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Do WE repent as one body? - posted by nolongerlive (), on: 2008/8/3 18:25
Recently the Lord has had me meditating on the book of Ezra, and specifically his prayer in Chapter 9. It has caused me
to ponder our own prayers for revival, especially here in North America where so much of this easy-believism is rampant
and so many "christians" are pursuing the wrong things. I found Ezra's prayer of repentance an interesting one. He had 
been confronted by the priests about the people not separating themselves from the other people of the land, having ent
ered into a covenant of marriage which was against the Lord's commandments. This revelation thus caused Ezra much 
distress and weeping. But, it then spurned him on to pray.

Ezra 9:5-15

5But at the evening offering I arose from my humiliation, even with my garment and my robe torn, and I fell on my knees 
and stretched out my hands to the LORD my God;
 6and I said, "O my God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift up my face to You, my God, for our iniquities have risen 
above our heads and our guilt has grown even to the heavens.
 7"Since the days of our fathers to this day we have been in great guilt, and on account of our iniquities we, our kings an
d our priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity and to plunder and to ope
n shame, as it is this day.
 8"But now for a brief moment grace has been shown from the LORD our God, to leave us an escaped remnant and to g
ive us a peg in His holy place, that our God may enlighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our bondage.
 9"For we are slaves; yet in our bondage our God has not forsaken us, but has extended lovingkindness to us in the sigh
t of the kings of Persia, to give us reviving to raise up the house of our God, to restore its ruins and to give us a wall in J
udah and Jerusalem.
 10"Now, our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken Your commandments,
 11which You have commanded by Your servants the prophets, saying, 'The land which you are entering to possess is a
n unclean land with the uncleanness of the peoples of the lands, with their abominations which have filled it from end to 
end and with their impurity.
 12'So now do not give your daughters to their sons nor take their daughters to your sons, and never seek their peace or
their prosperity, that you may be strong and eat the good things of the land and leave it as an inheritance to your sons fo
rever.'
 13"After all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and our great guilt, since You our God have requited us less than 
our iniquities deserve, and have given us an escaped remnant as this,
 14 shall we again break Your commandments and intermarry with the peoples who commit these abominations? Would
You not be angry with us to the point of destruction, until there is no remnant nor any who escape?
 15"O LORD God of Israel, You are righteous, for we have been left an escaped remnant, as it is this day; behold, we ar
e before You in our guilt, for no one can stand before You because of this."

Even though Ezra himself did not have a foreign wife to repent of, he still felt burdened to come to the Lord and repent fo
r all of Israel, for all of the remnant that had returned. He didn't see it as HIS guilt, but OUR guilt.

So what about all of us as one body, the Body and Bride of Christ? I have heard it said that those who have decided to c
hase the delusion of "health, wealth and prosperity" and all that is coming out since Lakeland, have been "given over" to 
this delusion and covetousness, having exchanged the truth for a lie. (Rom 1:24&25)  Does that mean they are no longe
r part of the body of Christ? Are they lost forever? Or are these the ones we are praying for? That a true revival would co
me to them? If that is so, should we not consider them as weaker members of the Body....

1 Corinthians 12:12-27

12For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are
one body, so also is Christ.
 13For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were a
ll made to drink of one Spirit.
 14For the body is not one member, but many.
 15If the foot says, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of t
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he body.
 16And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part
of the body.
 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of sm
ell be?
 18But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.
 19If they were all one member, where would the body be?
 20But now there are many members, but one body.
 21And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."
 22On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary;
 23and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our l
ess presentable members become much more presentable,
 24whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abund
ant honor to that member which lacked,
 25so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.
 26And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
 27Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.

I especially like verse 26 - if one member suffers, do we not all suffer? Is that not our lost brothers and sisters? Are they 
not suffering for believing these lies, being led astray by false teachers and prophets? Yes, they have chosen to pursue t
hese false teachers due to their own soulish desires and they need revelation and repentance in their lives. **But what I 
have been pondering is: perhaps as members of the Body, that the Lord has protected from this deception through His k
indness and grace, we could be praying for those of US who are suffering from it in repentance of OUR covetousness a
nd OUR lusts for soulish satisfaction. For we are all ONE BODY. **(edited for clarification)

Anyway, my brothers and sisters, these are just recent thoughts and meditations and I humbly ask for any further insight
on the matter or if anyone else has had a similar thought from the Lord. If nothing else, may it stir up more prayers for re
vival.

your sister - Amy

Re: Do WE repent as one body? - posted by Friedrick (), on: 2008/8/4 1:27
Indeed this is very clear in Scripture.  Not only to pray for those who are apart of the Church but also of those who are n
ot, in a similar fashion.  By this I mean that Jesus is Lord of all.  It is a great pity that an unbeliever may be used of Satan
for the kingdom of darkness.  Remember that Jesus was not the only who prayed, "Father forgive them, they know not w
hat they do."

C.S. Lewis wrote an essay, I think it is titled, "National Repentance".  In his essay he gives a warning about national rep
entance which I think is applicable for national church repentance.  His warning was against the younger generations re
penting of the wars of the older generation.  He does not say that it is wrong but that it may be considered a noble thing t
o do.  In essence - it is easier to repent of others sin then it is your own.  Though I am not trying to say it easy to repent 
of others sin; this is not something we should take lightly.  It caused Ezra to pull his facial hair out correct?

Once we have repented of our own sin then I think we need to ask God for a burden.  
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Re: Do WE repent as one body? - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/8/4 4:14
Do we repent as one body?

Yes Ami we do. It is part of the fellowship of His sufferings. Remember this slowly: That I may know him..., and the powe
r of his resurrection..., and the fellowship of his sufferings..., being made conformable unto his death;

Philippians 3:10 follows Phi. 2: 5-8. And Paul truly followed Jesus in this. Just one part of the revelation of Jesus the Chri
st that was given to him. (Acts 9: 4-6). Just one aspect of His death was bearing our sins/sin nature.

I have no doubt in this. Paul speaks of it often. Jesus speaks of it in that very Acts passage. He, not James who was sto
ned, was being persecuted by Paul. He is one with us. Oh, that we would see it. And we are one with all believers. This i
s the one Body you are asking about and it includes Jesus. We join Him in intercession. If you have not already entered i
nto the prayer for revival on Tuesday evenings, consider it. 

Frederick: Glory has a weight. Sin also. The weight of sin is the absolute horror of it. Like it or not there is a unity of the 
Spirit (all believers) and that Spirit is Holy. Walk in that Unity. Prayer is part of walking. Pray in that Unity and very quickl
y you will weep as though the sin of "others" was yours, the weight, the pain of it, the grieving of the Holy Spirit is there. 
Divine Love for one another is there (1 John and how we know we are the children of God). You probably do not need to
ask God for a burden. Just pray. He will develop your prayer life. He developed your life in His word and leads you deep
er into His word. ItÂ’s the same with prayer. Burdens come. Sometimes I think revival is medicine for very sick believers 
and salvation of the lost is just a natural side-effect. It is a very Biblical idea to confess all known sins before setting out t
o pray for others.

IÂ’m sure someone somewhere must have said this in writing. I havenÂ’t read them so I donÂ’t know who. Others here 
probably do. 

Re: - posted by nolongerlive (), on: 2008/8/4 11:56

Quote:
-------------------------If you have not already entered into the prayer for revival on Tuesday evenings, consider it. 
-------------------------

Could you please tell me more about this?

thank you - Amy

Re: Prayer for Revival - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/8/4 19:23
Oh yes, Ami, Yes. 

Click on this link to go to SI announcement which will tell you everything. (I do not know why the SI link I made by using 
ContC-ContV copied these other words, yet it is still the right link to click on. But I like it. Thank you Father).
 
The closest thing to God in revival is the intimacy with Him in the prayer that precedes it.

I think the statement is true and God recently encouraged me with it. So be encouraged also.
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Re: - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/8/4 19:32
Too too odd for me. :knockedout:  I don't do computors or electricity. Hands poped up on my copy of this post under that
statement and it led to the SI page! But not after I posted it. 

Trying again.
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=24329&forum=16&6

This looks right on the reply page. 
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