General Topics :: Hearing God's Voice

Hearing God's Voice - posted by Griffo, on: 2008/5/27 10:14
I expect this subject has been raised before and apologies if it has but....
How can I know God's voice? In particular, how can I distinguish between God's voice and my own thoughts.
Let me explain what I mean. A few times I have felt that I should pursue a particular course of action. It is a course of a
ction that I am reluctant to follow. However, the thought persists. I would say that it is insistent to the point of dominatin
g my mind e.g. in worship. I pray the Gideon type prayers (Lord, if you want me to do this then bring the issue up in con
versation etc) but nothing happens. I then go to church and there is a prophecy about taking burdens on to yourself that
the Lord has not given. I respond and am liberated to worship. However, the next week the preacher says something th
at makes me think the opposite.
Now, how can I know if this really is the voice of God or not? I would really love to clear this up so that I can move on.

Re: Hearing God's Voice - posted by SentOut, on: 2008/5/27 14:23
You have asked a very good question - I don't know all the answers, but here are some aspects that may help:
1. Is what you are feeling biblical? (if it's not, then it is clearly not of God.)
2. Is it presented in a confusing or condemning manner? - often this also can be an indication that it is not from the Lord.
3. On the other hand, God often has us do things that we don't want to do, or that don't make sense, so that we learn, be
sides other things, to trust only and completely on Him. He can be very persistant, and to many people that in itself is a s
ign of God's hand. I would advise getting alone before God and seeing if the thoughts continue to bug you. I know this m
ay be controversial for some people, but if you resist the devil, he will flee from you (Jas 4:7
"Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."). Once you have resisted him in Jesus'
name, and the thoughts still come back, then it is probably from the Lord. When I have had experiences like you have ex
plained, I will often ask God to show me if it is really from Him by letting me positively know that He is the one speaking t
o me - and He does! God will help you to know if you are trully seeking the truth.
I hope this has made sense and is a help to you.
SentOut
Re: Hearing God's Voice - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/5/27 16:32
What a wonderful opportunity for you to grow! Discerning the will of God in your life in a particular issue. You probab
le know all the things below, but just to remind you these come to my mind:
1. God is not the author of confusion.
2. I understand seeking the counsel of many. Just remember that you will not be taking your pastor with you in your Â“ne
w course of actionÂ” nor will he answer to God for your action.
3. In the seeking counsel department, consider sharing, off-line if need be, this new course of action (if it is too risky/publ
ic here). Or, with a mature believer that knows you, your past failings, your growth in Christ.
4. The certainty of a call is essential. Real Peace. The certainty of a call is a point in future prayer, as in, Â“Father, you s
aid Â…Â” If God cannot get through to you clearly and directly now, what will be the case later? He knows you/your hea
rt intension. He can show that to you. Satan only recognizes your flesh and Christ. Did God not reach you in salvation?
He says, Â“Be still and know that I am God.Â” That is a good place to rest. You already have too many contradictory tho
ughts/graspings.
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5. Examine your past Â“sticking pointsÂ” with God. God can show you. A central lesson I learned is: It is not until a ma
n is dead that his goods can be dispersed.
6. Some Saints say wait for three things, ALL THREE: Straight from His Word, perfect peace, and opening circumstance
s.
7. What is your prayer life like? When I am clear that I am seeking only to obey Him, every time I have been dispirit in pr
ayer, regarding walking issues, I have heard from Him and it always corrects my perception, and the issue is settled imm
ediately (a loving rebuke).
8. In reviewing your post, I notice that what you call Â“the Gideon type prayersÂ” are either not that type or you are not
hearing from God. He asked twice and got the same answer. I suppose that is why you are reaching out here. Consid
er the Blood of Christ in this situation.
9. We can pray that there be nothing between your Lord and you as you rest in #4.
10. If you report how this works out, what you learn, you could help others.
Re: Hearing God's Voice - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2008/5/27 16:38
If you have time you might want to listen to Erlo Stegen in this sermon, he gives scripture and expounds and shares
some testimonies and the importance on knowing the Shepard's voice.
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/singlefile.php?lid14481&commentViewitemComments) Learning t
o know the Shepard's voice by Erlo Stegen
Christian
Re: - posted by death2self (), on: 2008/5/27 17:01
This is a tough question. I'm finding there are almost always three voices when faced with a decision or some other choi
ce: the Holy Spirit, the Devil (or a demonic spirit) and my own spirit. How do I know which is which...
The Holy Spirit will never tell you something that's contrary to scripture. That's a good general rule. If I obey God's will, i
t won't make be somebody, it will likely be the opposite end because God can only provide grace to the humble of heart.
There's always a battle of will to twist what God wants into what I want or what I think that God should want rather than
what He wants or what He requires. We have to come to a place where the cry of our heart is not my will, but thy will be
done. That's oftentimes a place of great tears and brokenness of heart.
The best way to hear God's voice is to quickly obey Him when He asks you to do something (or not to do something, whi
ch is equally important). If you're slow to obey, he'll be slow to speak. It's not complicated but I oftentimes forget this si
mple concept.
The second question is do I have an agenda other than the kingdom of God? If the answer is yes, they'll be a mixture of
self with God and it's gets very difficult to discern between the two. The only way out of this is for the self to die. This ha
s been quite painful and I've often fought against this.
The third question to ask oneself is "Am I believing a lie of the devil?" He'll always portray God in a negative light. For e
xample, when asked to fast by the Holy Spirit, he'll say that's not fair to fast one day or week or for a prolonged period. I
f he asks me to give something I don't want to give, than will I do it or say I'm not sure that was God and not do it.
That's the great fear of my heart, is that we simply ignore the Holy Spirit when He's not telling us what we want to hear.
He has not been unkind to me but is very straight and honest with my heart...
Sorry I'm rambling but hope this helped a bit...
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Re: Hearing God's Voice - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/5/27 22:07
I may be breaking from the usual crowd here...
But could you, or anyone else, please post a Biblical example of God leading someone by speaking to them in their thou
ghts/minds?
All of the examples in the Bible of God speaking to someone is either audible or visual. As far as I know, it is never clearl
y said to be via thoughts.
The Lord's Scripture is the perfect guide to His will. We have a responsibility to study His Scripture and make wise decisi
ons. Sometimes the Lord gives freedom in an area, and that means we are free to make a godly decision informed by Hi
s Scripture.
For further reading on the topic of Biblical decision making, please check out the book "Decision Making and the Will of
God" by Frieson
Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/5/27 22:13
Also, just to kind of expand upon my post and discuss how this would work in your life.
For example, if you are contemplating whether to share the Gospel with someone, we already know it is God's will to sh
are the Gospel via the Scripture; however, you need to take into consideration whether this is a wise time to share the G
ospel, what would be good ways to approach this person about the Gospel, etc.
For example, if you are contemplating whether to take a certain job. We already know it is God's will that we work to pro
vide for ourselves. Is this job going to detract from your ability to live as a Christian? Will this job detract from your ability
to care for your family? Will this job break any other Scriptural guideline? If not, do you want to work this job? You actuall
y have some freedom to decide. You can take the job or not, what is the wisest thing to do in light of Scripture?
I know waiting on God to specifically tell you what to do outside of the Scripture sounds kind of spiritual and advanced, b
ut it is really an unnecessary burden. Read the Bible. It is God-breathed that the man of God may be perfect and comple
te. Every decision can be made in light of the Bible, and if the Scripture gives no clear teaching or the situation is someth
ing indifferent, you are free to decide.
Re: Knowing hearing - posted by crsschk (), on: 2008/5/28 8:21
Quote:
-------------------------But could you, or anyone else, please post a Biblical example of God leading someone by speaking to them in their thoughts/minds
?
-------------------------

Act 21:11 And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus sait
h the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the han
ds of the Gentiles.

Act 15:28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary thi
ngs;
Joh 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all thin
gs, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
Mar 13:11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither d
o ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy G
host.
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Just a few brother. Even the first instance does not suggest audible speaking but intimation, inspiration ...
Act 15:28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost - This is a strong and undoubted claim to inspiration. It was with special referen
ce to the organization of the church that the Holy Spirit had been promised to them by the Lord Jesus, Mat_18:18-20; Jo
h_14:26.
Albert Barnes

Re: Hearing God's Voice.....Griffo..orig. post, on: 2008/5/28 9:58
griffo: One thing that has helped me in understanding God's voice is that I "hear" it in my heart, rather than my mind.
The voice in my head often is obsessive and adamant....the voice in my heart is warm, peaceable, and loving.
Let us take the instance of giving. Giving is very important to me. I do not give by rote, or compulsion, but by burden.
Burden, to me is deeper than thought. It is "heartfelt". It is always rational. I may be burdened about a particular brother
or sister , and compelled to give to them, and even specific sums of money, without knowing anything about there
financial situation. This has worked out well for me. The burdens I get are always covered in prayer, somewhat at least,
and often I am quite confident when putting them into action, here on Earth.

This is not as mystical as it sounds. "As many as are led by the Spirit, these are the son's of God." "If a son asks for
a fish, will his father give him a scorpion?"
God desires to lead us, and rejoices when we follow Him above all others.
This is why we must wait on the Lord , live a life of the kind of submission and worship that positions our self to be l
ed by Him, and to hear him. Ask God to lead you and guide you each an every time you leave your house. Ask him to bri
ng the "order of the Lord" into every day as you begin your day. Begin each and every day with that spirit. Begin every d
ay with devotions, bible reading, and worship until it becomes habitual, and then as you know Him more, you will hear Hi
m more, naturally.

Develop a secret life with God. Stop depending on any other to hear God for you, and he will give you ears to hear
Him.
Stop looking for instant, minute by minute impressions to guide you. Begin to believe the Bible, subduing all of your
heart,, and mind..to its truth, for the Word and the Spirit agree. This means that you must begin to know the bible, and to
know it not for knowledge sake, but to obey and understand to know Him.

The Lord is much, much, more interested in who you become, than what you do. Godly Character means that your i
nner man has become like God's character, and that is what He is after. Then you will grow and grow in hearing, as you
grow to become like Him.

P. S. .......There are times when we don't know what to do, or where to go. Sometimes we just have to trust Him, as
Job did.
"Even though He slay me, Yet Will I Worship Him!" We all have those times. These are the storms that are promised i
n every believer's life. In these times, often, the voice of the Lord is not present. He allows these to test our true love for
Him, and to refine us. This is when our faith must rise, and we say, "I love you Lord Jesus, whether or not I see, or hear
you. I trust you." This faith comes only by our knowing Him.
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Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/5/28 11:30
Regarding the post that was made citing Scriptures:
Acts 21:11 says nothing about the thoughts or mind. The Holy Spirit could have easily spoken this audibly to the prophet
.
Acts 15:28 also says nothing regarding thoughts implanted in the mind.
John 14:26 is a promise directly to the Apostles who would go on to write canonical Scripture breathed by the Holy Spirit
in which they recalled what the Lord Jesus said and did. This is not a promise to every believer.
Mark 13:11 is Jesus speaking to the Apostles (Peter, James, and John specifically) and He makes no promise that the L
ord will whisper into our thoughts what we should do everyday life circumstances.
Also, regarding another member's post. Be careful not to read meanings into "being led by the Spirit" that are not really i
ndicated in the Scripture.
God certainly has a determined plan for our life. The Lord has purposes He is going to work in the Earth. However, we a
re never instructed to beg the Lord to reveal these plans to us. He has graciously given us His Scripture as our perfect g
uide, and we are to live in light of that Scripture and make wise, godly decisions.
To claim that God is constantly speaking things into your mind is to elevate your thoughts to the level of Scripture, and is
a good way to open the doors wide open for everyone to "do what is right in their own eyes".
I would encourage you all to enjoy the freedom of knowing the Bible is truly perfect to guide our lives.
Also, I know all this talk about waiting on the Lord to tell you what to do sounds really a lot like the "old paths" and very p
ietistic; however, you would be suprised just how new a thing it is that this view is widely accepted by Christians.
If you want a thorough refute of the view, you can also look into Jonathan Edward's "Religious Affections".
Re: - posted by death2self (), on: 2008/5/28 11:59
I wanted to apologize if I gave the mistaken impression that hearing from God is some kind of mystical experience. It's f
ar from mystical but more specific, like don't contend with your wife, do this, don't do this. There's simply a still small voi
ce...
There's many examples in the scriptures. Here's one of my favorites from Acts 9...
10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he ans
wered.
11The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is
praying. 12In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight."
13"Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in
Jerusalem. 14And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name."
15But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their
kings and before the people of Israel. 16I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."
17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the LordÂ—Jesus,
who appeared to you on the road as you were coming hereÂ—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with
the Holy Spirit."
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Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/5/28 12:22
Dear death2self...
In this passage, the Spirit could have spoken audibly to Ananias. We have no evidence that it was something in the min
d. I just wanted to put out to fellow believers there is really not any proof that the Lord is constantly speaking into our min
ds what to do.
The things like you said, "don't content with your wife", etc. are all Scriptural commands. We do not need any special rev
elation to know those things. I am simply contending that the Scripture has guidance for every single situation in life, and
if it does not speak on a specific topic, then we have freedom to make godly decisions. I believe this is the only position t
hat fully agrees with the Scripture being perfectly sufficient for the believer. It really has been a very liberating thing in m
y life and I hope has born much fruit since I understood the truth that the Bible is sufficient to guide me and I don't have t
o be tormented by wondering if the voice in my head is God or not.
Grace to you.
Re: Hearing God's Voice - posted by ANewInHim, on: 2008/5/28 12:37
Ggriffo,
And there is nothing wrong with your question, as long as itÂ’s in the perfect will of God that you ask. When our thoughts
get the best of us, and we find ourselves struggling to hear the Voice of God, same as your, hearing gods voice/this is th
e time when you gather all of your thoughts unto the obedience of Jesus Christ.
Every thought that tries to rise up against the knowledge of GodÂ’s word is held captive unto the obedience of Jesus Ch
rist.
Gideon was a man or war, as God is a man of War. Gideon was smart enough to know that he needed confirmation bef
ore pursing his triumphant victory. God gave him his confirmation twice. (sorry only because you used Gideon as an ex.)
Moses was a man that needed to know if God would accompany him. Moses felt inadequate yet God told him that he wo
uld be his mouth piece, and gave him a staff -- Many miracles were accomplished with that staff, several signs and wond
ers for the unbelieving.
What can you possibly tell God that he does not already know or should I say that he has always known.
God is looking at your heart and your willingness to submit to him. Obedience is better than sacrifice.
Â• Your struggles God already knows them
Â• Your failures God already knows them
Â• Your weaknesses God already knows them
Â• Your past history God already knows them
When Moses was having communion with God, he told him that he wanted to see his face, the Lord/Jehovah told him th
at no one could see his face, so instead he passed by him and Moses discerned his glory. Why did Moses discern his gl
ory? He discerned his glory because he walked in the fear of the Lord/Jehovah, and he knew that there was nothing that
could possibly be hidden from Jehovah.
When the Israelites were freed from Egypt, they desired to have communion with God, as Moses did, why should, they b
e excluded. God granted them there wish, but as soon as they heard his voice they feared him, and said No! Moses you
speak to God, and then convey it to us.
It is the Glory of God the Lord / Jehovah you should be pursing not his audible voice.
God is the same yesterday, today, and forever more, he does not change. Yet he requires us to change, he who has an
ear let him hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying.
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Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/5/28 13:07
Here is a portion from Jonathan Edwards...
"And if persons have the will of God concerning their actions, suggested to them by some text of Scripture, suddenly and
extraordinarily brought to their minds, which text, as the words lay in the Bible before they came to their minds, related to
the action and behavior of some other person, but they suppose, as God sent the words to them, he intended somethin
g further by them, and meant such a particular action of theirs; I say, if persons
should have the will of God thus suggested to them with texts of Scripture, it alters not the case. The suggestion being a
ccompanied with an apt text of Scripture, does not make the suggestion to be the nature of spiritual instruction. As for i
nstance, if a person in New England, on some occasion, were at a loss whether it was his duty to go into some popish or
heathenish land, where he was like to be exposed to many difficulties and dangers, and should pray to God that he wo
uld show him the way of his duty; and after earnest prayer, should have those words which God spake to Jacob, Gen. 4
6, suddenly and extraordinarily brought to his mind, as if they were spoken to him; "Fear not to go down into Egypt; for I
will go with thee; and I will also surely bring you up again." In which words, though as they lay in the Bible before they c
ame to his mind, they related only to Jacob, and his behavior; yet he supposes that God has a further meaning, as they
were brought and applied to him; that thus they are to be understood in a new sense, that by Egypt is to be understood
this particular country he has in his mind, and that the action intended is his going thither, and that the meaning of the pr
omise is, that God would bring him back into New England again. There is nothing of the nature of a spiritual or gracious
leading of the Spirit in this; for there is nothing of the nature of spiritual understanding in it. Thus to understand texts of
Scripture, is not to have a spiritual understanding of them. Spiritually to understand the Scriptures, is rightly to understan
d what is in the Scripture, and what was in it before it was understood: it is to understand rightly, what used to be contai
ned in the meaning of it, and not the making of a new meaning...This making a new meaning to the Scripture, is the sam
e thing as making a new Scripture; it is properly adding to the word, which is threatened with so dreadful a curse."
Re: Hearing God's Voice - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/5/28 19:44
Griffo,
I would suggest you ask the LORD to teach you to recognize his voice when he speaks to you. I would think we would al
l agree He will not tell you to do something contrary to the Word of God, but what you are interested in is in the everyday
things of life which calls for a decision and you are at a loss to know which way to go.
I have learned also that the LORD will often tell you to do something that defies logic - at the moment. When you do the l
ogical thing, you will discover later you should have followed that still small voice instead.
The short of the long is to simply ask the LORD to be taught by Him and mean it when you ask and be willing to follow th
rough with obedience. Disobedience is the greatest hinderance to experiencing the Spirit-filled life. Actually, the scripture
s calls it sin.
Blessings,
ginnyrose
Pendulumitis - posted by crsschk (), on: 2008/5/28 22:20
Act 15:28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary thi
ngs;

Quote:
-------------------------Acts 15:28 also says nothing regarding thoughts implanted in the mind.
-------------------------

Why 'seemed' then? Why not specific? If it seemed good to the Holy Ghost was He then just a part of a consortium of op
inion? Brother, I think you are going too far the other way with all this.
I certainly agree there is far too much in this day and age of the idea, as you put it;

Quote:
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-------------------------To claim that God is constantly speaking things into your mind ...
-------------------------

But I do not see anyone here suggesting that and noticed you have mentioned more than once, the idea of 'constantly' s
peaking\hearing.

Quote:
-------------------------John 14:26 is a promise directly to the Apostles who would go on to write canonical Scripture breathed by the Holy Spirit in which th
ey recalled what the Lord Jesus said and did. This is not a promise to every believer.
-------------------------

What does 'breathed' mean? Think of it another way. If there is no internal dynamic, a "speaking" if you will then what is t
he need for the Holy Spirit, why not just the recalling of what the Lord said and did? Or just dictation from audible speaki
ng?
Joh 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
Which voice? Audible? Interesting the way the Lord puts this isn't it? We hear His voice and He knows us, not that we he
ar His voice and we know Him. There is something more penetrating than the reverberations of the eardrums going on h
ere.
Rom 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
What is this being "led" to mean? Do you realize the way you are presenting this is to basically extract the Holy Spirit co
mpletely, there is no need for Him to take this to the complete end you are heading.

Quote:
-------------------------Eph 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
-------------------------

How? By ignoring His audible voice? What about prayer ... ?
Joh 3:8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.
How do you know you are born of the Spirit? Did the Lord speak to you audibly? Or just because you read and believed
the scriptures ... See where this can go just the other direction, do we not have an abundance of those who have done t
his very thing (saying the sinners prayer for instance) and yet have no internal evidence of a changed disposition. Certai
nly there must be this and it is enough ... if ... what? All the other conditions are met, repentance, forsaking of sin ...
What are we to do with;
Rom 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, wher
eby we cry, Abba, Father.
Gal 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

"The Spirit of his Son into your hearts."

Quote:
-------------------------Also, I know all this talk about waiting on the Lord to tell you what to do sounds really a lot like the "old paths" and very pietistic; how
ever, you would be suprised just how new a thing it is that this view is widely accepted by Christians.
-------------------------
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Psa 27:14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.

Re: Pendulumitis - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/5/28 23:39
With regards to the purpose/need of the Holy Spirit if the Lord is not actively speaking into our thoughts to guide us...
I would suggest a good summary verse is Ezek 36:27.. "And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my s
tatutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them."
You are right, the Spirit does have a role in comforting and allowing the believer the take hold of Scripture promises. I w
ould suggest one of the main roles of the Holy Spirit is in sanctification (also confer Phil 2:13).
Regarding Acts 15:28... James has just reasoned from the Scripture about what should happen. As I said before, there i
s no mention of a whisper in their minds. However, doubtless God guided them providentially by His grace; however, it d
oesn't appear they all sat in silence and waited on the Lord to speak into their thoughts. The Apostle reasoned from the
Scripture.
I interpret John 10:27 as speaking of the elect's response to the Gospel proclamation. The Lord seems to be speaking a
bout the converting effect the Gospel has on the elect (sheep). As the Gospel proclamation awakens them to repent and
believe, they "hear His voice". Hence, the Pharisees do not hear His voice, because they are not His sheep.
Regarding Romans 8:14 - To be led by the Spirit is to live in such a way that you bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.
Regarding Ephesians 4:30 - Do not grieve the Spirit by sinning... not by ignoring whispers in your mind.
Regarding Galatians 4:6 - Yes, the Lord renews us and gives us a heart of flesh that we love God. This is the Spirit's wor
k. This still does not speak of the Spirit's whisperin into our minds to guide our decision making.
Regarding Psalm 27:14 - I said "waiting on the Lord to tell you what to do"... I believe the Scriptures tell us what to do an
d is perfectly sufficient to guide our every decision. This verse does not speak of waiting for the Lord to whisper into your
mind what to do given a specific situation... I offer John Gill's exposition of the verse:
Ver. 14. Wait on the Lord,.... This, with what follows, is spoken by the psalmist either to himself or to others, or it may be
to both, upon the rich experience he declares in Ps 27:13: it becomes believers to wait on the Lord for the common bles
sings of life, for even the eyes of all wait upon him for their daily food; and for the light of his countenance, when it is with
drawn from them, for he will return again at the set time; and for answers of prayer, which will be given sooner or later; a
nd for the performance of his promises, which are yea and amen in Christ: they should wait upon him in his house and o
rdinances constantly, with reverence and godly fear; they should wait upon him as servants on their masters, observe hi
s orders, and diligently execute them; and, as beggars for their alms, they should knock and wait at Wisdom's gates, tell
their case and wait, take repulses and wait, and, when they succeed, give thanks. It is good to wait upon the Lord; many
are the favours and blessings such receive now, and eye has not seen what God has prepared for them that wait for him
;
-----------------------I would just ask all that follow the view that we are guided by having God whisper into our minds and hearts what to do a
nswer this question: Is the Bible sufficient to guide you? As far as I can tell, your answer would have to be "no".
Thanks for interacting on this issue, brother. I pray that we both can learn by examining the Scripture!
Grace to you.
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Re: Hearing God's Voice - posted by crsschk (), on: 2008/5/29 6:53
Hi Griffo,
This might be helpful ...
Meditation
"He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatev
er he does prospers."
In recent months, I have tried to say to GodÂ’s people, when you come across very crucial words in the Scripture, donÂ’
t turn to WebsterÂ’s dictionary for your definition. The dictionary simply gives you the most prevailing use of that term in
our society. When you find a word in the Scriptures, you need to let the Scriptures tell you what that means. That is true
about meditation.
The first psalm says,
Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, or stand in the way of sinners, or sit in the seat of m
ockers.But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by stre
ams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
--Psalm 1:1-3 NIV
Scripture is wonderful, if you meditate on it. Our problem is we read without meditation. Your life will never be anchored l
ike a tree without meditation. Some say, "IÂ’ve read through the Bible at least once every year."Well, thatÂ’s wonderful,
but your life will not be anchored by a river of living water until you stop and meditate on GodÂ’s Word.
ItÂ’s the one who meditates on GodÂ’s Word day and night who becomes like a tree planted by the rivers of water. So, y
ou really need to know what meditating is. Now, in our generation, we talk about transcendental editation. On television
we can see the stereotypical meditator, eyes closed, mumbling the same phrase over and over. ThatÂ’s not biblical med
itation at all.
Let me tell you my own definition of meditation. Meditation is that moment when God confronts you with the truth about
Himself. It is that moment when you go into the presence of God and let God discuss it with you until you know exactly h
ow to respond to Him, however long it takes.
The Psalms hold a wealth of truth to meditate upon, for instance, Psalm 23. When you read, "The Lord is my shepherd, I
shall lack nothing," hopefully, you can realize that to meditate on this wonderful psalm does not mean to bring your thinki
ng into play. It means to let God bring His understanding to you, His relationship to you. You cannot, by thinking, underst
and the ways of God.
By relationship, God enters your mind and your heart, and suddenly, there is an expansion from the Scripture of what it
means for the Lord to be your shepherd. As you move through the psalm, you will stop at the word, "Lord." All of a sudd
en, if you have a great deal of Scripture that has washed over your mind and heart, those Scriptures will come back to re
mind you about what it means for God to be your Lord.
Whether the pain is heavy, the mind is bewildered, or the heart has been pierced, right now, He is your Lord. You could
stop and say, "IÂ’ve heard the testimony of many others who told me about how the Lord has been real to them. But, rig
ht now, Lord, you are telling me that everything You have ever been to anyone else, You are to me, now."
As you move through those thoughts, let the Lord confirm them. Let the Lord enlarge that discovery with wonderful Scrip
tures. As you meditate on those phrases from Psalm 1, you may suddenly sense that you are in one of the biggest storm
s that has ever worked itself against you, your marriage, and your family. Those verses alone may be the comfort broug
ht to you by the Holy Spirit, whose assignment it is to teach you all things, to guide you into all truth, and to bring back to
your remembrance things God has said to you.
Then your mind comes to the storm on the Sea of Galilee. Peter was a fisherman, and if there were anybody who would
know the magnitude of a storm, it would be a fisherman. I grew up in a fishing village and am very, very much aware of t
he storms that have taken many of my friendsÂ’ fathers in the middle of the night.
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It was Peter the fisherman who said, "Master! Do you not know that we perish?" And what did the Lord say? "Why is you
r heart so full of fear?" Jesus stood and stilled the entire storm with one word. As you meditate, the Spirit of the Lord will
say, "See that? See that storm? You think you have a storm! Where is your Lord?"
The Scripture says if the Lord is in your little boat, then you are as safe as He is safe. That storm wonÂ’t take you and le
ave the Master in the back of the boat. If the MasterÂ’s in your little boat, in your family, in your workplace,you are as saf
e as He is. Then, you can sense the Master Himself saying,"Why did you let your heart grow so concerned? Let me spe
ak a word to your situation." And, He speaks a word, and everything calms. You find yourself on the other side of the sto
rm. I have been there. I have watched Him do it.
That is meditation. That is letting God bring you to a passage of Scripture and then Him letting you sort of sit with Him to
discuss that truth about Himself and bring it home to you and your situation.

(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?viewcategory&cid108) Henry Blackaby
Another resource that I recall now;
http://www.dwillard.org/books/HearingGod.asp

Re: Pendulumitis: Has the Holy Spirit vacated?, on: 2008/5/29 12:37
Mike; I liked your post and think it's important for the body not to settle for second best. "The letter killeth, but the
Spirit gives life!"
The Spirit and the Word agree, and the Word is of course paramount in our walk, throughout the Earth; Yet without
the Spirit dwelling inside the actions of the Word, you have death.
The pharisees were masters of this hateful illusion. They confronted Jesus at every turn, throwing the letter at Jesus,
in a similar fashion that Satan himself did in his desert temptations of the Messiah, hoping He would trip. They did not
know that the fullness of the Godhead dwelt in Him, which included the fullness of God's expression, both in the Spirit
and the Word.
One does not exist, without the other. You cannot possess half of the Heart of God.

I think of Solomon, in the building of the great Temple, Where, I might point out, the Lord himself was present.
He constructed the great pillars of the house, and named them..
Jachin: God Establishes;.... "His Word will not return unto Him void!"
Boaz:..In Yahweh is strength...."Not by power, not by might, but by my Spirit!", says the Lord!.
The Word and the Spirit agree.
The doctrine of cessation grieves me. It leads to lifelessness and coldness in the heart.
Grieve not the Holy Spirit of PROMISE in which you were sealed unto the day of redemption. How long do we honor
him? When do we believe He no longer is alive in us, and thereby mute? "He that has an ear, let him hear what The Spi
rit is saying to the Churches!"
Without the living Spirit of Christ convicting us of sin, righteousness and Justice, and our submission to Him, we are n
ot Christians, but only have a form of Him....like a beautiful but abandoned seashell on the sand.
Seashells cannot hear.
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Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/5/29 21:55
Dear brothers,
I have yet to see anyone explain straight from the Scripture that the Holy Spirit whispers into our minds what decisions w
e should make in a given situation.
I am not saying that there is no role of the Holy Spirit, I am just asserting the fact that the majority view of the Holy Spirit
as our decision making assistant is not as warranted in the Scripture as people make it out to be.
The Spirit is alive and dwells within us... just not as our personal decision maker. The Spirit illuminates the Word, applies
it to our hearts, sanctifies us, comforts us by applying Scripture promises, etc... but I find no warrant in the Bible that the
Spirit tells us what to do via implanted thoughts/feelings.
As far as not holding to this view producing cold, lifeless religion; that plainly contradicts Christian history... for example:
Jonathan Edwards, David Brainerd, Matthew Henry, John Gill, and a host of other saints of old.
Those who disagree, I would ask what Paul means in these verses:
16All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in rig
hteousness:
17That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
"That the man of God may be perfect"... that seems to say that the Scripture is sufficient enough to guide me in every de
cision I face.
Re: THE PERFECTION OF SCRIPTURES., on: 2008/5/29 23:46

No one is saying that the Holy Spirit "whispers in our mind", in every given situation, and contrary to your thoughts
, there is a guidance that can come to us by him.; The hearing of His voice, and that hearing, and sometimes guidance
is as real as it is and was in the Early Church, where many instances have been given in this thread to this point.
I am saying, that in the holding to cessationism, that the Holy Spirit is alive today, and acts in his church, the same
way as the primitive church was graced. If you read my post, I stated that the Word and the Spirit agree. If you live your
life according to the letter alone, without the Spirit, how can you be connected to life?
You are assuming that these great historical figures, were void of a Spirit led life, simply because they were men of
the Word.
As far as the example of cold and dead religion being produced by those who cling to legalism, and have a form of
Godliness, but deny the Power of it; that is a matter of discernment, and really cannot be argued, for most would deny
Apostacy in any situation.
Let us cling to the word. The letter kills, the Spirit gives life. What does this mean to you?
I have traveled extensively, preaching the gospel in the far east. I did so by revelation, in each instance, even unto
the exact cities, sometimes. How was this possible? I am often bewildered, but I am often led by God, as He directs me
in a multitude of ways, and yes, some of them similar to New Testament revelation.
I love the Scripture, but there is a small still voice that I am learning to hear, more and more. What does it mean to yo
u as the Word says; "He that has an Ear, let him hear what the SPIRIT says unto the churches." Could the Spirit be mini
stering conviction, righteousness and Justice in specific ways? If the Bible is the embodiment of everything He ever wan
ts to communicate, why is He yet speaking to the Church??
If you take the supernatural guidance out of the New testament, from ACTS on, I doubt if there would be a Church.
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As you fondly referred to these historical leaders, do you have any idea how many of the saints in these archives had
regular experiences of guidance outside of the scriptures?; and had amazing prophetic experiences with the Father?

No one is excluding the authority of the Scripture, and admonishing Saints to follow their impressions , yet as we kno
w Him more, and are aware of being led by the Spirit more, then we are able to hear his voice better, just like the Bible s
ays. There is safety there also.
Sometimes things grieve me in the body. This is not all because I know the scriptures have been violated, but becaus
e of an inner witness in which my spirit bears witness with His Spirit, and I am aware of death or deception, even beyond
my senses or my mind. Sometimes these too, are very specific. I have known hundreds of Christians that have had thes
e witnesses. How? I give according to my leading; Often specific amounts of money. I give according to my burden. This
is guidance to me.

I read the Bible over and over, and see the perfection of God in them. They are

PARAMOUNT in my guidance and thoughts, yet I am led by the Spirit also, for I know that He is still guiding us in S
overeign Provision and speaking to the church, in a direct manner...Tom...ps: I fail more than I succeed.
Re: John G. Lake...Spirit filled and Spirit led, on: 2008/5/30 5:26
In 5 years time, John G. Lake shook Africa to it's roots for the Gospel. He left the "Dark" continent with 1,000,000
converts, 625 churches and 1,250 full time Ministers in his wake.
His testimony of specific guidance in his life is mind boggling, from his waiting in line in Africa with no money to pay
customs, and no where to go, and hearing The Lord to obey and wait, , to audible inward speaking from God, when dan
ger was imminent. God never let him down. This goes on and on, and for me, it is very much encouraging to know that
He yet Provides, and lets us in on our part to obey and receive.
The "Diary of John Lake" is a good one, and "Adventures with God," if you can find it.
Re: Hearing knowing - posted by crsschk (), on: 2008/5/30 8:08
Joh 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
Joh 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life.
Dear Taylor,
Think there is a great possibility of going past each other here while stating much of the same understanding. Brother
Tom I concur with and also with where you are cautioning but from a different perspective, or better, emphasis.

Quote:
-------------------------I have yet to see anyone explain straight from the Scripture that the Holy Spirit whispers into our minds what decisions we should m
ake in a given situation.
-------------------------

"Constantly" ... as you used earlier. Here, 'whispering', which I would only say ... well, yes and no, depends on a great d
eal of clarification. If I am following you correctly here I would add my own earlier experience where there was much con
fusion by a similar ... expectation to hear 'turn by turn' instruction, that being led of the Spirit was equivalent to a GPS uni
t. It became a certain madness trying to decipher the various 'voices' that these minds are capable of. A lot of that was in
ternalized from the constructs of very bad teaching, the whole quasi-world of WOF, the tendencies of zeal brought on by
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truly coming into the Light, being raised Catholic and then hearing the counter voices of far better teachers, sermons, Ch
urch history, past saints ... A whole mixed, struggling to understand ... just how is this all supposed to work?
1Co 15:46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.

Found myself in that pendulumitis as Zac Poonen coined it, going from one extreme to the other. Recognizing the error t
hat I was somewhat bound up in, went to the opposite end of the spectrum, denouncing most everything that did not line
up didactic with the new found understanding, which was more of a hard-line approach 'the letter of the law' so to speak.
I say somewhat because there was a suppressed internal nagging all along that I knew things where amiss, not right, no
t jiving.
1Co 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teache
th; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
This is a spiritual life with spiritual understanding and spiritual absolutes ...
Col 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be fill
ed with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

1Co 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.
Our warfare is spiritual, we recognize the battle and in all honestly do not even need the admonishen to tell us it is so as
Paul does. He explains more than instructs in a variety of places. (Ephesians for instance).
Even after so much time it is difficult to put into words the expression of understanding. I think that is why so many of us
are more fond of quoting others, it is because they give the expression of what we experience so much better, more artic
ulately, with greater clarity. It's the clichÃ©' like "better caught than taught". It's recognizing the spiritual atmosphere in a
ny given place, circumstance, setting. It is where the thoughtful, mindful ... internally honest soul is disturbed even in reli
gious settings where everyone else is seemingly having the time of their life while they sit like a lump, to borrow Art Katz'
language, grieved, distraught ... This is not the Lord.
But it is 'scriptural' in understanding;

Quote:
-------------------------16All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness
:
17That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

-------------------------

Absolutely. It is what many of us are saying and appealing to on a constant basis. As one of our own here put it very suc
cinctly recently to me;
... these are times to be men of the Word, and not men of "what I think the Lord is telling me."
I may well be a bit disjointed here, the thoughts are coming from different angles. Suffice it to say that what I am 'hearing
' and I mean spiritually is scripture in any given moment. In prayer, in the waking, working normative hours of the day. Th
e verses and underpinnings of them, the comparative counsel of the whole of scripture, the context and yet the principle.
The word of God comes to mind only in as much as we feed on it;
Mat 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth ou
t of the mouth of God.
Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and h
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ymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
Still feel like I have hardly touched on all this but must run, perhaps others can elaborate ...

Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/5/30 9:10
Thanks for your post.
I don't really think much more interaction on the topic is necessary on my end, as we have both presented our veiwpoint
s and the discerning reader can be left to judge what is more Scriptural.
Briefly, with regards to "... these are times to be men of the Word, and not men of "what I think the Lord is telling me."
I think the difference between this quote and me would be that I would say there we are to be men of the Word, and not
men of what I think the Lord is telling me ALL the time.
I feel strongly about this topic because I have been down the road of the viewpoint others are advocating and it is a conf
using mess. However, as I begin to realize that the Scripture alone was enough to guide me (however, I can only truly lo
ve and apprehend Scripture by the Spirit's enablement), I found that my faith and decisions were grounded on solid, eter
nal truth rather than subjective, questionable feelings/thoughts.
Both of us believe that the Spirit indwells the believer; however, we are disagreeing on the role of the Spirit. Also, I am n
ot holding a cessationist view, which implies that the Spirit used to do something and then stopped. I am saying that I do
n't see any evidence that the Lord EVER lead His people by implanting thoughts/feelings. I only read about audible spea
king or visions. Outside of that, I see a whole lot about studying the Scripture and taking heed to God's written command
s.
Thanks for posting about this, hopefully we have both been sharpened in the faith. :-)
Re: Hearing from God - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/5/30 15:57
I think our Father is maybe not finnished here.
As I write some thoughts out from this post, there is an audible :-) radio program airing on this link at this time.
http://www.crown.org/Media/default.aspx The host Chuck, of Crown Financial Ministries, talking about how God spoke to
his mind. "unsearchable revelation" They archive. I am only pointing out that they are discussing something of the
concerns here. You can easily see the points at which the death of self is needed to be mentioned and other less clearly
articulated points. (Mr. Laturno has a wonderful testimony a little like our brother who wrote God Owns My Business)

Now back to thoughts I am writing out
Re: Hearing God...Is this real???...How??, on: 2008/5/31 18:59

This post is too important to be lost in a radio broadcast. I believe that in the end, there will be multitudes that stand
before the Lord, with great regret that they did not hate their lives, and learn to give everything to Him. But How????
Jesus said; "Take heed, therefore, HOW you hear," and then, "He that has an ear, let Him Hear what the Spirit is saying
to the church."
How we hear overshadows how we respond, doesn't it? If we cannot hear, how can we obey, and honor his word?
This is not saying that my doctrine rules over yours, in the arena of obedience and submission. It does not; Even in th
e company of those who believe that the Holy spirit has ceased speaking when the Bible was canonized
Does Jesus rule in your fellowship? If the Lord is present, you will be convicted of your sin, and rejoice with Him whe
n he does. How is this possible? You will hear Him, unless the candlestick of your church has been removed by Him.
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There are dead churches you know. Can you hear Him as you wake in the morning? Why not?

Would you like for your young children to grow up, and be of those who hear God? I would bet you would. This is imp
ortant. Tom
Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/5/31 22:02
You quoted Luke 18:18, back up to verse 15 for a second.
Luk 8:15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and
bring forth fruit with patience.
What is the word in the parable of the sower? I don't think I'm going out on an exegetical limb when I say it is the
proclaimed Gospel of our Lord. Not a thought in your mind that you believe to be revelation from the Lord. This verse
has nothing to do with hearing from God in the sense of thoughts/feelings. It has to do with the preached word. Take
heed how hear the word, hear it with reverence, with meditation, learn what it means.
I strive to obey the Scripture. As I said before, there is a lot of Biblical exhortation for meditating and obeying the
Scripture. However, I find nothing for obeying the voices in my head or the feelings in my heart. Do you know what cult
emphasizes that teaching? Mormonism. A cursed cult with a false gospel.
I want my children to hear from God in his Holy Scripture, His infallible Word. That Word is sure and true, preserved
throughout the ages. We have a responsibility to study it diligently in order that we may do and believe what it says.
I have answered every verse that has been brought into this thread with what I sincerely find to be simple contextual
observation. You are simply reading what you have come to believe about "hearing" from God into the text and made it
say things it doesn't say.
As my first post stated, I still have yet to see anyone anywhere bring Scripture to the table and prove from the Scripture
that God has appointed silent thoughts/feelings in the mind to be a guide for us.
Yes, I hear the Lord every morning as I read His holy Scripture.
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (2nd Tim 3:16-17)
And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter
: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead? To the law and to the testimony: if they speak no
t according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. (Isaiah 8:19-20)
I am convicted of sin by the Scripture, I am comforted by the Lord in the Scripture, I am corrected in the Scripture, I find
what is right and wrong in the Scripture.
There are dead churches; they are the ones who forsake Scripture. I could be wrong, but you seem to be implying that t
hose who believe they are guided solely by Scripture must be dead, cold heathens. I know some godly men who would
beg to differ.
I am not teaching something new, this is sound truth accepted by godly saints throughout the ages.
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Re: - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/6/1 2:02
Sorry Brothertom. I thought my early post indicated that I take Griffo's question seriously and efforts here to articulate a
helpful balanced response. The radio program in the background was easy to notice as I searched the scriptures, noting
points that matter and considered what might be useful here versus just for me. I take it that noticing such coincidences
can confuse some, perhaps even Griffo at times. Thus the quick post.
Rather than editing down my thoughts to Griffo IÂ’ll just post them now with thoughts for Taylor Otwell to follow.
GRIFFO
Oh dear Griffo, what a windfall. I trust you are tracking all this. These wonderful sincere brothers and sisters, who unders
tand that the things of God matter greatly, are very dear. And they are not strangers to the difficulty you expressed. No o
ne growing in Christ, the Word of God, is a stranger here, either through direct experience or in close fellowship with oth
ers. Can you see the comfort each has received and apply it.
Everyone who is awake/waking up needs the balance spoken of in this thread. Balance: The soldierÂ’s position of stand
ing at Â“ready-restÂ”. I mean standing, ready to, and at rest. Balance: knowing the scripture and the power of God. Spir
it and Truth. Jesus was clear that both are needed 24 And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, be
cause ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God?(Mark 12:24)
The work He is doing in you brings you to the same fullness that the work he is doing in all believers. He made you uniq
uely (a different number of hairs on your head). He knows how to grow you. That is why we press into Him. There is not
hing objectively more trustworthy than the Word of God/scripture. Without Him/scripture that is made alive (lots of things
) but in regard to your specific question, how can you distinguish voices/thoughts/various spirits (man, yours and others,
familiar spirits)?
So, Griffo, some of what stood out to me follows and I am grateful that these were brought out.
Hmmhmm: I found things on the tape you gave in a link that were honest and had virtue. Good to think on. I trust Taylor
took a listen.
Death2Self: the battle with the Â“old manÂ”/self in control/my way-my glory that gets a deathblow at the cross, just as yo
ur name suggests stands out. Death2Self, you were not rambling! Look and see how what you said followed our LordÂ’s
response to the three temptations (the Word, the whole Word and nothing but the Word of God). I have a well-used men
tal note to examine thorny issues from that perspective.
Brotherton: John G. Lakes testimony was good to recall and one of thousands. I am so grateful we have records of thos
e that went before. Particularly when they are by their own hand. They are not scripture, not perfect, but what a gift. Earl
y on for me I recall asking missionaries, Â“How did God Â…How were you led to Â…Â” About their response, Â“Doors o
pened, doors closed.Â” I thought, Â“Well of course Â…that doesnÂ’t cut itÂ…. I mean exactly. Â“
Ginnyrose: Â“Ask Him to teach you.Â” That heart attitude always helps me. Clearly He wills to teach us (to His glory an
d our good.).
Crsschk: I appreciated your addressing exaggeration (the Â“constantlyÂ”) and balance. It was helpful to see your though
t in the scripture references. And, Meditation on His Word is so fruitful! Like getting a hold of a rope (life line) and followin
g it hand-over-hand.

Re: Spirit back of the letter - posted by crsschk (), on: 2008/6/1 9:13
Taylor,

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God h
ath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all t
hings, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is i
n him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of
the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which
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things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comp
aring spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual j
udgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may ins
truct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 1Co 2:9-16
Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; Who also hath ma
de us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.2
Co 3:5,6

Quote:
-------------------------I have answered every verse that has been brought into this thread with what I sincerely find to be simple contextual observation. Y
ou are simply reading what you have come to believe about "hearing" from God into the text and made it say things it doesn't say.
-------------------------

No, you have not but are perilously close to killing with the letter ... You will make yourself into a Pharisee and frankly ar
e starting to sound exactly like one. I am afraid you understand nothing of spiritual life only the letter.

Quote:
-------------------------For example, if you are contemplating whether to share the Gospel with someone, we already know it is God's will to share the Gos
pel via the Scripture; however, you need to take into consideration whether this is a wise time to share the Gospel, what would be good ways to appro
ach this person about the Gospel, etc.
-------------------------

Or ...
And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily. Now when they had gone throughout
Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, Act 16:5,6
If you are going to measure everything by your intellect and reason you know nothing but soulish attributes and will be g
uided and ruled of them. What is disturbing is your penchant towards extremism. Granted, this age is overwrought with s
oulish, sentimental, 'feelings' and misconstrued twisting of the scriptures. Granted, the Word of God, the scriptures .. all t
hings tested, all things measured, all things to the law and the testimony. We go to great, absurd lengths here .. the Bret
hren, the pastors and ministers, the long dead saints that dominate this site ... it is adamant and forceful ... Be good Ber
eans! It is the battle cry in this age of deception. It is redundant and constant. All these things and more ...
Yet, for all this you still cannot 'hear' because your fixed expectation is to have your ears reverberated by sound waves a
nd propose that is how the indwelt Spirit operates. If that be so He would never need to take up residence, only a bullhor
n, a microphone and PA system or a physical apparition speaking, a voice from the clouds ... can you not see how ridicu
lous this all is?
Joh 10:16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and t
here shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
Joh 10:26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.
Joh 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me
That voice is internal and that voice does not contradict itself in word, thought or deed.
Luk 24:32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while
he opened to us the scriptures?
How long did the Lord walk and talk directly into their hearing and they did not recognize Him? Their hearts burned even
while he opened to them the very scriptures themselves and yet it still took something other, something past ...
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Luk 24:31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.
Physical eyes? Physical hearing? Physical voice?
Brother, I fear for you if you do not develop a spiritual understanding.

Quote:
-------------------------I could be wrong, but you seem to be implying that those who believe they are guided solely by Scripture must be dead, cold heathe
ns. I know some godly men who would beg to differ.
-------------------------

Your spirit is giving off a coldness and a contentious mindset. I know these same godly men, guided solely by scripture
would indeed beg to differ with you yourself.
And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfi
lled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he th
eir understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,
I pray He might open your understanding as well.
Do a study on spirit, on spiritual, on the Holy Spirit and anything related. Likewise study the heart and understanding fro
m beginning to end, the whole counsel of Gods word. This has always been the Lords great controversy with his creatur
es, that they do not know Him in the manner and ways that he would have us to.
Cannot even begin to touch on the matter of prayer in your constructs, it would seem foolish and unnecessary to even b
other with the exercise of prayer, with pleading and intercession when there is no expectation of answer lest it be audibl
e ...
Edit: Almost forgot just where I had been reading this morning as yet another example ...
Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake befo
re concerning Judas ...
And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and said,
Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen ...
And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. Act 1:16-26

Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/6/1 13:00
I'll answer all the Scriptural arguments you presented...
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things whic
h God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit sear
cheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not th
e spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of G
od. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teac
heth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that
is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that
he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 1Co 2:9-16
This passage states that those who have the Spirit of God can understand, cherish, and love the things of God because
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they have that Spirit to reveal it to them and to show the beauty of it to them. That does not mean, nor does it say anywh
ere in the verse, that the Spirit reveals it by a voice in our heads. I'm sure you have studied the Bible with someone who
simply did not cherish or grasp the beauty of the gospel, that is what this verse is talking about. They were not able to be
cause the Spirit did not reveal the beauty of it to them. You are assuming the Spirit reveals it by inward suggestions, I a
m stating that the mind and haert are opened to understand, cherish, and love the Scripture and what it teaches.
Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; Who als
o hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but th
e spirit giveth life.2Co 3:5,6
This verse has been taken out of context many times in this thread. It is saying nothing about what this thread is talking
about. Paul is talking about the Law vs. Grace as a system of salvation. They are not ministers of the letter (law, Ten Co
mmandments) as a way of salvation. I'll offer Matthew Henry's exposition...
He distinguishes between the letter and the spirit even of the New Testament, 2Co_3:6. As able ministers of the New Te
stament, they were ministers not merely of the letter, to read the written word, or to preach the letter of the gospel only, b
ut they were ministers of the Spirit also; the Spirit of God did accompany their ministrations. The letter killeth; this the lett
er of the law does, for that is the ministration of death; and if we rest only in the letter of the gospel we shall be never the
better for so doing, for even that will be a savour of death unto death; but the Spirit of the gospel, going along with the mi
nistry of the gospel, giveth life spiritual and life eternal.
Matthew Henry is speaking of the Gospel's life-changing power in contrast to the law's condemning power. This passage
has nothing to do with how God guides people, and should not be treated as such.
And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily. Now when they had gone thr
oughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, Act
16:5,6
Again, you have to make assumptions to make this passage say what you want it so say. This could have been similar t
o Peter's vision of the animals being clean in Acts 10. How do you know it wasn't an audible voice or a vision?
Joh 10:16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voic
e; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
They will hear his voice in the sense of Romans 8:29-30. They are the elect (sheep), God opens their hearts to receive t
he gospel, and in that sense, they hear His voice. Jesus is contrasting the sheep (elect) with the Pharisees whom he de
clares are not his sheep. They cannot hear his voice, they cannot accept the Gospel, they have no desire to obey the G
ospel. These verses are a matter of believing the Gospel or not and why certain people believe. These verses are not sp
eaking of how some people are guided by inward thoughts and some are not.
Luk 24:32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, an
d while he opened to us the scriptures?
The Lord's people often do have their hearts burning with passion, desire, and emotion. This still has nothing to do with
being guided by inward thoughts.
The passage about casting lots also says nothing about being guided by inward voices.
-----------------------------------Regarding how this works in prayer -- I'll offer some insight from my life.
Some major things I pray for are: God's kingdom would come to earth and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven, d
aily provision, sanctification, forgiveness, understanding of His Scripture, and for the salvation of others.
Which one of these requires an an answer in my mind? I don't see any that do. Which one of the petitions in the Lord's p
rayer requires an answer via thoughts in my mind? None.
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The Lord has already answered them in the Scripture. "Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness shall be filled", "O
f the increase of His government shall be no end", "Do not worry for your life", "For all these things (clothes, food) do the
nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things."
This has always been the Lords great controversy with his creatures, that they do not know Him in the manner
and ways that he would have us to.
Exactly. Some worship a god according to what they feel, and some worship God according to what He commands. I am
not implying you are worshiping a false god, but I do think that the Lord has provided a perfect Scripture as our guide, an
d it is sufficient to guide me in all situations.
My fathers in the faith sealed this truth with their blood. I know this may come off "cold" on an online message board, but
I'm really passionate about the fact that the Scripture is sufficient. I'm against dead, cold mental assent to facts just as w
ell as you. I just don't feel being passionate , joyful, and fervent for our Lord requires listening to inward thoughts and su
ggestions. The Scripture is what made the disciple's hearts burn within them, and understanding that Scripture is what m
akes my heart burn with passion.
Also, I am passionate about this because I have been through this myself. I know what the confusion is like of trying to di
scern inward voices. I know people are often burdened because the inward voices in their mind harass them constantly
with demands and obligations that throw them into a works-driven trap. I also know that people are often on the other en
d of the spectrum, walking in ungodliness because they feel that the Lord doesn't really hate sin that much. I am striving
to proclaim freedom from both of these pits. Freedom from trying to discern your inward feelings and suggestions, and tu
rning to a perfect Scripture that is sufficient to make the man of God complete.
Re: Ballance in Hearing - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/6/1 13:43
To Taylor
If it seems I am going slowly here, it is my effort to be clear and not introduce ideas that sidetrack the heart of the issue,
as I understand it. I think I am accurate in saying, about myself, that the Word of God is sufficient AND I hear His voice
and recognize it as different from mine.
In the extreme, on the one hand we have in churches those who offers all kinds of things under the guise of Â“I heard fro
m the LordÂ…and God said to me Â…spoke to my heartÂ….Â” Damage here includes false doctrine, confusion, Â“torm
ent and unnecessary burdenÂ” and some (only some) of what prompted GriffoÂ’s question.
On the other hand, in the extreme, we have in churches (what are some of the words?) dead orthodoxy, legalism, Pharis
ees. Damage includes hypocrisy. Maybe you have come across this description of the extremes: Truth without Spirit you
Dry Up, Spirit without Truth you Blow Up; Truth and Spirit you Grow Up. Phil. 3:10 has the treatment for both extremes.
I donÂ’t hear either extreme in these posts. I do hear you, Taylor, found a way out of Â“torment and an unnecessary bur
den,Â” that might have led to one extreme. I also hear the love of an intimate relationship with God through His indwelli
ng Holy Spirit, treasuring the ability to hear and distinguish His voice. These are appeals for the centrality of Truth, of th
e Word of God and the reality of the indwelling Holy Spirit (in this case hearing God).
I will try here to clear the table of this discussion and see what is left on it to consider because I think there are some thi
ngs left to consider.
#1 Surely everyone agrees with you that using an Â“inner-voiceÂ” as an alternative to scripture is a bad/dangerous ide
a/practice. You make an important point because we can all recall specific people that seem to have fallen into that with
sad results. There is testimony, yours included, in this thread of the confusion that takes over when going off in that direc
tion. So,
Â“inner-vioceÂ” as an alternative to scripture can be taken off the table.
#2 I did not read anyone supporting the Â“constantly speakingÂ” you introduced as objectionable: Â“constantly speakin
g into our minds what to doÂ”/ Â“what I think the Lord is telling me ALL the timeÂ”. So yourÂ“constantly speakingÂ” can
be taken off the table.

Hearing GodÂ’s voice remains on the table: audible (I take it you mean could have been heard by others near by) or ina
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udible (in the mind of the hearer).
Toward clarity on the inner experience of thinking: With the exception of individuals born deaf (as the world understands
deaf), when we think, read, meditate, etc., our thoughts, as we perceive them, are heard inwardly in words. They are wo
rds and they are not broadcast audibly to any flesh. I take it that this is what people mean by Â“hearingÂ” when there is
no audible- to-others sound. Some people, when they are concentrating strongly on what they are reading say they Â“g
o blind to the ink words on the paper, see what is being written about, donÂ’t recall turning pages even.Â” They simply h
ear the written words like a story being recited and if they see something, they see what is being heard.Â” Forgive me fo
r being so tedious but it seems needful and it goes somewhere. For a contrast here: Deaf people utilize other senses, lik
e they see pictures in a flow without the sound of words.
Now the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ and, born again, we have the Mind of Christ. Meditation, thinking GodÂ’s thoug
hts after Him is a perfect aid here. I have never heard of anyone who does not consider that part of the growing in Christ
we experience. Paul takes pains to distinguish between what is of Christ and what is of Paul on some points. Making su
ch a distinction is clearly possible and at times necessary. I think this is the distinction Griffo looks for at a gross level. H
ow to recognize as Â“mineÂ” or GodÂ’s specific thoughts (that would be inwardly hearable words) or what others happe
n to say (audibly of course).
So far I have not answered your requirement: I don't see any evidence that the Lord EVER lead His people by implantin
g thoughts/feelings. I only read about audible speaking or visions.
Scripture to consider in evidence. What do you understand to be the difference between Mary hearing Jesus in John 2
0:15 and in 20:16. Both were audible. Yet something of her hearing in the second case allowed her to identify the audibl
e voice of the Lord as the Lords. What would be the point here of speaking in a way that she did not recognize Him. Crs
schk elaborated on this. IÂ’m just keeping the focus narrow. In addition to opening ears to hear we have the examples of
opening eyes to see. Regarding the Emmaus Road, Luke says they were not able to see Him. Mark says He appeared i
n another form. The Lord opened the eyes of ElishaÂ’s servant. Did everyone else in the neighborhood see? Did the se
rvant see both at once? These men were men just like us. How do we know if, when the prophets report hearing the Lor
d, that they heard Him audibly when Scripture most often doesnÂ’t say they heard Him audibly. What would be the point
, or the need, of a prophet speaking the Word of God, if God spoke in an audible-to-others voice?
What a racket there would be if every time we heard from Him it was audible to others. What confusion: Â“Are you talkin
g to me?Â” What potential for gossip. Sorry, sorry. The hour is late. :lol: Humor helps.
Romans 10: 13-18 is wonderful sandwich in context, with the audible, the center unspecified hearing of the Word of God
, and the inaudible.

Now to the hard part that you put on the table. You say:
Every decision can be made in light of the Bible, and if the Scripture gives no clear teaching or the situation is something
indifferent, you are free to decide.
When I read what you say slowly, I find that (#1) the decisions I make are limited to what I already know of the Bible. W
hile it is an admirable goal to truly know the whole Word of God (Paul pressed on in his whole life to know Him), it is par
alyzing in effect if needed before decision-making, albeit good for stopping someone running around after every voice.
(#2) I see one can treat this parallization with Â“if Scripture gives no clear teaching Â“ and Â“the situation is something i
ndifferentÂ” and Â“you are free to decide.Â”
Â“if Scripture gives no clear teaching Â“ There are a lot of pitfalls in that treatment: If you think that Scripture is sufficient
to guide, how could it give no clear teaching on anything we would encounter? We can study the Bible and find much, in
context, to the point guidance, that cannot all be applied in a situation at once. Recall all your lessons in learning to appl
y.
Â“the situation is something indifferentÂ” What doesnÂ’t seem to matter to me often seems to matter to God. What I usu
ally find is Grace: God working together for good. Who would ever want to defend a list of situations about which such a
Holy God is indifferent?

Page 22/34

General Topics :: Hearing God's Voice

Â“you are free to decide.Â” It seems to us we do always decide(when the scripture has been searched enough, is it cle
ar, does God care). The pit fall here is Â“Oh goodie. I always wanted to decide between good and evil.Â” Will there not b
e an accounting for every word?
Surely you heard the plea for the Spirit of God in the posts. And there is always the needful death of self that can hide as
we walk out of confusion.

(#3) Then there is escaping paralysis by the extreme of finding a Pharisee. This is the concern I hear expressed in post
s. For untold lifetimes, the Jews had the Scriptures that spoke of the Son of Man/ Son of God. Jesus spoke as though th
ey were sufficient. They searched the scriptures. When they finally gave up worshiping the idols made by their neighbors
, with great effort they built up, out of the words of man an idol to worship. They Â“changed Â“ the Word of God (logos
) into the words (rhema) of man. They took the words (rhema not logos) of Moses, recorded in the Torah, and wrote wha
t Â“rest and no labor on the SabbathÂ” meant (Matthew 12:3-8), what Â“adulteryÂ” and Â“honoring your mother and fath
er,Â” meant (Mark 8:9-13). In that way they not God said what was good and evil using their human mind (Genesis 3:5
). In this way they built up/fashioned, generation by generation, an image of God to worship, an idol made with their min
ds, rather than their hands, made of the words of man rather than wood. They exchanged the truth for a lie. Their imagin
ation of God lifted itself up against the knowledge of God so their judgment of what Jesus did became the judgment of m
an not righteous judgment (John 7:22-24). Trusting in the words of man, made man himself their idol and they worshipe
d man: So, they said, Â“Abraham is our father.Â” lifting up the man Abraham and not God.
The idol they made blinded them. Psalm 115:5b-6a, 8 states this clearly in speaking of idols made by man and what ha
ppens to idol makers:
Â“ Â… eyes they have, but they see not: They have ears, but they hear not Â… They that make them are like unto them
; so is everyone that trusteth in them.Â”
Idols are teachers of lies that idol-makers trust in (Habakkuk 2:18). Satan fathered manÂ’s making of gods as he fathere
d lies (You shall not surely die Â…you shall be as gods). Blindness (not seeing, not knowing, not understanding) and de
afness are both a witness (Isaiah 44:9b) and the work of Satan (Isaiah 44:18)
This is just one application that stood out to me in the warning Brothertom referenced (to support the fact of hearing): T
ake care how you hear (Luke 8:18). If I hear the words of man, I am deaf to the Word of God. Before the Spirit of God is
given, we can easily fall prey to the elaborated blindness that Jesus described (Matthew 11-13) or some other elaborate
d blindness (evolution that worships the creatureÂ’s flesh improving itself, psychology that worships manÂ’s soul improvi
ng the self, the worldview of Hitler that worships the generation of a race/nation of supermen, American case law that wo
rships manÂ’s ever improving interpretation of right and wrong, etc.). We must know whom we worship (John 4:24).
Back to Balance: It makes good sense to point anyone to the Word of God who is confused with Â“hearing God, discerni
ng and doing His will rather than their own, other people' or the will of familiar spirits,Â” just don't neglect the power of G
od Phil 3:10.--- Sigh.---Please forgive me for not shortening this.

Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/6/1 14:18
Â“if Scripture gives no clear teaching Â“ There are a lot of pitfalls in that treatment: If you think that Scripture i
s sufficient to guide, how could it give no clear teaching on anything we would encounter? We can study the Bi
ble and find much, in context, to the point guidance, that cannot all be applied in a situation at once. Recall all y
our lessons in learning to apply.
Â“the situation is something indifferentÂ” What doesnÂ’t seem to matter to me often seems to matter to God. W
hat I usually find is Grace: God working together for good. Who would ever want to defend a list of situations ab
out which such a Holy God is indifferent?
Â“you are free to decide.Â” It seems to us we do always decide(when the scripture has been searched enough,
is it clear, does God care). The pit fall here is Â“Oh goodie. I always wanted to decide between good and evil.Â”
Will there not be an accounting for every word?
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The Scripture doesn't state where I am to live, where I am to work, who I am to marry, etc. The Scripture does exhort m
e to make godly, wise decisions that will be to God's glory and for the good of my family (if I have one). So, as I look for
a job, I take potential jobs and I consider if they would be wise jobs to take (will it be a compromise to holiness, etc.). If I
find nothing sinful about the job, I am free to either take the job or not take the job. It's my decision. I trust God in His pro
vidence to work all things for good. I have a command from Scripture to work with my hands in order to provide for myse
lf.
The same thing goes for marriage. Again, the Scripture gives general guidelines. Is the woman godly, are we a good ma
tch, etc? If so, do I want to marry her? It is my decision.
Now, of course, I am going to pray about those decisions. I am going to pray for the Lord to give me a sound mind, wise
judgment according to His Scripture, etc... I am not going to pray "Lord, please tell me if you want me to do this" then if I
feel a warm feeling or "yes" suggested into my mind assume the Lord is approving of my decision.
Also, it would be wise to seek counsel from godly people who know you personally.
That is what I meant by freedom to decide.
Regarding the Scriptural evidence you presented:
I am not sure what the witness of the risen Lord in either of the cases presented really have to do with the topic in this th
read. Both of those situations are situations where the party involved did not recognize the physical person of Jesus.
--------------------------------I really appreciate the people who are interacting in this thread. I think this could prove to be a valuable resource for rea
ders who want to see both sides of the issue presented and hopefully come to a Scriptural conclusion.
I am being firm in my arguments, but please do not take that as being hateful with the people involved. I am sure if we w
ere to meet in person we would have good fellowship over the things of God.
Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2008/6/1 14:56
My own experience is when God speaks to me it has been as it was with elijah.
And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great
and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind:
and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the
LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped hi
s face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him,
and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?

1 Ki 19:11-13
Now i havent heard an audible voice, but God has spoken to me many times, but 95% of the times it has been through s
cripture.
I think it is very vital to KNOW the scriptures well, it is the sword that cut and divide through the soulish and the spiritual.
We use the sword to discern if it was god who spoke, as we also do when we hear a "prophet" speak, we use the word t
o discern if that word was from the Lord or just from that prophets own imagination.
here we have to know the word, it is interesting, that the bible says:
Heb 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividi
ng asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
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so we need to use this sword to separate what God may have spoken and not. The major bones in our body have marro
w in them, i have heard that the line that separates the two, is so thin, you cant almost tell where the marrow starts and t
he bone ends.
So it is sometimes with us and the discerning between the soulish and the spiritual.

Christian

Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/6/1 16:19
hmmhmm,
Elijah heard a voice. An audible voice.
I have been trying to show that there is no Biblical evidence or support for a "God has spoken to me, but not with an audi
ble voice" view.
To believe we receive infallible thoughts (which is what they would be if God was giving us revelation in our thoughts) is
to set ourselves up as little popes.
The belief in a perfect and sufficient Scripture that needs no supplements is the only antidote for this. The Holy Spirit en
ables us to understand, love, and cherish the Scripture; however, I see no evidence that the Holy Spirit reveals things to
us via thoughts in the mind.
Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2008/6/1 16:48
Mat 10:27 What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the
housetops.
Rev 3:22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Strongs
G3775
&#959;&#965;&#787;&#834;&#962;
ous
ooce
Apparently a primary word; the ear (physically or mentally): - ear.

Thayer Definition:
1) the ear
2) metaphorically the faculty of perceiving with the mind, the faculty of understanding and knowing
Part of Speech:

I do understand what you getting at, there are two extremes here, we see many saying they hear Gods voice and saying
Gods spirit speaking through them , and as they speak they speak against what we have as written scripture. And on a p
ersonal level it can also be misused and mixed up and so on.
But.... what does christians who never once in their life read a bible or have opportunity to do so?
Cant they be lead by God? hearing his spirit speak to their spirit?
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Deep calleth unto deep

Dont you think we see many examples throughout the bible of this? I can agree with your warnings, but as your saying g
oes over there :-P
dont throw out the baby with the bath water

:-)

Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/6/1 17:09
Matthew 10:27 is referring to the gospel that Jesus gave to the apostles to declare to the people. It doesn't appear to be
anything impressed on their mind outside of what Jesus had told them.
Revelation 3:22 is an exhortation to take heed to what had been spoken by the Lord and recorded in writing by the
Apostle John in this instance. Again, it has nothing to do with impressions upon the mind. The letters were what the
Spirit had spoken to the churches. It was written down.
Regarding Christians who have never read the Bible.... apparently, in all likelihood, someone who knew the Bible must
have taught them what the Bible says, or else they would not be Christians. So, if they have a teacher who does know
what the Bible says, they can be guided as that person expounds the Scripture to them and explains it to them.
However, this is straying away from Scripture reasoning and just throwing out hypothetical situations to try and solve the
dispute.
Dont you think we see many examples throughout the bible of this?
Like?
Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2008/6/2 4:53
I think we see it all over in acts, The spirit speaking to people, telling them where to go and sometimes stopping them
from going.
Sometimes the spirit sent forth men, The Holy Spirit is not as much a feeling as he is a person.
God spoke
Jesus spoke
And the spirit speaks...
God is the same,

Mat 10:20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.
God may speak to me and through me by his spirit.
of course he wont contradict his already written word.
I think we can draw much from Gods prophet Haggai
Hag 1:13 Then spake Haggai the LORD'S messenger in the LORD'S message unto the people, saying, I am with you,
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saith the LORD.

the LORD'S messenger in the LORD'S message
I think when Gods spirit, the person is transforming us from glory to glory we will die to ourself, our own words and our w
hole being will be one with God, when we speak it is God that speaks through us. We are the Lords message, God lives
in us
We speak from experience what God already done for us. If it was not so how could we know? is the spirits witness a fe
eling or what do you think?
Is it audible words in our minds? Myself have never had such experience, but i have heard the spirit speaking to me. So
metimes stopping me from saying something, going somewhere, or said to me "Christian, stopp , turn around go back a
nd say your sorry for the way you said that"
ect , ect
But as I said , we need to know the spirits voice, the Shepard's voice, because there are many voices, we have our own
soulish voice, God spoke the whole creation into being, he spoke to men in OT, he spoke to us through his son Jesus, a
nd now we have another comforter/guide.
just my thoughts....

God bless you brother
Re: Spirit back of the Letter - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/6/2 14:41
Crssch: In your Spirit back of the Letter post, you suggested to Taylor: Do a study on spirit, on spiritual, on the Holy Spir
it and anything related. Likewise study the heart and understanding from beginning to end, the whole counsel of Gods w
ord. This has always been the Lords great controversy with his creatures, that they do not know Him in the manner and
ways that he would have us to.
What a wonderful idea for anyone. There is so much to be gained by agreeing with the Word of God. IsnÂ’t that why we l
ove Taylor so much: his heart for the Word of God. I have great CONFIDENCE IN GOD (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), the W
ord of God.
Anyway, I was reminded after that post last night of Job: the door to revival that is there. In particular, GodÂ’s view of Jo
b (perfect, upright, feared God, eschewed evil, his servant). Setting aside the HOW of his Â“knowledge of scriptureÂ”, h
e both successfully knew and obeyed. Meeting God (could I call that revival) we see our nature and are changed. A won
derful death (Job 27:6, 40:4, 42:6)
FROM
6 My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live.
TO
4 Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth.
AND
6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.
All this from a man that knew and obeyed.
Returning to your recommended study of the Holy Spirit:
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Hebrews 9:14 Â– Â“through the Eternal SpiritÂ” Jesus offered himself without spot to God
Romans 8:13 Â– only through the Holy Spirit that we can put to death the flesh.
Of course there are thousands of eternal truths in these verses but the one that encouraged me today takes note of the
PROCESS that occurs for every indwelt child of God.

Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2008/6/2 15:50
What does you folks make of this verse? to me it is pretty clear :-)
Act 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon
that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
Act 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them.

Re: The Holy Ghost said - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/6/2 17:46
LOVE IT I DO - (and much to the point)
I recall years ago. In a Bible study, about 15 of us. I was oh so slowly growing. There may well have been an unbelievin
g-but-drawn one there. We had finnished one book of the Bible and in discussing what to study next, everyone had a diff
erent idea, favorite, and reason to take that up next. Not one suggestion the same book.
So we prayed (a simple, short prayer) and took a silent vote on pieces of paper. Yup. 15 people wrote "Acts", me include
d. Not one of us had suggested Acts earlier. It was a wonder to each of us. Joy broke out. We even made a song up (wi
sh I could remember it). There was no audible-to-others voice. Thank you for the memories. :-D Hummhumm I think you
r verses are wonderful, to the point
Re: - posted by Griffo, on: 2008/6/8 17:06
Thanks all for your replies etc.
Well, I concluded that what I thought was God speaking was GOD speaking and acted on it. All is well. Can't go into de
tails but it was the right thing to do.
On reflection the only times I have questioned whether what I think is God's voice is in fact God's voice is when I don't w
ant to do what he is asking me!!
Re: - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2008/6/8 18:49
Hi Griffo,
I am just curious, how did you conclude that God has spoken to you?
Re: - posted by death2self (), on: 2008/6/8 18:51
Quote:
-------------------------On reflection the only times I have questioned whether what I think is God's voice is in fact God's voice is when I don't want to do w
hat he is asking me!!
-------------------------

Amen! That's a truth to remember when you don't want to do what the Holy Spirit tells you to do...
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Re: - posted by shueperdan, on: 2019/5/15 13:52
I don't believe in Sola Scriptura because Jesus didn't/doesn't: John 5:39
Scripture was also not sufficient for all needs, needs fulfilled by the New Testament Prophets in the book of Acts: Acts 1
1:27-30
We are still in the New Testament.

Re: - posted by docs (), on: 2019/5/15 18:11
What else do you look to besides scripture for instruction in the faith and guidance? If Jesus does not believe in scripture
alone for knowledge of Him what else would He direct us to?
Re: Hearing God's Voice, on: 2019/6/8 16:10
Grace, mercy, truth, and the fulness of Christ - including His spiritually discerned wisdom, knowledge, guidance and
direction - be with those who are called according to His purposes...
As has been rightly reminded to us, in the thread by some, the Bible clearly assures us, "Jesus Christ IS THE SAME
YESTERDAY AND TODAY AND FOREVER." (Hebrews 13:8 NASB). I would also submit to you this additional
reminder: "...the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His
worshipers. â€œGod is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.â€• (John 4:23-24)
Most certainly, we need to know and rightly handle the Scriptures and whole Bible. "All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate,
equipped for every good work." (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NASB) We are also told, "Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with
all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness
in your hearts to God." (Colossians 3:15-16 NASB)
Yet, never lose sight of this reality: Jesus is the LIVING WORD! (John 1:1, 12-18 NASB) He's still alive and well,
speaking through both written and spiritually-received and appraised words. How does He do it? Mainly, by way of the
Holy Spirit, which the Father sent to dwell WITHIN those called and appointed to believe! Jesus Himself told us, clearly,
He would send us a Helper, after He left this earth, saying, "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own
initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. He will glorify Me, for He
will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine
and will disclose it to you." (John 16:12-15 NASB) He also said, "These things I have spoken to you while abiding with
you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to
your remembrance all that I said to you." (John 14:25-26 NASB)
As a result, whether we read something in the Bible or hear a message from the Spirit, we must be spiritual in our
approach - meaning, we must walk by and be filled with the Spirit, relying upon Him to guide, teach, clarify, etc.! Notice
the way one cannot go without the other, in this excerpt from Ephesians 6:17-18 NASB: "and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit..." Know and trust the Spirit to be the
One to effectively deliver the word of God to us as we are told in Hebrews 4:12 NASB: "For the word of God is living
and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints
and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart."
Paul tells us in Romans 8:14,16 "For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God...The Spirit
Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God..." We need to first be sure the Spirit is actually within
ourselves and be led by Him!
***Therefore, humbly, yet boldly and without hesitation, allow me to state this: Anyone who does not acknowledge and
experience the reality and need for direct, intimate, individual and group communication and direction, by God via His
Spirit, in order to relay to us important things about Himself and His will, with specific detail in this life, is unspiritual and
does not worship the Lord in Spirit and truth.
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Consider these passages, which speak to being able to understand and distinguish God's ways of communicating with
us, intimately and directly.
***â€œFor who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the
thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words
taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. But a
natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand
them, because they are spiritually appraised. But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by
no one. For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind
of Christ." (1 Corinthians 2:10-16 NASB)
Kurt's note: ***Perhaps, more than any other one passage in the Bible, this clearly explains to us the way God reveals
things into our spirits and minds, if we have them filled with and set on His Spirit, in order to reveal, teach, lead, etc.
Again, anyone who would deny this is fleshly and unspiritual, unable and/or unwilling to receive the things of God.
â€œNow there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.
There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to
another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spiritâ€¦and to another
prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spiritsâ€¦But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to
each one individually just as He willsâ€¦â€• (1 Corinthians 12:7-11 NASB)
Kurt's note: It's always important we keep in mind the role the Holy Spirit plays in distributing God's communications via
spiritual gifts. Even if some of these involve speaking something outwardly, the initial sense or recognition of the things
being expressed is spiritual, discerned by the gifted peoples minds set on and filled with the Holy Spirit - WITHIN and
INDWELLING!
â€œIt is written, â€˜MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF
THE MOUTH OF GOD.â€™â€• (Matthew 4:4 NASB)
â€œâ€¦and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he puts forth all
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. A stranger they simply will not
follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangersâ€¦I have other sheep, which are not of
this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.â€•
(John 10:3-5, 16 NASB)
"Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets
have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of
which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. You are from God, little children, and have
overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore
they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who
is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error." (1 John 4:1-6 NASB)
Psalm 143:10 NASB says, "Teach me to do Your will,
For You are my God;
Let Your good Spirit lead me on level ground
Proverbs 3:5-6 says, "Trust in the LORD with all your heart
And do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make your paths straight.
At this point, I'd like to point out I have not even mentioned dreams and visions, which are just as prevalent today as in
any Biblical story we have read. I've even known one man, who heard the audible voice of God, in telling him the
woman he was to marry. Let us never think God cannot and does not continue to communicate in a variety of ways, as
He sees fit!
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Now, as to Biblical examples, which show us people actually being led by specific promptings and discerned thoughts,
communicated by the Spirit internally, consider the following:
â€œJesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around by the Spirit in the wildernessâ€¦â€•
(Luke 4:1 NASB)
from Kurt: **Note the important emphasis Luke places on telling us Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit (inside), being also
led around by Him. There is no mention of Godâ€™s voice from on high, an angel speaking to Him, etc. Since we are
told Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith, and we should walk as He walked, it clearly follows any genuinely
born again, Spirit-filled believer is able and should seek to be led by the Spirit in life on this earth.
â€œBut an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, â€˜Get up and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem
to Gazaâ€¦â€™ So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuchâ€¦Then the Spirit said to Philip, â€œGo up
and join this chariot.â€• (Excerpts from Acts 8:26-29 NASB)
from Kurt: **Take note, the distinction between the angel first speaking; then, the Spirit directing Philip. Because the
Spirit is within, it is very plausible, even likely, this communication was within his own spirit/mind, not external and
audible. In any case, whether from within himself or outwardly, the Holy Spirit guided and directed Philipâ€™s course of
action.
â€œPaul purposed in the Spirit to go to Jerusalemâ€¦â€• (Acts 19:21 NASB)
from Kurt: **Whether the Spirit gave Paul very specific direction or not, he made a spiritual decision, as one filled and
led by the Spirit.
â€œWhile Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, â€œBehold, three men are looking for you. â€˜But
get up, go downstairs and accompany them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself.â€™â€• â€œThe Spirit told
me to go with them without misgivings.â€• (Acts 10:19-20; 11:12 NASB)
from Kurt: **This came shortly after Peter had been spoken to, verbally, during a vision. Again, we see a clear
distinction, in the text, between God using the sound of a voice, compared with His Spirit communicating. Since the
Holy Spirit is generally referred to as filling people, internally, it follows the direction given by the same Spirit is, at least
commonly, via internal thoughts - discerned by the one to whom the Spirit is communicating Godâ€™s wisdom, will or
direction.
â€œFor it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentialsâ€¦â€•
(Acts 15:28 NASB)
â€œWhile they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, â€˜Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for
the work to which I have called them.â€™ Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they
sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to
Cyprus.â€• (Acts 13:2-4 NASB)
â€œAnd there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for
the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lordâ€™s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the templeâ€¦â€• (Luke
2:25-27 NASB)
Now, I'd like to acknowledge some of you, in this thread, who very-well communicated simple, central, aspects of being
actively guided by the Lord. Forgive me if I leave anyone out, as I'm trying to get the point across, more than be
exhaustive my posting:
from hmmhmm/Christian:
Quote:
-------------------------I think we see it all over in acts, The spirit speaking to people, telling them where to go and sometimes stopping them from going. S
ometimes the spirit sent forth men, The Holy Spirit is not as much a feeling as he is a person. God spoke, Jesus spoke, And the spirit speaks, God is t
he same. Mat 10:20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. God may speak to me and through me by his spiri
t...of course he wont contradict his already written word.
-------------------------
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Brother in Sweden, I may also testify to countless times the Lord's Spirit has led me in similar ways to those you describ
e - hallelujah! Thank you for sharing.
from JoanM:
Quote:
-------------------------Now the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ and, born again, we have the Mind of Christ. Meditation, thinking GodÂ’s thoughts after Hi
m is a perfect aid here. I have never heard of anyone who does not consider that part of the growing in Christ we experience. Paul takes pains to distin
guish between what is of Christ and what is of Paul on some points. Making such a distinction is clearly possible and at times necessary.
-------------------------

This certainly parallels the passage from 1 Corinthians 10:16 NASB
from unnamed entry on 5/28 at 20:46
Quote:
-------------------------I have traveled extensively, preaching the gospel in the far east. I did so by revelation, in each instance, even unto the exact cities,
sometimes. How was this possible? I am often bewildered, but I am often led by God, as He directs me in a multitude of ways, and yes, some of them
similar to New Testament revelation. I love the Scripture, but there is a small still voice that I am learning to hear, more and more. What does it mean t
o you as the Word says; "He that has an Ear, let him hear what the SPIRIT says unto the churches." Could the Spirit be ministering conviction, righteo
usness and Justice in specific ways? If the Bible is the embodiment of everything He ever wants to communicate, why is He yet speaking to the Churc
h?? If you take the supernatural guidance out of the New testament, from ACTS on, I doubt if there would be a Church. As you fondly referred to thes
e historical leaders, do you have any idea how many of the saints in these archives had regular experiences of guidance outside of the scriptures?; an
d had amazing prophetic experiences with the Father? No one is excluding the authority of the Scripture, and admonishing Saints to follow their impre
ssions , yet as we know Him more, and are aware of being led by the Spirit more, then we are able to hear his voice better, just like the Bible says. Th
ere is safety there also. Sometimes things grieve me in the body. This is not all because I know the scriptures have been violated, but because of an i
nner witness in which my spirit bears witness with His Spirit, and I am aware of death or deception, even beyond my senses or my mind. Sometimes th
ese too, are very specific. I have known hundreds of Christians that have had these witnesses. How? I give according to my leading; Often specific am
ounts of money. I give according to my burden. This is guidance to me.
-------------------------

from Sandra/ginnyrose:
Quote:
-------------------------I would suggest you ask the LORD to teach you to recognize his voice when he speaks to you. I would think we would all agree He
will not tell you to do something contrary to the Word of God, but what you are interested in is in the everyday things of life which calls for a decision an
d you are at a loss to know which way to go. I have learned also that the LORD will often tell you to do something that defies logic - at the moment. W
hen you do the logical thing, you will discover later you should have followed that still small voice instead.
The short of the long is to simply ask the LORD to be taught by Him and mean it when you ask and be willing to follow through with obedience. Disobe
dience is the greatest hinderance to experiencing the Spirit-filled life. Actually, the scriptures calls it sin.
-------------------------

Amen and amen; well said! Your entry reminds me of this, from 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 NASB: "Do not quench the Sp
irit; do not despise prophetic utterances. But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; abstain from
every form of evil." I also love your point about things God directs not always being logical. I've definitely experienced t
hat, very commonly, seeing things work out wonderfully, despite not being able to anticipate the end result ahead of time
. Also, my experience tells me He may simply being testing us, helping us learn to discern His voice more clearly, as we
ll as disciplining us by testing whether we will simply obey - logical command or not. May we learn to focus on simply he
eding His commands, rather than questioning and wondering, first!
from ANewInHim:
Quote:
-------------------------God is looking at your heart and your willingness to submit to him. Obedience is better than sacrifice. God is the same yesterday, t
oday, and forever more, he does not change. Yet he requires us to change, he who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying.
Amen and amen; well said!
from unnamed on 5/28 at 6:28:
Quote:
-------------------------This is why we must wait on the Lord, live a life of the kind of submission and worship that positions our self to be led by Him, and t
o hear him. Ask God to lead you and guide you each an every time you leave your house. Ask him to bring the "order of the Lord" into every day as y
ou begin your day. Begin each and every day with that spirit. Begin every day with devotions, bible reading, and worship until it becomes habitual, an
d then as you know Him more, you will hear Him more, naturally. Develop a secret life with God. Stop depending on any other to hear God for you, an
d he will give you ears to hear Him.
-------------------------
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from Ed/death2self:
Quote:
-------------------------The best way to hear God's voice is to quickly obey Him when He asks you to do something (or not to do something, which is equall
y important). If you're slow to obey, he'll be slow to speak. It's not complicated but I oftentimes forget this simple concept. The second question is do I
have an agenda other than the kingdom of God? If the answer is yes, they'll be a mixture of self with God and it's gets very difficult to discern between
the two. The only way out of this is for the self to die. This has been quite painful and I've often fought against this. The third question to ask oneself i
s "Am I believing a lie of the devil?" He'll always portray God in a negative light. For example, when asked to fast by the Holy Spirit, he'll say that's not
fair to fast one day or week or for a prolonged period. I f he asks me to give something I don't want to give, then will I do it or say I'm not sure that was
God and not do it. That's the great fear of my heart, is that we simply ignore the Holy Spirit when He's not telling us what we want to hear. He has not
been unkind to me but is very straight and honest with my heart...
-------------------------

Ed, you are not rambling, Brother; thanks for everyday, real examples which well illustrate the points being discussed!
from SentOut:
Quote:
-------------------------On the other hand, God often has us do things that we don't want to do, or that don't make sense, so that we learn, besides other th
ings, to trust only and completely on Him. He can be very persistant, and to many people that in itself is a sign of God's hand. I would advise getting al
one before God and seeing if the thoughts continue to bug you. I know this may be controversial for some people, but if you resist the devil, he will flee
from you (Jas 4:7
"Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."). Once you have resisted him in Jesus' name, and the thoughts still c
ome back, then it is probably from the Lord. When I have had experiences like you have explained, I will often ask God to show me if it is really from Hi
m by letting me positively know that He is the one speaking to me - and He does! God will help you to know if you are trully seeking the truth.
-------------------------

Thank you, Brother; He will make Himself clear to us, if we listen carefully, test the spirits and resist those which are of the devil! The point you made
about obeying His promptings, even if they don't seem to make sense, harmoniously echoes things ginnyrose and I were testifying to, above.
from crsschk/Mike: I think you made several worthwhile contributions, which were numerous and, thereby, difficult to encapsulate. Brother, since you
live in Santa Clara, I'd like to see if, perhaps, we might meet and fellowship in the Spirit, sometime, in order to edify and encourage one another. Feel f
ree to email me, if interested; I may reach out to you, soon, as well.
On that note, allow me to finish by humbly saying, with much thankfulness and rejoicing - with sincerity and a clear conscience before my Master in He
aven - I can testify to very, very many times and ways in which God has led and directed me over the years after being baptized and filled with His Spir
it, learning to walk by Him. He has directed me in and out of jobs, with precise instruction and timing. He led me directly to my wife and orchestrated,
step by (illogical!) step, our very unusual, short, completely unpredictable courtship and process of getting married - despite shortcuts to the normally s
trict, deliberate steps of her country and culture. He has strictly governed my relationships, protected me from harm, shown me ways to address and i
mprove health concerns (with or without a doctor involved), and much more. If you are willing to believe it, He's even prompted and commanded me, i
n the minute details of everyday life, including telling me which clothes to wear, foods to eat, places to run errands, etc. I'd gladly share more details,
with anyone who wishes to fellowship, via communications inside or outside (preferable, to offer more opportunity for substance, is my heart's desire) t
he thread and forums, just in case any of you share this desire to be mutually encouraged and edified.
As some of you rightly point out, it takes obedient discipline to discern, keep hearing and find peaceful righteousness in the process. Most certainly, I
will attest to the truth expressed in Hebrews 12:5-11 NASB, which includes, "It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for w
hat son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate chi
ldren and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of
spirits, and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holines
s. All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of r
ighteousness."

Re: Hearing God's Voice, on: 2019/6/13 19:35
Although I prayerfully, carefully expressed a previously lengthy response, to this thread's subject, I have found the Lord
continues to present additional Scriptures and Biblical passages which lend themselves well to the reality of needing to h
ear God's voice, as a Spirit-led person in Christ. Here are a couple of them, which further show us a person who knows
the Lord will be able to recognize His ways of communicating - spiritually...
"Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.â€• (John 18:37 NASB)
Also, consider these truths expressed by David, in Psalm 25:
"Who is the man who fears the LORD?
HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM IN THE WAY HE SHOULD CHOOSE. (v. 12NASB)
The SECRET of the LORD is for those who fear Him,
And HE WILL MAKE THEM KNOW His covenant." (v. 14 NASB)
Actually, Psalm 25 is filled with a lot upon which to meditate, carefully and prayerfully, which is able to help us understan
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d God's attitude, desires, and promises for His people.
I offer these things, hoping they will stir the desire to wait upon the Lord, with humble attentiveness and patience, among
those with pure hearts and "ears to hear." Amen!
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