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Good Day Brothers and Sisters.

| was reading in Mark chapter 6 this morning and | wanted to share with you what the Lord is spoke to me today.
Mark 6:30-52

Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught. 31 An
d He said to them, "Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while." For there were many coming and g
oing, and they did not even have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by themselves. 33 B
ut the multitudes saw them departing, and many knew Him and ran there on foot from all the cities. They arrived before t
hem and came together to Him. 34 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compas
sion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many things. 35 When
the day was now far spent, His disciples came to Him and said, "This is a deserted place, and already the hour is late. 3
6 Send them away, that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy themselves bread; for they have
nothing to eat." 37 But He answered and said to them, "You give them something to eat.”

And they said to Him, "Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?" 38 B
ut He said to them, "How many loaves do you have? Go and see."

And when they found out they said, "Five, and two fish." 39 Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in gr
oups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties. 41 And when He had taken the five
loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to set be
fore them; and the two fish He divided among them all. 42 So they all ate and were filled. 43 And they took up twelve
baskets full of fragments and of the fish. 44 Now those who had eaten the loaves were about five thousand men.

45 Immediately He made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while He sen
t the multitude away. 46 And when He had sent them away, He departed to the mountain to pray. 47 Now when eveni
ng came, the boat was in the middle of the sea; and He was alone on the land. 48 Then He saw them straining at rowin
g, for the wind was against them. Now about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea, and wo

uld have passed them by. 49 And when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed it was a ghost, and cried out;

50 for they all saw Him and were troubled. But immediately He talked with them and said to them, "Be of good cheer! It i
s |; do not be afraid." 51 Then He went up into the boat to them, and the wind ceased. And they were greatly amazed in
themselves beyond measure, and marveled. 52 For they had not understood about the loaves, because their heart was
hardened.

How often do we allow our feelings or our physical limitations to affect and impact our ministry for Christ in a wrong man
ner? Whether weA're in full-time ministry in the local church, on the missions field, at work, school, or in our own homes
and families we need to learn how to rely on Christ for everything we need, no matter how we feel. We have to learn to t
rust the Word of God instead of our own feelings. Here in this passage of Scripture we see the disciples returning from
having gone out two by two to preach repentance, cast out demons, and heal many. Full time ministry is exhausting wo
rk. It taxes you spiritually, physically, mentally and emotionally. The disciples had also likely heard that John the Baptist
had been murdered, and for some of them having been his disciples before they followed Jesus, this must have caused
much grief. So here, the disciples have returned from their mission, excited to share what had happened, grieved, exha
usted, and hungry! Jesus saw that they could use a break. So, they are on their way out to the country for some R&R.
They were probably already in A“vacation modeA”A—and then the multitudes came.

When they got to the other side of the lake, Jesus saw the people who were like sheep without a shepherd and had com
passion on them. He began to teach them and evidently he taught until quite late in the day. So, how many of us have
been in the disciples shoes here? Exhausted, hungry, wanting nothing more than to get away from people and rest; but
Jesus has different plans.

Maybe youA're like Jim whoA'’s just about to pack up from a long day at the office and a co-worker asks if he can to talk t
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o you. He looks like heA’s really upset about something , but then again he often has problems. He probably just wants
to borrow some money again, and he never does pay anyone back. You can practically smell dinner on the table, youA’
ve been at the office since 7:00 that morning, and youA're supposed to be at a Bible study by 8:00. YouA're sure it can

wait A'til tomorrow so you tell him youA're sorry but youA've really gotta run. He gets a desperate look in his eyes so yo
u whip out your wallet, hand him a twenty and say, A“We can talk tomorrow, buddy.A”

Perhaps Jen is more like your story. YouA've just finished flying around the house to get it cleaned up after the kids, got
the groceries, and cleaning up the mess the cat made right in the middle of the living room floor, youA've grabbed a cup

of coffee (you didnA't have time for one this morning), youA're about to settle in with a good book for half an hour when t
he door bell rings. ItA’s A“thatA” lady from the church. She always has so many issues going on. SheA’s always compl
aining, and someone is always sick in her family. Why did she have to come here? Why did | have to be so nice to her t
his SundayA—after all | was just being polite, | didnA't really mean it! Maybe if IA’'m quiet sheA’ll just go awayA....

Often when weA're tired or hungry, or things arenA’t going the way we expected, we stop looking to Jesus and start gett
ing a A“me firstA” attitude. Our feelings and our own abilities and agenda suddenly jump to the foreground and we forge
t that the grace of God is sufficient for our every single need. We forget that weA're supposed to put others before ourse
Ives. Now, keep in mind that the disciples have just come back from preaching, healing and casting out demons. They
were manifesting the power of God! But instead of continuing to rely on GodA’s power to give them the strength to keep
going they say A“send the people awayA”. Notice verses 35-36:

When the day was now far spent, His disciples came to Him and said, "This is a deserted place, and already the hour is |
ate. Send them away, that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy themselves bread; for they ha
ve nothing to eat."

You hear them making their case. A“Lord, weA're out in the middle of nowhere, itA’s late, weA're done here! Besides,
weA're tired and hungry too, and weA're sure these people want to get home to get their own supperA...A” The disciple
s are already upset that their day of rest was usurped, they probably didnA't hear a word of the teaching Jesus gave bec
ause they were so focused on not having their needs met, and then the crushing blow comes. Jesus says to them, A“Yo
u give them something to eat.A” | can practically hear what some of them must have been thinkingA...

A“What?!? Are you crazy? We already told you weA’re out in the middle of NOWHWERE, itA’s LATE..and donA't forg
et, Jesus, you sent us out without any money or food. Where do you think weA're going to get the money to buy the foo
d, much less find a place to buy it?!?! How about some compassion for us? Maybe itA’s time to pack this whole thing u
p and go home, man, | donA't think | can handle this anymore.A”

Have you ever felt like that? 1tA’s the proverbial A“strawA” breaking the camels back. | know IA’ve been there. I1A’m at

my limits already, and then just one more thing gets added to the pile and *pow* get outta my way A‘cause I1A’'m gonna b
low and youA're gonna go up with me if | do! Maybe | should just stop trying because it just isnA’t worth it. So what has
really happened here? Obviously IA’ve already been relying on my own strength to do the first things that IA’'ve been giv
en to do. IA’'m doing it for my own glory and my own honour. Or, | had my own expectations of what should be going on
, with my own agenda, and that isnA't being met so instead of surrendering my will and my plans to the Lord and asking

Him for the strength to see it through | get A“IA” problems. At this point, my will is hardened to the things of God and itA’
s going to take a lot of humility to get back to where IA’'m supposed to be. When weA're in that state it is impossible to e
nter into the blessings of Christ, and we see that here with the disciples. Jesus performs a miracle despite the attitude o
f his own disciples, and they miss it completely. Verse 52 says, A“For they had not understood about the loaves, becau

se their heart was hardened.A” When we get focused on self instead of dying to self, claim our own rights instead of rea
lizing we have no rights, rely on our own strength instead of ChristA’s, we will lack the joy and peace that our hearts so d
esperately desire.

Remember Jim and Jen and their interruptions? They had hardened hearts when someone came to them with a need,
and instead of asking the Lord what they could do to meet that need, they instead looked to themselves and their own fe
elings, strength, and desires, therefore missing out on the blessing God could have given them. Maybe JimA’s co-worke
r had read the tract that Jim had left on his desk and he wanted to be saved but needed some help understanding a few
things. Maybe the lady from JenA’s church had listened to that message tape that Jen suggested on Sunday, and she
was really convicted about how she was being an emotional burden on those around her, and she wanted to share her n
ew-found joy and freedom with Jen. You see, Jim left the tract with his co-worker because the message on Sunday told
him he should do that more often. He did it out of obligation, not out of a sincere desire to witness. And Jen had sugges
ted that message out of sheer desire to end the conversation, not out of a sincere desire to bless that lady. Sometimes
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we can even be insincere when we are supposedly ministering to others. This is really an insult to Christ--to minister in
His Name without pure motives, and not only will false pretenses keep us from having joy and peace, they will keep us fr
om true fellowship with our Saviour.

So, how do we start to live in a way that causes us to have compassion on the multitudes who are like sheep without a s
hepherd? Philippians 2:1-5 gives us some idea.

A“Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of
the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the

same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ JesusA”

As Christians, as Disciples of Christ, we must stop living our lives based on our emotions, our felt needs, or our own age
ndas. Let us stand on the Word of God which gives us guidance how to respond to everything we encounter in life. Let
us walk in the Spirit and be filled with the Spirit constantly that we may respond to everything life hurls at us with Christ-li
keness. And let us surrender our wills and desires to Christ that we may be used to glorify Him alone.
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