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Prayer needed in hard time... - posted by theopenlife, on: 2008/8/5 4:34
Over the years I have received many blessings from the brothers and sisters on this site. I owe much of my growth to th
e fellowship that I have here. Thank you.

For months I have been struggling with a number of sins. Periods of victory followed by terrible failures. At this point, see
ing that I am making little progress alone, I am requesting your prayers for me. Please ask God to overwhelm me with a 
vision of love for Him that is more desirable than immediate temptations. 

I am certain that nothing is coming against me which is uncommon, and that the Lord has made a way of escape each ti
me. The trouble is that, in the moment, I am not always willing to take it. Victory one day will be defeat another. May you
r prayers lift my arms, like Moses' were lifted to win the battle.

Thanks.

Re: Prayer needed in hard time... - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/8/5 5:17
praying Brother

eyes and ears on Him

Re: Prayer needed in hard time... - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/8/5 7:36
I will pray, please know, we all must go through times of temptations as well as the recognizing of our own weaknesses.
If each one of us were so strong that we never stumbled we would become prideful in our own flesh.

Blessed is that man that endures temptation

Each human mustsee their own weaknesses, we must see that without moment by moment grace we will be overwhelm
ed. Christ had to die a horrible death to deal with the bondage of our flesh- but He also rose to glorious victory over deat
h and HE is ABLE to keep us from stumbling.
(But we must see the schemes of the enemy.)

Praying that God would open to you a revelation of Christ in such a way that it would be your anchor.

In Christ
A sister

Re:, on: 2008/8/5 7:58
  Praying for you.

 "... As he has beams of majesty, so he has a heart of mercy and compassion. He is the prince of peace (Isa. 9:6). Why 
was he tempted, but that he might `succor them that are tempted' (Heb. 2:18)? What mercy may we not expect from so 
gracious a Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5) who took our nature upon him that he might be gracious? He is a physician good at all 
diseases, especially at the binding up of a broken heart. He died that he might heal our souls with a plaster of his own bl
ood, and by that death save us, which we were the procurers of ourselves, by our own sins. And has he not the same he
art in heaven?..."

~Richard Sibbes

 http://www.monergism.com/bruisedreed.html#2
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Re:, on: 2008/8/5 8:55
  I am praying for you brother. I just wanted to encourage you to pour your heart out to the Lord and He will meet you rig
ht there. He is so faithful, compassionate and full of mercy.

Psalm 34:17-19 
   
 17The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

 18The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

 19Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.

  Psalm 30:5 ...weeping may endure for a night but joy cometh in the morning.

Re: Prayer needed in hard time... - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2008/8/5 11:04
Praying.  

Re: Prayer needed in hard time... - posted by learn (), on: 2008/8/7 2:19
Praying

Re: Prayer needed in hard time - posted by JoanM, on: 2008/8/7 2:55
Checking back This time I notice brother that you said Â“The trouble is that, in the moment Â…, I know how discouragin
g it is to recognize that God actually has provided a way of escape and you donÂ’t take it. Flesh can really narrow vision.
Could it help to not view the event as in the moment? It isnÂ’t you know.  GodÂ’s provision is in eternity and He broke th
rough to you (real on earth as it is in heaven). Oh, openlife. Praying you lay hold of that specific touch of eternal life. It he
lps me to find the LIE. And apply the TRUTH of life.

IÂ’m looking for a lie I have believed my self, to exchange it for Christ. (It should not be possible to write so simply about 
such a shattering thing.) Seems like quite of few on SI are experiencing a press. I am thinking it may be early evidence o
f answered prayer (revival).

God recently corrected my perspective on something that few would have said was rebellion. God said it WAS. His view:
a horror. ItÂ’s not Â“justÂ” like witchcraft. Just a glimps of it .... Praying God show you what it really looks like, the whole 
Truth of it.

Re: - posted by theopenlife, on: 2008/8/7 3:28
Thanks to everyone who has given me their prayers and valuable, edifying words of wisdom and encouragement.

I find that I have to preach to myself the same words I so often say to others: the chief purpose of my existence is not to 
demonstrate how devoted and loving I am to God. The chief purpose of my existence is to be a demonstration of the dev
otion and love of God towards me. All of Christian obedience is summed up in love, and there can be no true love which 
does not issue out of gratitude. If we cease to be grateful, we will cease to love, and to cease from love is to sin. The sec
ret of sanctification lies much in giving thanks for everything.

Romans 9:23-24, God willed to "make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepare
d unto glory, even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles."

Titus 3:4-8
 4But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,
 5Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regene
ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
 6Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;
 7That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
 8This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might b
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e careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.

Re: - posted by learn (), on: 2008/8/7 4:11
.

Re: - posted by learn (), on: 2008/8/7 4:11
We tend to think that preaching to others, ministering to others, demonstrating God's love to others by our actions are ou
r gifts/gratutide to God. In actual fact, its God's gift and blessing to us. May we never forget that

Re: Prayer needed in hard time... - posted by rbanks, on: 2008/8/7 8:38
Hey brother theopenlife,

We think sometimes how hard it is to live a Christian life. I have found that it is not just difficult, it is impossible to live the 
Christian life. What man can live without sin? The only one who ever lived without sin is Jesus. Paul reveals to us the vic
torious Christian life is Christ living His Life in us. He says I am crucified with Christ and I no longer live but Christ lives in
me and the life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me. This is 
a great truth to be discovered. 

Brother I have found that the promise of the Holy Spirit is most valuable to our Christian walk and the power of God withi
n to live the Christian life of Christ living in us. The bible tells us to be filled with the Spirit. It is not by might nor by power 
or anything we can do of ourselves but it is by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Brother I have also found that in the darkest times and most difficult times is GodÂ’s way of the cross and to get us to ca
st our all on Christ. We think sometimes we are trusting in Christ but God is letting us know that we are not totally trustin
g in Him as He would like us to. We must learn to deny ourselves and take up our cross and follow Him. Sometimes we 
hold to tightly to what we believe and God comes along and knocks the props away and we struggle and wonder why w
e donÂ’t have victory in this certain area and then we have to let go of every thing but Christ. We begin to refocus and st
art crying out to God which can be a good thing. We find that Christ is all in all and to continually being in pursuit of Him 
because He is our victory. Paul said it so well in Phillipians 3:7-14

Php 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
Php 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for w
hom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
Php 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith 
of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
Php 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made confo
rmable unto his death;
Php 3:11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
Php 3:12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
Php 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are beh
ind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
Php 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

I encourage you if you have not read the book by Watchman Knee called Â“The normal Christian lifeÂ” you can find it on
the internet. Just Google it and read it to discover the greatness of Christ living in us. I have discovered that trying to get 
victory is not the way. Christ is our victory. I encourage you to read Romans Chapter 6-8 over and over again. It is the L
aw of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus that frees us from the Law of sin and death. Also read Galatians chapter 5 over an

Page 3/4



Miracles that follow the plow :: Prayer needed in hard time...

d over concern walking in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. 

Blessings to you my brother as God takes you deeper in Him to that spiritual level He has for you.

I read these scriptures a lot and have decided to list a few of the scriptures even though all need to be read. 

Ro 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
Ro 6:2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Ro 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?
Ro 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the gl
ory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
Ro 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrecti
on:
Ro 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we s
hould not serve sin.

Ro 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lor
d.
Ro 6:12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
Ro 6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as th
ose that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
Ro 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

Ro 7:24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
Ro 7:25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the fles
h the law of sin.

Ro 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.
Ro 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
Ro 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of s
inful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
Ro 8:4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
Ro 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the S
pirit.

Ro 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall liv
e.

Ga 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
Ga 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the oth
er: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
Ga 5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
Ga 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Ga 5:20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
Ga 5:21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you
in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Ga 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
Ga 5:23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
Ga 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.
Ga 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
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