the soul comes under the control and bondage of that which belongs to the flesh.

All psychological forces are thus governed by physiological forces. Satan's objective is to liberate man's soul power thro
ugh the breakdown of the outer shell of his flesh so as to free his soul from its fleshly bonds, thereby manifesting his late
nt power. This is what Revelation 18.13 means by making merchandise of men's souls. Indeed, man's soul has become

one of the many items of the enemy's comodities. The enemy desires especially to have man's psychological abilities as
his merchandise.

At the end of the age, particularly during then present moment, Satan's intention is to carry through what he at the begin
ning aimed at in the garden of Eden. Although he initiated the work of controlling man's soul in the garden, he had not ful
ly succeeded. For after his fall, man's whole being, including his soul power, came under the flesh. In other words, man's
psychological forces came under the dominion of his physiological forces. The enemy failed to make use of' man's soul
power; accordingly his plan was foiled.

Throughout these thousands of years, Satan has been exerting himself to influence men into expressing their latent pow
er. He has found, now and then, here and there, persons from whom he succeeds in drawing out their soul force. These
have become wonder-working religious leaders of the ages. But in the last hundred years, since the discovery of Mesme
r in parapsychology. many new discoveries of psychic phenomena have followed. All these are due to but one reason: th
e enemy is attempting to finish his previouslv unsuccessful work. He intends to release all the latent powers of men. This
is his singular purpose which he has been cultivating for thousands of years. This is why he trades in the souls of men b
esides such merchandise as gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, and cattle and horses. As a matter of fact, he has exer
ted his utmost strength to obtain this special commaodity.

(4) How does Satan make use of these latent powers? What are the various advantages for him?

(a) He will be able to fulfill his original promise he made to man that "ye shall be as God". In their ability to work so many
wonders, men will consider themselves as gods, and worship not God but themselves.

(b) He will confuse God's miracles. He wishes mankind to believe that all the miracles in the Bible are but psychological i
n their origin, thus lowering their value. He wants men to think that they are able to do whatever the Lord Jesus did.

(c) He will confound the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit works in man through the human spirit, but now Satan for
ges in man's soul many phenomena similar to the workings of the Holy Spirit., causing man to experience false repentan
ce, false salvation, false regeneration, false revival, false joy, and other counterfeits of Holy Spirit experiences.

(d) He will use man as his instrument for his final. resistance against God's plan in this last age. The Holy Spirit is God's
miracle-working power; but man's soul is Satan's wonder-working power. The last three years and a half (during the gre
at tribulation) will be a period of great wonders performed by man's soul under Satan's direction.

In summary, then, we see that (1) all these miraculous powers are already in Adam, (2) Satan's objective is to control th
ese powers, (3) in the end time The Point of Difference in the Workings of God and Satan

How should we guard against deception? We need to discern what is God's operation and what is the enemy's operatio
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n, what work is done by the Holy Spirit and what work is done by the evil spirit. All the works of the Holy Spirit are done t
hrough man's spirit; but the works of the enemy are all done through man's soul. The Holy Spirit moves the human spirit
while the enemy spirit moves the human soul. This is the basic point of difference between the operations of God and th
ose of the enemy. God's work is initiated by the Holy Spirit, but the enemy's work is commenced in man's soul.

Because of the fall, our human spirit is dead and so cannot communicate with God. At the time we believe in the Lord Je
sus we are born again. What is meant by being saved or born again? This is not just a matter of terminology; a real orga
nic change has occurred in us. When we trust in the Lord Jesus, God puts His life into our spirit and quickens it. Just as
man's spirit is substantial, so too this new spirit which God puts in us is substantial.

John 3.6 tells us what new birth is. "That which is born of the Spirit is spirit." Ezekiel too informs us:

"A new spirit will I (God) put within you" (36.26). Hence in regeneration we get a new spirit. On one occasion the Lord Je
sus said: "The words that | have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life" (John 6.63). Our life and work must therefore all
be within the scope of the spirit. When God uses us He usually works in and through our spirit. "Be filled with the Spirit" (
Eph. 5.18) indicates that this new spirit of ours should be filled with the Holy Spirit. In other words, God tills our spirit with
His Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit works in our spirit; but the evil spirit operates in our soul. Satan can only operate in the soul and by the p

ower of the soul. Satan has no way to commence his work in man's spirit; his working is restricted to the soul. What he h
as been doing for the past five or six thousand years he is presently doing and will continue to do in the future. Why is it t
hat Satan seems to be as omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient as God? For no other reason than what he is able t

o do with man's soul power. We may say that while the Holy Spirit is the power of God, man's soul appears to be the po

wer of Satan.

How unfortunate that many people are ignorant of the fact that the many ascetic practices, breathings, and abstract med
itations of Buddhism and Taoism, the hypnotism of western Europe, and the numerous wonders seen in psychic researc
hes are only the manifestations of the latent power of man's soul. They do not realize how mighty is the power of the sou
l.

Brothers and sisters, let us not consider this as a minor problem nor dismiss it as a research for scholars. It actually has
profound effects upon us.

The Two Sides of Soul Power

According to the Bible, the latent power of the soul seems to include two types. This parallels the classification seen fro
m the psychological standpoint. We confess that we are unable to divide these two types neatly; all we can say is that th
ere seems to be two different types in the soul's latent power: one seems to be the ordinary kind while the other seems t
o be the miraculous kind; one seems to be natural, the other seems to be supernatural; one seems to be humanly compr
ehensible, the other seems to be beyond human comprehension.

The term "mind" in psychology is broader in its meaning than that used in the Bible. What the psychologists mean by the
"mind" or the "heart" includes two parts: consciousness and subconsciousness. The subconscious side is what we call t
he miraculous part of the power of the soul. Though psychologists make the distinction between consciousness and sub
consciousness, they can hardly separate them. They only classify the more common psychical manifestations as belong
ing to the first type-that of consciousness, whereas they group the extraordinary or miraculous manifestations under the
second category-that of subconsciousness. We usually include only those common manifestations within the scope of th
e soul, not knowing that the strange and miraculous manifestation is also of the soul, though manifestations of this type
are more in the realm of the subconscious. Owing to various degrees of latent power in individual souls, some men exhi
bit phenomena more within the first type; while others, more within the second type.

All who serve the Lord ought to pay special attention to this point, otherwise they will get carried away by miraculous po
wers while trying to help people. Let me reiterate the difference between soul and spirit: Adam's fallen soul belongs to th
e old creation; but the regenerated spirit is the new creation. God works with man's spirit, for this is his regenerated life,
his new creation. Satan, on the other hand, builds with man's soul-that is, the fallen soul in Adam. He can only use the ol
d creation because the regenerated life in the new creation does not sin.

What Satan Is Doing in the Church Today
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How does Satan operate through man's soul and work with its latent psychical power? We have already given many exa
mples in Buddhism, Taoism, Christianity, parapsychology, and so forth. Let us now illustrate with some instances showin
g how Satan will use man's soul in spiritual things. This will help the Christian to discern what is of God and what is of th
e enemy, and also to know how God uses man's spirit whereas Satan uses man's soul.

Prayer

The prayers in the Bible are intelligent and not silly. When the Lord Jesus teaches us to pray, His first words are: "Our F
ather who art in heaven". He teaches us to pray to our Father in heaven, but we Christians often pray to the God in our r
oom. Our prayer should be offered to the heavenly Father for Him to hear. God wants us to send our prayers to heaven

by faith, regardless if our feeling be good or bad, or even if there be no feeling. If you pray to, and expect to be heard by,
the God in your room, | am afraid you will receive many strange feelings and miraculous experiences and visions from th
e God in your room. These are given to you by Satan, and whatever you receive from Satan belongs either to conscious
ness or subconsciousness.

Someone may not pray to the God in his room. He may direct his prayers instead towards the person for whom he prays
., This too is most dangerous. Suppose you have a friend who is over two thousand miles away from you. You pray for h
im, asking God, as the case might be, to either revive him in the Word or to save him. Instead of directing your prayer to
wards God, you concentrate on your thought, your expectation, and your wish and send them out to your friend as a forc
e. Your prayer is like a bow which shoots your thought, desire and wish as arrows towards your friend. He will be so opp
ressed by this force that he will do exactly what you have asked for. You may think your prayer is answered. But let met
ell you, it is not God who answers your prayer, for you have not prayed to Him. It is merely an answer to a prayer which
you directed towards your friend.

Someone claims his prayer is answered because, says he, "l have piled prayers on my friend." Indeed, for you prayed to
wards him, not towards God. Your prayer is answered, but not by God. Even though you do not know hypnosis, what yo
u have secretly done has fulfilled the law of hypnotism. You have released your psychic force to perform this act.

Why is this so? Because you have not prayed to the God in heaven; instead your prayers are projected towards, piled u
pon, and laid seige to, the person for whom you pray. In appearance you are praying, but in actuality you are oppressing
that person with your psychic power. If you use your soul force in praying for a certain one-say you pray that he should b
e at least disciplined if not punished-the prayer of your soul force will dart out at him and he will accordingly be sick. This
is a fixed principle of the soul. It is as sure as the fact that a person will be scorched if he thrusts his finger into fire.

For this reason, we should not pray a prayer that asks that a person be punished if he does not do what is expected of hi
m. Such prayer will cause him to suffer, and thus make the one who prayed such a prayer the instigator of his woe. If we
pray, we should pray to God and not towards man. | personally have experienced the ill-effect of such prayer. Several ye
ars ago | was sick for over a year. This was due to the prayers of five or six persons being piled upon me. The more they
prayed, the weaker | became. Finally | discovered the cause. | began to resist such prayers, asking God to disengage m
e from what

they had prayed for. And so | got well. In this connection, let me quote from a letter written by a believer:

| have just come through a terrible onslaught of the enemy. Hemorrhage, heart affection, panting and exhaustion. My wh
ole body is in a state of collapse. It suddenly burst upon me while at prayer to pray against all psychic power exercised u
pon me by (psychic) “prayer'. By faith in the power of the Blood of Christ, | cut myself off from it, and the result was rema
rkable. Instantly my breathing became normal, the hemorrhage stopped, exhaustion vanished, all pain fled, and life cam
e back into my body. | have been refreshed and invigorated ever since. God let me know in confirmation of this deliveran
ce, that my condition was the effect of a group of deceived souls, who are in opposition to me, “praying' about me! God h
ad used me to the deliverance of two of them, but the rest are in an awful pit . . . .*

Power for Service
If one who is experienced in the Lord is present at a revival meeting, he can tell whether the speaker is using soulical or
spiritual power. Once a friend of mine told me how powerful a certain preacher was. As | had never before met this prea

cher, | said | dare not judge. But | did write a few words on a notebook and gave it to my friend. | wrote: "Full of power bu
t what power?" This friend was not as advanced in the Lord as was his wife. He did not understand what | had written. S
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o he turned to ask his wife. After reading the note, she laughingly admitted, "This is indeed a real problem. What power i
s that preacher filled with?" Once a brother among us observed that whether someone had power or not could not be jud
ged by how hard he was able to pound the pulpit. We need to discern in a meeting if a person's power is psychical or spi
ritual.

We may judge this power from two directions: from the preacher himself and from the audience. If a preacher relies on h
is past experience-wherein people repented through a message he gave-by deciding to deliver a message a second tim
e with the expectation of getting the same result as at the first, he is undoubtedly working with his psychic power. Or if h
e tries to stir up people by relating many stories of repentance, he again will be using his psychic power.

On the other hand, if the attitude of a preacher is like that of Evan Roberts, God's vessel in the Welsh Revival of 1904-5,
then his soul power will be denied.For that servant of the Lord asked God to bend him, to bind his soul power, to bridle h
is self, and to block all which came out of him. He who ministers ought to know the difference between these two forces.
He should be able to discern what is done by his soul power and what is done by the power of God.

The work of the Holy Spirit is threefold: (1) to regenerate us, (2) to indwell us that we may produce the fruit of the Spirit,
and (3) to come upon us that we may have the power to witness. Now whenever the Bible touches on the power of the
Holy Spirit, it invariably points to work or witnessing. This refers to the Holy Spirit coming upon us, not to His working wit
hin us. It is clear that the power of the Holy Spirit is for work; the indwelling is for fruit. The power of the Holy Spirit is alw
ays spoken of in the original text of the Bible as descending or coming upon, while the fruit-bearing aspect of the Holy S
pirit is spoken of as abiding in.

Why is the enabling power of the Holy Spirit spoken of as being upon? Because the enabling which the Holy Spirit gives
you is outside of you. You cannot be sure of it. Therefore if in a meeting people ask you whether you are confident of tod
ay's meetingconfident that people will be saved-you have to confess that you have no assurance whatsoever. For this p

ower is exterior to you. The power of the Holy Spirit is beyond your control. But if this is soul force, you are assured of it.

You know your message can cause people to weep and to make them repent. What is called dynamic power is merely t

he power of the soul.

Once | felt powerless. Although other people told me | was satisfactory, | felt rather feeble. So | went to see an elderly ex
perienced sister, Margaret E. Barber. | said to her, "Your power is great, why do | not have power?" We knew each other
well, and she frequently helped me in spiritual matters. She looked at me seriously and asked, "What power do you want
what you may feel or what you cannot feel?" As soon as | heard, | understood. | therefore answered, "l want what | cann
ot feel." So she said, "You must remember that there is no need for people to feel the power which comes from the Holy
Spirit. Man's duty is to obey God. For the power of the Holy Spirit is not given for man to feel." (Note that sensing in the s
pirit is another matter.) My duty is to ask God to bind my soul force, that is, my own power. | am to obey God absolutely,
the rest | leave to Him to do.

If we work with soul force, we can feel it just as do the hypnotists, who know what results they will get by doing certain th
ings. They know from the first step to the last step. The peril of the pulpit lies in the fact that many preachers do not kno
w they are using their own psychic force. They think they have power; but they are only employing psychological power t
0 win people.

Some have suggested that preachers have become experts on the use of psychology in manipulating people. But | stron
gly repudiate such manipulation; for even though we know how to attract people with psychic means, we should purpose
ly avoid using any psychic force. Once | was working in Shantung. A professor there said to his colleague "that these pre
achers work with emotions." It so happened that when | preached to the believers that afternoon | told them how undepe
ndable and useless was emotion. The colleague professor who was told by the first professor that preachers use emotio
n was also present at the meeting. After he heard my word he said it was a pity that the professor who spoke to him was
absent.

Let us remember that all works done through emotion are questionable and transient. In the work done through the pow

er of the Holy Spirit man does not need to exert his own strength nor do anything by himself. If a work is done by soul str
ength one has to exert lots of energy and employ humerous methods such as weeping, shouting, jumping, incessant sin
ging of choruses, or the telling of a number of moving stories (I do not say that hymns and stories should not be used, o

nly everything must be done within appropriate bounds). For the employment of these methods serves no other purpose
than that of trying to stir up the audience.
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We all know that some individuals have a magnetic attraction about them. Though they may not be fairer or more eloque
nt than others, they nonetheless can draw people to themselves. Often have people told me, "You have great influence
over So-and-so, why do you not pull him over?" To which | answer, "That is useless." For this will merely be natural; it is
not spiritual at all. Many mistake Christianity to be a kind of psychic phenomenon as though it belongs to the domain of p
sychology. We really cannot blame them, because we believers make the mistake first. Unless the power of God draws
your parents or your children, your natural attraction-however great it may be-is of no avail. Even if you could draw them
with your dynamic force, what, if anything, is really gained?

Peace and Joy

What is the highest attainment in Christianity? That of complete union with God and total loss of self. In modern psychol
ogy there is also the so-called union of man with the invisible "mind" so as to cause him to lose his identity. This appears
to be akin to Christianity, though in reality these two are far apart. The popular Dr. Frank Buchman (Oxford Group move
ment) advocated this kind of psychology. One of his teachings concerned meditation. He reckoned that meditation was a
Il that was necessary for communication between man and God. He did not ask people to read the Bible at early morn; h
e only asked them to meditate and then to pray. The first thought which comesafter prayer, he proclaimed, is that though
t which is given you by God. And so you must live through the day according to that thought. Who would ever think that t
his is but another type of silent sitting or abstract meditation? What is the effect of such meditation? You will be told that i
t will make you most peaceful and joyous. If you quietly direct your thought on whatever thing it may be for an hour, you t
oo will get what is called peace and joy. Even if you meditate abstractly for one hour on no thought at all, you will still not
fail to obtain this so-called peace and joy.

The meditations of many people are simply a kind of psychic operation. Not so with the Christian faith. We need not med
itate on God, for we already have God's life. We can know Him in our intuition, regardless what our feeling may be. We h
ave within us an intuitive guidance to the knowledge of God. In addition we have the word of God. Whatever His word sa
ys, we believe. If we have faith, we can disregard feeling. Herein lie the differences between Christian faith and psycholo

ay.

Wonders

Let us look at wonders. | personally am not antagonistic to them. | have seen with my own eyes cases of instantaneous
divine healing. Some people profess they can heal diseases. We do not oppose healing, we only contend with erroneou
s ways of healing. Some ask me if | oppose speaking in tongues. Certainly not, though | do question tongues which are
obtained through faulty means. As to visions and dreams, | too have seen great light. We acknowledge that there are su
ch things in the Bible. But | do resist visions and dreams which are obtained through unlawful means.

The Bible speaks of the laying on of hands and the anointing with oil. Some,however, in laying hands on another's head,
rub forcibly the back of the person's brain or his neck and keep on asking how that person feels. Naturally when he is m

assaged, his neck will feel heated up. This is such a low trick that even the hypnotists reject using it. We know that at the
back of our brain is a big nerve which extends into the vertebrae. The one who massages may not realize that this is a ki
nd of hypnosis. The one who is being massaged may sense a current of warmth passing through his vertebrae and may
even be healed. Yet it is but the manifestation of the latent psychical power of man. In spite of his getting well, | cannot r
ecognize it as divine healing.

Spirit-Baptism

Let us talk about the baptism in the Holy Spirit. When | was in Shantung this time, | too told people to seek for it. Neverth
eless, | do not approve of the shutting in of many people into a small room for several days' fasting, praying, and chorus

singing. Should people do such a thing, it will not take too long for them to have their brain dazed, the will to be turned p
assive, and their lips to be made to utter strange and incoherent sounds or tongues. And in this way shall their latent po

wer be released.

In a meeting for seeking Spirit-baptism, people will keep shouting hallelujah for thousands of times.Eventually, their brai
n will grow dull, their mind becomes paralyzed, and they begin to see visions. How can you consider this as Spirit-baptis
m? It is but soul-baptism. What they receive is not the power of the Holy Spirit; it is instead soul force, the manifestation
of the latent power of the soul. It comes from human exercise, not from the enduement of God. This is not the proper wa
y for seeking the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Yet people are still coaching others in this way, a way they learn not at God's
instruction but by their own past experiences.
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Some may ask, after reading this, "According to what you say, is it true that there are no real miracles?" Of course there
are. We give thanks to God for all the miracles which come from Him. Nonetheless, we need to discern that if a miracle
does not come from God, it is performed by the latent psychical power of man. When | was in Shantung | heard of a wo
man, palsied for many years, being completely healed. If her healing was truly of God, | would thank Him for her.

Knowing Psychic Force

Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy, founder of the Church of Christ, Scientist, denied that there were death, sickness and pain; yet s
he died. However, the Church of Christ, Scientist outlives her and continues on prosperously. They still give assent to th
e notion that if a sick person believes he is not sick, he will feel no pain; if a dying person believes he will not die, he will
not die. As a consequence, many people are healed. Their propagators merely try to strengthen man's psychic force for
the relief of physical ailment. Through the release of man's latent power of the soul, bodily weakness is overcome.

Because of the development of the soul's latent force, wonders are increasing nowadays. Of these wonders, many are h
ighly supernatural and miraculous. Yet all these are only the manifestations of the latent power of the soul. Though | am
no prophet, | have read books on prophecy. | learn that hereafter soul's latent power will have greater manifestations. Fo
r in the last days the enemy will seize upon man's psychic force to fulfill his work. If he succeeds in seizing this power, h
e will be able to do great wonders.

There are two classes of people who hold to two extremes respectively. One class insists there is no wonder. When they
hear about wonders such as divine healing, they refuse to listen. Another class lays stress on wonders so much that the
y do not care from what source come these wonders-from God or from the enemy. Today we should be careful not to be
nd to either extreme. Each time we see or hear of a wonder performed we must ask, Is this God's doing or the enemy's?
Is it done by the Holy Spirit of God or by the law of human psychology?

Today we should use our abilities-such as that of the mind, the will and the emotion-to do things, but we ought not expre
ss the latent power that is in our soul. The mind, emotion and will are man's psychic organs which he cannot help but us
e. For if man does not use them the evil spirit will take over their usage. However, if man desires to use the latent power
behind these abilities, the evil spirit will begin to give him all kinds of counterfeit miracles. All works done by the soul and
its psychic law are counterfeits. Only what is done by the power of the Holy Spirit is real. The Holy Spirit has His own law
of operation. For it is stated in Romans 8.2, "the law of the Spirit of life". Thank God, the Holy Spirit is real, and the law of
the Holy Spirit is factual. Wonders performed according to the law of the Holy Spirit come from God.

It is extremely difficult for Moslems to believe in the Lord Jesus. There are therefore comparatively few who become Chri
stians. Now how do the Moslems pray? Three times every day they do so in their mosques. They say that if anything ne

eds to be done, pray in one accord with tens of thousands of people. "Consider the mass of Mahomedans at prayer in th
e great Jumna Mosque of Delhi," writes Mrs. PennLewis, "where an hundred thousand followers of Mahomet assemble i
nside the Mosque, with a still larger crowd engaged in prayer outside." For what were they praying? In unison they shout
ed that they wanted Turkey revived and freed from the domination of the white race. Their psychic force gained the victo
ry. "It is sufficient," continues Mrs. Penn-Lewis, "to point to the revision of the Treaty of Sevres, under which all that was |
ost to Turkey had to be restored. A greater triumph of one Eastern nation over all Western nations put together, cannot b
e imagined. The explanation given, and believed in by millions in India, is expressed in the word “soul-force'."* (*Mrs. Jes
sie Penn-l.ewis, Spirit and Soul. Poole, Dorset, England Overcomer Literature Trust, 19687, p.56. Also available in the U
nited States from Christian Literature Crusade, Fort Washington, Pa.)Unfortunately the prayers of many Christians are n

ot answered by God but are attained by the projection of the latent power of their soul. They accomplish their goals in m

uch the same way as the Moslems.

Look now at the powers displayed in Hinduism. Some Hindus can walk on fire without being scorched. And this is not a f
ake. They walk on fire, and not just a few steps, but across a long course with their feet treading on red-hot iron; yet they
are not hurt. Some of them can lie on beds with nails pointed up. (Naturally, those whom they consider beginners cannot
bear such things and will feel pain and hurt.

This too is a matter of the development of psychic power. How disastrous for believers to perform wonders with the sam
e power which the Hindus use.

Very often in meetings Christians can sense a sort of power pressing in on them, or even at times of prayer and Bible re
ading they may feel oppressed without any reason. All these come from Satan who uses psychic forces to depress us or
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to assault us. Experienced Christians all over the world are aware of the especially severe attacks of the enemy at the e
nd of this age. Since the whole atmosphere of the world seems to be heavily charged with psychic force, we need to hid
e ourselves under the Lord's precious blood and be protected by it.

While listening to a sermon in a huge cathedral, you can sense almost instantly if soul power is in operation-whether ther
e is something present which seems to be inciting you. Although the preacher may announce that some people have rep
ented and have been saved, you need to consider the consequences for those proclaimed to be saved. For there has be
en the mixing in of improper power into the work. If the power has come from God-which is that of God's Spirit-you woul

d have felt light and clear. But psychic force as used by the enemy is aroused by the presence of a big crowd. May we b
e able to discern the difference lest we too be deceived.

The time is now come. Satan is exciting all his energies and using all kinds of means to stir up the latent power of the so
ul in religionists, mental scientists, and even Christians. Such is the fact before us. We should ask the Lord to give us lig
ht that we may discern.

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/5/31 0:14

3-Spirit Force vs. Psychic Force

We will continue with this important topic of the latent power of the soul. We have seen what psychic force can do and h
ave heard how to distinguish between things of God and things not of God. At the end of this age there are many wonde
rs, miracles and supernatural feats. Are these performed by God Himself or by the operation of another kind of power?
We need to know how to divide the spiritual from the soulical. We will now relate still further how soul power works; that i
s, what its operational methods are. Such knowledge will further help us to know what is of God and what is not of God.

Prophecies in the Bible

But first, let us look into the Scriptures to discover what are the signs at the end of this age and before the imminent retu
rn of the Lord.

For there shall arise false Christs,and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; so as to lead astray, if po
ssible, even the elect. (Matt. 24.24)

And the beast which | saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth o
f a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his throne, and great authority. And | saw one of his heads as though it
had been smitten unto death; and his death-stroke was healed: and the whole earth wondered after the beast; and they

worshipped the dragon, because he gave his authority unto the beast ...and there was given to him authority to continue
forty and two months ...And he exerciseth all the authority of the first beast in his sight. And he maketh the earth and the
m that dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose death-stroke was healed. And he doeth great signs, that he should
even make fire to come down out of heaven upon the earth in the sight of man. (Rev. 13.2-5,12-13)

And then shall be revealed the lawless one, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of his mouth, and bring to no
ught by the manifestation of his coming; even he, whose coming is according to the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders, and with all deceit of unrighteousness for them that perish; because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved. (2 Thess. 2.8-10)

Before we explain these passages please notice that in 2 Thessalonians 2.9 there are said to be "lying wonders"-wonder
s are actually performed, but with the objective of deceiving the people. These phenomena are not imaginings but facts.
Only, their motive is deceptive.

All three passages we have just read point to one matter: these are things that will transpire in the great tribulation. Yet
without a doubt some of these occurrences seem to happen before the time of the great tribulation. This is in accordanc
e with a rather obvious rule in the Bible-that before the fulfillment of a prophecy there usually occurs beforehand somethi
ng similar which stands as a foretoken of its final realization. For this reason many prophetic scholars agree that things
which will come to pass during the great tribulation are now happening one after another, though not as intense as will b
e the case in the future days.

Now the Bible passages which we have quoted above have already shown us the characteristic of the great tribulation p

eriod. During that time there will be great signs and wonders. Before the coming of the Lord, what the Antichrist will be p
articularly interested in performing are signs and wonders. It is common knowledge that before a person arrives, his sha

Page 16/27



General Topics :: The Latent Power of the Soul by Watchman Nee

dow is first seen, and his voice is heard ahead of him. Likewise, before the arrival of the great tribulation, the shadow an
d sound of the signs and wonders of the great tribulation are already present. Since signs and wonders will become mos
t common during the great tribulation, these are bound to increase in our present day.

A Personal Remark

Before we proceed further, | would like to make a remark. | personally am not antagonistic to miracles. There are many r
ecorded in the Bible; and they are most precious and extremely important. | have stressed in the past how a believer ne
eds to grow in several respects. Let me reiterate them once again. First, after one is saved he should seek for proper kn
owledge of the Bible. Second, he should desire to make progress in the spiritual life, such as victory, holiness, perfect lo
ve, and so forth. This is very very important. Third, we should be fervent in winning souls. Fourth, we should trust in God
with such singleness of faith that we may see God working miracles.

There are many defects in the church today. Many believers are interested in nothing more than the expounding of the S
criptures. Their knowledge is excellent, yet they neither care for nor seek after growth in spiritual life. Or some may go a
step further and search for the higher life and the deeper things of God, but they neglect the other three aspects. Still oth
ers have zeal but have no knowledge. All such lopsided strivings are unhealthy. Is it not surprising that in the church tod
ay those who seek to either literally or spiritually expound the Bible, or to pursue after deeper and richer life, or to be zea
lous in soul winning are not lacking in number, but few there be who trust God with a living faith so as to obtain somethin
g from Him?

Every believer should strive to develop equally these four aspects of growth so that there be no unbalanced situation. Mi
racles, therefore, | am not against. On the contrary, | value them highly. | nonetheless call for discernment due to false m
iracles and lying wonders. Hence when | speak about these counterfeits | have not the slightest thought of opposing mir
acles per se.

Please remember that all the works of God are done by the Holy Spirit with the cooperation of our spirit. They are never
realized by man's soul. It is Satan who makes use of the power of man's soulthat psychic force which due to the fall is n
ow hidden in man's flesh. And it is therefore inevitable that in the last days he will raise up an Antichrist who will be given
his own power and authority, for he will have to rely upon the latent power of man's soul.

I will now give some examples to help us in understanding how certain phenomena are not the demonstrations of spiritu
al power but are the manifestations of soul's latent force. Since we have already dealt with the miraculous side of the so
ul's power, we will here focus on its non-miraculous side.

Example | - Personal Evangelism

Just as our psychological conditions vary from one person to another so our soul powers differ too. Some people have st
ronger minds; they can sometimes read others' thoughts. One may think that in order to find appropriate words with whic
h to talk to another person he must know the thought of that person. This is the natural way of knowing, which should be
rejected.

Forgive me for illustrating this point out of my own personal experience. In my contact with people | can easily ascertain

their thoughts after only a short exchange of words. | just know without any special reason. When | first began to serve t
he Lord | thought such natural perception of the other's mind was most helpful in the work. But upon understanding bette
r, | dared not use my natural ability further. Each time such a situation arises now, | immediately resist with prayer.

In talking with people, it is not necessary for you to know what they are thinking about in their minds. Furthermore, it is v
ain; for whatever is of the soul and done by its power will end in vanity. If a work is done by psychic force it will not build

up another person's life even though he may profess to be helped, because there is no real profit deposited in the depth
of his being. So when an individual comes to you, the most important thing for you to do is to ask God to show you how t
o help him. You should tell the Lord that, as you do not know what that man is thinking about nor are certain of his psych
ic and spiritual condition, you come to Him in utter dependence for Him to give you appropriate words.

What you need is to lay down yourself completely in order to receive help from God.

Example 2 - Revival Meeting
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It is rather amazing how many brothers who preach a lot mention the matter of meetings to me. They assert that if they g
o to a church hall and find the lights dim, attendance low, and empty chairs abundant, they seem to lose their power upo
n standing up to preach. But should the lights be burning bright and, the audience full and enthusiastic, they appear to gr
ow in power. But what kind of power is this?

May | frankly say that this is none other than the power of your own soul force. The power which comes from the Holy S
pirit is never affected by outside environment. Anyone who wishes to know what preaching in soul power is need only att
end a big meeting packed with people and provided with the finest equipment, and just listen to the people singing and
watch the movement of the audience. You will be able to sense that there is special power in a crowded place. What po
wer is this? Do you feel a force which presses on you? It cannot be the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the power of the so
ul.

Why is it considered soul power? Just observe what these people are doing. In singing, they sing in unison towards one
direction, resulting in the concentration of all the soul powers generated by the multitude. How great is this power! You
may come with the thought of helping them, but in such an atmosphere you will instead be influenced by them. How dan
gerous this is. A great many of the Lord's servants tell me the same story as to how the numbers in attendance or the at
mosphere of the gathering and so forth will either help or hinder their work. | always answer that they are controlled by ci
rcumstance because they preach in their own strength.

Example 3 - Singing

Many times singing is of great assistance in God's work. Sometimes, though, it cannot help but be a soulical activity. A g
reat number of people enjoy visiting certain church groups because the music there is superb. Some groups spend over
a million dollars merely to install a pipe organ. We have heard people say that when they go to such places, the moment
they hear the sound of the organ and the voice of singing their spirits are immediately released to God's presence. Indee
d, such a thing does happen. But are they really being brought to the presence of God? Can people's spirits be released
and drawn closer. to God by a little attraction such as this? Is this God's way?

| am afraid many arrangements in these places are carnal. They try to stir up a man's emotion and incite his religious ins
tinct through the sounds of organ and song. Such power is not of God, but of hymns and music. We too sing hymns, but
we will not put our confidence in hymns. Only what is done by the Holy Spirit is profitable; nothing else can reach into ou
r spirit.

Have you ever been to a remote country place? Thank God, He gave me the opportunity to visit such a place. Once | we
nt to a village by the sea. The inhabitants there were all fishermen. There were believers scattered throughout the vicinit
y of this village. They had meetings with sometimes twenty, thirty, or even fifty or sixty persons present. Whenever they
all assemble together and sing, what an irregular tune pierces your ears! Some sing fast and some sing slow, resulting i
n a lapse of several minutes because the fast ones have already finished the last line but must wait for a spell until the sl
ower ones catch up. Can you possibly meet under this kind of circumstance? You will probably be dying with impatience
, and your power will be all but dissipated. One brother told me that after listening to their singing he could no longer pre
ach. | answered him by saying that there was a reason for it: Did the- power come from him or from God?

You and | usually look to the environment and are influenced by it. But if it is of the Holy Spirit, we will be controlling the
environment. This is a deep principle to which each of us should hold fast. Let us not use our own psychic force lest we
be controlled by environment.

Sometimes in an oppressive atmosphere singing may be used by God to release people. Prayer at times may too be a h
elp. But if we make singing or prayer the center, we face the peril of releasing soul power. Many people live carelessly fo
r six days, and then attend a church meeting on Sunday. They hear the singing of many hymns and feel warm and joyful
. But let us inquire from whence this kind of warmth and joy comes? | can prove that something is defective here. Should
a person live casually for six days and then come to God one day, he should instead feel guilty and reprove himself. Ho
w then is it that the singing makes him feel warm and joyful? This cannot be spiritual power. | do not wish to be a narrow
critic, but it must be pointed out that too much singing does excite soul power.

Example 4 - Bible Expounding

There is the danger of expressing the latent power of the soul even in studying the Bible. For instance, someone is puzzl
ed over a certain passage of Scripture. He does not understand what it means. So he constantly thinks about it, whether
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walking on the road or sleeping in his bed or sitting in his study or riding on the train. Suddenly a flash of light shines on
him; he now seems to be able to expound that passage to himself logically. If he has a good memory he will no doubt st
ore it in his mind; if his memory is not so keen he will write it down in a notebook. Is not such a sudden interpretation wo
nderful? Yet the question must be asked, Is this dependable? Because it can sometimes come from soul power. By looki
ng at its result, the interpretation can be fairly judged. For such novel, special, seemingly profound exposition may not b
ear spiritual fruit. Not only he himself may not derive life from it, he may also have no way to impatrt life to others while gi
ving out his interpretation. All he can do is to help the mind of people a little.

Example 5-Joy

A great number of people desire to have joy in their feeling. The so-called holy laugh is an extreme case in point. It is tau
ght that if a person is filled with the Holy Spirit he invariably will have this holy laugh. He who claims to have this kind of |
aughing cannot control himself. Without any reason he will laugh and laugh and laugh as if infected by a certain disease,
and will appear to be partially insane.

Once in a certain meeting, after the sermon was concluded, it was announced that everybody should seek for this holy |

augh. All began to beat tables or chairs, jumping and leaping all around, until not long afterwards this so-called holy laug
hing came. People would merely look at one another and break out laughing. The more they thought about it the funnier

it became. And so they could not contain themselves and kept on laughing. What is this? Can this possibly be the fullnes
s of the Holy Spirit? Can this be His work? No, this is plainly one of the works of the soul. | mention this extreme case in

order to illustrate through an "extreme" how we may fly off on a tangent by just two or three degrees of incorrectness. W

hen Mr. Barlow (a beloved fellowChristian) was here meeting with us, one particular help | received from him was this ob
servation of his: that in order to see if a thing is right or wrong, one only need magnify it to a hundred degrees, that is, ha
ve whatever it is drawn to the extreme. The guiding principle is that if it is wrong at the hundredth degree a person know

s it is also wrong at the first or second degree. It is very difficult to judge by the first or second degree alone; in case ther
e is any error such error is bound to be too minute to be discerned. But by lengthening or enlarging the situation or circu

mstance, everything will become most distinct.

A Chinese proverb runs like this: Missing by a hundredth or a thousandth of an inch will end up in a distance of a thousa
nd miles. You may start with only a mistake of one hundredth or one thousandth of an inch and find yourself afterwards
with a discrepancy of one thousand miles. Or conversely stated, by looking at the discrepancy of a thousand miles you ¢
an see the mistake at one hundredth or one thousandth of an inch.

Suppose there arc two lines which are not exactly parallel but are off at a slight angle of one or two degrees hardly notic
eable to the naked eye. If you lengthen these lines an inch longer the distance between them becomes obviously greate
r. Who knows how many hundreds of miles apart from each other these will be if these lines were to be extended to the
ends of the earth? The distance at tens of thousands of miles away from their origin proves the existence of error formed
at the starting point.

Now let us apply this rule to the so-called holy laugh. How do people get this laugh? What procedure do they follow, or w
hat condition must they fulfill? It is nothing but simply the asking to laugh. There is but one thought, which is, to laugh. Ar
e they seeking to be filled with the Holy Spirit? Their lips may indeed utter such words as "O God, fill me with Your Spirit.
" Nevertheless, that is merely a procedure; the aim of asking to be filled with the Spirit is something else than to be so fill
ed. Though they may say so with their mouths, their heart desire is elsewhere. What is their aim? They want to laugh, to
be joyful. They do not pray, "O God, | ask You to fill me with Your Spirit. | do not care for external sensation. If You fill m

e with Your Spirit, | am satisfied with or without feeling." Whoever wishes to be filled with God's Spirit ought to assume s

uch an attitude.

Let me relate a true story. A student had repented and believed in the Lord. He had a fellowstudent who professed to be
filled with this holy laugh and seemed to be excessively joyful. This fellowstudent urged him to seek to be filled with the
Holy Spirit, saying how joyful he himself was from dawn to dusk without any sadness, and stating how helpful this experi
ence would be to spiritual growth. Considering that his fellow-student was a believer and already a possessor of this exp
erience, the recently saved student thought he too should have it. Accordingly, he began to pray earnestly to God. He co
ntinued in prayer, asking God to give it to him; to such an extent that he lost his appetite and neglected his study.

Later on he went to see his teacher and asked that he pray for him. The student himself pleaded fervently with God, and

vowed that he would not get up from prayer that evening if God did not give it to him. He kept on praying till suddenly he
leaped up and shouted how joyful he was. He laughed and laughed. The more he laughed the funnier he felt. He laughe
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d and danced and shouted. His teacher thought he must be out of his mind. Acting as though he were a physician, the te
acher took hold of him and said, "Brother, be quiet, do not act disorderly." But the more he was admonished, the fiercer
he reacted. His teacher dared not say anything more, being fearful lest he offend the Holy Spirit if this were truly of God.
Finally the student went home and was better the next day. Now this was nothing but a great release of soul power, for h
e had fulfilled the condition for its release.

Example 6 - Visions and Dreams

Nowadays many people in the churches are seeking after visions and dreams. If any should ask me if | believe in them, |
would reply that | do not oppose visions and dreams; | myself have had some experience of them. Sometimes they can
be helpful. Yet | want to call your attention to their source. Where do they come from-are they of God or not of God?

How frequently in a meeting someone commences to tell of seeing a vision and this touches off an avalanche of visions
until almost all in the congregation have testified to having seen visions and dreamed dreams. Hearing about visions, pe
ople begin to pray themselves, asking God to give them the same experience. They will fast and pray for several nights i
f a vision is not granted. Gradually their bodies will be weakened, their minds become blank, and their wills lose all powe
r of resistance. They then receive what are called visions or dreams. No doubt they receive something, but how do they
receive these visions and dreams? Are these from God? Such indulgence as letting the mind become blank and the will
passive is definitely against the teaching of the Bible. They simply hypnotise themselves.

Some people are prone to dream, and they seem to be able to interpret their dreams, though often in a ludicrous way. -I
had a doctor friend who seemed to be able to dream easily. Each time | saw him | would be told of new dreams and their
interpretations. He dreamed almost every night and frequently had three or four of them in one night. Why was this so?
Was it because God desired so much to give him dreams? | know why. He was usually a daydreamer, therefore he drea
med at night too. It was quite amazing to find so clever a doctor with such confused thoughts. His mind was continually d
rawing pictures from morning till night. He had no way to control his thought. What he dreamed at night was what he had
thought about during the day. Because of this | besought him most directly that unless he resisted these many dreams h
e would ultimately be deceived and his spiritual life could not grow. Thank God, he grew better later on. From this we kn
ow that many of the dreams are not of God but are the effects of a scattered mind.

Examine the Source

Some seek for visions, some profess they have seen light or flame, and some announce they have had dreams. Followi
ng their testimonies, many others begin to claim they have had similar experiences. | do not oppose these things, but I d
0 probe as to their origin. Do they come from the soul or from the spirit? Let us keep in mind that whatever is done in the
spirit, the soul can duplicate; but whatever is copied by the soul serves no other purpose than to counterfeit the spirit. If
we do not examine the source of these phenomena, we will easily be deceived. The most important point here is notto d
eny these things but instead to examine them to see if they emerge from the soul or from the spirit.

Differences in Effects

What is the difference in effects between the operation of the spirit and that of the soul? This will afford us a major clue i

n differentiating between what is of the spirit and what is of the soul. "The first man Adam became a living soul. The last

Adam became a life-giving spirit" (I Cor. 15.45). Paul says here that the first Adam became a living soul. The soul is aliv

e. It has its life, therefore it enables man to do all sorts of things. This refers to the position which Adam had. Then the a

postle continues with: "the last Adam became a life-giving spirit." This word is worthy of close attention; it is most preciou
s and significant. The difference in effects between the operations of the spirit and the soul is clearly given right here. Th
e soul is itself alive and has life in itself. The spirit, however, is able to give life to others and cause them to live. The soul
is itself living, yet it cannot make others live. But the spirit is not only living in itself, it can also make others live. Only the

spirit is capable of quickening people into life. The soul, no matter how strong it is, cannot impart life to others. "It is the s
pirit," says the Lord, "that giveth life; the flesh profiteth nothing” (John 6.63).

We must distinguish these two operations very clearly, for this is of the utmost importance. None can work satisfactorily i
f he is confused on this point. Let me repeat: the soul is itself truly alive, but it cannot make others to live. The spirit, on t
he other hand, is not only itself living but in addition gives life to others. This is why | state with such emphasis that we m
ust lay down our soul power. All that is of the soul is of no avail. We are not quarreling over terminologies, for this is too
great a principle. Although the soul is alive, it has no way to make others live. Hence in helping people, we should aim at
the depth of their beings instead of merely aiding their minds. We must not work according to psychic force, since it can
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neither save nor profit anyone. How very careful we need to be. How we must deny whatever comes out of the soul. For
it not only cannot help people, it also hinders God's work. It offends God as well as deprives Him of His glory.

The Danger of Working in Soul Power

Let me use some common illustrations to show the difference between the workings of the spirit and of the soul. And ag
ain, | will not mention those miraculous cases because | have already touched upon them. We may say that it is quite cu
stomary in the church today to work by psychic means. How often psychological methods are used in ministry meetings
to attract people! How psychic ways are engaged in in believers' meetings to stimulate the audience. By observing the m
ethods used, one can judge what kind of work is being done. Let me say frankly that many sermons can only help peopl
e's souls, but not their spirits. Such messages are merely spoken out of the soul, hence they can only reach man's soul
and afford him a little more mental knowledge. We ought not labor this way, because such work never penetrates into m
an's spirit.

How are many revival meetings conducted? (I am not against the reviving of believers, this | must make abundantly clea
r. | am only asking if the way of conducting such meetings today is of the spirit.) Is it not true that in many revival gatheri
ngs a kind of atmosphere is first created to make people feel warm and excited? A chorus is repeated again and again t
o warm up the audience. A few stirring stories are told to precipitate the giving of testimonies. These are methods and ta
ctics, but not the power of the Holy Spirit. When an atmosphere is almost fully heated up, the preacher will then stand up
and preach. As he is preaching he is already aware of the kind of result he will achieve that day. He has various strategi
es ready. By clever maneuvering he can anticipate that a certain class of people will shiver and another class of people
will cry-that there will be confession and the making of resolutions.

Such type of revival needs to be renewed every one or two years because the effect of the medicine given previously wil
| wear off and the old condition return. Sometimes the effect of an earlier revival will even fade away after only a few wee
ks or a few months. Great zeal and willingness are indeed exhibited at the start of a revival, but after a while everything i
s over and done with. This is due to no other reason than a lack of life.

If the stories of many believers were ever recorded, they would comprise a history of revivals: revivals after falls, and fall
s after revivals. The stimulant used at the first revival has to be increased in dosage for the second one. In order to be ef
fective, the method employed in the second instance must be more emotional and more stirring. | would therefore sugge
st that this kind of method could best be described as an injection of "spiritual morphine." It needs to be injected time an
d again. It is evident that the soul can only live by itself, it has not the power to make others live. Working through soul p
owereven if people weep, make resolutions, and become zealous-is, practically speaking, worth nothing.

The Spirit Gives Life

What is regeneration? It is receiving the resurrection life of the Lord. Why does the Bible say we are regenerated throug

h the resurrection of the Lord instead of the birth of the Lord? Because the new life received is more than the life of Bethl
ehem. That life which is born in Bethlehem was yet to die, but the resurrection life never dies. "l am . . . the Living one; a
nd | was dead, and behold, | am alive for evermore" (Rev. 1.17,18. The resurrection life never dies but lives forever. The
life that is born is in the flesh, it can therefore die. What we receive at regeneration is life which lives forever and never di
es.

What is resurrection? Let us suppose that here lies a corpse. It is absolutely impossible to raise up the dead by human
means. No matter how much energy is exerted and heat used, the dead will not come to life. The only way to make it liv
e is to put God's life into it. This life which quickens the dead is resurrection life. And this is resurrection.

What environment is worse than death? What is colder than death? A corpse will deteriorate and decay more and more.
But when resurrection life is infused, death is swallowed up by life. Consequently, a regenerated person is able to resist
whatever belongs to death and is able to cast off all dead things.

The following is an illustration which has sometimes been used to explain resurrection. There was once a man who did n
ot believe in resurrection. He was a very important person among a circle of atheists. After he died, the epitaph on his to
mbstone read: "Unbreakable tomb". The tomb had been built with marble. Most surprisingly, that huge marble sarcopha

gus was one day split open. It so happened that an acorn had fallen into the crevice of the stones during construction. It

gradually grew into a big oak tree, and eventually burst the tomb wide open. A tree has life, hence it can burst open a pl

ace of death. Life alone can conquer death. This is regeneration, this is resurrection.
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The spirit quickens; it alone can impart life. This is what we need to notice. But unfortunately there are too many substitu
tes for the spirit in our day.

Must Deal with the Soul

God only works with His own strength; consequently we must ask Him to bind our soul life. Each time we work for God,
we need to first deal with ourselves, setting ourselves aside. We should lay down our talents and our strong points. We s
hould ask God to bind these things. We should say to Him: "O God, | want You to work, | do not want to depend on my t
alent and my power. | ask You Yourself to do the work, for by myself | can do nothing."

Today many workers consider God's power to be insufficient so they add in their own. Work on such a basis is not only u
nprofitable but also harmful. Do remember that the work of the Holy Spirit never tolerates the meddling of man's hand. |
often say that in God's work man should be like a paper figure which is lifeless and capable of doing nothing. He needs
an influx of life to enable him to work. Let us deny ourselves to the degree that we become like paper figures, having no
power at all in ourselves. All power must come from above; all methods used must also come from above. We know the
Spirit alone quickens. God works by the Spirit. If we desire God to work, we must ask Him to bind our soul life; otherwise
He is not free to work.

"Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it b

eareth much fruit. He that loveth his life loseth it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal” (Jo
hn 12.24,25). The word "life" here in the Greek points to the "soul". It means that whosoever desires to preserve his soul
life shall lose his soul life; but whosoever loses his soul life shall keep his soul life to life eternal. This is a singular comm

and of the Lord. He speaks in such terms so as to explain the meaning of the preceding words, "Except a grain of wheat
fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit." First die, then something happens. |
f a believer does not set aside his own soul life, the spirit will never be able to work and so profit other people. In order to
perform deeper work for the Lord we must deal practically with the soul. The soul life needs to be lost. A grain of wheat i

s good and its golden color looks very nice. But if it is laid on a table, it remains one grain even until a hundred years late
r. It will never add one more grain. All our soul powers are like that grain of wheat which has not fallen into the earth. It ¢

an never produce fruit.

May we look at this problem with all seriousness. Does that resurrection life, which is holy and without blemish and whic
h you now possess, bear much fruit? Some ask why they are unable to help or to save people? Some inquire why they |
ack power in work? Many confess they do not have power. But | will answer that they have no power to work because th
eir own power is too great. Since they already possess great strength in themselves, where is the opportunity for God to
work? By using their own wisdom, method, strength, or natural ability, believers block the manifestation of God's power.

Many miraculous phenomena are performed by soul force instead of by God. How can they expect good and lasting res
ults if they substitute for the power of God their own natural abilities? Many revival meetings may appear very successful
at the moment, but they drop to zero in effectiveness afterwards. No doubt some revivals do help people. But what | am

referring to here are those works done through human methods. May | most solemnly declare that whoever aims at bett

er and deeper work ought not speak of power. Our responsibility is to fall into the earth and die. If we die, then bearing fr
uit is most natural.

What does the Lord say about the one who loses his life, that is, the one who hates his life in this world? He will keep it u
nto life eternal. It is as though | have eloquence, yet | am unwilling to use it. My heart is not set on eloquence-I will not us
e it as my working instrument-I lose my eloquence- | refuse to depend on it. And what is the result? | gain life; that is, | a
m able to help others in life. It is the same with respect to my having managerial ability or any other ability but denying th
e use of it. | wait before God instead. Thus will | do people real good. Let us therefore learn not to use our own power so
that we may bear much fruit.

Power ought to be obtained on resurrection ground. Resurrection is living beyond death. What we need is not greater po
wer but deeper death. We must resist all natural powers. Whoever has not lost his soul life knows nothing of power. But
the one who has passed through death is in possession of life. Whoever loses his own soul life just as a grain of wheat f
alls into the earth and dies shall grow in the life of God and shall bear much fruit.

| believe many people are so rich and strong that they give no ground for God to work. | frequently recall the words, "hel
pless and hopeless." | must tell God, "All that | have is Yours, | myself have nothing. Apart from You | am truly helpless a
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nd hopeless." We need to have such a dependent attitude towards God that it is as if we cannot inhale or exhale without
Him. In this way we shall see that our power as well as our holiness all come from Him. Whatever we have is from Him.
Oh how God delights in seeing us coming hopeless and helpless to Him.

A brother once asked me, "What is the condition for the working of the Holy Spirit?" To which I replied that the Holy Spirit
never engages the help of soul power. The Holy Spirit must first bring us to a place where we can do nothing by ourselv

es. Let us learn to deny all which comes from our natural selves. Whether miraculous or common, we must deny whatev
er does not come from God. God will then display His power to accomplish that which He has intended to do.

The Lord's Example

"Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but wha
t he seeth the Father doing: for what things soever he doeth, these the Son also doeth in like manner” (John 5.19. The S
on can do nothing of Himself. In other words, of all the things which the Lord has done, not a single one of them is done

by Himself. This is our Lord's continual attitude. He does nothing by His own power or according to His own idea. Whate
ver would come from Him is what He denies to do. Yet is there anything wrong with His soul? Is not His soul power quite
usable? Since He has not the slightest trace of sin, it would not be sinful for Him to use His soul power. Nonetheless, He
affirms that the Son can do nothing of Himself. If such a holy and perfect Lord as He refuses to use His own power, how
about us?

The Lord is so perfect, yet His whole life is one which depends helplessly and hopelessly on God. He comes to the worl
d to do the Father's will in all things. We who are but a speck of dust are really nothing. We must set aside psychic force
and deny whatever comes from the soul before we can work with spiritual force and bear much fruit. May God bless us.

Re: , on: 2013/1/19 18:41
This article by Nee is full of spiritual wisdom, understanding, insight and so relevant for today! | agree Greg, a must read!

"Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it b
eareth much fruit. He that loveth his life loseth it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal” (Jo
hn 12.24,25). The word "life" here in the Greek points to the "soul". It means that whosoever desires to preserve his soul
life shall lose his soul life; but whosoever loses his soul life shall keep his soul life to life eternal. This is a singular comm
and of the Lord. He speaks in such terms so as to explain the meaning of the preceding words, "Except a grain of wheat
fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone; First die, then something happens. If a believer does not set aside his
own soul life, the spirit will never be able to work and so profit other people. In order to perform deeper work for the Lord
we must deal practically with the soul. The soul life needs to be lost. A grain of wheat is good and its golden color looks
very nice. But if it is laid on a table, it remains one grain even until a hundred years later. It will never add one more grain
. All our soul powers are like that grain of wheat which has not fallen into the earth. It can never produce fruit.

but if it die, it beareth much fruit."

KM

Re: watchman nee soul power - posted by NickRobinson (), on: 2013/1/20 7:04

| have to completely disagree with this. | do have all of watchman nees books but | dissagree with this. Firstly, the bible t
ells us or describes us as earthen vessels. To be filled with what? Well, there are only two options. One option is the Hol
y Spirit, as the bible puts it, "earthen vessels filled with this treasure”. Or we are filled with evil to the existent we yield to i
t.

Watchman nee talks about the power of Adams soul, to be able to maintain such a vast area as was Eden, takes more t
han just elbow grease and the sweat of a man, it took supernatural capabilities. | agree, it did. The problem | have is that
Nee puts this down to some power from Adams soul, empowering him to maintain this super human feat.

To quote Major lan Thomas, he says, "that when Christ was on the earth, there had only ever been two REAL men. One
was Jesus and the other was Adam before he sinned".

Like Jesus, Adam had the Holy Spirit within his soul, empowering him, not a kind of power aside from God but God's ow
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n eternal life. When Adam sinned, he lost this and mankind fell. Jesus came to restore this relationship and He did, perfe
ctly. What good is a computer without electricity? Useless of course. What good is a bike without a rider? Useless, functi
onally. What good is a tourch without batteries? No good at all for all the light you'd get from it. Man without God is moral
ly, spiritually and emotionally bankrupt.

The false prophets of the last days and false Christ's will perform miraculous signs and wounders by satanic, spiritual po
wer, which is not really a power just knowledge that Satan has of the bending of the laws of this world. Just like you goin
g back in time and making a paper airplane or starting a fire when there was no way of doing it, its not power, just knowl
edge also, Satan will use technology through men and women to deceive, like news and propaganda or smoke and mirr
ors type of things.

On the otherhand, God gives us power, power to really heal, power to change by resting in His Holy Spirits power, allowi
ng Him to get the job done. We have nothing. We don't even have free will. We have a will but its not free. Take a look at
Paul in Romans 7:14. He is talking about when he was under the law, not as a Christian. He talks about loving the law a
nd he willed to fulfill the law but even though this was so, he ended up doing the opposite and breaking the law to great
shame and disappointment. He states that if he wants to fulfill the law then it is something else overriding his will. Paul ¢
alls this the law of sin and death. A santanic issue, placed, embedded in all flesh since the fall, an emotional and intellect
ual bent on living independently from God, SIN.

Paul asks who can rescue him from this body of death? And in chapter 8 we are brought up to the time of his writtings, ¢
hronologicaly when he says, "thanks be to Jesus" and goes on to describe how the law of the Spirit and life override the
law of sin and death, setting him free from his anguish.

If you have a disagreement, in your own soulish power, (which there is none), go and never sin again, or live every mom
ent of your life as God wants you to! You'll find that without believing and trusting in Jesus and resting in the power of th

e Holy Spirit, you'll achieve nothing. Because you have nothing apart from God. It's this trust that gives us the mind of C
hrist by allowing God rule every part of us, by taking our hands off and letting Him do it. That's what faith means, to let s

omeone do something on your behalf. When we do thus, we will produce the life of Christ, live the life He lived and act a
nd think the way He did because as Jesus only did what God told Him, so will we in that situation so the life the Holy Spi

rit produced in Christ, He will produce through us. Now that's an amazing thing. So when Jesus was here on earth, in Hi

s flesh body, He had no more of an advantage then than what you and me has now, both filled with Gods very own Spirit
. We don't have an excuse to sin.

God bless.

Nick.

Re: watchman nee soul power - posted by NickRobinson (), on: 2013/1/20 7:21

| have to completely disagree with this. | do have all of watchman nees books but | dissagree with this. Firstly, the bible t
ells us or describes us as earthen vessels. To be filled with what? Well, there are only two options. One option is the Hol
y Spirit, as the bible puts it, "earthen vessels filled with this treasure". Or we are filled with evil to the existent we yield to i
t.

Watchman nee talks about the power of Adams soul, to be able to maintain such a vast area as was Eden, takes more t
han just elbow grease and the sweat of a man, it took supernatural capabilities. | agree, it did. The problem | have is that
Nee puts this down to some power from Adams soul, empowering him to maintain this super human feat.

To quote Major lan Thomas, he says, "that when Christ was on the earth, there had only ever been two REAL men. One
was Jesus and the other was Adam before he sinned".

Like Jesus, Adam had the Holy Spirit within his soul, empowering him, not a kind of power aside from God but God's ow
n eternal life. When Adam sinned, he lost this and mankind fell. Jesus came to restore this relationship and He did, perfe
ctly. What good is a computer without electricity? Useless of course. What good is a bike without a rider? Useless, functi
onally. What good is a tourch without batteries? No good at all for all the light you'd get from it. Man without God is moral
ly, spiritually and emotionally bankrupt.

The false prophets of the last days and false Christ's will perform miraculous signs and wounders by satanic, spiritual po

wer, which is not really a power just knowledge that Satan has of the bending of the laws of this world. Just like you goin
g back in time and making a paper airplane or starting a fire when there was no way of doing it, its not power, just knowl
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edge also, Satan will use technology through men and women to deceive, like news and propaganda or smoke and mirr
ors type of things.

On the otherhand, God gives us power, power to really heal, power to change by resting in His Holy Spirits power, allowi
ng Him to get the job done. We have nothing. We don't even have free will. We have a will but its not free. Take a look at
Paul in Romans 7:14. He is talking about when he was under the law, not as a Christian. He talks about loving the law a
nd he willed to fulfill the law but even though this was so, he ended up doing the opposite and breaking the law to great
shame and disappointment. He states that if he wants to fulfill the law then it is something else overriding his will. Paul ¢
alls this the law of sin and death. A santanic issue, placed, embedded in all flesh since the fall, an emotional and intellect
ual bent on living independently from God, SIN.

Paul asks who can rescue him from this body of death? And in chapter 8 we are brought up to the time of his writtings, ¢
hronologicaly when he says, "thanks be to Jesus" and goes on to describe how the law of the Spirit and life override the
law of sin and death, setting him free from his anguish.

If you have a disagreement, in your own soulish power, (which there is none), go and never sin again, or live every mom
ent of your life as God wants you to! You'll find that without believing and trusting in Jesus and resting in the power of th

e Holy Spirit, you'll achieve nothing. Because you have nothing apart from God. It's this trust that gives us the mind of C
hrist by allowing God rule every part of us, by taking our hands off and letting Him do it. That's what faith means, to let s

omeone do something on your behalf. When we do thus, we will produce the life of Christ, live the life He lived and act a
nd think the way He did because as Jesus only did what God told Him, so will we in that situation so the life the Holy Spi
rit produced in Christ, He will produce through us. Now that's an amazing thing. So when Jesus was here on earth, in Hi

s flesh body, He had no more of an advantage then than what you and me has now, both filled with Gods very own Spirit
. We don't have an excuse to sin.

God bless.

Nick.

Re: - posted by NickRobinson (), on: 2013/1/20 8:11

Sort about the double posting, the site said the first one failed so | done it again. Just to add to my posting. If you use the
computer analogy again, Satan to man is like a hacker is to a computer. The hacker downloads a virus, (as was the wor
ds to eve, and as he tried and failed the same words on Jesus, the yeast of the Pharisees,(the pride of life as John calls
it, also molech worship), the yeast of the saducees (the lust of the eyes as John calls it, no afterlife in their mindset, get
all now also Baal worship), and the yeast of Herod, ( the lust of the flesh as john puts this, or the worship of ashtoroth ) t
hese are the same three things that the devil will use, like that picture of a three pronged pitch folk you see him with. So
the hacker downloads the virus, takes control of the computer from the company it belonged to. The computer will still fu
nction normally, doing programming and spread sheets etc but it has a new hidden master so that when that evil hacker
wants to commit crime that computer is his to do it with. So this is the case of man without God. You Mau think you are
mortally good without God but when Satan wants to use you he will. So you need a security expert from the company to
wipe out the virus and reinstate the computer to the company. Hence Christ. Just looked at my text, please forgive the s
pelling errors, predictive text on my phone.

Nick.

Re: The Latent Power of the Soul by Watchman Nee, on: 2013/1/20 8:15
Wrongly posted so removed. Is now in the correct thread.

Re: - posted by NickRobinson (), on: 2013/1/20 10:02

Sort about the double posting, the site said the first one failed so | done it again. Just to add to my posting. If you use the
computer analogy again, Satan to man is like a hacker is to a computer. The hacker downloads a virus, (as was the wor
ds to eve, and as he tried and failed the same words on Jesus, the yeast of the Pharisees,(the pride of life as John calls
it, also molech worship), the yeast of the saducees (the lust of the eyes as John calls it, no afterlife in their mindset, get
all now also Baal worship), and the yeast of Herod, ( the lust of the flesh as john puts this, or the worship of ashtoroth ) t
hese are the same three things that the devil will use, like that picture of a three pronged pitch folk you see him with. So
the hacker downloads the virus, takes control of the computer from the company it belonged to. The computer will still fu
nction normally, doing programming and spread sheets etc but it has a new hidden master so that when that evil hacker
wants to commit crime that computer is his to do it with. So this is the case of man without God. You Mau think you are
mortally good without God but when Satan wants to use you he will. So you need a security expert from the company to
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wipe out the virus and reinstate the computer to the company. Hence Christ. Just looked at my text, please forgive the s
pelling errors, predictive text on my phone.
Nick.

Re: - posted by NickRobinson (), on: 2013/1/20 10:51

Well said, | have read the full book on the power of the soul and | have read many other and very inspiring books by Wat
chman but in this case, nee really does state that we have a supernatural power laying dormant in our soul and in some

humans, its been awakened. It believe that this is correct. Jesus said, "you can do nothing apart from me". Jesus does n
ot say things He does not mean. But | agree, some Christians think that they can be God apart from God whereas, we k

now that God is God and Christ is Christ (as being also God), , and man is man. With God in the man, man becomes ar
eal man, fulfilling his purposes for God and through God, with God. It can't be any other way.

Blessings,

Nick.

Re: - posted by NickRobinson (), on: 2013/1/20 11:50

Sort about the double posting, the site said the first one failed so | done it again. Just to add to my posting. If you use the
computer analogy again, Satan to man is like a hacker is to a computer. The hacker downloads a virus, (as was the wor
ds to eve, and as he tried and failed the same words on Jesus, the yeast of the Pharisees,(the pride of life as John calls
it, also molech worship), the yeast of the saducees (the lust of the eyes as John calls it, no afterlife in their mindset, get
all now also Baal worship), and the yeast of Herod, ( the lust of the flesh as john puts this, or the worship of ashtoroth ) t
hese are the same three things that the devil will use, like that picture of a three pronged pitch folk you see him with. So
the hacker downloads the virus, takes control of the computer from the company it belonged to. The computer will still fu
nction normally, doing programming and spread sheets etc but it has a new hidden master so that when that evil hacker
wants to commit crime that computer is his to do it with. So this is the case of man without God. You Mau think you are
mortally good without God but when Satan wants to use you he will. So you need a security expert from the company to
wipe out the virus and reinstate the computer to the company. Hence Christ. Just looked at my text, please forgive the s
pelling errors, predictive text on my phone.

Nick.

Re: The Latent Power of the Soul by Watchman Nee, on: 2013/1/20 14:44

------------------------- | have read the full book on the power of the soul and | have read many other and very inspiring books by Watchman but in this cas
e, nee really does state that we have a supernatural power laying dormant in our soul and in some humans, its been awakened. It believe that this is ¢
orrect. Jesus said, "you can do nothing apart from me". Jesus does not say things He does not mean. Nick Robinson

In a negative sense Nick you are right when you say that Nee really does say that men have a supernatural ability dorm
ant in their souls and he does share that some men have learned to break into that latent power and use it for their own
purposes independently of God and more especially in defiance of God. The fuller meaning however has to do with what
any man can do himself apart from God. Therefore we must ask where does this power come from which is able to defy
God and labour without Him. Does anyone really believe that the wicked and greedy man who sets traps for his custome
rs isnA't using a power to do that. He may not even claim to believe in Christ, yet he still has the power to deceive and d
efraud his customers. Many believers just blame the Devil and say its his fault that men are wicked and independent of
God. Well "as wickedness must be independent of GodA’ will' men do practise wicked endeavours for their own ends, b
ut they also do it in their own strength. The problem in this way of A“blameA” thinking lies in a wicked man failing to see t
hat God will hold him accountable and not Satan. We already know SatanA’ end, and it was settled long before any of u
s were born or acted in so much a thread of disobedience and independent thinking towards God. How could God righte
ously hold anyone to account for their own actions and words if they were not in fact responsible for them? So if respons
ible by what power are men wicked and disobedient and responsible?

When Jesus said A“you can do nothing apart from meA” He is of course speaking to the apostles and therefore represe
ntatively of all those who would believe because of their withess as well. That clearly includes you and me and every on
e who believes today. Its a bit like saying A“you can do nothing apart from MeA”. It cannot possibly mean that we have
no power of our own to live independently in our attitudes and thinking otherwise it would be like saying Al will control y
ou all the days of your lifeA”. One of the central planks of NeeA’ argument is that Psychology playing a central role in un
covering the key to understanding the power of the soul. His emphasis is one of looking to those things which most peop
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le would accept are supernatural to the ordinary reasonable person. Central to this plank is the vein of hypnosis and wha
tis uncovered when it is used on a person to uninhibit them from the outward restraints of their thinking. When you consi
der that this was written in 1933 it is really remarkable because in those days psychology was really only visible as a dis

cipline of learning to a few people. In those days men like Nee and F B Meyer, who Nee quotes from in the intro of the b

ook, had no doubts about the realities of what they were witnessing in society and the incredible paradigm shift which to

ok place between 1850 and 1930 throughout Europe, but especially England with the rise of men like Alister Crowley wh
o coined the phrase A“do as thou wilt shall be the whole of the lawA”.

Those many men and women were like sulphurous fire brands and so they could easily be discerned because of the stin
k of their lives which was an offence to the nostrils of righteous men and women. Today what was in CrowleyA’ day a sa
tanic proclamation made without pretension of ambition, is pedalled as a normal attitude to hold. In fact in reading this ev
en many saints will struggle to receive that the present mantra of psychology, A“you can be what you desire to beA” is th
e same as saying A“do as thou wilt shall be the whole of the lawA”. It is so ingrained in societies today in the many psyc

hological paradigms of A“behavioural understandingA” that what is biblically rebellion is naturally and reasonably accept

able and necessary independence. What fascinated and sometimes appalled the citizens of the late 19th and early 20th

century still fascinates when there is a visible show of supernatural outworking such as levitation or mind reading, but no
w it is applauded because it is seen as a psychological trick. Somehow the cleverness is in the trick being made to seem
real. What a twist and what a falsehood. It is no trick it is real and much much more than this trivial thing is possible to th
e one who is determined to enter into it at all costs. The church itself presses many things onto believers as well which a
re no more that soulish activities of the flesh weighed down as these things are by impure and vain desires, and then cel
ebrates and thing done A“as ofA” God without recognising that the power of it has not come from Christ within at all, but

from the soulish man. | would encourage you to go back and read the whole little book again. You may have missed the

centrality of its meaning. If you do may the Lord bless you with its deeper relevance for today.

Re: , on: 2013/1/20 19:59

------------------------- Like Jesus, Adam had the Holy Spirit within his soul, empowering him, not a kind of power aside from God but God's own eternal lif
e. When Adam sinned, he lost this and mankind fell. Jesus came to restore this relationship and He did, perfectly. What good is a computer without ele
ctricity? Useless of course. What good is a bike without a rider? Useless, functionally. What good is a torch without batteries? No good at all for all the
light you'd get from it. Man without God is morally, spiritually and emotionally bankrupt. Nick Robinson

May | ask you brother why you believe that Adam had the Holy Spirit within his soul? By Adam | do of course mean the i
nnocent man of Eden not the guilty man of Eden. Further if Adam did have the Holy Spirit, Who alone is the giver of God
A’ own uncreated eternal life today, why did God present Adam and Eve with a free will choice as to the Tree of life. Ada
m was already a living soul the moment he came to life by the inbreathing of God into the shell of clay. What is this life w
hich was offered in the first instance and then denied thereafter? Also could | ask you what you think the Scripture mean
s when it speaks A“that which is born of the Spirit is spirit?A” Lastly do you reject the Scriptures which make for an exerc
ise of the will as a condition of following the Lord? Put another way do you make a distinction between the power to cho
ose and the right to choose? For example did Adam have the right to choose to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge o
f good and evil? Or did he simply have the power to choose?

Not wishing to seem deceitful about this | ask for no other reason than that you have shared in your post that you have a
Il of NeeA’ books but reject the underlying insight which he shares as regarding the nature of the man Adam before the f
all. Yet attendant to these insights and completely dependent on them is NeeA'’ insight and teachings of the scriptural div
ision of man as a tripartite being (spirit, soul & body). Without that understanding all you have is a bi-partite being with a

n outside and an inside being filled up by God or else being driven by the Devil. In this schema man has no will whatsoe

ver, and is just a puppet to be played with either by God or else the Devil. Further you say that supernatural occurrences
are just smoke and mirrors although you say that Satan himself has the ability to manipulate the elements, which by impl
ication must mean that all of the deception which a man undertakes are either directly the power of Satan working in a m
an, or else mere psychological props believed in by man in order to deceive others.
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