Scriptures and Doctrine :: Legalism

Legalism - posted by Mattie, on: 2008/2/1 13:48
One thing that I struggled with for a very long time, growing up in the church setting, is the issue of legalism. I always kn
ew that we cannot be saved by our works, but I often times tried to walk with God by my own works and think He took pl
easure in me because of my works. Thank God for the law of Life, this glorious new covenant.
I think one of the greatest issues in the professing church today is not the prosperity gospel, but a works mentality...
1. Like the Judaizers in the New Testament, we believe even AFTER salvation that God thinks there something good in
us. There is no good thing in our flesh - this is a liberating thought - God's not expecting us to reach a standard.
2. the Standard is Christ. The only good that can come out of a human vessel is Christ Himself. Anything outside of tha
t is human striving.
The essence of a religious spirit is feeling superior to another or less than another. We are all one because of Christ. Pr
aise God
Re: Legalism, on: 2008/2/1 16:07

Quote:
-------------------------We are all one because of Christ. Praise God
-------------------------

Mattie, amen. There is a great need within the unity of Christ, for individuals to recognise each other's singular contributi
ons to the whole, not by way of elevating the believer, but by way of acknowledging Christ in the believer, and that believ
er's intention to edify.
It's a good thing edification is spiritual, although there may be actions associated with building one another up, such as s
erving in practical ways.
Ephesians 2
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we shoul
d walk in them.

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2008/2/1 16:24
Quote:
-------------------------1. Like the Judaizers in the New Testament, we believe even AFTER salvation that God thinks there something good in us. There is
no good thing in our flesh - this is a liberating thought - God's not expecting us to reach a standard.
-------------------------

There truly is legalism in churches but the bigger problem right now is calling things legalism that are really only true chri
stianity. Obviously we are saved by grace and not of our works. This article is good to clear up many misconceptions of l
iving the Christian life:
Visible Churches Warned by J.C. Ryle
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=22071&forum=34

Quote:
-------------------------2. the Standard is Christ. The only good that can come out of a human vessel is Christ Himself. Anything outside of that is human st
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riving.
-------------------------

I have heard many variations on this including that its legalism to try and wake up and pray and read the bible everyday.
We should only try and do what when the Spirit "explicably" tells us to. We are so far from normal Christianity that any fo
rm of "discipline" amongst those of us that are called saved (by the grace of God) would be good. By our own we are not
good obviously but Christ changes us to be "conformed" into His image so that we can walk more like Him. And yes that
is Him working in us.. but he is changing us.
It is like a youth group song I used to sing:
He's changing me, My precious Jesus, I am not the same old person that I used to be, sometimes its slow going but ther
es a knowing that some day perfect I will be.
Little by little everday, little by little in every way, my jesus is changing me.
Re: - posted by LoveHim, on: 2008/2/1 17:15
Quote:
-------------------------There truly is legalism in churches but the bigger problem right now is calling things legalism that are really only true christianity. Ob
viously we are saved by grace and not of our works. This article is good to clear up many misconceptions of living the Christian life
-------------------------

i was wondering why we are so scared of talking about good works after salvation. as if the moment we mention works,
we are bombarded with the "works mentality" label and scriptures.
*did Jesus not command us to produce fruit for Him?
*were we not created in Him for good works?
then why all the fuss over good works after salvation?
just some questions.
phil
Re: - posted by poet (), on: 2008/2/1 19:33
I think many people confuse holiness with works.
I will mention holiness and they think Im talking about works.
Unless holiness is works and IM confused.
Re: - posted by Tears_of_joy, on: 2008/2/1 19:56
Quote:
------------------------sermonindex wrote:
There truly is legalism in churches but the bigger problem right now is calling things legalism that are really only true christianity.
-------------------------

Brother, my heart goes with yours.

Quote:
------------------------sermonindex wrote:
We are so far from normal Christianity that any form of "discipline" amongst those of us that are called saved (by the grace of God) would be good. By
our own we are not good obviously but Christ changes us to be "conformed" into His image so that we can walk more like Him. And yes that is Him wo
rking in us.. but he is changing us.
-------------------------
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Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2008/2/2 3:58
hi, it is normal christian activity when you say I must pray and I must study 2 hrs a day or witness to ten people every da
y.it is legalism for me to say you must do the same.jimp
Re: - posted by Mattie, on: 2008/2/2 12:50
In reading the responses, it appears that many are taking what I said out of context.
I never said discipline, prayer, fasting, and the reading of the Word is sin or is legalism. I said we do these things to thin
k there is something inherently good in us. If our motivation to do these things is to develope a sense of righteousness i
n ourself, then we are deceiving ourselves. But if it is the life of God within us that causes us to do these things with His
heart and mind, rather than in our own flesh - then we are walking in newness of Life.
Repeat: Prayer, reading Scriptures, holy living, obedience - all are necessity. However, they must be done in and throug
h our Christ rather than us striving in our own strength to develope a sense of holiness apart from Jesus.
Legalism and religion is when we think there is something good in us and when our deeds are motivated by that in our h
earts. All we do in this new covenant must be Christ in us and through us, newness of life, the law of the Spirit of life. T
His is the glory of the Christian. Christ IN Us the hope of glory

Re: Legalism, on: 2008/2/2 13:48
Quote:
------------------------Mattie wrote:
One thing that I struggled with for a very long time, growing up in the church setting, is the issue of legalism. I always knew that we cannot be saved b
y our works, but I often times tried to walk with God by my own works and think He took pleasure in me because of my works. Thank God for the law
of Life, this glorious new covenant.
I think one of the greatest issues in the professing church today is not the prosperity gospel, but a works mentality...
1. Like the Judaizers in the New Testament, we believe even AFTER salvation that God thinks there something good in us. There is no good thing in
our flesh - this is a liberating thought - God's not expecting us to reach a standard.
2. the Standard is Christ. The only good that can come out of a human vessel is Christ Himself. Anything outside of that is human striving.
The essence of a religious spirit is feeling superior to another or less than another. We are all one because of Christ. Praise God
-------------------------

I agree with you brother. Good luck with this arguement here. Your probably wasting your breath.
Re: - posted by washad (), on: 2008/2/2 14:02
Perhaps we should act out of a knowledge of our inadequacy.This causing us to imitate the great example Jesus
Christ. The Scriptures clearly say that there is none righteous no not one. Even in the believer "our righteouness is as
filthy rags" apart from the enabling power of Jesus Christ. One following after righteousness and holiness is often seen a
s legalistic. This because of the strict standard of Jesus. Philippians 4:8 is the standard that is set forth for the believer to
judge all things. I say this even beyond the more explicit mandate of "be ye perfect even as your Father in heaven is perf
ect", and "be ye holy for I am holy". Bible study and prayer.
Fasting and meditation. Memorization and soulwinning. These things take time and each is required for a well rounded
relationship with the Lord. Now is it legalistic to put these things first? Is it legalistic to require these of yourself? your fam
ily? Your church? Answer. It can be. If you begin to make rules. (Pray, study for this long everyday. If you don't your a b
ackslider!You had better witness to at least five people every day or you don't care about souls!) That is legalism.
It is not the act but rather the motive. Jesus told the Pharisees that the things they did were good but they were trading
the best for the good.( tithing of spices but robbing widows, he said to take care of the last three but not to leave the othe
r undone). He exposed their motives and was quick to point out there is a difference between doing something for self e
xaltation in self righteousness(look at me) and doing something for the sake of Christ (look at Him).The same action but
a different motive leads to a different reaction from God Himself. This is what I see in the issue of legalism. I had better s
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top this may not even be online with this thread.
Re: Legalism, on: 2008/2/2 15:29

Hello chiefofsiners,
Might you be able to see a parallel in the last paragraph of Mattie's post which you quoted in full, and your response to
it? Hope I'm not being legalistic, though.
;-)

Quote:
-------------------------Mattie: ... The essence of a religious spirit is feeling superior to another or less than another. We are all one because of Christ. Prai
se God
chiefofsiners: I agree with you brother. Good luck with this arguement here. Your probably wasting your breath.
-------------------------

What do mean 'Your probably wasting your breath'?

washad said:
Quote:
-------------------------Bible study and prayer.
Fasting and meditation. Memorization and soulwinning. These things take time and each is required for a well rounded relationship with the Lord. Now
is it legalistic to put these things first? Is it legalistic to require these of yourself? your family? Your church? Answer. It can be. If you begin to make rule
s. (Pray, study for this long everyday. If you don't your a backslider!You had better witness to at least five people every day or you don't care about sou
ls!) That is legalism.
It is not the act but rather the motive. Jesus told the Pharisees that the things they did were good but they were trading the best for the good.( tithing of
spices but robbing widows, he said to take care of the last three but not to leave the other undone). He exposed their motives and was quick to point o
ut there is a difference between doing something for self exaltation in self righteousness(look at me) and doing something for the sake of Christ (look a
t Him).The same action but a different motive leads to a different reaction from God Himself. This is what I see in the issue of legalism. I had better sto
p this may not even be online with this thread.
-------------------------

You made a lot of sense to me. I thought your analysis was excellent - edifying and enlightening together.

Re: - posted by poet (), on: 2008/2/2 18:40
this is a quote:"our righteouness is as filthy rags"
Unless someone has the scripture for me, it is correctly quoted, from Isaiah 64:6
But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our "righteousnesses" are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.
verse 7
And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from
us, and hast consumed us, because of our "iniquities".
When I studied this verse the righteous acts as stated in other versions of the bible.. the king James says righteousness
es.
this is not holiness but acts of holiness.
Isaiah is Lamenting the fact that since they were not being holy before God their righteous acts were not going to be acc
eptable before God.
This is one of the most misquoted scriptures known.
If were going to be unholy, ungodly, and hipocrites, our righteousnesses, are going to be filthy rags before a holy God,,
I hope this helps..
If someone has other ideas concerning this it would be helpful. Thx.
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Re:, on: 2008/2/2 21:51
Quote:
------------------------dorcas wrote:

Hello chiefofsiners,
Might you be able to see a parallel in the last paragraph of Mattie's post which you quoted in full, and your response to it? Hope I'm not being legalistic
, though.
;-)

Quote:
-------------------------Mattie: ... The essence of a religious spirit is feeling superior to another or less than another. We are all one because of Christ. Prai
se God
chiefofsiners: I agree with you brother. Good luck with this arguement here. Your probably wasting your breath.
------------------------What do mean 'Your probably wasting your breath'?

washad said:
Quote:
-------------------------Bible study and prayer.
Fasting and meditation. Memorization and soulwinning. These things take time and each is required for a well rounded relationship with the Lord. Now
is it legalistic to put these things first? Is it legalistic to require these of yourself? your family? Your church? Answer. It can be. If you begin to make rule
s. (Pray, study for this long everyday. If you don't your a backslider!You had better witness to at least five people every day or you don't care about sou
ls!) That is legalism.
It is not the act but rather the motive. Jesus told the Pharisees that the things they did were good but they were trading the best for the good.( tithing of
spices but robbing widows, he said to take care of the last three but not to leave the other undone). He exposed their motives and was quick to point o
ut there is a difference between doing something for self exaltation in self righteousness(look at me) and doing something for the sake of Christ (look a
t Him).The same action but a different motive leads to a different reaction from God Himself. This is what I see in the issue of legalism. I had better sto
p this may not even be online with this thread.
------------------------You made a lot of sense to me. I thought your analysis was excellent - edifying and enlightening together.

-------------------------

Hi dorcas,
I've argued this point many times, and it seems like I get shot down every time I bring it up. Just a warning.
Don't think I'm better or anything like that, just perhaps, a little more experienced in this matter.
I know the full extent of legalism. I've taken it to the extremes. Just like Paul, I've even hurt the church. Wish I could go b
ack and change some things, but what doesnt kill us makes us stronger. Right?
If our works are done with the right motive we will be rewarded, if not, they'll be burned up, bottom line.

Re: - posted by SimpleLiving (), on: 2008/2/2 21:56
There is a video sermon by Zac Poonen on this very topic. I must admit I haven't watched it as of yet, but I will. I'm
listening to this whole series of his right now. (His Freedom from Denominationalism is wonderful!)

(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/singlefile.php?lid7647&commentViewitemComments) Freedom fr
om Legalism
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Re: - posted by Mattie, on: 2008/2/2 22:15
Philippians 2:13 "for it is God who causes you to WILL and to DO His good pleasure"
It is God who causes us to pray in the Spirit. It is God who gives us understanding and the ability to comprehend the Sc
riptures. It is God who gives us His power to witness. The point I'm making in all this is that it is all a work of God throug
h a vessel, so no flesh can glory in His presence.
It is possible to evangelize, pray 3 hours a day, read Genesis to Revelation and still be a self-centered, arrogant, wrongspirited person.
So the issue is not the works, but what is causing us to do the works? God looks at motives and not the outward acts.
Revelations 2 - the Ephesians church had deeds, labor, patience, and tested false apostles, yet lacked the love of God b
ehind it.
1 Corinthians 13 - it's possible to prophesy, have faith, know all the mysteries and knowledge, give to the poor and be a
martyr, yet without love it's nothing.
So again.. the point is that we should not look to deeds and righteous acts to feel a sense of "righteousness" because on
ly God in us is righteous. When it is He who causes us to will and do His good pleasure, He is fulfilling righteousness in
us by the law of life. When we are striving to "appear righteous" or feel righteous by these deeds, we're under law again
(the yoke of bondage) and we are estranged from Christ.
The entire book of Galatians talks about this.

Re: Legalism, on: 2008/2/2 22:15

Hi chief,
Seems I've missed those threads previously. Thanks for the partial clarification. Am I correct in deducing your experien
ce has given you the impression people here are more legalist at heart than they seem to realise?

Re: - posted by JesusIsMyLrd (), on: 2008/2/2 23:24
Greetings in Jesus' name!
It's been a while since i've been on sermonindex, so grace and peace to everyone again! God bless you all. i trust that w
e are all growing in grace and the knowledge of the Father, and His Son.
Here's some thoughts about legalism, particularly on the subject of an ordered life (Bible reading, praying, etc.) being ac
cused of legalism.
1. Since i eat every day, at the same time, and it's not a spiritual activity, i must be a legalist. Oh, wait, if i don't eat, i'll di
e.
2. Since i sleep every night and its not a spiritual thing, but a physical, i must be a legalist, because i have to DO it! Oh,
wait, if i don't sleep, i'll die.
3. Since i bathe and keep clean, and would never stop doing it, and it's not a spiritual thing, but a physical, i'm must be a
legalist. Oh wait, if i don't bathe.... :-?
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SO...

If i say that i have to feed on the Word of God daily, or i'll die, it is just as silly for one to consider me a legalist as if they
would condemn me for eating food every day...
If i say that i have to pray to my heavenly Father every day, or i'll die, it is just as silly for one to consider me a legalist as
if they would condemn me for sleeping every night...
Etc.
i hope that you can hear my point through the lame illustrations.
Brethren, sisters, many times we do ourselves damage, and its just what the enemy wants it, to stay away from the nece
ssities of the Christian life: because we don't want to be legalistic.
Just because it's practical, doesn't mean its legalism.
Hey, in order to serve God, you've gotta get outta bed in the morning, RIGHT??? Is that legalism/ serving God through w
orks instead of Christ?
Nay, but, rather, the practical outflow of God's Spirit in your life.
To seek God for service that is practical, and to keep Christ as the center, this is maintaining the Christian life, in a nutsh
ell. Then as we are doing that, let's go out and PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE LOST AND DYING WORLD!!
Hence, my thoughts...

God richly bless all of you dear ones. i hope i don't come across as sarcastic, or harsh... that's not my heart. :-D

Highest regards and utmost respect to you all,
-nathan
Re: Legalism - posted by rowdy2 (), on: 2008/2/2 23:49
Reply to Mattie
Mat that was real sheep food, thanks.
Eddie

Re: Legalism? Depends on where we're coming from!, on: 2008/2/3 7:34
This thread has made me consider this question of legalism in a new way. And especially, "Where am I at now?"
As someone said, it is our heart-attitude that matters. And only God knows the heart.
I would see legalism, in a nutshell, as trying to obey God in our own strength.
We probably all do that - unless we don't bother to even try to obey God, and just go our own way!
In that case we would accuse almost any believer of legalism who sought to walk carefully before the Lord!
But that is almost certainly not so with anyone in this discussion.
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It's obvious that several of us on this thread, (including myself) have suffered through vainly trying to "establish our own r
ighteousness", thinking that this was how to please God. And, even when we realised it was actually not pleasing to Hi
m, maybe we were unable to stop! Certainly that has been my problem from a child - trying too hard to please everyone
- including God. And because that's impossible, falling into frequent despair of ever being acceptable to others, especia
lly Him!
.....................................................................
Where am I now? Not sure. I'm still quite pernickity over some things, but have come an awful long way from what I us
ed to be before the Lord really began to deal with this.
At the moment I feel as if I'm in a bit of ano-man's land. The Lord has set me free from the guilt and from much of the fea
r of offending people, making mistakes or doing the "wrong" thing that was the driving force behind the extreme legalism
I suffered from. (Like the unprofitable servant "I was afraid knowing that thou art a hard man...")
But I haven't yet learned in practice to take hold of His strength, and be moved by love of Him, instead of hopeless strivi
ng through fear, as the power and motivation for obedience.
The "fig leaves" and "filthy rags" are all but gone, but I haven't yet learned how to walk day by day clothed in His rightous
ness and strength instead of my own...
in Him
Jeannette

Re: Legalism, on: 2008/2/3 7:48
Quote:
------------------------Mattie wrote:
One thing that I struggled with for a very long time, growing up in the church setting, is the issue of legalism. I always knew that we cannot be saved b
y our works, but I often times tried to walk with God by my own works and think He took pleasure in me because of my works. Thank God for the law
of Life, this glorious new covenant.
-------------------------

Amen! I used to think that although the Lord loved me He disapproved every time I failed in the slightest way! So I was
constantly trying to gain His approval!
As a small child I remember asking my mother whether you should say "Amen" ("A" as in "hey") or "Amen" ("A" as in "ar
m"). She said it didn't matter so I used to say it both ways, just in case!
Sounds silly, but that was the measure of my fear of getting things wrong.

Quote:
-------------------------I think one of the greatest issues in the professing church today is not the prosperity gospel, but a works mentality...
-------------------------

Mmm, not sure about that. They are both wrong, and very harmful to the Church as a whole!

Quote:
-------------------------1. Like the Judaizers in the New Testament, we believe even AFTER salvation that God thinks there something good in us. There i
s no good thing in our flesh - this is a liberating thought - God's not expecting us to reach a standard.
2. the Standard is Christ. The only good that can come out of a human vessel is Christ Himself. Anything outside of that is human striving.
-------------------------

It took me many years to really be able to really accept that!

Quote:
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-------------------------The essence of a religious spirit is feeling superior to another or less than another. We are all one because of Christ. Praise God
-------------------------

That is so true!
thanks for this
Jeannette
Re:, on: 2008/2/3 8:05
Quote:
------------------------sermonindex wrote:
There truly is legalism in churches but the bigger problem right now is calling things legalism that are really only true christianity.
-------------------------

The bigger problem on SI??? I think not, Brother, thanks to the very nature of this site. For one thing, there are all the g
ood teachings, for another the majority of those on this forum would come down hard on the merest suggestion of "callin
g things legalism that are really only true christianity"!
As you and others have just done ;-)
That's why there's need of balance, by emphasising the opposite error sometimes - in this case legalism.
As I said, in a recent post on this thread, a lot depends on where we are coming from.

Quote:
------------------------Quote:
-------------------------2. the Standard is Christ. The only good that can come out of a human vessel is Christ Himself. Anything outside of that is human st
riving.
------------------------I have heard many variations on this
-------------------------

So you think this is untrue?

Quote:
------------------------- including that its legalism to try and wake up and pray and read the bible everyday. We should only try and do what when the Spirit
"explicably" tells us to.
-------------------------

This is a caricature of what most of us believe!

Quote:
-------------------------We are so far from normal Christianity that any form of "discipline" amongst those of us that are called saved (by the grace of God)
would be good. By our own we are not good obviously but Christ changes us to be "conformed" into His image so that we can walk more like Him. And
yes that is Him working in us.. but he is changing us.
-------------------------

Yes He's changing us, but not to be more like Him in righteousness and good deeds. He's changing us to increasingly a
llow Him to live in us, so HE can do the works! Then, paradoxically, we are more like Him, constantly dependant on Him
as He was on the Father when He walked the earth as a man!
The difference between this and legalism is very subtle, but its also vital.
And its a million miles from living carelessly without any thought of what God requires of us.
In Him
Jeannette
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Re:, on: 2008/2/3 8:30
Quote:
------------------------LoveHim wrote:
...i was wondering why we are so scared of talking about good works after salvation. as if the moment we mention works, we are bombarded with the "
works mentality" label and scriptures.
*did Jesus not command us to produce fruit for Him?
*were we not created in Him for good works?
then why all the fuss over good works after salvation?
-------------------------

Hi Phil
That isn't the point of this thread at all, as you have probably realised (I'm working my way through the thread at the mo
ment, and no doubt that has been explained already).
I'm sure we would all agree that the Bible wouldn't be complete without both the Epistle to the Galatians and the Epistle
of James!

Quote:
-------------------------*did Jesus not command us to produce fruit for Him?
*were we not created in Him for good works?
-------------------------

Yes we were created for good works, His, not ours!
Jesus didn't command us to produce fruit! How can you command a tree to produce fruit? It produces fruit because of it
s very nature. If it doesn't then its a bad tree and should be cut down, or the unfruitful branch cut off - as Jesus said!
The command was to "abide in Him". The result of obeying that command is to bear fruit!
John 15:4)
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except y
e abide in me.
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without
me ye can do nothing.
The branch that fails to produce fruit is condemned not because of failing to produce fruit but because of the reason (not
abiding in the Vine) it fails to produce fruit...
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fir
e, and they are burned.
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you , ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
9 Â¶ As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my FatherÂ’s commandments,
and abide in his love.
Blessings
Jeannette
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Re:, on: 2008/2/3 9:15
Quote:
------------------------poet wrote:
this is a quote:"our righteouness is as filthy rags"
Unless someone has the scripture for me, it is correctly quoted, from Isaiah 64:6
But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our "righteousnesses" are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have t
aken us away...
...This is one of the most misquoted scriptures known.
If were going to be unholy, ungodly, and hipocrites, our righteousnesses, are going to be filthy rags before a holy God,,
I hope this helps..
If someone has other ideas concerning this it would be helpful. Thx.
-------------------------

Mmm I suppose that verse is usually quoted a bit out of context, but its true all the same, because other Scripture backs
it up.
Sorry this is rather long, but you really got me thinking and looking at these passages afresh...
For example:
1. (Genesis 3) why did God clothe Adam and Eve in skins, when they had already made coverings for themselves?
2. What about Jeremiah calling the coming Messiah, "The Lord our righteousness"? (Jer 23:6 and 33:6)
3. Why did the high priest in Zechariah 3 need to have his filthy rags stripped off and new clothes put on him? Surely, as
High Priest, he was trying his best to fulfil the Law?
And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand t
o resist him.
2 And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuk
e thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?
3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.
4 And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And u
nto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.
5 And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garme
nts. And the angel of the LORD stood by.
6 And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying,
7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge
my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by.
It was only after he had been stripped and reclothed that the priest was able to take up his office.
Yes he was given commands to obey, but only after he had thoroughly learned the lesson that he had no righteousness
of his own and could do nothing of himself!
4. What about the parable of the wedding feast, (Matthew 22) where the man without a wedding garment (traditionally
provided by the host, if he was a rich man - and this was the King!) was cast out? Why weren't his own festive clothe
s good enough?
11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment:
12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless.
13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; th
ere shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.
5.Hebrews 4 We need to read the whole passage to get the context, as well as Numbers 13- 15, but its to do with enteri
ng the Promised Land, and that unbelief - refusing to trust and obey the Lord - kept the people out.
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9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.
10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.
11 Â¶ Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.
I would interpret "entering into his rest" in Hebrews as referring to the same thing as "abiding in him". By faith, not works
, because Israel's failure to enter in at that time was because of unbelief (= refusing to believe the Lord, that He had give
n them the land. The result, not the cause, of this unbelief was disobedience).
In the OT, entering into rest meant, being settled, established, in case of a woman, being secure in marriage and a hous
ehold of her own. Or ceasing from warfare when all the territory had been gained.
So entering into His rest means trusting in Jesus' finished work, and living in the light of it. His finished work means His r
ighteousness, His victory over Satan, and over sin and death, His obedience to the Father - obedience to the uttermost.
This is the opposite of legalism.

Blessings
Jeannette

Re:, on: 2008/2/3 9:19
Quote:
------------------------Mattie wrote:
Philippians 2:13 "for it is God who causes you to WILL and to DO His good pleasure"
It is God who causes us to pray in the Spirit. It is God who gives us understanding and the ability to comprehend the Scriptures. It is God who gives u
s His power to witness. The point I'm making in all this is that it is all a work of God through a vessel, so no flesh can glory in His presence.
It is possible to evangelize, pray 3 hours a day, read Genesis to Revelation and still be a self-centered, arrogant, wrong-spirited person.
So the issue is not the works, but what is causing us to do the works? God looks at motives and not the outward acts.
Revelations 2 - the Ephesians church had deeds, labor, patience, and tested false apostles, yet lacked the love of God behind it.
1 Corinthians 13 - it's possible to prophesy, have faith, know all the mysteries and knowledge, give to the poor and be a martyr, yet without love it's not
hing.
So again.. the point is that we should not look to deeds and righteous acts to feel a sense of "righteousness" because only God in us is righteous. Wh
en it is He who causes us to will and do His good pleasure, He is fulfilling righteousness in us by the law of life. When we are striving to "appear righte
ous" or feel righteous by these deeds, we're under law again (the yoke of bondage) and we are estranged from Christ.
The entire book of Galatians talks about this.
-------------------------

Amen!
Though don't forget James - works proves our faith.
Abiding in Him produces the fruit.
When He does the works through us, those works will remain
The problem is when we try to turn that principle on its head!
Blessings
Jeannette
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Re:, on: 2008/2/3 9:22
Quote:
------------------------JesusIsMyLrd wrote:
Here's some thoughts about legalism, particularly on the subject of an ordered life (Bible reading, praying, etc.) being accused of legalism.
1. Since i eat every day, at the same time, and it's not a spiritual activity, i must be a legalist. Oh, wait, if i don't eat, i'll die.
2. Since i sleep every night and its not a spiritual thing, but a physical, i must be a legalist, because i have to DO it! Oh, wait, if i don't sleep, i'll die.
3. Since i bathe and keep clean, and would never stop doing it, and it's not a spiritual thing, but a physical, i'm must be a legalist. Oh wait, if i don't bath
e.... :-?
SO...
If i say that i have to feed on the Word of God daily, or i'll die, it is just as silly for one to consider me a legalist as if they would condemn me for eating f
ood every day...
If i say that i have to pray to my heavenly Father every day, or i'll die, it is just as silly for one to consider me a legalist as if they would condemn me for
sleeping every night...
Etc.
i hope that you can hear my point through the lame illustrations.
Brethren, sisters, many times we do ourselves damage, and its just what the enemy wants it, to stay away from the necessities of the Christian life: be
cause we don't want to be legalistic.
Just because it's practical, doesn't mean its legalism.
Hey, in order to serve God, you've gotta get outta bed in the morning, RIGHT??? Is that legalism/ serving God through works instead of Christ?
Nay, but, rather, the practical outflow of God's Spirit in your life.
To seek God for service that is practical, and to keep Christ as the center, this is maintaining the Christian life, in a nutshell. Then as we are doing that,
let's go out and PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE LOST AND DYING WORLD!!
Hence, my thoughts...
God richly bless all of you dear ones. i hope i don't come across as sarcastic, or harsh... that's not my heart. :-D
Highest regards and utmost respect to you all,
-nathan
-------------------------

Hi Brother
No you don't come across as harsh or critical, just that you seem to have missed the original point a little.
No-one is saying we shouldn't do the things you mention!
Blessings
Jeannette
Re: Legalism vs faith, on: 2008/2/3 10:07
A couple of scriptures that may be relevant:
Rom 14:23 (in context of the question of food offered to idols)whatsoever is not of faith is sin.
Galatians 3: (in the context of the law of Moses)10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it
is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.
12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.
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13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one th
at hangeth on a tree:
Sorry to write all these posts at once, it's been my personal Bible study for today! :-D
in Him
Jeannette
Re: - posted by Mattie, on: 2008/2/3 11:09
thank you people. the point of this thread is not saying that we shouldn't pray and obey, it's saying we shouldn't do it in
our own strength.
I heard a preacher say once that the Christian life is an IMPOSSIBLE life to live...when it's done in your own strength. It
must be a supernatural work (beyond what is natural)."
Another one said "The Christian who attempts to live the Christian life without the Christ is no more different than any ot
her religion."
Jesus never came to start a religion where we ONLY obey rules. He came to abide and express His nature and life to m
an.
Re: - posted by Mattie, on: 2008/2/3 11:15
I believe one of the greatest temptations we will face EVERYDAY of our life which will be the root cause to every other t
emptation - is to walk in our own strength.
Satan's goal is to hinder us from letting Christ live through us. He couldn't care less if you memorize Scripture, pray and
fast, preach (though these are all important). His goal is to keep the living God from doing it through you.
This is the glory of the book of Acts. The same Christ who resurrected and sat at the right hand of Majesty now lives an
d moves through a body of believers! This is what turned the world upside down. This is what caused men to cry out "
What must I do?" It wasn't self-righteousness in the disciples, it was the living Christ through them.
We need this reality again in our day!
John tells us in 1 John that if we abide in Him, we will not sin. We in our human nature are imperfect and sinful. Yet we
carry within us the Sinless Spirit of the living God - pure, holy, undefiled. If we walk in THAT life, we will not sin. If we w
alk in our own, we sure will.
The danger with many preachers is that whenever a believer falls, they tell that believer you need to mourn for 3 weeks,
pray for hours, fast until you get mercy back from God. This is a heresy and unbiblical because no where in the New Te
stament do you find this. A great sermon to listen to on this topic is "Beware of Angry Watchman" by Pastor Carter Conl
on
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