
Scriptures and Doctrine :: God's grace runs out.

God's grace runs out., on: 2008/3/24 7:02
1 John 5:16-17 
"If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who
commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death;  I do not say the he should not make request for this. Al
l unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death."

John Macarthur: "Such a sin could be any premeditated and unconfessed sin that causes the Lord to determine to end a
believer's life. It is not one particular sin like homosexuality or lying, but whatever sin is the final one in the tolerance of G
od. Failure to repent of and forsake sin may eventually lead to physical death as a judgment of God."

A scary thought to meditate on how God views sin in  the believer's life. When does grace run its course? Is it unrepenta
nt sin or sin that causes you to struggle and slip. How then does 1 John 1:8-9 come into play. May we all take a hard loo
k at our sin, and pray that God will grant us the repentance and the His strength to standfast when the waters rise. May t
he Lord show me my sin through His word and His spirit. May we hate sin and glory in the redemption of the savior.

Re: God's grace runs out., on: 2008/3/24 8:26

I have understood the sin which cannot be forgiven is blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, as when the scribes accuse
Jesus of having a demon, calling Him 'unclean' - Mark 3:22 - 30.  Elsewhere in the New Testament, Pharisees make the
same accusation.

Quote:
-------------------------John Macarthur: "Such a sin could be any premeditated and unconfessed sin that causes the Lord to determine to end a believer's l
ife. It is not one particular sin like homosexuality or lying, but whatever sin is the final one in the tolerance of God. Failure to repent of and forsake sin 
may eventually lead to physical death as a judgment of God."
-------------------------
I'm sure there is a last time to refuse God.  This is clear from several of the parables. I came close to refusing His grace t
hat 'last time', but was stopped in my tracks by a preacher who pointed out (from the end of Rom 1), that if one became i
mplaccable, one was beyond God's reach.  God was still calling to me, and I did turn, and began to demolish the defenc
es I'd erected.

However, no-one blasphemes against the Holy Spirit accidentally.  It is a specific insult to God, chosen with full knowled
ge by the one who makes it.

There are many ways to express doubt about who God is, His existence and power, or His interest in the lives of individ
uals, which are acceptable to Him.

Note, He who comes to God 'must believe that He is' (Heb 11:6).  I would suggest: He who insults God, also believes 'th
at He is'.  

Re:, on: 2008/3/24 12:45

Quote:
-------------------------However, no-one blasphemes against the Holy Spirit accidentally. It is a specific insult to God, chosen with full knowledge by the on
e who makes it.
-------------------------

Hey Dorcas,

Page 1/22



Scriptures and Doctrine :: God's grace runs out.

Are you saying that the text refers more to apostasy than continuing in sin or better struggling with a specific sin? I have 
heard the claim that some view this text as, like you indicated blasphemy against the holy spirit.

Am I reading this correctly...John Macarthur is being a Pharisee? 

Appreciate your comments...BTW how are you doing?

REformer

Re: God's grace runs out, on: 2008/3/24 14:01

Hi reformer,

God is faithful to me, thank you, and His gracious leading I both acknowledge and desire.

Quote:
-------------------------Are you saying that the text refers more to apostasy than continuing in sin or better struggling with a specific sin?
-------------------------
1 John 5:16, 17  YLT
If any one may see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask, and He shall give to him life to those sinning no
t unto death; there is sin to death, not concerning it do I speak that he may beseech; all unrighteousness is sin, and ther
e is sin not unto death.

I think this statement has to be taken in the context of what John has already written about not sinning, our Advocate wit
h the Father if we sin, and what Jude says about making a difference so as to pull some out of the fire; (these are just a 
few thoughts).

Here is Matthew's fuller account of Jesus' teaching I quoted from Mark.

Chapter 12
25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; an
d every city or house divided against itself shall not stand:
26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?
27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges.
28 But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.
29 Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and t
hen he will spoil his house.
30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.   

31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against th
e Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.
32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh a
gainst the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known
by his fruit.

34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth s
peaketh.
35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure b
ringeth forth evil things.
36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.
37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 
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We'll get back to what John McArthur said, if necessary, when you've had time to consider Matthew and John together.

:-)   How are you?

Re:, on: 2008/3/24 20:14

Quote:
-------------------------How are you?
-------------------------

Doing good, have taken sometime away from SI. 

getting back to your rebuttal, what about Luke 13:7-9 
"And he said to the vineyard-keeper, 'Behold for three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree without
finding any. 'Cut it down! Why does it even use up the ground?'
"And he answered and said to him, 'Let it alone, sir, for this year too, until I dig around it and put in fertilizer; an
d if it bears fruit next year, fine; but, if not, cut it down.'"

What you have stated makes perfect sense and quite convincing, however, it leaves me still with the question, God's gra
ce runs out for the believer. But, then as I look at 1 John 5:18 your statement makes much more sense,being in line with
blasphemy statement; verses a genuine believer sinning and continuing in it. But, I have not conceded yet, let me give it 
more thought...based on my other verse description in Luke 13, I still must hold my view...but you have gave me food for
thought!!
 :-) 

talk to you later
Mike

P.S.
I would like to talk about Macarthur..but not on the thread...it would only create a "feeding frenzy"!! lets email each other.
I will send you a PM brother.

Re: God's grace runs out, on: 2008/3/24 21:22

Hi Mike,

Glad to hear you are well.  :-)

Quote:
-------------------------God's grace runs out for the believer
-------------------------
I didn't like to say so at the beginning of the thread, but I'm not keen on the title you've chosen, because I don't believe it.
 I feel it is subtley feeding the reader an error of thinking.

God's grace doesn't run out for the believer.

But, believers sometimes struggle with faith, when temptations and attacks come, and they fall.  But the need for a Chris
tian to be tried (proved), is largely for his own sake, not God's.  And, we have an Advocate, and, being born again, we ca
n.... not sin.
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God is not really testing our faith, but our hearts, to see whether we be settled and established in the faith.  What is 'the f
aith'?  It is 'the faith of Jesus Christ'.

Are we abiding in Him, so that fruit is naturally being borne through our relationship with Him, or, are we in a closer relati
onship with the world, self, and sin?  Which relationship do we intend will eventually survive?  What we really think in our
hearts, is what we will do.

1 Peter 1
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be f
ound unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see  not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and f
ull of glory:
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

The believer is going to receive an endless supply of God's Spirit, to enable him to win through in the trials he must inevi
tably face.

Philippians 1:19, 20

It is the unbeliever for whom God's grace may run out.  (By unbeliever I mean in this sense: the Christian who keeps on 
reverting to unbelief instead of faith, and sins because he refuses to believe God can and will enable him to overcome.)

I believe this happens to a lot of people who have never been told victory over sin is what Jesus won for us.  They've be
en led to believe He  died to forgive their sins, (and it's up to them to work out how to stop sinning), but if you think about
this for just a second, you'll remember sins were being forgiven by the God of Calvary, before Calvary, although the Old 
Covenant made no provision to forgive.  What is new through Jesus, is the power and authority to cease from sin, which 
is in their hands by faith, and thus faith needs to be exercised whenever sin is the issue.

This is the gospel - that through faith we receive and can keep such a righteousness, that we obtain eternal life; we are c
leansed by the blood of the Lamb, and our robes are laundered in His blood to keep them white.

Is this making sense?

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2008/3/24 22:59
It sounds like we all think that God is more interested in our sin than He is in our justification unto life in Christ Jesus.

I don't see this in scripture.  God is only interested in the One that pleased Him, and there was only One and He has bee
n the only Only One since from before the foundation of the world, and unto its end and beyond, that will ever be pleasin
g to Him.

If we are in Christ Jesus, we are under no condemnation.  It is the Grace of God that saves us, Keeps us, teaches us thi
s Christ and He only see's in us this Christ.  It is God's choice whom He will give this Grace and the Faith of Jesus Christ
to.  We are under a great misconception if we think we are the ones that are pleasing God in any way.  As Paul; Galatia
ns 1:15-16  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal
his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:

That is why we are not to pray for the sin of death.  It is the life and light of Christ that gives us all that we are.  If we thin
k we can work up enough super faith and works to become pleasing to God, we insult Him.  How would you feel if you h
ad given all that you had, His only begotten Son and then have someone tell you, I will bring my life into justice before yo
u God and thanks for the Cross, but now I will make you happy by my works.  I don't believe God will be happy with any
one that is making his own life, be it in sin or not in sin, that having anything to do with who we are in Christ Jesus.  It wa
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s done at the Cross and we need to stay in that life and that Grace and that Faith that God has provided for our salvation
.  It is not me, that keeps me in Christ, it is not me that keeps me under no condemnation, it is not me that can even say 
I can do it, only in Christ can I do all things.

It is the Power of God in Christ Jesus that give me life and That is Christ, He is the only One that is pleasing to God.  I a
m pleasing to God by Him and Him only that is born again in me.

This is the only hope of Glory that I can conceive that is possible.  It is Christ in me, period......  

Colossians 1:27-29  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles
; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom;
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to His working, whic
h worketh in me mightily.

Who's working are we striving in to make us perfect and pleasing to God?  Forget the sin leading to death, it cannot hap
pen for those that are in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Col 3:3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

I am already dead to sin, I was crucified with Him on His Cross and when His dead head head fell on the dead shoulders
of His ravaged body, I was dead also with Him and to sin.  

Rom 6:2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

Rom 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our L
ord.

It is Christ in us that give us life and breath and it is in Him in whom we live and move and have our being.

Ephesians 3:14-21  For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family i
n heaven and earth is named, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with mig
ht by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love
, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love
of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do ex
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the ch
urch by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

There will never be sin unto death for those that are in Christ Jesus for God will not crucify His Son anew for anyone.

There is only one sin leading to death and that is not believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  This is blaspheming 
the Holy Spirit, for what is His Job?

John 16:8-9  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  Of sin, beca
use they believe not on me;

In Christ, Perfect before the Father by the only One that is pleasing to Him:

Phillip 

Re:, on: 2008/3/25 6:02
Yes it makes sense. Naturally it is better to believe and except what you have said verses what I have made mention of. 
Are those that hold the opinion that God's grace will run out for the disobedient believer and take him home early wrong?
I have heard many say judge it through what 2000 years of Christianity has said about it. I have searched through some 
commentaries and have read the same thing along with the blasphemy believe as well.If Mathews, Barnes, Clarke and s
o on pretty much say the same thing wouldn't that surmise we or I could be wrong? Generally what I am saying is if I inte
rpret scripture in a text I will often check myself with what others have said. 

Another reason I bring this is up; my friend who was divorced and remarried was having a hard time serving in the churc
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h...it seemed that the leadership would not let him serve in a small capacity with the youth. He finally got to meet with th
e youth pastor and my friend explained to him about the divorce...short story long, the pastor basically told him that he w
as still alive, if it was disobedience God would have took him home early. Apparently, the pastor holds this belief becaus
e he is convinced that it happened to his friend. 

Am I convinced about this text, no, Do I know much about anything...NO. I will confess I do struggle with certain aspects 
of God, trying to get my mind wrapped around who HE really is, instead of letting my anxieties of my childhood life dictat
e who God is or accept who He is. Sometimes it is hard for me to see that God accepts me! That HE truly loves me...I kn
ow what the bible says...but still I have to remind myself who God is. I did grow up with a distorted view in my early walk.

Do you still Skype?

Blessings
Mike 

Re:, on: 2008/3/25 6:14
Well said Phillip...I often make the mistake when I read a book in the bible and the theme and background takes you
along a certain path.. I can get one dimensional in my approach to scripture. I will forget about other verses...like the
one's you have just made mention of. I realize that I don't know how to study as I should and make a stronger efficient
manner of study.

Quote:
-------------------------We are under a great misconception if we think we are the ones that are pleasing God in any way. 
-------------------------

Amen...!

Mike

Re: When God's grace runs out, on: 2008/4/2 7:21

Mike said

Quote:
-------------------------I realize that I don't know how to study as I should and make a stronger efficient manner of study.
-------------------------
This may not be ideal and certainly it's not formal 'study', but I've been very blessed by the Lord bringing revelation to my
understanding, which has sent me into scripture to follow a word, or a theme, through the cross-references, until I find m
yself looking at verses I've already seen.

What this does, is define the limits of a word or spiritual truth, to show what things are linked together in God's heart and 
mind, and how He expresses those thoughts to us, repetitively (often) through scripture. 

For instance, here is a simple example I happened across (which I didn't know before I happened across it in scripture), 
that references to 'a pit' carry with them the idea of being unable to get out; worse, a pit is a 'dry place'; so one is impriso
ned in a place without water.  This is in contrast to His promise to make us those out of whom flow rivers of living water.

However a person ends up in a pit, the spiritual necessity is that only God can get one out... or feed, or give to drink, the
re.  The 'dry pit without water' is a kind of biblical code for being in prison and left to starve, thirst and die there, for as lon
g as that person\people is unwilling to obey\believe God's word.  He really is interested in the response to Him of every s
ingle individual who ever lived.  It's awesome and terrifying at the same time.

Many other word studies yield the same kind of fruit, and how we should respond to His word - to live by it.

Page 6/22



Scriptures and Doctrine :: God's grace runs out.

Re: When God's grace runs out, on: 2008/4/2 17:31

Phillip, greetings,

Quote:
-------------------------It was done at the Cross and we need to stay in that life and that Grace and that Faith that God has provided for our salvation. 
-------------------------
I just had to say 'amen' to this statement. :-)  

It's always good to see the solid truth of scripture expounded.

Re: God's grace runs out. - posted by BlazedbyGod, on: 2008/4/4 16:44
Yes, I concur, that God's Grace for an individual can run out-as to God's Spirit will not always strive with man-or even
along with that, there are things that God simply just does not tolerate any length of time. ( Blasphemy of the Holy
Ghost-in which God does not tolerate to any extent, that once it is actually willfully committed, the hope of salvation will
never be a possibility for that individual.  Then also, there is lying to the Holy Ghost, which is one/a/the sin that is UNTO
death-as you see this in the Book of Acts with: 
Acts 5:3 
But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price 
of the land? 4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast th
ou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 5 And Ananias hearing these word
s fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

This was a believer, whom Satan was able to fill his heart to lie to the Holy Ghost-and it is also most proven that this is o
ne of the sins that is unto death-and apparently that God does not tolerate to any extent.

Another sin that is unto death (as I believe) is when you agree with someone to TEMPT the SPIRIT OF THE LORD, as 
we see with Ananias's wife:  7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was don
e, came in. 8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so mu
ch. 9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet 
of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. 10 Then fell she down straightway at hi
s feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by 
her husband.

 In which, of course, she lied as well-but neither of them received any grace when they committed such crime against th
e Spirit of God-in which, we neither see Peter  praying for either of them or even offering any mercy........though he did w
ith Simeon the sorcerer.

Ananias and his wife-BELIEVERS IN the Church (the first century Church at that) committed an act of sin that was UNF
ORGIVABLE, but Simeon the Sorcerer committed a sin that indeed was treacherous, but possibly able to be forgiven. 

Acts 8:13 13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, be
holding the miracles and signs which were done...18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands 
the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands
, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought th
at the gift of God may be purchased with money. 21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right 
in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and PRAY GOD, if perhaps the thought of thine h
eart may be forgiven thee.

Simon was told to Repent, but Ananias and his wife, were never told to repent-I believe they weren't told to Repent, bec
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ause at that point they had already committed the sin that is unto death that is never forgivable. In other words, even lyin
g to the Holy Ghost is a form of Blasphemy of/to/against the Holy Ghost. Simon was also told and given the opportunity t
o " PRAY to God", but neither Ananias nor his wife were given this opportunity. Thus you see somewhat of some kind of 
Grace/mercy bestowed toward Simon, but no kind of grace/mercy soever for/towards Ananias. His wife had grace or a c
hance to repent, even though she didn't know what her husband did-but she did not take the opportunity when given the 
chanse when Peter asked her the question " How much did you sell it for"-in that we see her chance of missing GRACE 
and being able to repent.

Blasphemy of the Holy Ghost is the sin that is unto death-because it is the sin that can never be forgiven, neither in this 
world, nor the one to come. 

Apostasy is also another sin that is unto death. If you read 1 John 5:16 in the King James Version, you will see that the s
cripture references to verse 16 are Matt 12:31-33 and Hebrews 6:4-6. Both are chapters that refer to Blasphemy against
the Holy Ghost and Apostasy

 

Re:, on: 2008/4/4 17:04
Hi Dorcas,
On your note you had "Something Missing". The second half of Heb 11:6. 
Heb 11:6
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewar
der of them that diligently seek him.
KJV

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2008/4/4 22:34
If we are born again by the Spirit of Christ, how can God abort His own Son in the believer and send Him to death?

There is no sin unto death for those that are in Christ Jesus.

Rom 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

Either Christs sacrifice is not good enough and being born again is just words and we don't have The Holy Spirit dwelling
in us forever and the Father does not make His abode with us by His Sons sacrifice, death, resurrection, ascended to
the Father and come back in the flesh of those chosen to believe that the Father has given Jesus Christ as His own is a
false assumption, OR  all that which is said by Paul and John is true and is in effect in the believer and we are as Christ
is in this world.  It is in Him in whom we live and move and have our being.

We are son's of God and He will not kill his own son's anymore especially His only begotten Son who now lives in the
believing sons.

Jhn 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,  to them that believe on his 
name:

Rom 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

Rom 8:19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.

Phl 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perver
se nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
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1Jo 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: there
fore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

1Jo 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he s
hall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

Law:  Eze 33:11 Say unto them,  I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wi
cked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 

Grace by faith for His Pleasure:

Eph 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasur
e of his will, 

Eph 1:9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in h
imself: 

Phl 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of  good pleasure. 

2Th 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of  calling, and fulfil all the good 
pleasure of  goodness, and the work of faith with power: 

Hbr 12:10 For they verily for a few days chastened  after their own pleasure; but he for  profit, that  might be partakers of
his holiness.

There is none pleasing to God save One, that is the Christ that is born again in you.

Our only Glory, our only Hope:

Colossians 1:26-29  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest t
o his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which i
s Christ in you, the hope of glory:  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we 
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worket
h in me mightily.

In Christ: Phillip

  

Re: God's grace runs out, on: 2008/4/5 7:32

In psalm1's thread on p14,  (https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id22804&forum35) Was 
Wigglesworth serious? he posts the following extract:

'Bible Reading-Acts 5:1-20.

Notice this expression that the Lord gives of the Gospel message-"the words of this life." It is the most wonderful life pos
sible-the life of faith in the Son of God. This is the life where God is all the time. He is round about and He is within. It is t
he life of many revelations and of many manifestations of God's Holy Spirit, a life in which the Lord is continually seen, k
nown, felt and heard. It is a life without death, for "we have passed from death unto life." The very life of God has come 
within us. Where that life is within in its fullness, disease cannot exist. It would take me a month to tell out what there is i
n this wonderful life. Everyone can go in and possess and be possessed by this life.

Page 9/22



Scriptures and Doctrine :: God's grace runs out.

It is possible for you to be within the vicinity of this life and yet miss it. It is possible for you to be in a place where God is 
pouring out His Spirit and yet miss the blessing that God is so willing to bestow. It all comes through shortness of revelat
ion and through a misunderstanding of the infinite grace of God, and of the "God of all grace," who is willing to give to all
who will reach out the hand of faith. This life that He freely bestows is a gift. Some think they have to earn it and they mi
ss the whole thing. Oh, for a simple faith to receive all that God so lavishly offers. You can never be ordinary from the da
y you receive this life from above. You become extraordinary, filled with the extraordinary power of our extraordinary Go
d.'

I have to agree.

To BlazedbyGod's post, listing biblical worst case scenarios, and to moe_mac, I believe Wigglesworth explains how the l
ife of a believer should work.

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, and cannot be decieved, as Ananias and Sapphira attempted to do.

The invitation to be being filled with the Holy Ghost (Eph 5:18, for instance) does seem to leave room to be filled with oth
er things.  We know from what Jesus said, that it is from the heart that a man is defiled, and of the abundance of the hea
rt, the mouth speaks (the mind thinks).  This is why renewing of the mind is vital for a Christian to proceed towards inner 
habits of Christ-likeness.

Romans 5
1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is give
n unto us.
6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.
8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life.
11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonemen
t. 

v 2 we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand

Romans 1:17
'... the just shall live by faith...'  

(Hab 2:4  Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him:
but the just shall live by his faith.)
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Re: God's grace runs out, on: 2008/4/5 7:52

Hi Mike (reformer),

If it's not clear by now, I don't believe there is ever a shortness of God's grace.  The shortness is on man's side, to
believe Him, and be available to receive all that His grace is able to make good in our experience.

An important part of having faith (believing), is being faithful (continuing to believe), and this is what many people stick at
when they come to something which challenges their level of trust in God.  God intends us to do a quick calculation in ou
r heads based on what we know of Him when we look around at creation (Rom 1:19, 20 and Acts 14:15 - 17), and to con
clude that He is able, and without missing a step or a heartbeat, to keep trusting Him.  In this way, faith keeps the door o
pen for grace to keep flooding in.

I guess I'm saying that where you find a shortage of grace, you will also find unbelief.  Someone has decided to rest their
decision about how to proceed, not on what God is able to do, but on whether they are willing to look to Him to make up 
their shortcoming.

In my view, this is one reason Heb 10:14's use of the word 'perfected' (meaning completed), is a key to laying hold thro
ugh the Holy Spirit, of God's view of what is available to believers.  Unless we begin to apprehend His acceptance of Chr
ist's sacrifice, we will continue to look at our own efforts with justifyable doubt.  Salvation doesn't work because of our do
ubt.  It works because of His faith, which we access when we begin to believe in Him.

Galatians 2
16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have belie
ved in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the work
s of the law shall no flesh be justified.
17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of s
in? God forbid.
18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.
19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.
20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. 

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2008/4/6 3:27
""If it's not clear by now, I don't believe there is ever a shortness of God's grace. The shortness is on man's side, to belie
ve Him, and be available to receive all that His grace is able to make good in our experience.""

Amen Linn,

The Cross was not conditional Grace on Gods part.
That Cross was for the sin of the whole world.
It is for man to believe it and he will be saved.
Who does believe?  It is only by the Grace of God that any believe.  This is God's choice, ah oh, I said a bad thing.  Sorr
y, back to Grace.  If Grace is conditional then it is up to us to be saved and work out our salvation by our own works.
Use it or loose it.  

That is not the Grace of God, it is the conditional Grace of Man by his own belief in himself, that is the knowledge of Goo
d and Evil, which put the whole human race in the mess it is in now.  God knowing this before he even created Adam by 
the One that was the most powerful and closest to God, with all the attributes of God that was give him, even the greate
st angle ever created failed to stay in God's Love.  So Grace was already in the plan of God and that Grace was Jesus C
hrist and His cross.  This Grace is complete and final, it is the Grace of God, pure and undeniable in it effect on man.  Pu
re Grace is not conditional and man since it came has been trying to take the Law of the Kingdom which is Israel's legac
y and will still be the working out of the promises God made to them.  Christ offered the kingdom to them and they refus
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ed, but God's four covenants are still going to happen to Israel as a nation.  Abrahamic covenant, Mosaic covenant, Davi
dic covenant and the covenant of promise that God tried to show Israel when Christ offered "the Kingdom of Heaven is a
t hand",  This was the keeping of God and what He promised Israel, they would rule the world, inherit the Land and they 
would be God's people on this earth.

That all was put aside after being offered even a final time in Acts after the Messiah was already killed.  The final offer w
as rejected in Acts 28:25-29  And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken o
ne word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Heari
ng ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: For the heart of this people is wax
ed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and he
ar with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. Be it known therefo
re unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. And when he had said these wo
rds, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among themselves.

Some believed and the rest did not, and for Israel to be saved as a whole, it would take the Sanhedrin and the whole nat
ion to believe.  Those that did believe are no longer Jews.  They are Christian son's of God in Christ Jesus.

The Church has taken the promises of God to Israel and put them into the mix and in keeping the covenants and looking
for the promises of God they have neglected to receive the great beauty and promise of the birthing of Christ in the belie
ver and so making Christ Body His Church under pure grace become a commingled law and grace, a man operated reli
gious organization which has missed out on God's plan for the Bride of Christ, His Church not ours.

Pure Grace, that is Gods Grace will never run out, the price was to high to impune it and cheapen it by our good behavio
r, which is nothing to God.  Only Christ is pleasing to God and He that is in us thats what make us pleasing to the Father
.
There is nothing we do or can do that is pleasing to God, only Christ in you the Hope of Glory.

Thanks Linn, you are so right, Gods Grace will never run out.

Ephesians 2:4-10  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit t
ogether in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in 
his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is th
e gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good w
orks, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

In the Grace of Jesus Christ, Gods only Begotten Son:  Phillip

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/7 10:16
Are there any examples in the Bible where God killed someone and we know that they were justified before God and not
in rebellion?  Or that we know "went to heaven?"  Other than Jesus of course...

Nearly all the examples that come to my mind are people that were in rebellion to God.

Re: God's grace runs out, on: 2008/4/7 12:07

PreachParsly asked

Quote:
-------------------------Are there any examples in the Bible where God killed someone and we know that they were justified before God and not in rebellion
? Or that we know "went to heaven?" Other than Jesus of course...
-------------------------
I am reminded of Ron Bailey's comment in this old thread:

(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?modeviewtopic&topic_id5978&forum36&start20&viewmod
eflat&order0) Did Moses see God?
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Here is the end of his last post on that page:

'I don't know whether it is being used figuratively or literally of Moses, but the impression is of virility and life rather than 
an old man ready to lie down for his last sleep. We need to remember too that the 'exodus' generation were the recipient
s of some extraordinary blessings;

Deut. 29:5 And I have led you forty years in the wilderness: your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is no
t waxen old upon thy foot. 

Psa. 105:37 He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes. 

It might appear from this that all the hundreds of thousands who died in the wilderness did not die of 'natural causes' but 
as a result of God's timed executions?'

Might this apply to Aaron also?

Not in the exact same category, but considering the faith of Mary and Martha, how do we read the (first) death of Lazaru
s?

Just a few thoughts.

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2008/4/8 1:55
First why the question?

""Are there any examples in the Bible where God killed someone and we know that they were justified before God and n
ot in rebellion? Or that we know "went to heaven?" Other than Jesus of course""

Act 9:16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

I think Paul was justified.  Even unto his death.

And Peter, Phillip, and even others for Christs Name Sake.

Were we not all crucified with Christ.

Galatians 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now liv
e in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

1Pe 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy. 

Rom 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?

In Christ: Phillip
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Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 10:56

Quote:
-------------------------First why the question?
-------------------------

I was thinking that if there are no examples of God killing someone that we know was justified before God then that woul
d show that God doesn't kill believers and "take them to heaven early."

Quote:
-------------------------""Are there any examples in the Bible where God killed someone and we know that they were justified before God and not in rebelli
on? Or that we know "went to heaven?" Other than Jesus of course""

Act 9:16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

I think Paul was justified. Even unto his death.

And Peter, Phillip, and even others for Christs Name Sake.
-------------------------

I don't believe God struck those men dead.  I don't think suffering according to the will of God is the same as God killing 
you. 

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 11:08
Here are a few people that come to mind that God killed.
-----------

Lev 10:1	And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense
thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not.
Lev 10:2	And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.

Num 16:20   	 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
Num 16:21   	Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.
Num 16:32   	And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that  unto Kor
ah, and all  goods.

Act 12:21   	 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them.
Act 12:22   	And the people gave a shout,  the voice of a god, and not of a man.
Act 12:23   	And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of 
worms, and gave up the ghost.

There is more..

Re:  God's grace runs out, on: 2008/4/8 11:53

Hi Josh,

So... you don't go with Ron Bailey's suggestion of 
Quote:
-------------------------timed executions
-------------------------
expounded more fully on p2 in his post which I quoted? ... Moses?
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Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 12:36

Quote:
-------------------------expounded more fully on p2 in his post which I quoted? ... Moses?
-------------------------

Moses is an interesting example.  I'll think about it more but I don't see it to be quite the same as the thought that God wi
ll kill a believer if they stay in persistent sin- and we are sure that they really are justified before God.   Moses did sin and
surely the reason he didn't enter the promise land was because of that, but I don't think that example lines up with MacA
rthur's definition of this doctrine unless we say that Moses persisted in this sin.  But then again... my below examples do
n't really show someone persisting in sin, but one act.

Quote:
-------------------------
reformer wrote:
1 John 5:16-17 
"If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to de
ath. There is a sin leading to death;  I do not say the he should not make request for this. All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to d
eath."

John Macarthur: "Such a sin could be any premeditated and unconfessed sin that causes the Lord to determine to end a believer's life. It is not one par
ticular sin like homosexuality or lying, but whatever sin is the final one in the tolerance of God. Failure to repent of and forsake sin may eventually lead 
to physical death as a judgment of God."
-------------------------

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 12:49

Quote:
------------------------- It is not one particular sin like homosexuality or lying, but whatever sin is the final one in the tolerance of God.
-------------------------

Rereading it his definition does allow for it to be one sin..

Re: God's grace runs out, on: 2008/4/8 12:59

Hi Josh,

I think we need to be very careful to separate the Old and New Covenant dispensations, for without doubt, despite his
sin, Moses was justified by faith, and we know he is alive because he appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration with
Jesus.

But for the 'believer' since Pentecost, there is ample in the New Testament about faith, including 'the just shall live by
faith', which makes the faith of the 'believer' the crucial factor.  Yes, it is faith in His death, that in His life we are being
and will be raised.

So... where is the room for McArthur's fuzzy, oxymoronic definition of the mindset he is willing to attribute to some
'believers'.

Those who call themselves Christians bear a huge responsibility to be in Christ.  There can be unconfessed sin, but if thi
s is not part of their lifestyle anymore, it is not nearly in the same category as 'premeditated' or persistent sin, whose live
s show no submission to the word of God, or attempts to drag that sin into the captivity of the obedience of Christ.

I can think of several public figures, the impact of whose fearless mockery of truth, was, I believe, contributory to their ea
rly demise.  I'm not going to name them.  But, they have in common that they themselves were party to productions whic
h either denied God by default, or made light of truth and death.  One would never have believed they were Christians, e
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ven if they protested it vociferously.

I feel McArthur's use of the term 'believer' is unwarranted, because anyone who dies outside of God's grace, cannot be b
elieving.

Do you see what I'm getting at?

It is the operation of faith which opens God's grace to us, and we stand in His grace, because we believe...

 

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 12:59
Dorcas,

Since you don't believe 1 John is talking about God judging a believer by physical death, do you think that doctrine is ex
plicitly taught anywhere else or just implied? 

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 13:02

Quote:
-------------------------
Do you see what I'm getting at?
-------------------------

Ah, we posted at the same time.  Yes, I agree with you.

Re: God's grace runs out, on: 2008/4/8 13:18

Josh asked,

Quote:
-------------------------do you think that doctrine is explicitly taught anywhere else or just implied? 
-------------------------
I don't think it's implied at all.  We have no record of anyone being struck dead or swallowed up by the earth in the New 
Testament.  As Peter in particular emphasises, these historical events are mentioned for our admonition.  We ignore the
m at our own spiritual peril.

I believe the New Testament exhibits very little fear of physical death.  Dying was seen in the context of faith, an event b
y which one was proved true, rather than proved a failure.

Failures don't get to die, necessarily, because they are busy trying to evade physical suffering, compromising, showing t
hemselves unworthy to bear Christ's name.  This is why the many calls to repentance, early in Revelation.

I believe the death to which John is referring, is eternal death; that it is clearly laid out in Mark's gospel (3:30) - the sin w
hich cannot be forgiven, is blasphemy against the Holy Ghost.

Matthew 12:32
And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the H
oly Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.  

'neither in the world to come' is an interesting clause I have not noticed before.  It seems to be there to block the doctrin
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e which tells folk they can be forgiven after death, or, it operated only until Christ had come...  

I've never heard this discussed... what do you think?

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 14:06

Quote:
-------------------------'neither in the world to come' is an interesting clause I have not noticed before. It seems to be there to block the doctrine which tells 
folk they can be forgiven after death, or, it operated only until Christ had come...

I've never heard this discussed... what do you think?
-------------------------

I think he is saying there is no hope of forgiveness ever- in this age or the age to come.  I know that sounds like a red wa
gon definition*, but I think that is all he means.  

*I once had a teacher tell us not to give definitions like this: Q)What is a red wagon?  A)A wagon that is red.

Quote:
-------------------------We have no record of anyone being struck dead or swallowed up by the earth in the New Testament.
-------------------------

There are a few: Ananias, Sapphira, and Herod. But I don't think they were under God's grace.

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 14:16
Since we are on the topic..

Here are some verses that seem to support John McArthur's view.

1Cr 11:27   	Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink  cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord.
1Cr 11:28   	But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of  bread, and drink of  cup.
1Cr 11:29   	For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lor
d's body.
1Cr 11:30   	For this cause many  weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.
1Cr 11:31   	For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
1Cr 11:32   	But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.
1Cr 11:33   	Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.

Damnation in verse 29 and judged in verse 32 are very similar as YLT points out. The word translated damnation doesn'
t mean eternal hell or condemnation- just judgment. 

29for he who is eating and drinking unworthily, judgment to himself he doth eat and drink -- not discerning the body of th
e Lord.
32and being judged by the Lord, we are chastened, that with the world we may not be condemned;

Do these verses say that they are judged because of this sin, this judgment is God's chastisement, and what this judgme
nt resulted in was some being sick and others dying, yet the end result was that they are not condemned with the world?
 Doesn't God only chastise his own sons?
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I think these verses hold a lot more weight for that doctrine that 1 John. 

Re: God's grace runs out, on: 2008/4/8 14:23

Hi Josh,

I have never thought of either Ananias or Sapphira being struck dead.  I thought they died from fright at being found out
by God.

Whereas, the young man who touched the Ark of the Covenant was struck down by God.

Quote:
-------------------------Herod
-------------------------
Remind me, please?

Quote:
-------------------------a red wagon definition
-------------------------
;-)

Yeah.  God keeps it simple.

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 14:29
Act 12:21 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them.
Act 12:22 And the people gave a shout,  the voice of a god, and not of a man.
Act 12:23 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of w
orms, and gave up the ghost.

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2008/4/8 14:32

Quote:
-------------------------I have never thought of either Ananias or Sapphira being struck dead. I thought they died from fright at being found out by God.
-------------------------

That's interesting because I had never thought that before.  :-D 

Re: - posted by BlazedbyGod, on: 2008/4/8 17:17
1 John 5:16 is talking about a believer seeing another believer committing an sin not unto death, and also about the sin
that is unto death. 

The whole verse speaks of believers. However, "death" in verse 16 applies or implicates hell (not just simply dying in the
flesh)

Here is the greek word "death" in 1 John 5:16:
Thanatos
the death of the body 
that separation (whether natural or violent) of the soul and the body by which the life on earth is ended with the implied 
idea of future misery in hell
the power of death since the nether world, the abode of the dead, was conceived as being very dark, it is equivalent to t
he region of thickest darkness i.e. figuratively, a region enveloped in the darkness of ignorance and sin metaph., the loss
of that life which alone is worthy of the name, 
the misery of the soul arising from sin, which begins on earth but lasts and increases after the death of the body in hell t
he miserable state of the wicked dead in hell in the widest sense, death comprising all the miseries arising from sin, as 
well physical death as the loss of a life consecrated to God and blessed in him on earth, to be followed by wretc
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hedness in hell (http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/grk.cgi?number2288&versionkjv) "Death" In 1 John 5:16

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2008/4/9 5:05
1 John 5:17-21  All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. We know that whosoever is born of God sin
neth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. And we know that we ar
e of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an und
erstanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the tru
e God, and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

Born of God, can not sin because of the birthed one in Him, Christ cannot sin.  This sin unto death is not for believers.  T
hink about it, if I don't believe I cannot be born again and the sinless one is not birthed in me, original sin applies and all 
personal sin, this is unto death.    

Those that are born again don't in because of the sinless one in us, this is the sin of Adam that we cannot commit anym
ore, the sin's of the flesh we can and have an advocate with the Father Jesus Christ, if we confess the sins' of the flesh 
God the Father is faithful and Just, (why?), Because of The Cross of Christ.  Then He even cleanses us from all unrighte
ousness because of Christs Seed that is in us, that Seed will not be aborted because of Gods great Love for His birthed 
sons'.

John 3:14-19  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That who
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begott
en Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the w
orld to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: b
ut he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of Go
d. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because thei
r deeds were evil.

The sin unto death.

In Christ:Phillip

Re: - posted by BlazedbyGod, on: 2008/4/9 8:09

Quote:
-------------------------
Christinyou wrote:
1 John 5:17-21  All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begott
en of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. And we k
now that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his So
n Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

Born of God, can not sin because of the birthed one in Him, Christ cannot sin.  This sin unto death is not for believers.  Think about it, if I don't believe I
cannot be born again and the sinless one is not birthed in me, original sin applies and all personal sin, this is unto death.    

Those that are born again don't in because of the sinless one in us, this is the sin of Adam that we cannot commit anymore, the sin's of the flesh we ca
n and have an advocate with the Father Jesus Christ, if we confess the sins' of the flesh God the Father is faithful and Just, (why?), Because of The Cr
oss of Christ.  Then He even cleanses us from all unrighteousness because of Christs Seed that is in us, that Seed will not be aborted because of God
s great Love for His birthed sons'.

John 3:14-19  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth o
n him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

The sin unto death.

In Christ:Phillip
-------------------------

Unbelievers are ALREADY dead-simply because they believe not. They are ALREADY condemned because they believ
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e not-they do not have to committ any single or specific act of sin to be damned-because in their present state of simply 
not being born-again they come into this world damned. 

1 John 5:16 is about believers-not non-believers. It is about a brother (one in the faith) seeing another brother committ th
e sin that is NOT unto death, or the sin that is unto death. A brother can only be a person that is a part of the faith. 

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2008/4/9 14:05
This is such an complicated scripture and with such diversity of opinions, that I have given Albert Barnes my vote in his 
opinion which as He states, There is no proof.  In his words, "It cannot be shown."

Albert Barnes' Notes on the Bible
1Jo 5:16
Verse 16. If a man see his brother sin a sin, etc. From the general assurance that God hears prayer, the apostle turns to
a particular case in which it may be benevolently and effectually employed, in rescuing a brother from death. There has 
been great diversity of opinion in, regard to the meaning of this passage, and the views of expositors of the New Testam
ent are by no means settled as to its true sense. It does not comport with the design of these Notes to examine the opini
ons which have been held in detail. A bare reference, however, to some of them will show the difficulty of determining wi
th certainty what the passage means, and the impropriety of any very great confidence in one's own judgment in the cas
e. Among these opinions are the following. Some have supposed that the sin against the Holy Ghost is intended; some t
hat the phrase denotes any great and enormous sin, as murder, idolatry, adultery; some that it denotes some sin that wa
s punishable by death by the laws of Moses; some that it denotes a sin that subjected the offender to excommunication f
rom the synagogue or the church; some that it refers to sins which brought fatal disease upon the offender, as in the cas
e of those who abused the Lord's Supper at Corinth, (Cmt. on 1Co 11:30;) some that it refers to crimes committed again
st the laws, for which the offender was sentenced to death, meaning that when the charge alleged was false, and the co
ndemnation unjust, they ought to pray for the one who was condemned to death, and that he would be spared; but that 
when the offence was one which had been really committed, and the offender deserved to die, they ought not to pray for
him, or, in other words, that by "the sin unto death," offences against the civil law are referred to, which the magistrate h
ad no power to pardon, and the punishment of which he could not commute; and by the "sin not unto death," offences ar
e referred to which might be pardoned, and when the punishment might be commuted; some that it refers to sins before 
and after baptism, the former of which might be pardoned, but the latter of which might not be; and some, and perhaps t
his is the common opinion among the Roman Catholics, that it refers to sins that might or might not be pardoned after de
ath, thus referring to the doctrine of purgatory. These various opinions may be seen stated more at length in Rosenmulle
r, Lucke, Pool, (Synopsis,) and Clarke, in loc. To go into an examination of all these opinions would require a volume by 
itself, and all that can be done here is to furnish what seems to me to be the fair exposition of the passage. The word bro
ther may refer either to a member of the church, whether of the particular church to which one was attached or to anothe
r, or it may be used in the larger sense which is common as denoting a fellow-man, a member of the great family of man
kind. There is nothing in the word which necessarily limits it to one in the church; there is nothing in the connexion, or in t
he reason assigned, why what is said should be limited to such an one. The duty here enjoined would be the same whet
her the person referred to was in the church or not; for it is our duty to pray for those who sin, and to seek the salvation o
f those whom we see to be going astray, and to be in danger of ruin, wherever they are, or whoever they may be. At the 
same time, the correct interpretation of the passage does not depend on determining whether the word brother refers to 
one who is a professed Christian or not.
A sin which is not unto death. The great question in the interpretation of the whole passage is, what is meant by the "sin 
unto death." The Greek (amartia proV qanaton) would mean properly a in which tends to death; which would terminate i
n death; of which death was the penalty, or would be the result, unless it were arrested a sin which, if it had its own cour
se, would terminate thus, am we should speak of a disease "unto death." Comp. Joh 11:4. The word death is used in thr
ee significations in the New Testament, and as employed here might, so far as the word is concerned, be applied in any 
one of those senses. It is used to denote

(a.) literally the death of the body;

(b.) spiritual death, or death "in trespasses and sin," Eph 2:1;

(c.) the "second death," death in the world of woe and despair. If the sin here mentioned refers to temporal death, it mea
ns such a sin that temporal death, must inevitably follow, either by the disease which it has produced, or by a judicial se
ntence where there was no hope of pardon or of a commutation of the punishment; if it refers to death in the future world
, the "second death", then it means such a sin as is unpardonable. That this last is the reference here seems to me to be
probable, if not clear, from the following considerations:
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(1.) There is such a sin referred to in the New Testament, a sin for which there is forgiveness "neither in this life nor the li
fe to come." Cmt. on Mt 12:31. Comp. Mr 3:29. If there is such a sin, there is no impropriety in supposing that John woul
d refer to it here.

(2.) This is the obvious interpretation. It is that which would occur to the mass of the readers of the New Testament, and 
which it is presumed they do adopt; and this in general, is one of the best means of ascertaining the sons of a passage i
n the Bible.

(3.) The other significations attached to the word death, would be quite inappropriate here.

(a.) It cannot mean "unto spiritual death," that is, to a continuance in sin, for how could that be known? and if such a cas
e occurred, why would it be improper to pray for it? Besides, the phrase "a sin unto spiritual death," or "unto continuance
in sin," is one that is unmeaning.

(b.) It cannot be shown to refer to a disease that should be unto death, miraculously inflicted on account of sin, because,
if such cases occurred, they were very rare, and even if a disease came upon a man miraculously in consequence of sin
, it could not be certainly known whether it was, or was not, unto death. All who were visited in this way did not certainly 
die. Comp. 1Co 5:4-5, with 2Co 2:6-7. See also 1Co 11:30.

(c.) It cannot be shown that it refers to the case of those who were condemned by the civil magistrate to death, and for w
hom there was no hope of reprieve or pardon, for it is not certain that there were such cases; and if there were, and the 
person condemned were innocent, there was every reason to pray that God would interpose and save them, even when 
there was no hope from man; and if they were guilty, and deserved to die, there was no reason why they should not pray
that the sin might be forgiven, and that they might be prepared to die, unless it were a case where the sin was unpardon
able. It seems probable, therefore, to me, that the reference here is to the sin against the Holy Ghost, and that John mea
ns here to illustrate the duty and the power of prayer, by showing that for any sin short of that, however aggravated, it w
as their duty to pray that a brother might be forgiven. Though it might not be easy to determine what was the unpardona
ble sin, and John does not say that those to whom he wrote could determine that with certainty, yet there were many sin
s which were manifestly not of that aggravated character, and for those sins it was proper to pray. There was clearly but 
one sin that was unpardonable--" there is a sin unto death;" there might be many which were not of this description, and 
in relation to them there was ample scope for the exercise of the prayer of faith. The same thing is true now. It is not eas
y to define the unpardonable sin, and it is impossible far us to determine in any case with absolute certainty that a man h
as committed it. But there are multitudes of sins which men commit, which on no proper interpretation of the passages r
especting the sin which "hath never forgiveness," can come under the description of that sin, and for which it is proper, t
herefore, to pray that they may be pardoned. We know of cases enough where sin may be forgiven; and, without allowin
g the mind to be disturbed about the question respecting the unpardonable sin, it is our duty to bear such cases on our h
earts before God, and to plead with him that our erring brethren may be saved.

He shall ask. That is, he shall pray that the offender may be brought to true repentance, and may be saved.

And he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. That is, God shall give life, and he shall be saved from the ete
rnal death to which he was exposed. This, it is said, would be given to "him" who offers the prayer; that is, his prayer wo
uld be the means of saving the offending brother. What a motive is this to prayer! How faithful and constant should we b
e in pleading for our fellow-sinners, that we may be instrumental in saving their souls! What joy will await those in heave
n who shall see there many who were rescued from ruin in answer to their prayers! Comp. Cmt. on Jas 5:15, Cmt. on Ja
s 5:19.

There is a sin unto death. A sin which is of such a character that it throws the offender beyond the reach of mercy, and 
which is not to be pardoned. See Mr 3:28-29. The apostle does not here say what that sin is; nor how they might know w
hat it is; nor even that in any case they could determine that it had been committed. He merely says that there is such a 
sin, and that he, does not design that his remark about the efficacy of prayer should be understood as extending to that.

I do not say that he shall pray for it. "I do not intend that my remark shall be extended to all sin, or mean to affirm that all 
possible forms of guilt are the proper subjects of prayer, for I am aware that there is one sin which is an exception, and 
my remark is not to be applied to that." He does not say that this sin was of common occurrence: or that they could know
when it had been committed; or even that a case could ever occur in which they could determine that; he merely says th
at in respect to that sin he did not say that prayer should be offered. It is indeed implied in a most delicate way that it wo
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uld not be proper to pray for the forgiveness of such a sin, but he does not say that a case would ever happen in which t
hey would know certainly that the sin had been committed. There were instances in the times of the prophets in which th
e sin of the people became so universal and so aggravated, that they were forbidden to pray for them. Isa 14:11, "Then 
said the Lord unto me, Pray not for this people for their good;" Isa 15:1, "Then said the Lord unto me, Though Moses an
d Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people; cast them out of my sight, and let them go forth
." Comp. Cmt. on Isa 1:15. But these were cases in which the prophets were directly instructed by God not to pray for a 
people. We have no such instruction; and it may be said now with truth, that as we can never be certain respecting any 
one that he has committed the unpardonable sin, there is no one for whom we may not with propriety pray. There may b
e those who are so far gone in sin that there may seem to be little, or almost no ground of hope. They may have cast off 
all the restraints of religion, of morality, of decency; they may disregard all the counsels of parents and friends; they may
be sceptical, sensual, profane; they may be the companions of infidels and of mockers; they may have forsaken the san
ctuary, and learned to despise the sabbath; they may have been professors of religion, and now may have renounced th
e faith of the gospel altogether, but still, while there is life it is our duty to pray for them, "if peradventure God will give the
m repentance to the acknowledging of the truth," 2Ti 2:26. "All things are possible with God;" and he has reclaimed offen
ders more hardened, probably, than any that we have known, and has demonstrated that there is no form of depravity w
hich he has not the power to subdue. Let us remember the cases of Manasseh, of Saul of Tarsus, of Augustine, of Buny
an, of Newton, of tens of thousands who have been reclaimed from the vilest forms of iniquity, and then let us never des
pair of the conversion of any, in answer to prayer, who may have gone astray, as long as they are in this world of probati
on and of hope. Let no parent despair who has an abandoned son; let no wife cease to pray who has a dissipated husba
nd. How many a prodigal son has come back to fill with happiness an aged parent's heart! How many a dissipated husb
and has been reformed to give joy again to the wife of his youth, and to make a paradise again of his miserable home!

{a} "unto death" Mt 12:31-32
{b} "not say" Jer 7:16
{*} "it" "that"  

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2008/4/9 14:12
So, in my simple opinion,  This sin unto death is that The Holy Spirit is a liar and that Jesus Christ is of the devil.  This ce
rtainly is a sin unto death, both spiritual and eternal.

Edit:  I must also add, all other sin is forgivable or the efficacy of the blood is not good enough, and we are responsible f
or; (no forgiveness of sin), which was accomplished on the Cross and is complete.

In Christ: Phillip
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