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Written by Oswald J. Smith
Why did the Lord Jesus conceal the Secret Rapture in Matthew twenty-four? How are we to explain the silence of the
Church for centuries concerning it? What about the passages that have been used to support it? Have we been lulling
the Church into a false security? Are there any outstanding Christian leaders who believe that the Church will go through
the Great Tribulation?
In my first book on Prophecy I asked the questions: "Will the Church pass through the Tribulation or be raptured out of
it?" In answering I made this statement: "I have always held the view that the Rapture precedes the Revelation by some
seven years, and that the Church, therefore, will not go through the Tribulation, but I do not want to be dogmatic about it
and, if God should reveal the contrary to me, I will gladly accept it". Hence, you see, I did not approach the subject with
my mind closed to new light and my heart already prejudiced. I was open to whatever God might reveal.
Now, after years of study and prayer, I am absolutely convinced that there will be no rapture before the Tribulation, but
that the Church will undoubtedly be called upon to face the Antichrist, and that Christ will come at the close and not at
the beginning of that awful period. I believed the other theory simply because I was taught it by W. E. Blackstone in his
book "Jesus is Coming," the Scofield Reference Bible and Prophetic Conferences and Bible Schools; but when I began
to search the Scriptures for myself I discovered that there is not a single verse in the Bible that upholds the
pre-tribulation theory, but that the uniform teaching of the Word of God is of a post-tribulation Rapture: pre-millennial
always. Everywhere pre-millennial, but post-tribulation.
My First Awakening
My first awakening to this important truth came one day in 1925, when I was spending a few days in a cottage at Stoney
Lake, Ontario. One of my neighbors, Frank Edmonds by name, simply made the suggestion to me. I opposed it at once.
"Why," I exclaimed, "however could that be? What about the Scriptures? The teaching of a pre-tribulation Rapture is
clear and indisputable." But he quietly affirmed that I was wrong and emphasized the truth concerning the Last Trump.
Of course, I was not convinced. I almost ridiculed the very idea of such a possibility. And there the matter rested.
One day, in the early twenties, I began preaching on Prophecy. I had taken my people through Daniel without difficulty.
Then came Mark 13. Luke 21, and Matthew 24 and 25. But. lo and behold, no sooner had I started on Matthew 24 than I
got into trouble. I had announced that I would deal with Matthew 24 at the next service. Hundreds had gathered. I was in
a maze, for I was perplexed. So I took a verse here and there through the chapter and thus satisfied the people for that
hour at least. But now the next meeting was coming. What was I to say?
I need not point out that there is no pretribulation Rapture in Matthew 24. The Second Coming is unmistakably placed
"immediately after the Tribulation" (verse 29), and I was forced to the conclusion that if the Rapture was to be Â‘before"
the Tribulation, the Lord Jesus Christ would certainly have given some hint of it at least. He was dealing with the
End-Time of the Age. It is unthinkable that He would have spoken so minutely of the Tribulation without stating that the
Church would escape. Instead, He purposely led His hearers to the belief that His followers would be in it. Hence, I was
staggered, nor could I honestly defend my previous position.
So, when I again faced the people, I said sufficient to let them know that I questioned my former stand and saw
evidence of a post-tribulation Rapture. For, as I read Matthew 24 and 25, I saw that many things, as prophesied by the
Lord Jesus Christ, simply had to take place before Jesus could come, namely: "All these things" (verse 33), especially
the prediction regarding the preaching of the Gospel. See Mark 13:10, and note the significance of the word "first". Thus,
since GodÂ’s future program could not be set aside, there could be no "any moment expectation" of ChristÂ’s Return.
We are to watch, watch as prophecy after prophecy is fulfilled, ever looking forward to His Appearing; and, in the
End-Time, to watch as never before, and to always be ready, for none can ever know how quickly the events predicted
might come to pass and Christ return.
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My "Any Moment" Theory
Then followed the next step. There came into my hands a copy of a book by Dr. Henry W. Frost, then the Home Director
of the China Inland Mission. It was entitled "Matthew 24 and the Revelation," a volume of over 300 pages. I fairly
devoured it. Portions of it I read through twice. It was most conclusive in its arguments for a post-tribulation Rapture.
About the same time I got hold of a book by James H. McConkey, called "The Book of Revelation," and
anotherÂ—perhaps the best of allÂ—by Edmund Shackleton (England), entitled "Will the Church Escape the Great
Tribulation?" Before I had read them through I was firmly convinced that there would be no Rapture before the
Tribulation, and that I had done wrong in promising the Church an escape instead of preparing her for the terrible ordeal
that must most surely be awaited. My "any moment" theory could not be sustained. In fact, the very first statement in the
latter book, which was written about 1890, amazed me beyond measure and I was fairly staggered as I grasped its
significance. Let me quote it verbatim:
All who held the pre-millennial Coming of Christ were, till about sixty years ago, of one mind on the subject. About that
time a new view was promulgated that the Coming of Christ was not one event, but that it was divided into stages, in
fact, that Christ comes twice from heaven to earth, but the first time only as far as the air. This first descent, it is said, will
be for the purpose of removing the Church from the world, and will occur before the Great Tribulation under Antichrist.
This they call "The coming for His saints" or "Secret Rapture." The second part of the Coming is said to take place when
Christ appears in glory and destroys the Antichrist. This they call "The coming with His saints."
Apart from the test of the Word, which is the only final one, there are certain reasons why this doctrine should be viewed
with suspicion. It appears to be little more than sixty years old; and it seems highly improbable that. if scriptural it could
have escaped the scrutiny of the many devoted Bible students whose writings have been preserved to us from the past.
More especially in the writings of the early Christian fathers would we expect to find some notice of this doctrine, if it had
been taught by the Apostles; but those who have their works declare that they betray no knowledge of a theory that the
Church would escape the Tribulation under Antichrist, or that there would be any "coming" except that spoken of in
Matthew 24, as occurring in manifest glory "after the Tribulation." This is all the more significant, because these writers
bestowed much attention upon the subject of the Antichrist and the Great Tribulation. Augustine, referring to Daniel 7,
wrote: "But he who reads this passage even half asleep cannot fail to see that the kingdom of Antichrist shall fiercely,
though for a short time, assail the Church."
Then when I remembered that the death of Peter, his prediction of corruption and apostasy after his decease, the death
of Paul, and many other events had to occur before the RaptureÂ—especially the evangelization of the world (Mark
13:10 and Matt. 24:14)Â—my "any moment" theory took wings and fled.
Last of all, I ran across "The Great TribulationÂ—The ChurchÂ’s Supreme Test" by John B. Scruby, the most
convincing; the most unanswerable of all. It deals with every point minutely and proves conclusively that the Tribulation
precedes the Rapture.
Recently I got hold of that remarkable book "Tribulation to Glory" by H. A. Baker. in which he wrote: "For eighteen
centuries the fundamental principle of tribulation to glory was the universal belief of the truly born-again members of the
Church", and then he goes on to show that the new pre-tribulation rapture teaching was first proclaimed as a direct
revelation by a woman in Edward IrvingÂ’s church, and then taken up by John Nelson Darby (and the Scofield
Reference Bible) in direct contradiction to the teaching of the Church for eighteen hundred years.
"Beginning with the Irvingite woman, then propagated by John N. Darby about 1830, this new Â‘spirit-inspiredÂ’ doctrine
during the last century has come down to us until it has become popular. George Muller opposed it; so did Benjamin
Wills Newton; so did Dr. S. P. Tregelles and other Brethren, but all in vain." But now, thank God, large numbers of our
leading Bible Teachers are coming back to the original position.
GodÂ’s Word
I discovered that no time element is ever mentioned so far as the Rapture is concerned, except as it is related to the
Resurrection. And that the Resurrection is always placed at the time of the sounding of the Last Trump (1 Cor.
15:51-54). This Trump, without doubt, closes the Tribulation. There is no eighth. The saints are rewarded (Rev. 11:18).
The "mystery of God", is then finished, there is time (delay) no longer (Rev. 10:6 and 7), and the Resurrection, of course,

Page 2/7

Articles and Sermons :: Tribulation or Rapture - Which? by Oswald J. Smith

immediately precedes the Rapture (1 Thess. 4:16).
Naturally, I thought of 2 Thessalonians 2:7: "he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way". But then I
learned from the Greek that the second "he" is the Antichrist, and that the Greek does not say "taken out of the way," but
"revealed in the midst," or, "born out of the midst." In other words, lawlessness will be restrained until the appointed time
for the lawless one, the Antichrist, to appear. There is no mention of the Holy Spirit at all. That is a Scofield Bible
assumption. The Holy Spirit and the Church remain to the end of the Age.
Then, too. I thought of Luke 21:36 and of Revelation 3:10. But Noah, I remembered, "escaped" by preservation. Daniel
"was kept" and protected in the lionÂ’s den. The three Hebrew children were "kept" though in a burning fiery furnace.
None of them were taken out. Rather they were kept, preserved, protected while in, and thus they escaped. Why not the
Church? Note that 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 finds the saints in trouble, in tribulation, and resting only at the close. In fact
the first two chapters of 2 Thessalonians cannot be interpreted in any other way. Chapter two, verse one, is most
explicit. "Now we beseech you, brethren", writes Paul, "by the coming (Revelation) of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering together (the Rapture) unto Him". There is here no separation between the Rapture and the Revelation. The
Coming is the one and only Coming spoken of throughout the two chapters, the Coming described in chapter one,
verses seven and eight.
I learned, too, that the word for "meet" in 1 Thessalonians 4: was only used in two other places, and, in both cases, it
meant "returning with" and not "remaining at" the place of meeting. When the brethren from Rome met Paul, they
immediately returned to the city with him. When the Virgins met the Bridegroom they accompanied Him back to the
wedding. When the saints meet Christ in the Air, as He comes to judge the nations and establish His Kingdom on earth,
they will return with Him. There is no Scripture that says they will remain for some seven years in the Air.
In 1 Thessalonians each chapter closes with a reference to the Second Coming, but no distinction is made. As Christ
descends with His angels after the Tribulation, the saints ascend, and, meeting Him in the Air, turn and continue with
Him back to the earth. How long He remains in the Air, following the meeting with the Church is nowhere revealed. "The
Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints" (1 Thess. 3:13), is unquestionably the Revelation, after the
Tribulation, simply because the words, "with all His saints" are added. But why infer another, a previous Coming, in 1
Thessalonians 4:17 and 1:10, or 5:23? It is all one and the same. There is no Secret Rapture. That theory must be
deliberately read into the passage. There is no Rapture in Revelation until chapter nineteen is reached.
I had been taught that the Greek word "parousia" always referred to the Rapture and that other words were used for the
Coming of Christ in glory after the Tribulation. But I found that this is not true. Parousia is used for the latter, too. See 2
Thessalonians 2:1.
While it is clear that the Church must endure the wrath of the Antichrist, it is certain that the Church will not have to
endure the wrath of God. When His judgments are poured out on the Antichrist and his followers, the Church will be
divinely protected by God even as the Israelites were protected when His wrath was poured upon the EgyptiansÂ—not
by being raptured, but by being kept.
We might go through all the writers of the New Testament, and we would fail to discover any indication of the so-called
"two-stages" of our LordÂ’s Coming. Peter, James and John tell the same story. There is no Scripture for a
pre-tribulation rapture. That theory had to be invented by man. Search and see. There is no verse in the Bible that even
mentions it.
I discovered that nearly all evangelical missionary leaders believe that there must be representatives in the Church of
Christ from every tribe, kindred, tongue and nation, and not just from the so-called civilized world, and that, therefore,
the only way to hasten the Coming of Christ is by evangelizing the remaining unreached peoples of earth. Jesus made it
perfectly clear when He said, "the gospel must first be published among all nations" (Mark 13:10) "and then shall the end
come" (Matt. 24:14). Hence, the greatest incentive to missionary work is the Second Coming of Christ.
Spiritual Preparedness
I am sure that with the true child of God it is not a question of preference but of truth. Does GodÂ’s Word say so? Why
then rebel? Is not His plan best? Besides, what difference does it make so long as we are ready? "Spiritual
Preparedness" is the only important factor after all.
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I wonder if we have been lulling the Church into a false security? Can it be that we have been preaching an easy
escape? Ought we to prepare the Church for the greatest of all ordeals? Should not our teaching harden her for the fires
of the Tribulation? What kind of soldiers are we training? I am afraid that we have been very guilty and that God will
certainly hold us responsible for the type of Christian our preaching is producing. We need men and women today of the
martyr spirit. The test of the Inquisition is coming again and woe betide the pre-millennialists who are not ready. The
Church must be purified in the fires of persecution.
Voices of Others
Now if I were to go into the subject in detail and attempt to deal with the numerous passages, both for and against, I
would simply be overlapping. Others have already done this most ably, far better than I can, and so, if you are really
interested, I would suggest that you secure the books that have been written on the subject and study them prayerfully
and with an open mind before taking sides. A great many have been written by men on both sides of the Atlantic. The
following are among the best that have been published in Great Britain and you may procure most of them from THE
SOVEREIGN GRACE ADVENT TESTIMONY, I DONALD WAY, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 9JB, the organization
that publishes the Post-Tribulation magazine Watching and Waiting, edited by James Payne.
Here are the books:
Will the Church Escape the Great Tribulation? (by Edmund Shackleton); ChristÂ’s Second Coming (by S. P. Tregelles) ;
Our Lord Cometh (by W. J. Rowlands); The Coming of the Son of Man (by Rev. E. J. Poole-Connor); The Second Adven
t of our Lord, Not Secret, but in Manifested Glory (by B. W. Newton); One Second Coming of Christ (by W. J. Rowlands);
The First Resurrection (by S. P. Tregelles); Touching the Coming of the Lord (by Dan Crawford); The SaintsÂ’ Rest and
Rapture (by Frank H. White); The Second Coming of Christ (by George Muller). Send for their catalogue.
The following have been published in North America: The Blessed Hope (by Professor George E. Ladd). Dr. Ladd teach
es in Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena. It is a masterly volume and it goes into both the history and doctrine of bot
h the Pre-Tribulation and the Post-Tribulation Advent. "Will ChristÂ’s Coming he in two stages?" (by Norman F. Douty).
I have a list of nearly seventy Bible Teachers who have proclaimed this view of the Return of Christ. Among them, in add
ition to those who have written the above books, there are such names as W. J. Erdman, Charles R. Erdman. Dr. Camp
bell Morgan, Bishop Frank Houghton, Dr. A. B. Simpson, Dr. J. W. Thirtle, Dr. Charles T. Cook, Alexander Reese, Dr. H
oratius Bonar, Dr. Adolph Saphir, Henry Varley, Dr. Nathaniel West, David Baron, H. W. Soltau, Dr. Bergin, Dr. Harold J.
Ockenga, and many others. To ignore the convictions of such spiritual leaders is impossible. Deference must be given to
their views.
These views I would sum up by quoting from Watching and WaitingÂ—"We believe that this was the teaching of our Lor
d and His Apostles. We believe it was held by the Early Church and by all in the Middle Ages who had any light on the S
econd Advent. We believe, too, that it was the teaching of the Early Brethren and that no other view was generally accep
ted among them until the Any Moment. Secret Rapture, Pre-Tribulation, or Two-Stage Coming theory was taught by Ed
ward Irving, as a result of a vision received by a woman in his church. Thus Any Moment teaching is a Â‘novelÂ’ doctrin
e".
My Final Appeal
Beloved, the shadows are darkening. The day is drawing to a close. It is now Saturday night in the history of the Church.
The times of the Gentiles have almost run their course. Events are fast shaping for the end. The Antichrist will soon be h
ere.
One fact and one only is importantÂ—Christ is coming. Of that there can be no doubt. One question and one only is vital
Â—Are we ready?
We may differ on minor details of prophecy. We may disagree as to the time of His Appearing. We may not see eye to e
ye regarding the order of prophetic events. But one thing is certainÂ—He is coming. We will be with Him. The Millenniu
m is at hand and soon now we shall know all. Therefore, let us love one another sincerely and labour together "till He Co
me".
If I am mistaken I will know it then. Hence, let us agree to disagree agreeably. God knows our hearts. He knows that we
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love Him and that is all that really matters. If I love Him and you love Him, we will love each other. Soon the day will brea
k and all the shadows flee away. Meanwhile I am "looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus 2 :13).
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Re: Tribulation or Rapture - Which? by Oswald J. Smith, on: 2008/5/23 15:05

"We need men and women of the martyr spirit. The test of the Inquisition is coming again. .......The Church m
ust be purified in the fires of persecution.
This , I believe is a prophetic reality. The brother goes on to exhort us to preparedness. Even this fundamental and wi
se exhortation is poo-pooed as an attack on the faith of the dogmatic. Somehow, any opposition to some concerning th
eir pre-tribulation rapture is equivalized as an affront on their Faith. This is the nature and intent of Dogma, to adamantly
reject or consider any proposal that would defy a mindset that maintains a sense of being right, which in turn gives the h
ost a sense of
security.
I understand that mentality when the Word of God is challenged as unto EVE, "Has God Said?", or the twisting of it a
s Satan tempted Jesus, before His ministry. This, it seems, is what has been accomplished in many of those who adher
e to this belief.
To me, it is important, only in the context of preparedness, as it relates to the body of Christ. I accept my brothers wh
o may adhere to these ideas. If they are blood washed, and born again, I must receive them, and do. I believe that the p
urpose that Satan has injected this into the church is to lull the church into a mindset of living for now. There are no worri
es, as we are going to be transported away before trouble comes. It travels, interestingly, with the doctrine of once save
d , always saved. This also is a secure place to rest, for no matter how I live, I am saved. It is perhaps the grand daddy o
f pre-tribulation parousia, in that here, you do not have to prepare for Heaven, It was given to you forever when you belie
ved, hence, eternal security; unscriptural DOGMA. It is undoubtably a easier place for the mind to rest.
No war, no struggle against the World, the Flesh or the Devil. I'm saved, and awaiting the secret rapture.
What about the scriptures that refer to the 10 virgins; the parable by Jesus? What does it mean to you? Why did 5 ha
ve oil, and 5 did not? what was the darkness that came? what is weeping and gnashing of teeth? Do you think it may ha
ve had something to do with being PREPARED for the night??
That is my main contention with the doctrine. It is not with my brothers and sisters who trust in it. I really want them to
be ready, with their "wicks trimmed", when the night and the storm comes, as I do myself, with my loved ones included.
The issue of preparedness is directly related to our own and intensely personal relationship with Christ Jesus as Lor
d over our heart and lives. Your church, your family, nor any other human source will matter. In this time coming, prepar
edness will have to do in an absolute trust in God and His Christ.
They loved not their own lives unto death....
Re: Tribulation or Rapture - Which? by Oswald J. Smith - posted by bonni (), on: 2008/5/23 15:09
Thank you for this article brother. I have saved it in my bookmarks for future reference and to see if I can find some of th
ese books listed( if they are still available) I agree with brother Robert Chapman who was a close friend of both George
Mueller and John N. Darby,he said " I don't see two second comings of Christ, but I will not make it a point of division bet
ween a brother and I, I will consider it a reason for humiliation that we do not agree. But either way whether I'm right or w
rong, I will make it a point to be ready"
blessings bonni :-)
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Re: Tribulation or Rapture - Which? by Oswald J. Smith - posted by Zionshield (), on: 2008/5/25 23:17
"To ignore the convictions of such spiritual leaders is impossible. Deference must be given to their views."
I could gather a pretty impressive list that believe in the rapture also. I still think that when you consider the word for "co
ming" would have better been translated "presence" it would help those that don't believe in the rapture.
A thief comes secretly not so every man sees him. The references to coming as a thief cannot mean suddenly but rather
under cover, in secret. He comes with reward to judge the saints.
"There is no Rapture in Revelation until chapter nineteen is reached."
I disagree. The rapture is Rev.4:1 which immediately follows the church age in chapter 2 and 3. The saints are no where
to be found again until Rev.19 when they (we) return with the Lord.
"The Millennium is at hand and soon now we shall know all. Therefore, let us love one another sincerely and labour toge
ther 'till He Come'."
I love it! Thank you for allowing me to respectfully disgree with you. You think I'm wrong, I think you're wrong...but He's c
oming! The King is coming to this very earth! praise His holy Name! I simply love this last quote from this brother, amen.

Re: - posted by theopenlife, on: 2008/5/26 1:19
Zionshield, may I remind you of something? You are right, Christ will in a certain sense come "as a thief." How does
Paul describe this?
1 Thes 5
1But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.
2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
3For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with
child; and they shall not escape.
4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
If the day of gathering "comes as a thief" to you, it means you were in the dark, i.e., unsaved.
The "gathering together" will be no surprise to the saints. We are not "in the dark", because we believe God's word. The
only reason Christ's return is surprising to the reprobates is because they do not believe it will happen.
Re: - posted by Zionshield (), on: 2008/5/26 14:51
theopenlife,
Greetings to you. Thank you for bringing this reminder to me. I agree with you completely. There are also five other refe
rences that I found to the Lord coming as a thief. Since the text is before us it should be noted that at the beginning of ch
. 5 there is a topic change within the context of the coming of the Lord as seen by a word used many other places in NT
for the same thing..."But" Chapter 4 deals with the rapture while chapter 5, after the change in topic, deals with the day o
f the Lord. Notice also there is never any mention of judgment when scripture is refering to the rapture (1st Cor. 15:50-5
8, 1st Thes. 4:13-18)
Mat. 24:43 and Rev. 16:15 also describes Him coming as a thief on the Day of the Lord. On that day His coming will be
a shock to the unbelievers as you say, but not to the ones left on the earth that know Him.
Rev. 3:3 here He is speaking to the church at Sardis, which if the understanding is accurate, refers to the dead church fr
om around 1515 to 1750. There is no reference to His appearance hear at all.
II Peter 3:10 There is an interesting interpretation of this one: that it refers to the final climactic judgement after the Millen
nial Kingdom. This is a new perspective for me on this verse, so I can't say I hold to it. It does make sense within the con
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text between vs 8 and 13.
Of course none of these refer to the rapture, but there are 2, possibly 3 different ways the "as a thief" is used to describe
His coming.
The fourth is in Luke 12:39. This is the one I believe refers to His appearance to the saints as a thief would, secretly.
I believe this is a greater motivation than going through the Trib to live holy. So that we will not be ashamed when he ap
pears (1 john 2:28). This expectation does not produce in me laziness and careless living. Blessed are those whom he w
ill find watching when He comes (vs.37). The test is not knowing when He will appear (vs.39)...will He find us ready and
watching?
See if the next parable speaks to your heart concerning these matters. What is the warning He gives you? For me it is to
continue in the hard, narrow way of the cross rather than give up and follow after my carnal appetites. This is a parable s
o the references to beating the servants is not taken literally but as a sign of being unkind, hateful, unprayerful towards t
hem. (see Rom. 13:11-14) All of us who are saved from the penalty of sin must also choose to live for Him and be delive
red from self, right? there is a penalty for not doing this...the portion with the unbelievers is not hell of course. Could it be
that we can miss reigning with Him or miss the kingdom all together? Look at the promises to the overcomers in the lette
rs to the churches in Rev. Do they not testify of this also? What of the virgins that are found knocking at the door and tol
d "I do not know you"? They were all virgins, they were all sleeping, they were all surprised when the Bridegroom came.
Some attended the wedding banquet and some did not. Why did the Lord tell a born again person He did not know them
? (for that is what I am alluding to) Watchman Nee gave the illustration that a judge upon seeing his own son standing b
efore him in the court room for wrong doing would have to say the same thing. In this place, at this time I do not know yo
u.
I could go on all day. Some may interpret things differently, but to say there is no support from scripture is not true. Havi
ng read the articles and opposing views on this matter a person could spend a great deal of time dealing with each oppo
sing point in the articles and posts. I don't have time for that, though I wish i did.
Now, brethren, isn't it going to be wonderful when in our true home country of heaven where we are no longer pilgrims, b
ut citizens, we can fellowship and adventure and worship our King knowing fully rather than holding various opposing vie
ws on things?! I do love all of you. Godspeed!
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